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1 Introduction
1.1 BACKGROUND
1.1.1 Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) is currently starting to prepare its next
Local Transport Plan (LTP3) which must be in place by April 2011, and is required to
contain separate plans for strategy (policies) and implementation (delivery of policies).
1.1.2 Cycling, walking and bus development plans are to be drafted and finalised for
each major town in the county for inclusion in the LTP3.
1.1.3 Cycling Development Plans, also called Greenway Network Plans (GNPs)1
outline an overall vision for increasing cycling levels within a specific area and usually
are formed of a combination of short (‘quick wins’) and medium term improvements that
tie into the long-term overall strategy (most commonly a 20 year horizon).
1.1.4 The plans are used in local authorities as an evidence-base in preparing and
delivering a wide range of documents including the following:
Local Development Frameworks;
Development control planning services;
Local Accessibility Plans;
Rights of Way Improvement Plans;
Green infrastructure plans;
Local Transport Plans;
Town Strategies; and
Cycling Strategies.
1.2 OBJECTIVES
1.2.1 The principle objectives of the cycling development plan are to:
Identify the missing links in the existing network and identify the cost-effective
‘quick wins’ that have the potential to increase accessibility;
Identify medium term improvements to the existing network and a delivery
programme and funding source; and
Identify a suitable long-term development strategy for each town’s network to
accommodate the required cycling levels to deliver Northamptonshire Transport
Strategy for Growth modal shift targets of 20% in new developments and 5% in
the existing town.
1.2.2 Cycle development plans are a vital tool in land use planning opportunities,
providing safe, appealing and continuous cycling provision and securing the funding
needed for key infrastructure to support sustainable growth.
1

Greenway Network Plans (GNPs) encompass providing for networks for pedestrians, wheelchairs, prams and
pushchair users as well as "would-be" riders, dissuaded by present traffic conditions, who are far more significant in the
strategic context than the tiny community of established cyclists.
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1.3 COMMISSION
1.3.1 MGWSP Transport Planning has been commissioned to assist with developing
the cycling development plans, starting with a pilot for Wellingborough and then, if
successful, applying the same to the other towns in the county.
1.3.2 This report outlines the cycling development plan for Northampton to facilitate
the identified growth and modal shift targets of 20% for new developments and 5% in
the existing town, as stated in the Transport Strategy for Growth document.

2 Baseline conditions
2.1 CONDITION OF EXISTING NETWORK
2.1.1 The topography of Northampton is relatively flat, making it a town that lends
itself to cycling, which will be further encouraged through future development of the
cycle network.
2.1.2 Currently, the majority of the cycle network in Northampton is composed of
shared use foot/cycleways. Lengths of foot/cycleway are present on most key
movement corridors outside of the inner ring road, such as the A4500, A508, A5123,
A5076, A45 and A428. There are also numerous lengths of cycle route, of varying
types, linking residential areas with these routes. The existing Northampton cycle
network is illustrated on the Northampton cycling map (2009/2010 edition), included at
Appendix 1.
2.1.3 Specific on-carriageway provision is more limited with on-carriageway cycle
lanes provided on parts of the A4500 Wellingborough Road, Billing Road, the A4500
Spencer Bridge Road, the A428 Weedon Road and Main Road, as well as small
lengths in other areas. On-carriageway cycle lanes are also provided on Gold Street,
Bradshaw Street, Abington Street, Dychurch Lane and Spencer Parade within the inner
ring road.
2.1.4 There are a number of advisory cycling routes in Northampton, the most
extensive routes link Kings Heath and Kingsthorpe with the town centre area, although
there are shorter lengths situated in other areas throughout the town.
2.1.5 Some bus lanes can be used by cyclists in Northampton providing on-road
cycling facilities, albeit in an environment with lower levels of traffic than on a typical
road. These bus lanes are situated on Towcester Road, the A428 St James Road, the
A428 Black Lion Hill, Marefair, Drapery, St Giles Square, the A4500 Wellingborough
Road and Collingwood Road.
2.1.6 Traffic calmed streets are generally associated with lower traffic speeds and can
provide a less intimidating and safer environment for cyclists. There are traffic clamed
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streets situated throughout Northampton which provide useful linkages between more
formal cycling infrastructure in the area.
2.1.7 There are a number of 20mph zones in Northampton, which can be considered
as suitable for cycling, these are situated at Ecton Brook, within the vicinity of
Northampton College and within the vicinity of Queen Eleanor Primary School.
2.1.8 National Cycle Network (NCN) route 6 (Oxford to Derby, via Leicester) routes
through Northampton from north-west to south-east, via the town centre, and follows
existing shared use foot/cycleways for much of its length through the town.
2.1.9 Various sources describe the inner ring road as a barrier to both pedestrians
and cyclists and the currently fragmented nature of cycling facilities crossing the ring
road cordon supports this assertion.
2.2 CURRENT LEVELS OF CYCLING
2.2.1 There are currently 32 cycle counters in Northampton, data collected in June
2009 at each site is summarised at Table 1.
Table 1 Summary of recorded cycle counter data (June 2009)
Counter Location

On/Off road

Counter Ref

Average weekday
two-way 12 hour
(07:00-19:00) cycle
flows - June 2009

A45 (Nene Valley Way
1)

Off-road

801

126

Great Houghton

Off-road

802

6

A45 (Midsummer
Meadow)

Off-road

803

14

A45 (Nene Valley Way
2)

Off-Road

804

289

A4500
(Wellingborough
Road)

On-Road

806

96

Marefair

On-Road

807

136

A5076 (Danes Camp
Way)

Off-Road

808

73

Spinney Hill

Off-Road

809

149

Boughton

Off-Road

810

35

A4500 (Weedon
Road)

On-Road

815

88

Trinity Avenue

On-Road

816

104

Sheep Street

On-Road

817

276

Billing Road

On-Road

818

172

A5076 (Red House
Road)

Off-Road

819

104

Swan valley

Off-Road

820

31
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Kings Heath

Off-Road

827

80

A508 (Harborough
Road)

Off-Road

828,831

240

A508 (Harborough
Road)

On-Road

829,830

234

Becketts Park (lower)

Off-Road

832

31

Becketts Park (upper)

Off-Road

833

104

Cotton End (off Bridge
Street)

Off-Road

834

82

A508 (London Road)

Off-Road

835,837

137

A508 (London Road)

On-Road

836

909

A5123 (Towcester
Road)

On-Road

839

64

A5123 (Towcester
Road)

Off-Road

838,840

86

Sixfields

Off-Road

841

27

A4500 (Weedon
Road)

Off-Road

842

95

Edgar Mobbs Way

Off-Road

843,845

50

Edgar Mobbs Way

On-Road

844

45

St James Mill Road

Off-Road

846

102

A428 (Bedford Road)

Off-Road

847,848

236

A428 (Bedford Road)

On Road

849

73

2.2.2 The data recorded in June 2009 indicates a healthy level of cycling amongst the
existing population of Northampton, especially on existing movement corridors, such as
the A428 Bedford Road, A508 London Road, A508 Harborough Road and the A45
Nene Valley Way. With the exception of the A508 Harborough Road each movement
corridor has at least some cycle infrastructure indicating that where infrastructure is
provided people are attracted to use it.
2.2.3 A number of additional cycle counters are proposed to be installed in
Northampton, in the Brackmills area, which will provide a better understanding of
cycling trends in the town. The proposed locations of the new cycle counters are
illustrated at Appendix 2 with installation anticipated in early 2010.
2.3 KEY ATTRACTORS
2.3.1 Northampton is a large market town which has retained most of its original form.
The town is based around a traditional commercial and financial centre with out-of-town
shopping and industrial estates located on the outskirts.
2.3.2 The key movement attractors identified in Northampton are detailed below.
Leisure – There are a number of parks and leisure facilities in Northampton,
including Abington Park, Delapre Park, Hunsbury Hill Country Park, Sixfields
Stadium, Billing Aquadrome and Northamptonshire County Cricket Club.
Northampton Cycle Development Plan Revision 4
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Education – There are a number of schools and colleges located across
Northampton and the University of Northampton main campus is located in
Kingsthorpe.
Employment – the town centre is a major employment generator. There are
number of industrial estates situated throughout Northampton at Rothersthorpe
Avenue, Lodge Farm, Westgate, Round Spinney and Moulton Park. Riverside
Business Park, the Northampton General Hospital and the University of
Northampton are also employment generators.
Commercial centre – The town centre area within the inner ring-road comprises
the main retail area in Northampton. Bulky goods retail is provided at St James
Retail Park. There are also a number of supermarkets situated throughout the
town.
Transport hubs – Northampton railway station is situated immediately to the
west of the town centre and is accessed via the A428 Black Lion Hill and the
A5080 St Andrews Road. Northampton bus station is situated within the town
centre area and is accessed via Greyfriars and Ladys Lane.
Healthcare – Northampton General Hospital is situated immediately to the east
of the town centre. There are also numerous doctors and dental surgeries
situated throughout the remainder of the town.
2.3.3 A number of employment sites within the borough are carrying out surveys in
conjunction with Northamptonshire Enterprise Limited and NCC Travel Choices to
increase modal share by walking, cycling and public transport. Funding for
improvements will be provided via the East Midlands Development Agency. The
results of the surveys are not currently available, however they should be considered in
relation to the cycling development plan moving forwards.

2.4 GROWTH
2.4.1 The West Northamptonshire Pre-submission Housing Numbers outline the
preferred options for Northampton in terms of growth. These options are summarised
at Table 2, and their locations are illustrated on the map included at Appendix 3.
Table 2 Summary of preferred options
Housing Delivery to 2026
Northampton North

2,500

Northampton West

1,500

Northampton South

1,000

Dallington Grange

3,500

Wootton Fields

1,000

Buckton Fields

1,000

South of Brackmills

1,000

2.5 CYCLING VISION FOR THE TOWN
2.5.1 Under the LTP2, the target for cycling across the County was to maintain cycling
levels at the 2003/04 baseline until 2009/10.
8
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2.5.2 In light of the growth agenda, NCC’s Transport Strategy for Growth, dated
September 2007, (TSfG) outlined a modal shift target for each growth town of 5% for
the existing population and 20% for any new developments away from single
occupancy private car use for journey to work trips. The change in modal shift will be
measured against the 2001 census journey to work figure, as the baseline figure.
2.5.3 Table 3 below summarises the existing journey to work modal split for
Northampton, the East Midlands and England for comparison.

Table 3 Journey to Work Mode Split (resident population)
Mode

Northampton

East Midlands

England

Total

%

Total

%

Total

%

67

0.1%

1,287

0.1%

709,386

3.5%

Train

1,222

1.4%

18,849

1.1%

950,023

4.7%

Bus, minibus or coach

6,888

7.7%

133,858

7.7%

1,685,361

8.3%

511

0.6%

7,926

0.5%

116,503

0.6%

Underground, metro, light rail or tram

Taxi or minicab
Driving a car or van

58,956 66.3% 1,157,931 66.7% 12,324,166 60.8%

Passenger in a car or van

7,898

8.9%

133,260

7.7%

1,370,685

6.8%

705

0.8%

20,018

1.2%

249,456

1.2%

Bicycle

2,750

3.1%

62,644

3.6%

634,588

3.1%

On foot

9,909 11.1%

201,247

11.6%

2,241,901

11.1%

Total

88,906 100% 1,737,020 100% 20,282,069 100%

Motorcycle, scooter or moped

2001 census data (resident population)

2.5.4 Based on achieving a 5% modal shift, 2,498 journey to work trips will need to
transfer away from single occupancy private car use to more sustainable modes.
2.5.5 To approximate what this translates to in terms of levels of cycling that need to
be achieved, the 5% modal shift has been apportioned pro-rata between sustainable
modes of transport. The resultant modal shares and corresponding volumes of trips
are summarised below:
Train: 1.4% to 1.5% (121 trips) (0.1% increase of the total journey movements);
Bus: 7.7% to 8.5% (679 trips) (0.8% increase of the total journey movements);
Taxi: 0.57% to 0.63% (50 trips) (0.06% increase of the total journey
movements);
Car sharing: 8.9% to 9.8% (779 trips) (0.9% increase of the total journey
movements);
Motorcycle: 0.8% to 0.9% (70 trips) (0.1% increase of the total journey
movements);
Cycling: 3.1% to 3.4% (271 trips) (0.3% increase of the total journey
movements); and
Walking: 11.1% to 12.3% (977 trips) (1.2% increase of the total journey
movements).
Northampton Cycle Development Plan Revision 4
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2.5.6 The above trip volumes are a guide only and indicate that potentially relatively
small increases in sustainable mode trip volumes will be required to deliver the 5%
modal shift target for the existing population.
2.5.7 Fulfilling the 20% modal shift target for new developments will be more
challenging but will be achieved through a combination of travel plan measures,
particularly travel centres in the larger developments. The cycling development plan
will support this by providing a prioritised list of infrastructure requirements for delivery
via various funding streams (S106, GAF, CIF, Sustrans, Cycling England. Etc)

3 Proposed improvements
3.1 IDENTIFIED SCHEMES
3.1.1 A number of studies have already been undertaken with regards to cycling in
Northampton and identified schemes, but which are as yet unimplemented. These are
at varying stages of investigation, described briefly below and have been included in
the cycle development plan.

A Cycling Strategy for Northamptonshire
3.1.2 NCC adopted A Cycling Strategy for Northamptonshire in October 2004. The
cycling strategy sets out six objectives with the aim of increasing levels of cycling within
the county. This document does not describe any specific scheme proposals for any of
the towns within the district; however it does set out a series of strategy targets for the
delivery of the strategy objectives, and these are as follows:
Define key cycle corridors within the four main towns of Northampton, Kettering,
Wellingborough and Corby by 2005;
Ensure all new highway schemes undergo cycle user friendly review / cycle
audits;
Encourage journey to work by cycle – through travel plans;
Develop cycle facilities to and at transport interchanges and key bus stops on
major radials;
Target secondary school and college students;
Explore all possible funding sources;
Undertake annual audit of cycle accidents; and
Promote the health and leisure benefits of cycling.
Community Infrastructure Fund (CIF) Schemes

10
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3.1.3 Community Infrastructure Fund (CIF) schemes are funded jointly by the
Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) and the Department for
Transport (DfT). Sandy Lane Improvement North is being implemented via CIF2 to
serve areas of expansion within the town. The scheme will result in a number of
benefits for cyclists; those which remain outstanding are as follows:
Sandy Lane Improvement North – Provision of 3m wide shared foot/cycleway
throughout length and toucan crossings at some junctions, linking with Sandy
Lane Relief Road proposals and the A428 Harlestone Road.
3.1.4 Another CIF scheme, known as Northamptonshire Modal Shift, is also proposed
to be delivered during 2011/2012 and includes an orbital cycle route around
Northampton, with improvements being delivered via new infrastructure, improvements
to existing infrastructure and route promotion.
3.1.5 A number of potential new routes have been identified in Northampton, following
historic cycling corridor studies, in conjunction with review of the network by NCC and
MGWSP to identify gaps. This analysis has resulted in the production of a working
masterplan. Beyond this period no sources of funding have been identified to bring
outstanding routes forward, however they are included in this plan as potential future
aspirations should funds become available. Subsequently four route corridors have
been chosen to take forwards following initial appraisal, these are as follows:
Welford Road corridor: predominantly on-carriageway route linking Dallington
Grange with Hill Top (part of route included in COG proposals);
St James Mill Road corridor: predominantly on-carriageway route linking
existing cycle lanes on Spencer Bridge Road with existing cycle tracks on
Harvey Reeves Road and the Connect 2 scheme;
Mill Road corridor: combination of on and off-road infrastructure linking existing
off-carriageway infrastructure on Mill Road with traffic calming on Osborne
Road, via Kingsthorpe Park; and
Harlestone Road corridor: combination of on and off-carriageway infrastructure
on Harlestone Road, Lodge Way and Hawksmoor Way, in conjunction with
traffic calming on Firsview Drive, Eldean Road and Ryeland Road.
3.1.6 Routes within each of the corridors identified above are currently being worked
up to an aspirational, outline level of detail. Other identified potential routes which fall
outside of these corridors, and which are not considered elsewhere are detailed in
chapter 3.
3.1.7 The routes identified to be brought forward via CIF funding are correct at the
time of writing; however this list is subject to regular change. Readers of this report
should therefore check the status of any routes of interest before proceeding with any
further work.

Connect 2 – Ways through Waterside
3.1.8 Connect2 – Ways through Waterside is a scheme pioneered by Sustrans, partly
funded by the National Lottery to improve accessibility and walking/cycling facilities
along the River Nene corridor. The scheme will result in the following improvements:
Northampton Cycle Development Plan Revision 4
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The construction of 4km of lit shared use 3m wide tarmac footway/cycletrack;
and
The replacement of two ageing pedestrian bridges with those that can safely
accommodate cyclists and walkers.
3.1.9 Construction on phase one is nearing completion with phase two due to be
commenced shortly.

Northampton Inner Ring Road – can it be made more cycle friendly?
3.1.10 The Northampton Inner Ring Road report was prepared on behalf of NCC by
Cycling England in November 2008. This report focuses on the northern section of the
inner ring road, comprised of Grafton Street, Campbell Street, Upper Mounts and
Lower Mounts. The report concluded that an on-road scheme is the most appropriate
in this location and the pros and cons of delivering this are discussed for the section of
inner ring road between the St Andrews Road and Kettering Road junctions.

Waterside Masterplan
3.1.11 The Waterside Masterplan (January 2005) provides a masterplan,
development framework and implementation strategy for the Nene Valley river corridor,
with focus on Becket’s Park as a ‘gateway’ to the town centre area from the river
corridor.
3.1.12 Section 3.2.3 of this document considers accessibility and identifies how traffic
on the A45, A5123, A508 and the railway all provide a constraint to access to the
river/canal for those on foot/bicycles. It is identified that shared use routes should be
provided between the study area and the town centre, Sixfields, Harvey Reeves Road,
Ransom Road/Avon developments, homes and leisure facilities. Links and
connections along the river and at each end of the study area are also recommended.
3.1.13 The proposed links/improvements have been cross referenced in relation to
the network of cycle tracks illustrated in the Waterside area on the 2009/10 edition of
the Northampton map for cyclists. The links/improvements identified on Waterside
Masterplan, Figure 18 included at Appendix 4, and which are still outstanding, are as
follows:
Pedestrian/cyclist/bus hub at Becket’s Park entrance;
Off road route along River Nene (old course), north bank towards the eastern
extent of the study area;
Off-road route on the River Nene (north bank), towards the western extent of
the study area; and
Overbridge to west of Cotton End Road linking new development with the town
centre.
3.1.14 The masterplan also proposes that existing routes are upgraded to the same
standard as new routes and to create a continuity of material throughout.
12
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3.1.15 Subsequently a new draft masterplan for the Waterside area has been
prepared for the West Northamptonshire Development Corporation (WNDC), dated
August 2009. This document covers a smaller area than the 2005 Waterside
masterplan and supersedes the 20-05 masterplan where their area of coverage
overlaps. Chapter 13 and Figure 10 of the 2009 masterplan describe and illustrate
connectivity across the Waterside area with a focus on pedestrian movement, however
these proposals have been adopted for the purposes of this study to encomapass use
by cyclists.
3.1.16 A number of the routes illustrated in the 2009 masterplan are already in place,
however those which are not currently constructed are described below:
Link between Castle Station/St Peters and Waterside via Foot Meadow Park,
including Crossing between Castle Station and Waterside and bridge works in
three locactions;
Route extensions at Cotton End to the south of the Carlsberg Brewery including
bridge works in two locations;
Provison of two bridges at the south-western extent of Becketts Park; and
Extension of existing routes eastbound from Becketts Park.
Central Area Action Plan
3.1.17 The Northampton Central Area Action Plan (CAAP) will set out the policies for
key issues of growth and regeneration in the central area. The Northampton Central
Area Action Plan, Emerging Core Strategy (August 2009) describes aspirations for
individual development parcels. Those which include cycling improvements are as
follows:

Avon/Nunn Mills/Ransome Road Development Area
Development and improved cycle links to Hardingstone and Brackmills;
Provision of a public riverside walkway and cycle path to link with existing
routes;
A pedestrian bridge between the two sites at the western edge of development
and other measures to actively encourage walking/cycling to the centre and rail
station.
Brampton Arm to Southbridge (part of Waterside)
Improved pedestrian and cycle access along the watercourses, including the
'
missing link'around the southernmost gas holder area.
Becket’s Park and the Marina
A high quality network of footpaths, cycle routes and bridges

Northampton Cycle Development Plan Revision 4
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3.1.18 No specific routes are illustrated in the CAAP for any of the above proposals.
The routes illustrated on the cycling development plan are based on the text
descriptions and should be viewed as such. The routes in Becketts Park and the
marina area are illustrated in greater depth in relation to the Waterside masterplan and
are therefore considered there. The cycling proposals in the CAAP are still in draft
format and are subject to cycling audits and testing prior to their finalisation. The
reader is therefore strongly recommended to consult the latest version of the CAAP
when considering cycling infrastructure in and around the town centre area.
3.1.19 The stakeholder consultation process has highlighted the importance of town
centre area permeability for cyclists. The town centre area has the potential to attract
many trips for numerous purposes, for example employment, retail, leisure and
education. Accordingly permeability for cyclists within the town centre area should be
considered and implemented in relation to any future development
proposals/movement strategies for the town centre area and should incorporate, where
not already provided, high quality cycle parking facilities, situated in prominent places
at destination.
Safer Routes to School
3.1.20 NCC operate a safer routes to school (SRTS) scheme which aims to provide
engineering improvements within the vicinity of all school sites in order to improve road
safety and accessibility and to encourage more children to walk or cycle to school.
Improvements can include 20mph zones, crossing facilities, new or extended lengths of
footway or cycleway and enhanced signing, lining and lighting. Historically the primary
emphasis of this scheme has been to reduce casualty levels rather than improvements
to accessibility, hence most improvements undertaken to date have been orientated
towards this focus.
3.1.21 The ‘hard’ infrastructure measures are supported by ‘soft’ initiatives such as
school travel plans, on-site cycle storage facilities, crossing patrols, walking buses,
cycle trains and cycle training.
3.1.22 NCC are committed to providing every school in the county with a SRTS
scheme. The roll-out of these schemes is based on prioritising each school against a
number of criteria including, accident records and indices of deprivation.
3.1.23 No cycling infrastructure proposals are programmed to come forward this year
in relation to safer routes to school, however safer routes to school should be
considered as part of the cycling development plan moving forwards.
3.1.24 It should be noted that schools in Northamptonshire are currently being
considered as part of an organisation exercise which may result in some schools being
relocated, merged with others or closed. This cycling development plan considers links
to schools in their existing locations. Where the organisation exercise affects existing
school locations then links to schools should be reconsidered by future readers
accordingly.

14

Northampton Cycle Development Plan Revision 4

Missing Cycle Links
3.1.25 In addition to the schemes already described above other proposals, or
missing links, have been identified. These proposals have been identified via a
combination of site visits, reviewing the cycling development plan as it has evolved in
relation to anticipated growth patterns in Northampton and via stakeholder consultation.
The missing links are detailed in Table 5, in later sections of this chapter.

3.2 STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
3.2.1 The following stakeholders were engaged in the cycling development plan
process for Northampton:
Loretta Spyers-Ashby, Northamptonshire County Council;
Emma Arklay, Northampton Borough Council;
Patrick Davis, Sustrans; and
John Cutler, Cyclists Touring Club.
3.2.2 The stakeholder engagement took the form of presenting the existing cycle
route network and discussing any identified schemes.
3.3 CYCLING DEVELOPMENT PLAN SCHEMES
3.3.1 The mapping is available in Appendix 5. To keep the cycling development plan
as simple as possible, the mapping was based on showing the following:
Existing on-carriageway;
Existing off-carriageway;
Traffic calming;
Proposed on-carriageway;
Proposed off-carriageway; and
3.3.2 For additional information, the map has also been annotated to highlight
identified future schemes and to aid in their identification when compared with Table 5.
3.4 DELIVERY AND FUNDING OPTIONS
3.4.1 An important part of the cycling development plan is to outline the existing status
potential timescale for delivery, and indicative costs for each scheme proposal. Table
4 summarises schemes which are programmed for delivery, however construction has
not been completed to date. Table 5 summarises identified future schemes including
approximate cost estimates and potential funding sources.

Table 4 Implemented schemes
Scheme Scheme
Ref
source

Description

Scheme
cost
estimate

Status/Funding

Northampton Cycle Development Plan Revision 4
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Scheme Scheme
Ref
source

Description

Scheme
cost
estimate

I1

CIF

Sandy Lane Relief Road – Provision of 3m Unknown
wide shared foot/cycleway throughout
length and toucan crossings at some
junctions, linking with new developments
and existing cycleway on A45 Weedon
Road

Part constructed. CIF
funded.

I2

CIF

Sandy Lane Improvement North –
Provision of 3m wide shared foot/cycleway
throughout length and toucan crossings at
some junctions, linking with Sandy Lane
Relief Road proposals and the A428
Harlestone Road

Unknown

Part constructed. CIF
funded.

I3

Connect2

Connect 2 - Construction of 4km of shared
foot/cycleway and replacement of two
bridges over the River Nene

£2,000,000

Construction in
progress/Funding from
various sources.

I4

NCC
Crestwood Road – Installation of toucan
(schemes) crossing

Unknown

Anticipated delivery in
Autumn 2009.

I5

CIF

Northamptonshire Modal Shift – Orbital
route around Northampton, including new
cycling infrastructure, improvements to
existing infrastructure and marketing

£750,000

Concept design.
Anticipated delivery in
2011/2012.

I6

Connect2

Bridge and links to Banbury Lane –
Bridge over River Nene/Grand Union Canal
and link to Banbury Lane

£800,000

To be constructed by
Northampton Borough
Council in 2010

Total cost estimate

Status/Funding

£3.55M where costs available

Table 5 Future schemes
Scheme Scheme
Ref
source

Description

F1

River Nene (Old Course) - Offcarriageway route along River
Nene (old course), north bank

F2

F3

F4
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Waterside Masterplan
(2005)

Waterside Masterplan
(2005)

Waterside Masterplan
(2009)

Waterside Masterplan
(2009)

River Nene (north bank), to
east of A45 Upton Way - Offcarriageway track
Link between Castle Station/St
Peters and Waterside - off-road
link via Foot Meadow Park,
including Crossing between
Castle Station and Waterside
and bridge works in three
locations
Route extensions at Cotton
End to the south of the
Carlsberg Brewery - Off-road
link including bridge works in two
locations;
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Approximate Status/ Funding
cost
estimate

£131,760

Concept
only/Likely to be
funded by
developer.

£144,360

Concept
only/Likely to be
funded by
developer.
Concept
only/Likely to be
funded by
developer.

£119,160
Concept
only/Likely to be
funded by
developer.
£405,960

Scheme Scheme
Ref
source

Description

F5

Becketts Park - Provison of two
bridges at the south-western
extent of Becketts Park

F6

F7

F8

F9

F10

Waterside Masterplan
(2009)

Waterside Masterplan
(2009)

CAAP (2009)

CAAP (2009)

CAAP (2009)

CAAP (2009)

Extension of existing routes
eastbound from Becketts Park
– Off-road link
Avon/Nunn Mills/Ransome
Road Development Area Development and improved offcarriageway cycle links to
Hardingstone and Brackmill
(indicative route/location shown)
Avon/Nunn Mills/Ransome
Road Development Area Provision of a public riverside
walkway and cycle path to link
with existing routes. (indicative
route/location shown)
Avon/Nunn Mills/Ransome
Road Development Area pedestrian bridge between the
two sites at the western edge of
development and other
measures to actively encourage
walking/cycling to the centre and
rail station. (indicative
route/location shown)

Approximate Status/ Funding
cost
estimate

£240,000

Concept
only/Likely to be
funded by
developer.

£135,360

Concept
only/Likely to be
funded by
developer.
Concept
only/Likely to be
funded by
developer.

£214,560
Concept
only/Likely to be
funded by
developer.
£164,160
Concept
only/Likely to be
funded by
developer.

£120,000

Brampton Arm to Southbridge
(part of Waterside) - Improved
off-carriageway pedestrian and
cycle access along the
watercourses, including the
'
missing link'around the
southernmost gas holder area.
(indicative route/location shown)

Concept
only/Likely to be
funded by
developer.

£66,960
F11

F12

F13

Cycling England (2008)/ Inner Ring Road – Provision of
Cycling Corridor
on-road cycle route on Grafton
Masterplan
Street, Campbell Street, Upper
Mounts and Lower Mounts

Potential CIF corridor

Potential CIF corridor

£201,480

Concept only.
Potential to be
LTP3 funded.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.

£155,880

Outline aspiration
design. GAF
2010/11. Potential
for Sustrans third
funding as part of
wider corridor.

Welford Road corridor:
predominantly on-carriageway
route linking Dallington Grange
with Hill Top.

St James’ Mill Road corridor:
predominantly on-carriageway
route linking existing cycle lanes
on Spencer Bridge Road with
existing cycle tracks on Harvey
Reeves Road and the Connect 2
scheme.

Outline aspiration
design. GAF
2010/11.

£21,840
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Scheme Scheme
Ref
source

Description

F14

Mill Road corridor: combination
of on and off-road infrastructure
linking existing off-carriageway
infrastructure on Mill Road with
traffic calming on Osborne Road,
via Kingsthorpe Park.

F15

F16

F17

F18

F19

F20

F21

F22

F24

18

Potential CIF corridor

Potential CIF corridor

A5076 Talavera Way – offcarriageway facilities (potential
alternative route for COG)

Cycling Corridor
Masterplan

A5123 Booth Rise/A5123
Kettering Road North/Moulton
Way - off-carriageway facilities
(potential alternative route for
part of COG)

Cycling Corridor
Masterplan

£256,560

Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.

£315,960

Cycling Corridor
Masterplan

Gladstone Road - oncarriageway route

£47,760

£32,160

Concept only.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.

£48,960

Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.

£21,120

Concept only.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.

£129,960

Concept only.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding as part of
wider corridor.

£8,640

Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.

A428 Harlestone Road/Warren
Road - off-carriageway facilities

A4500 Weedon Road - oncarriageway route
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Concept only.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.
Concept only.
Potential to be
LTP3 funded.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.

Abington Vale to Weston
Favell - on-carriageway route

A45 Weedon Road (adjacent to
South View) – off-carriageway
link

Cycling Corridor
Masterplan

£671,760

Outline aspiration
design. GAF
2010/11. Potential
for some funding
via British Timkin
development
proposals.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.

Phippsville to Weston Favell
via Cotterville and Westone –
on-carriageway route

Cycling Corridor
Masterplan

Cycling Corridor
Masterplan

£231,360

Outline aspiration
design. GAF
2010/11. Potential
for Sustrans third
funding as part of
wider corridor.

Harlestone Road corridor:
combination of on and offcarriageway infrastructure on
Harlestone Road, Lodge Way
and Hawksmoor Way, in
conjunction with traffic calming
on Firsview Drive, Eldean Road
and Ryeland Road.

Cycling Corridor
Masterplan

Cycling Corridor
Masterplan/Sustrans
Stakeholder
Consultation

Approximate Status/ Funding
cost
estimate

Scheme Scheme
Ref
source

Description

F25

Main Road - on-carriageway
route

F26

F27

F28

F29

F30

F31

F32

F33

F34

Cycling Corridor
Masterplan

Cycling Corridor
Masterplan

Cycling Corridor
Masterplan

£14,400

Concept only.
Potential for some
funding via British
Timkin
development
proposals.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding as part of
wider corridor.

£7,440

Concept only.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.

£9,360

Concept only.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.

£14,400

Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.

Main Road to Duston Upper
School - on-carriageway route

Avon Drive (linking with
Dallington Grange) - oncarriageway route

Cycling Corridor
Masterplan

Nene Drive (linking with
Dallington Grange) - oncarriageway route

Sustrans Stakeholder
Consultation

High Street/Booth Lane South
– Off carriageway link between
proposals at F18 and local
schools and existing offcarriageway tracks. A crossing
over the A4500 Wellingborough
Road is likely to be required.

Cycling Corridor
Masterplan/ NCC –
Stakeholder
Consultation

A5199 Welford Road/A508
Harborough Road/Lincoln
Street/Kingsthorpe Grove - offcarriageway route

Cycling Corridor
Masterplan/ NCC and
Sustrans– Stakeholder
Consultation

Hill Top to Moulton Park –
Existing off-road route requiring
review and rationalisation
including small extension on Red
House Road to connect existing
routes

MGWSP

Approximate Status/ Funding
cost
estimate

Duston Mill Lane - Link existing
off-carriageway provision on A45
Upton Way and Harvey Reeves
Road with Bridleway route at
south of Duston Mill Lane,
including toucan crossing on
Sixfields Leisure Complex arm of
roundabout

MGWSP/ NCC –
Stakeholder
Consultation/Waterside
Masterplan 2009

A508 Bridge Street/Cotton End
– On-road facilities linking
existing provision with Inner Ring
Road

MGWSP/CAAP

Disused Railway Line between
Northampton Station and
Brackmills – Provide off-road
cycle track alongside proposed
segregated bus route

£277,560

£433,560

£267,960

Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.
Concept only.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding as part of
wider corridor.
Concept only.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding as part of
wider corridor.
Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.

£168,360

£14,280

£1,033,560

Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.
Concept only.
Likely to be
developer funded
(at least in part).
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.
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Scheme Scheme
Ref
source

Description

F35

A43 Towcester Road – Oncarriageway facilities to link
existing off-road facilities with the
Inner Ring Road, on road
facilities could also be provided

F36

F37

F38

F39

F40

F41

F42

F43

F44
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MGWSP

MGWSP

MGWSP

MGWSP

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

NCC/Sustrans –
Stakeholder
Consultation

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

A5123 St Peters Way – Shared
foot/cycleway and upgrade
crossings to toucan crossings
Town centre- Provide quality
on-road east to west cycle route
through the town centre linking
with existing/proposed routes
outside of the Inner Ring Road
via toucan crossings
Town centre - Provide quality
on-road north to south cycle
route through the town centre
linking with existing/proposed
routes outside of the Inner Ring
Road via toucan crossings

Approximate Status/ Funding
cost
estimate

£198,720

£468,360

Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.

£21,360

Concept only.
Potential to be
LTP3 funded.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding as part of
wider corridor.

£16,560

Concept only.
Potential to be
LTP3 funded.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding as part of
wider corridor.

£641,160

Concept only.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding as part of
wider corridor.

Lings Way/Wellingborough
Road – Off-carriageway route

Wellingborough
Road/Abington Park
Crescent/Bridgewater
Drive/Beech Avenue – On/off
road route linking with Abington
Park and Abington Vale Middle
School. Acknowledge that
difficulties may be encountered
when considering the section
bridge over the A43
Kings Meadow School Link –
provision of toucan crossing at
Talavera Way linking with offroad route between Talavera
Way and Kings Meadow School,
Nunn Mills Road – On/off-road
route linking existing off-road
cycle track on Bedford Road with
proposals at F7
Buckton Fields Link –
Provision of links between new
development area and existing
areas of Northampton, to link
into existing cycling
infrastructure to provide
continuous routes
Hunsbarrow Road to Ringway
- Off-road link, previously
identified by Sustrans linking
northern areas of Briar Hill
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Concept only.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.

Possible funds
from development
parcels to south of
Wellingborough
Road. Potential
for Sustrans third
funding as part of
wider corridor.
£794,160

£60,000

£134,160

Concept only.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.
Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.
Concept only.
Funding via
development
proposals.

None

£50,760

Concept only.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.

Scheme Scheme
Ref
source

Description

F45

Wooldale Road – Off-road link
between existing off-road
facilities to the east of the
Quinton Road roundabout and
the existing on-road facilities on
Rowtree Road. Suitable
crossing facilities are likely to be
required on both sides of the
bridge over the A508 London
Road. An off carriageway
section linking the proposal with
Butts Road is also provided for
less experienced cyclists.

F46

F47

F48

F49

F50

F51

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.

£372,360

£459,690

Concept only.
Funding likely to
be via
development
proposals.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.

£163,560

Concept only.
Funding likely to
be via
development
proposals.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.

£30,600

Concept only.
Funding potentially
available from
development
proposals on
Ladybridge Drive

Penvale Road/Hardwick
Way/Wooton Hall – Off-road
facilities linking Rowtree Road
with Mere Way, requires toucan
crossings on A45 Mere Way

Hilldrop Road - Off-road
facilities linking Rowtree Road
with Clanwell Road

Ladybridge Drive – On-road
link throughout length of
Ladybridge Drive

Kings Heath to Railway
Station – Combination of on/offroad route sections linking
existing cycle tracks in the Kings
Heath area with Black Lion Hill
adjacent to the railway station

MGWSP/NCC
Kettering Road – off road
Stakeholder consultation facilities linking Morrison’s
Supermarket with existing
facilities on the northern side of
Kettering Road and extending
towards existing traffic calmed
streets further to the south
West Northamptonshire
Emergent Joint Core
Strategy

Approximate Status/ Funding
cost
estimate

Northampton North Links Provision of links between new
development area and existing
areas of Northampton, to link
into existing cycling
infrastructure to provide
continuous routes

Concept only.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.
£37,680
Concept only.
Potential for
Sustrans third
funding.
£157,560
Concept locations
only. Funding via
development
proposals.
None
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Scheme Scheme
Ref
source

Description

F53

West Northamptonshire
Emergent Joint Core
Strategy

Northampton West Links –
Provision of links between new
development area and existing
areas of Northampton, to link
into existing cycling
infrastructure to provide
continuous routes

None

Concept locations
only. Funding via
development
proposals.

F54

West Northamptonshire
Emergent Joint Core
Strategy

Northampton South Links Provision of links between new
development area and existing
areas of Northampton, to link
into existing cycling
infrastructure to provide
continuous routes

None

Concept locations
only. Funding via
development
proposals.

F56

Sustrans Stakeholder
Consultation

NCN Route 6 (Kingsthorpe to
Kings Heath section) – Offcarriageway section of NCN
route 6 which requires reengineering due to degraded
condition

F57

F58

F59

F60

F61

Sustrans Stakeholder
Consultation

Hill Farm Rise/Clannell Road –
Off-carriageway route linking
existing off-carriageway facilities

Sustrans Stakeholder
Consultation

A508 Blacky-More bridge Bridge over the A508 providing
safer crossing facilities for
pedestrians and cyclists

Sustrans Stakeholder
Consultation

A5095 Rushmere Road – Offcarriageway route linking the
Bedford Road and Billing Road
corridors

Sustrans Stakeholder
Consultation

Horsley Road – Off carriageway
route linking route proposals

Sustrans Stakeholder
Consultation

Becketts Park – Offcarriageway route including
junction works to improve safety
and ease of movements for
cyclists at Derngate and Nunn
Mills

Approximate Status/ Funding
cost
estimate

Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.
£246,960

£117,360

£123,960

£122,760

£61,560

Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.
Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.
Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.
Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.
Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.

£294,360

F62

Sustrans Stakeholder
Consultation

Collingtree to Grange Park –
Concept only. No
Crossing over the A508 and
funding stream
associated route sections linking
identified.
settlements. No firm proposals
£123,960
in terms of form and location
(costs for
determined at this stage
crossing only)

F63

Sustrans Stakeholder
Consultation

Kettering Road to Abington
Avenue – Off carriageway route
using residential streets, may
require extensions to existing
traffic calming

F64
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Sustrans Stakeholder
Consultation

Canal Towpath within vicinity
of Upton Way – Off-carriageway
route following existing canal
towpath
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Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.
£23,520

£848,760

Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.

Scheme Scheme
Ref
source

Description

F65

Hazeldene Road/Fulford
Drive/Kingsley
Road/Newnham Road –
predominantly on-carriageway
route, with some sections of off
carriageway provision.
Extensions to existing traffic
calming provision may be
required in places.

Sustrans Stakeholder
Consultation

Approximate Status/ Funding
cost
estimate
Concept only. No
funding stream
identified.

£35,880

Total cost estimate (Routes)
F66

F67

MGWSP

MGWSP

£11,777,640
Maintenance and Improvement
Strategy: Develop an ongoing
maintenance and improvement
strategy for existing
Northampton cycle routes

£765,280
£315,000

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

Cycle Parking: Improve cycle
parking at educational sites

F69

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

Cycle Hubs: Improve cycle
parking in the town centre by
providing cycle parking hubs at
public transport interchanges
and at existing multi-storey car
parks (Becketts park hub is
assumed to be included as part
of the Waterside development
proposals)

F71

F72

F73

F74

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

Signing Strategy: Develop and
implement a coherent signage
strategy for existing and
proposed Northampton cycle
routes, especially within the
inner ring road area

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

Cycle maps: Develop and
maintain high quality cycling map
for Northampton

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

Promotional activities: Develop
and implement a promotion
strategy to highlight the facilities
available to would be cyclists

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

£8000

Cycle parking: Improve cycle
parking provision at employment
sites via development of travel
plans and through the “Take a
Stand” scheme.

F68

F70

Proposal only.
Funding likely to
be via LTP3.

Personal Travel Planning:
Provide personalised travel
planning for residents,
employees and pupils in
Northampton
Cycle Training: Provision of
cycle training for cyclists at all
levels of competence

Match funding by
employer and NCC

Proposal only.
Proposal only.
Joint funding by
developers and LA

£194,458
Proposal only.
Joint funding by
developers and LA
£97,229

£97,229

£97,229

Proposal only.
Joint funding by
developers and LA
Proposal only.
Joint funding by
developers and LA
Proposal only.
Joint funding by
developers and LA

£486,145

£38,892

Proposal only.
Joint funding by
developers and LA
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Scheme Scheme
Ref
source

Description

F75

Monitoring Strategy: Develop
and implement a monitoring
strategy with the aim of
identifying key cycling corridors,
where schemes have worked
and why and the uptake of ‘soft’
measures

NCC – Stakeholder
Consultation

Approximate Status/ Funding
cost
estimate
Proposal only.
Joint funding by
developers and LA

£8,000

Total cost estimate (Strategy and cycle parking)

£2,107,462

Note: Future scheme costs do not include service diversion/protection or contingency. Costs have been
calculated using fixed unit rates and do not take into account site specific issues and therefore should be
reviewed before use in any form of bid or planning agreement. Costs include for the provision of one cycle
counter per route scheme.

3.4.2 It is worth considering that wherever cycle route proposals provide linkages to
schools, there is a potential part funding stream available via Sustrans third funding.
3.5 PRIORITISATION OF SCHEMES
3.5.1 In order to prioritise the list of future schemes, a framework assessment was
undertaken based upon reviewing the 3 year accident data on the links, the number of
nearby education establishments within 200m of the links, the number of healthcare
sites within 200m of the link and its overall contribution to increasing accessibility to key
trip attractors, such as leisure facilities, the railway station and Northampton town
centre.
3.5.2 This analysis, in some cases, considers whole route corridors, such as the wider
Waterside development area or town centre routes to allow for consideration of
cohesive delivery of whole routes rather than a fragmented network of route corridors.
3.5.3 This is a relatively rough analysis that relies on an assessment of the proximity
of education, healthcare, leisure and shopping facilities based upon as the crow flies
measurements. A weighting has been applied to routes that directly link into the town
centre and the railway station so that the concentration of trip attractors in these areas
are taken into account. A weighting has also been applied to routes linking with the
future expansion areas, as illustrated at Appendix 3.
3.5.4 The accessibility benefits of each link/corridor have been determined by scoring
1 point per accessibility criteria met in conjunction with the 3 year accident records
within the vicinity of the link/corridor. Table 6 summarises the results of this analysis.
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Improves
accessibility to
East/North

Total

(total score)

3 year PIA
record on
link(s) – Peds &
Cycles
Accessibility

Scheme
Description

Link/Corridor
Identification
Code

Table 6 Prioritised list of links/corridors (Future schemes)

18.0

F11

Inner Ring Road

14.0

F18

Phippsville to Weston
Favell via Cotterville and
Westone

6.0

F39,F40

Lings Way/Wellingborough
Road/Abington Park
Crescent/Bridgewater Drive

5.0

F14,F30

Kingsthorpe corridor

10.0

F12,F31

Welford Road corridor + Hill
Top to Moulton Park links

4.0

F15

Harlestone Road corridor

3.0

F22,F25

A428 Harlestone
Road/Warren Road/Main
Road

4.0

F36

A5123 St Peters Way

5.0

F50

Kettering Road

2.0

Kettering Road to Abington
Avenue

3.0

F35

A43 Towcester Road

3.0

F17

A5123 Booth Rise/A5123
Kettering Road
North/Moulton Way

4.0

F49

Kings Heath to Railway
Station

1.0

F37,F38

Wider Waterside
F1,F2,F3,F4,F5,F6,F7,F8,F9,F10 Development Area

Improves
accessibility to
East/North

Total

(total score)

3 year PIA
record on
link(s) – Peds &
Cycles
Accessibility

Scheme
Description

Link/Corridor
Identification
Code

Town Centre (North to
South and East to West
routes)

0.0

F13

St James’ Mill Road
corridor

3.0

F47

Hilldrop Road

2.0

F19

Abington Vale to Weston
Favell

3.0

F21

Gladstone Road

1.0

F34

Disused Railway Line
between Northampton
Station and Brackmills

0.0

F46

Penvale Road/Hardwick
Way/Wooton Hall

0.0

F61

Becketts Park

2.0

F65

Hazeldene Road/Fulford
Drive/Kingsley
Road/Newnham Road

1.0
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A4500 Weedon Road

0.0

F33

A508 Bridge Street/Cotton
End

1.0

F44

Hunsbarrow Road to
Ringway

0.0

F45

Wooldale Road

2.0

F29

High Street/Booth Lane
South

2.0

F42

Nunn Mills Road

0.0

F64

Canal Towpath within
vicinity of Upton Way

0.0

F16

A5076 Talavera Way

0.0

F26

Main Road to Duston Upper
School

0.0

F27

Avon Drive (linking with
Dallington Grange)

0.0

F28

Nene Drive (linking with
Dallington Grange)

1.0

F41

Kings Meadow School Link

0.0

F32

Duston Mill Lane

0.0

F56

NCN Route 6 (Kingsthorpe
to Kings Heath section)

0.0

F58

A508 Blacky-More bridge

1.0

F59

A5095 Rushmere Road

1.0

F60

Horsley Road

0.0

F20

A45 Weedon Road
(adjacent to South View)

0.0

F48

Ladybridge Drive

0.0

F57

Hill Farm Rise/Clannell
Road

0.0

F62

Collingtree to Grange Park

0.0

Improves
accessibility to
East/North

Total

(total score)

3 year PIA
record on
link(s) – Peds &
Cycles
Accessibility

Scheme
Description

Link/Corridor
Identification
Code
F24

3.5.5 The strategy and supporting measures have not been assessed in terms of
priority as no framework for accurate assessment of such measures exists. The
Cycling England report entitled ‘Analysis and synthesis of evidence on the effects of
investment in six Cycling Demonstration Towns’, published 2009, concludes that it is
not possible to draw conclusions about which interventions in which towns are more
successful than others.
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3.5.6 Cycling England are able to conclude that a sustained and well-designed
programme of investment in cycling, at approximately £10 per head of population is
sufficient to achieve increased levels of cycling.
3.5.7 The links detailed to future development proposals (F51 to F55) have also not
been prioritised as it is assumed that these links will be brought forwards as part of the
package of sustainable measures to support each major development area.
3.6 SCHEME ASSESSMENT
3.6.1 The form and location of future schemes has been assessed at a strategic level
and as such all future schemes will be subject to detailed review, and possible
amendment as a result of this exercise.
3.6.2 Schemes should be assessed in relation to best practice guidance specified by
the Department for Transport (DfT), Institution of Highways and Transportation (IHT),
Sustrans and Cycling England with particular attention paid to the hierarchy of cycling
provision set out at Table 1 of Local Transport Note (LTN) 2/08 in the first instance.
Appraisals for funding should be carried out according to WebTAG.
3.6.3 Subsequent design and delivery of schemes should be in line with current best
practice DfT guidance, accompanied by a detailed multi-stage audit as described in the
IHT’s ‘Guidelines for cycle audit and cycle review (1998).’
3.6.4 It is therefore important to note that the form of future schemes is subject to
change once the detailed assessment process described above is undertaken.

4 Conclusion
4.1.1 This report has been prepared on behalf of Northamptonshire County Council to
provide an evidence base to assist with the preparation of the LTP3 document.
4.1.2 This report outlines the cycling development plan for Northampton to facilitate
previously identified growth and modal shift targets of 20% for new developments and
5% for the existing town. The cycling development plan is intended to assist with
achieving these targets by identifying missing links in the existing cycling infrastructure
network, in relation to development and expansion proposals for the town of
Northampton and applying an indicative timeframe to their delivery.
4.1.3 Short term or ‘quick wins’ are identified. These are schemes which are at an
advanced stage of design and have secured funding sources. It is envisaged that
these schemes will be implemented in late 2009/early 2010.
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4.1.4 Medium to long term aspirations are also identified. The potential benefits of
each proposed cycleway are considered in relation to accessibility to local amenities
and services, as well as personal injury accident records. A priority score has been
applied to each proposal to inform the decision making process.
4.1.5 Additional ‘strategy’ items have been considered, for example cycle parking,
signing, maps, promotion and maintenance which are considered to be key to realising
a positive cycling culture amongst residents of Northampton.
4.1.6 Schemes F37/F38 (town centre through routes), F11 (inner ring road) and F18
(Phippsville to Weston Favell via Cotterville and Westone) scored highly against the
accessibility/accident level record criteria used to derive rouote prioritisation. It is
therefore considered that these schemes should be prioritised for future
implementation.
4.1.7 Northampton benefits from a relatively high level of existing cycle route
infrastructure, however the linkages between areas are fragmented in places and
penetration into the town centre area, particularly across the inner ring road, is poor.
Northampton is forecast to experience significant levels of growth in the coming years,
particularly in edge of town locations, and to a lesser extent via infill developments. It
is recommended that a cycling culture in Northampton is promoted via the provision of
high quality cycle linkages between existing infrastructure and new developments with
particular focus on routes between local trip attractors and new settlement areas.
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APPENDIX NO 1: A map for cyclists,
Northampton and the surrounding area
(2009/2010 edition)

Northampton Cycle Development Plan Revision 4

29

APPENDIX NO 2:
location plans
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Proposed cycle counter
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APPENDIX NO 3: West Northamptonshire
Northampton Illustrative Distribution
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APPENDIX NO 4: Waterside Masterplan
(2005) – Figure 18
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APPENDIX NO 5:

Cycling Development Plan
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