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Good Afternoon
Please find attached the representations of Northamptonshire County Council to the issues and options
consultation. I would be grateful if you could acknowledge receipt.
Regards
Mark
Mark Chant
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Northampton Local Plan (Part 2) and Partial Review of the Central Area Action Plan
Issues and Options Consultation:
Representations by Northamptonshire County Council

Relationship between this Part 2 Plan and the other West Northamptonshire Part 2
Plans
During the plan preparation process and consultation stages of the West Northamptonshire
Part 1 Core Strategy Local Plan, the County Council expressed concerns in relation to the
proposed overall distribution and location of new housing proposed at Northampton. It
considered that there would not be a deliverable supply of developable new housing, with
suitable infrastructure provision, in accordance with the NPPF within the Joint Core Strategy.
Concerns also included that the urban capacity related to currently unallocated sites within
the NRDA was considered to be too high and likely to be undeliverable and that the fixed
boundary for the Northampton Related Development Area (NRDA) did not allow flexibility in
responding to development proposals.
These concerns were not considered to have been addressed in the Core Strategy as
adopted. Consequently it is therefore important that the Part 2 Plans in West
Northamptonshire seek to ensure that these concerns are now addressed through a robust
development framework to robustly implement growth at Northampton.
At this stage in the plan preparation process the County Council would have expected, as a
minimum, for the issues and options document to acknowledge the issue of the relationship
between the Northampton Part 2 Plan and the Part 2 Plans for Daventry and South
Northamptonshire; and in doing so to reference the Northampton Related Development Area
(NRDA) and how this extends beyond the Borough to accommodate a significant element of
Northampton’s growth. However the Issues and Options document is totally silent in respect
of both this relationship and the NRDA.
The recent appeal decision at Welford Road in Boughton parish in Daventry district has not
only effectively extended the boundaries of the NRDA at this location but also highlighted the
issue of the capacity of the NRDA, and therefore the Borough of Northampton within it, to
accommodate the level of development anticipated. Despite this the Issues and Options
document also states that “the Local Plan will not be reviewing the number of new homes ...
in the adopted Joint Core Strategy”.
The Part 2 Plan for Northampton, and indeed its equivalents for Daventry and South
Northamptonshire, therefore needs to specifically address the matter of accommodating
growth in and beyond the NRDA boundary as identified in the Part 1 Plan.
Although it is not normally the case that matters of soundness need to be raised at issues
and options stage, it is clear that unless issues relating to the NRDA and the Part 2 Plans
are addressed early on in the Part 2 Plan preparation processes then ultimately it is likely
that these plans will not meet the test of soundness in relation to delivering new homes.

Consolidation of Local Plan documents
Government guidance is now encouraging local plans to be consolidated into one document.
It is therefore considered that the opportunity should be taken through the Part 2 Plan
process to merge the currently standalone Central Area Action Plan into the Part 2 Plan. The
County Council has achieved this in relation to it’s previously standalone Minerals and

Waste Development Framework DPDs and which now been successfully consolidated as
the Minerals and Waste Local Plan.

Infrastructure
The Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) that supports the Part 1 Core Strategy Local Plan sets
out the transport infrastructure needed to support the housing and employment identified in
that plan and the Central Area Action Plan. Depending on what comes forward as a
consequence of the Part 2 Plan and the Central Area Partial Review, as well as the Part 2
Plans for Daventry and South Northamptonshire, the IDP may require re-assessment to
appropriately support development.

Central Area Action Plan Policies 6, 8, 9, 10
Policies 6, 8, 9 and 10 of the CAAP will need updating to reflect changes in circumstance
since the CAAP was adopted. It would be appropriate for the Northampton Town Centre
Transport Strategy to be updated at the same time and for this update to form a key part of
the transport evidence base to support the Local Plan (Part 2).

Call for Sites Submissions
The County Council wishes to submit five sites for consideration as residential allocations in
the Part 2 Local Plan. These sites are:
- Camp Hill, Hunsbury, Northampton, NN4 9RR (Ref. N0536A)
- Collingtree Smallholding, Watering Lane, Collingtree, NN4 0NJ (Ref. N9045A)
- Ex Parklands Middle School, Devon Way, Spinney Hill, Northampton, NN3 6DX (Ref.
N0162A)
- Wootton Hall Park Sports and Social Club, Mereway, Northampton, NN4 0JQ (Ref.
N0785A)
- Land Adjacent to Caroline Chisholm School, High Street, Wootton Fields,
Northampton NN4 6HN (Ref. N9086C)
A small site at Wootton Fields Local Centre, High Street, Wootton Fields, Northampton, NN4
6HN (Ref. N9086B) has also been included.
Please note that site refs. N9086A and N9086D do not form part of the submission despite
being marked on the plans.
Fuller details on the sites put forward will be forwarded within two weeks.

Minerals and Waste Local Plan
In any document associated with the Local Plan Part 2 that refers to the development plan
for the area, it should always be caveated that the development plan also includes the
adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan.

