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Please find attached our response, on behalf of Moulton College to the current Local Plan consultation.
We would be grateful if you would acknowledge receipt.
Kind regards, Fran

Fran Rowley
Associate Director
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10 June 2016
Delivered by email

Northampton Local Plan (Part 2) - Issues Consultation
Planning Policy
Northampton BC
The Guildhall
St Giles Square
Northampton
NN1 1DE

Dear Sir/Madam
NORTHAMPTON LOCAL PLAN (PART 2) - ISSUES CONSULTATION
We act on behalf of Moulton College and, on their behalf wish to provide the following comments in
response to the current Local Plan ‘Issues’ Consultation.
Our comments are provided in response to the following question:
Question 21: Are there any other issues that the Local Plan (Part 2) needs to consider?
Education
The consultation document considers the key issues for the local economy of Northampton – which
includes a requirement to strengthen and diversify its economic base, through supporting employment
growth in appropriate locations, ensuring the retention of high quality employment sites and supporting a
range of employment uses.
It is noted that there is no reference to the role of local educational institutions in this context – despite the
fact that the Sustainability Appraisal (accompanying the Local Plan) confirms that there are relatively low
levels of educational attainment in the Borough, and that this could be addressed through new and
improved educational facilities.
Moulton College makes a highly valuable contribution to the Northampton economy. Whilst it is located
just outside the Northampton Borough boundary it provides access to a wide range of training and skills
opportunities for Northampton residents and is a key employer of around 500 staff. Its courses extend
across a number of specialist technical professional education disciplines in vocational and academic
areas including land based, sports and leisure and construction trades and management, as well as
emerging industries including food manufacturing and research and agri-technology.
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It is considered important that the Local Plan acknowledges the essential role of education providers such
as Moulton College (whether within or close to the Borough) and that it provides clear support to the
development of existing education institutions and the associated employment opportunities and learning
infrastructure.
A commitment to strengthening and improving the links between local educational
institutions and local businesses within Northampton would also assist with maintaining a local skilled
workforce to support Northampton’s expanding industries.
We trust these matters are considered in full and reflected in the next stages of Local Plan preparation.
If there are any queries arising, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Yours sincerely

Fran Rowley
Associate Director
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Northampton Local Plan (Part 2) and Partial
Review of the Central Area Action Plan
Comments Form and Guidance Notes
Issues Consultation Paper
SA Scoping Report
Draft Statement of Community Involvement

Northampton Borough Council
April 2016

Consultation Guidance Notes
•
•
•

Northampton Local Plan (Part 2) Issues Consultation
Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report
Draft Statement of Community Involvement

Northampton Borough Council is inviting your comments on the Northampton Local
Plan (Part 2) Issues consultation and accompanying Partial Review of the Central
Area Action Plan, the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report and a draft Statement
of Community Involvement (SCI).
The Borough Council has published the Northampton Local Plan (Part 2) Issues
consultation paper for consultation until Friday 10 June 2016. It is accompanied by a
Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report as part of the consultation. This is in
accordance with Regulation 18 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning)
(England) Regulations 2012.
The Northampton Local Plan (Part 2) will be the starting point for considering all
planning applications within the Borough, alongside the policies in the West
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy. The Local Plan (Part 2) will focus on
providing local detail that is not already the subject of strategic policies.
It will identify land for new development for the provision of housing, jobs and other
uses as well as areas for protection. The Local Plan will also include policies to help
determine planning applications.
The Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report sets out the scope of the Sustainability
Report which will accompany the Northampton Local Plan (Part 2).
The Council is also consulting on the Draft Statement of Community Involvement,
which sets out how the Council will involve the community in plan making and when
considering planning applications.
The consultation period runs from 27 April to 10 June 2016.

Where can I view the consultation documents?
You can view the consultation documents in the following ways:
•
•

On the Council’s consultation portal at
http://northampton.gov.uk/localplanissues
This system also allows you to submit comments.
At The Guildhall One Stop Shop, Northampton Borough Council, St Giles
Square, Northampton NN1 1DE.

•

At all libraries in Northampton Borough.

If you do not have access to a computer, you can request paper copies by:
emailing planningpolicy@northampton.gov.uk
telephoning 01604 837326
or by writing to Northampton Local Plan (Part 2) Issues Consultation,
Planning Policy, Regeneration, Enterprise & Planning Directorate,
Northampton Borough Council, The Guildhall, St Giles Square,
Northampton NN1 1DE
If you would like copies of consultation documents in translated or other formats
please refer to the Council’s website at:
http://www.northampton.gov.uk/info/200041/equality_and_diversity/1309/interpreting

How can I comment?
You can comment on the consultation documents in one of the following ways:
Online: http://northampton.gov.uk/localplanissues OR
Complete the comments form which you can download from the website. By using
the comments form, it helps us ensure we have all the correct information to register
and process your comments and keep you informed. Once completed you can do
the following:
Email: planningpolicy@northampton.gov.uk OR
Post: Northampton Local Plan (Part 2) Issues Consultation, Planning Policy,
Regeneration, Enterprise & Planning Directorate, Northampton Borough Council,
The Guildhall, St Giles Square, Northampton NN1 1DE (using the comments form
available on the website)
All the above can be found by accessing the following link:
http://northampton.gov.uk/localplanissues
Responses should be submitted by 5pm on Friday 10 June 2016.

How will my comments be used?
The Council will consider your comments in progressing work on the Northampton
Local Plan (Part 2). Comments received will be published on the Council’s
consultation portal in accordance with the Data Protection Act.
Responses will be reported to the Council’s Cabinet Advisory Group, which advises
on the preparation of the Northampton Local Plan (Part 2). They will also be
reported in summary to the Council’s Cabinet.
If you are organising a petition or intend to, or have signed one, it must be submitted
by the deadline and be accompanied by the name and contact details of the petition
organiser. The Council will only register the petition organiser on its Local Plan
consultation database and future notifications will only be sent to the petition
organiser. The number of signatories to the petition will be recorded.
Following the consultation, a feedback report will be produced setting out the main
issues raised by the consultation documents. Responses will be used to inform
preparation of the next versions of the documents. These will be:
•

Northampton Local Plan (Part 2) Options consultation

•

Sustainability Appraisal Report for Options Local Plan

•

Final Statement of Community Involvement

Fair Processing Notice issued under The Data Protection Act 1998
All observations, objections and supporting comments submitted to Northampton
Borough Council are public documents. Therefore the information you submit in
response to consultations on the Local Plan will be publicly available as part of the
consultation responses and made available for any member of the public to view in
person. This may include your name and the comment made. Specific personal
contact data such as your email address, signature, postal address and telephone
number will not be published on the Northampton Borough Council website but
retained for contact purposes only by the planning department at Northampton
Borough Council.
In submitting a comment on the Local Plan you agree for your information to be held
and processed for the purpose(s) and in the way detailed above.
If you have any questions, please contact us by email at:
planningpolicy@northampton.gov.uk or by telephone: 01604 837326.
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Question 21 - Are there any other issues that the Local Plan (Part 2) needs
to consider?

Please see attached letter

