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Introduction
The Importance of Conservation Areas
“Historic Areas are now extensively
recognised for the contribution they make to
our cultural inheritance, economic well being
and quality of life. Public support for the
conservation and enhancement of areas of
architectural and historic interest is well
established. By suggesting continuity and
stability, such areas provide points of
reference in a rapidly changing world; they
represent the familiar and cherished local
scene.”
English Heritage: “Management of Conservation
Areas”, Feb 2006

B

illing Road Conservation Area is a new
conservation area designation, justified
by the consistently high architectural
quality of the buildings which line the north
side of the Billing Road and part of Cliftonville,
and the contribution which they make to the
urban scene.

These buildings included new superior “villa”
houses, the work of renowned architects. They
illustrate the tastes, affluence and aspirations
of Northampton residents in the second half
of the 19th century at a time when an
economically buoyant town was extending
rapidly eastward.
This document sets out the appraisal of the
new Billing Road Conservation Area
undertaken during March 2011.
Planning context
Conservation areas are protected by a
number of Acts and statutory guidance.
The Civil Amenities Act 1967 first introduced
the concept of conservation areas. This was
succeeded by Section 69 of the Planning
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Area) Act
1990, which places a duty on local authorities
to designate as conservation areas “areas of
special architectural or historic interest, the
character or appearance of which it is
desirable to preserve or enhance”. Local
authorities must also formulate and publish
proposals for the preservation and
enhancement of their conservation areas. This
is normally in the form of generic guidance
and a management plan specific to each
conservation area.
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Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning and the
Historic Environment (PPS 5) sets out
Government policy and the English Heritage
publication “PPS5 - Historic Environment
Planning Practice Guide” amplifies the PPS
and gives detail on how it should be applied.
Conservation areas are ‘designated heritage
assets’ and there is an emphasis on
enhancing or better revealing the
significance of conservation areas.
The objectives of conservation area
designation are:
 To give effect to conservation policies for
a particular neighbourhood or area
 To introduce a general control over the
demolition of unlisted buildings and
structures within the area
 To introduce a general control over the
removal of important trees
 To provide the basis for policies designed
to preserve or enhance all aspects of the
character or appearance that define an
area’s special interest. This will necessarily
include the identification of buildings and
structures, open spaces, views, trees and
areas of the public realm which make
positive contributions to the area.
Summary of special interest
The buildings which line the northern side of
Billing Road and part of Cliftonville are a
representative collection of mid-Victorian
architecture at its best. Together they
exemplify the variety of styles and tastes
which co-existed from 1860s to the late 1880s,
presenting a remarkably consistent, fine and
genteel character.
The Billing Road provides excellent examples
of the status conscious mid-Victorian
expressed through the architecture. There is a
variety of house types – terraced, semidetached and large detached – ranging
from modest freehold to important
architectural commissions. Each building is
striving to establish its own special level of
respectability. The contrast between
uniformity and individuality, fashion and
eccentricity creates visual vitality and interest
along the entire length of the road.
Although the uses of many of the buildings
have changed, the area remains
fundamentally unaltered since 1890 and
retains its air of prestige.

Northampton Borough Council
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This is an area of exceptionally consistent
high-quality buildings. Almost all of the 80-plus
buildings included within the boundary are
either listed or are of local list quality, being
noted for their special architectural and
historic interest.
Ownership boundaries are a characteristic
feature of this area. Boundary walls and
railings, entrance gates and piers1, together
with evidence of many original individual
house names and terrace names proclaim a
special pride in property.
Fine examples of the use of local building
materials and a diversity of architectural
embellishments add to the lively street
presence of the buildings.
The largest open space is Billing Road
Cemetery, which opened in 1847. It was
originally established by private enterprise on
a then out-of-town site. It provides a
contrasting oasis of green and calm within the
present-day urban setting.
Single mature trees, some of which may well
date from the late 19th century, punctuate
the street scene with great presence and add
to the genteel character of the road. The
addition of other garden trees provide
summer shade and interest which
counteracts the impact of this busy traffic
route.
Location and context

The new conservation area is an urban area
lying immediately to the east of the historic
core of Northampton. It focuses along the
Billing Road, which provided a historic link
between the town and the ancient
settlement of Great Billing. Within its total
area of 13.6 ha. the area includes, at its
eastern end a cemetery with contrasting

1

Pier: a solid masonry support.
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open green space. Billing Road follows the
top of the valley slope with the land falling
gently southwards towards the River Nene.
From the late 18th century the land to the
south of the road was mainly developed for
institutional uses, including an infirmary and
an asylum. From the late 1850s land to the
north was developed as streets of terraced
houses and factories associated with the boot
and shoe industry – a recently designated
conservation area.
Historic development
The western end of the Billing Road
Conservation Area lies just outside the
medieval walls of the town – today marked
by the line of York Road and Cheyne Walk.
Neither Speed’s Map of 1610 nor Noble &
Butlin’s 1747 map show a gate in the wall at
this point nor was there any development
outside the walls here at that time.
Dawson’s map of 1835 shows that this area
remains undeveloped, showing only the
Infirmary – the oldest part of Northampton
General Hospital – which dates from 1793.
However a road can be seen in 1835 along
the route followed today by the Billing Road.
Two buildings can also be seen called “Nine
Springs” and “Shaw’s Farm”. These buildings
do not now remain today, although the
name “Nine Springs” survived until recently in
the fine villa on the corner of Cliftonville built
in 1860 (now renamed Oxford House). The
decorative gateposts for the original property,
inscribed with ‘Nine Springs’ survive on the
Billing Road elevation. The decorative
gatepost for the original property, inscribed
with 'Nine Springs' survive on the Billing Road
elevation.
The central block of the General Lunatic
Asylum at St Andrew’s was built in 1837 and,
together with the Northampton Infirmary, set
the pattern, character and use of much of
the land on the south side of the Billing Road.
Both remain dominant features of the
southern aspect of the conservation area to
this day.
The map produced by Wood and Law (see
map 4 in Appendix 1) shows that most of the
north side of Billing Road was orchards in 1847,
whilst Cliftonville was laid out but (apart from
Springfield) still undeveloped.
Birdsall’s map of 1878 shows evidence of the
eastern expansion of Northampton and the
beginning of development along Billing Road.
5
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Eight houses can already be seen in
Cliftonville. By this time the pattern of the nine
roads which run into the Billing Road from the
north was also established, although Alfred
Street and Vernon Terrace did not connect to
Billing Road until after 1871. These streets
housed many of the workers in the boot and
shoe industry. It was into the adjacent Billing
Road that a great many masters and
manufacturers of the industry moved as soon
as possible. In Roberts Directory of 1884, 20%
of the householders are listed as being shoe
manufacturers. Solicitors, clergymen and
small private schools also make up a
significant number of inhabitants at this time.
Billing Road Cemetery opened just in time to
be shown on Wood & Law’s 1847 map,
making this the earliest development within
the boundary of the conservation area.
The early story of the Billing Road was one
defined by non- residential and institutional
use. These developments of infirmary, asylum
and cemetery must have seemed to be very
much on suitable peripheries of the town at
the time. However, such was the speed of
the expansion of the town that by 1874 a
report of the Sanitary Authorities announced
that “Northampton had placed its dead
where the living ought to be and the living
where the dead ought to be buried.” The
cemetery was by then bordered by houses on
its west side and a shortage of good building
land was a growing problem.
From the mid 19th century onwards residential
properties were appearing along the Billing
Road, but progress was neither very rapid nor
methodical as can be seen on Map 2,
Appendix 1.
Development started around the Cliftonville
area on land sold by the Corporation in 1845
with the proviso that only high class dwellings
should be erected. This very much set the
tone of professional and commercial middle
class superior dwellings which was a
continuation of slightly earlier developments
on Spencer Parade, Cheyne Walk and
Victoria Place to the west of Billing Road.
There must have been a growing demand for
genteel property, both in location and style
and the Billing Road and Cliftonville were the
places to fulfil that desire. However, it cannot
have been very smart by today’s standards –
at least to begin with – because in 1872 the
Improvement Commission ordered the
owners of the villas on Cliftonville to pave,
drain and sewer the street. Some of the
6

original York stone paving remains along the
stretch from outside Springhill to Redlands. The
inhabitants included a former Town Clerk, a
boot and shoe manufacturer, and Pickering
Phipps of the important local brewing firm
and twice mayor of the Borough.
On a lower part of the social scale land
opposite St Andrew’s Hospital was purchased
in 1853 by Northamptonshire Permanent
Benefit Building Society. This was an early
attempt to extend the suffrage in response to
the successes and influence of the
Northampton Town and County Freehold
Land Society, founded in 1848. The aim of
both societies was extending the vote to
urban working classes by enabling them to
qualify as freeholders of property of at least 40
shillings a year. The land became “Lyvedon
Terrace” – nos 45-49 – and was amongst the
first to be developed for the aspirations of a
lower class. However most of Billing Road was
predominantly developed as prestigious
dwellings for the well-heeled.
In 1864 Taylor’s Street Directory identifies only
11 houses occupied on the north side of the
road and 4 villas in Cliftonville. It was not until
shortly after 1887 with the completion of
numbers 36-38 Billing Road and the addition
of 61-62 that the final development of Billing
Road was in place.
The present day street scene was completed
with the modern redevelopment of the site of
nos 65-68, for flats, and the notable infill at no.
60 by architects Marshman Warren and Co. in
1965.
The first half of the 20th century had
remarkably little impact upon the road.
However as many of the (mainly larger)
properties changed from residential to
commercial use and pressure increased for
land close to the town centre, many buildings
were extended at the rear. Uniquely on the
Billing Road no. 42, the Conservative Club,
formerly “Eshcol Villa”, had space to extend
to the side. Villas in Cliftonville have had
chequered histories, changing uses many
times and with many extensions, none
architecturally successful.
Throughout the area accommodation for
cars and parking reduced the number of
stables and coach houses and altered the
design of some front gardens and their
entrances.
The most dramatic change in the 20th century
has been the deteriorating condition of the
Northampton Borough Council
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Billing Road Cemetery. As late as 1937 the
Ordnance Survey map shows the survival of
the original layout of the cemetery, the
Lodge, the Mortuary Chapel and the northern
extension of the burial area (added between
1885 and 1900). Today the elaborate layout is
simplified to a single circular route, the chapel
has gone and the Lodge is in a ruined state.

The overall character of the area was
established by the earliest development of
very substantial mid-Victorian villas in large
grounds. Subsequent developments did not
occupy such spacious plots, but nevertheless
imposing and prestigious buildings lined the
road, set back behind boundary walls and
front gardens.

In summary, the historic development of the
Billing Road Conservation Area is a rapid one,
concentrated almost exclusively within the
second half of the 19th century. Starting as a
smart residential area, the overall character
and basic fabric of the area has remained
largely unaltered in the last 100 years.

Today the consistently high quality and variety
of the architecture and the good level of
survival of original buildings and their features
gives a remarkably homogenous and
pleasant street scene.

Plan form
The plan form, or layout of the area is linear,
following the Billing Road in an east-west
orientation. With the exception of the
detached houses which are distributed in
large grounds around the rectangular shape
described by Cliftonville, the following forms
can be found:
•

The buildings are set back, to a greater or
lesser degree, from the north side of the
road on plots of irregular width and
length.

•

Both the plots and the buildings are of
generous proportions compared with the
tightly packed streets immediately to the
north.

•

Some, such as 45-55 Billing Road, have
rear access lanes.

•

The Cemetery at the eastern end also
borders the road, opening out into an
extensive L-shape.

Character
The character of the area shows a marked
contrast in appearance between the south
and north of Billing Road. The appearance of
the area is strikingly unbalanced as hospital
buildings and grounds dominate the south
side. Buildings within the northern part of the
Conservation Area are in regular order with a
series of neat building lines. In comparison to
the north side the setting to the south is much
more varied and lacking in visual unity. The
genteel character of the large south-facing
properties provides a sharp contrast to the
nine tightly-packed terraced streets which
join the Billing Road at right angles from the
north.

Northampton Borough Council

All the buildings are set back from the road
with front gardens; some of the larger
properties have driveways. These grounds are
an important element in the character of the
area. They contribute to a greater air of
gentility and privacy than is enjoyed by
adjacent streets. They also contribute texture
and colour to the streetscene in the form of
trees and shrubs and form a natural
counterpoint to the setting of the
architecture.
Views along the Billing Road are rhythmically
punctuated by the demarcation of
boundaries. These play a significant part both
in defining the present day character of the
area and the historic patterns of ownership.
Long stretches of iron railings, both plain and
ornamental on the south side, contrast with
the shorter boundary treatments of the north
side. But everywhere the boundaries make a
statement that is redolent of status and the
importance of marking and naming an
individual little piece of England. The
boundary treatments along the whole of the
south side of the Billing Road are all included
in the conservation area. They are included
because of the important visual contribution
which they make to the street scene and the
understanding of the historic development of
the Billing Road.
Busy traffic, especially at the Cliftonville Road
/Alfred Street crossroads, together with plenty
of cyclists and pedestrians gives the area a
lively bustling character.
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of 4 stories, either 3 stories with basement or 2
stories with attics and basement. This makes a
very consistent and imposing view along the
road. A fairly regular frontage, a continuous
boundary treatment to the broad footway –
punctuated by gate piers, the regular
fenestration (the layout of windows on an
elevation) of large pane windows – many
with single or double canted bays2, and the
skyline pattern of chimney stacks all combine
to set up a pleasing uniformity to the vista.
Stone carving over door of no. 44

Character Areas
Although the area has many common
characteristics as outlined above there are
four different areas which are described
below.
Alexandra Road to Cyril Street

Billing Road (nos 8-21) from Denmark Road to Victoria
Road

Billing Road (nos 2-7) from Alexandra Rd to Denmark Rd

This part of the conservation area is
dominated by imposing terraced properties
now largely in commercial use, the glorious
exception being the houses at nos 2 and 3
with their abundantly-planted attractive front
gardens.
The buildings on the north side very much
take the eye as the hospital buildings
opposite are mainly of indifferent quality and
of limited interest. There are exceptions in the
original part of the hospital – the General
Infirmary dated 1793 – and the Dispensary,
built before 1878. Both buildings make a very
positive contribution to the character of the
conservation area, as do the hospital walls
and railings.
After the two storey with attics of nos 2 and 3,
the buildings in this section are effectively all
8

However on closer examination there is a
great variety of styles from the eclectic
Gothic3 of nos 10-13 to the Classically-inspired
no. 16. The banded stonework of nos 8-9
owes much to the style of quality local
stonework tradition, as does no. 14 which was
perhaps inspired by this style some 20 years
later. Within this short stretch is an exuberant
variety of building materials; render, stone in
banded colours, stone with ashlar dressings4,
red brick and buff brick both with contrasting
dressings.
Numbers 10-13 were the first to be built, and
have a date stone of 1871. All the remaining
properties were built and occupied by 1884
with the possible exception of no.14 which,
although not listed in Roberts’ 1884 Directory,

A canted bay window has a flat front and angled
sides.
2

Gothic (Gothic Revival): a popular Victorian style
inspired by English medieval church architecture.
3

4

Ashlar: Cut stonework of any type, where the
blocks have squared sides, carefully squared
corners, and are laid in regular courses, usually with
fine joints. Dressings are contrasting materials (e.g.
stone or buff brick in a red brick building)
surrounding windows and doors; also found on the
corners (quoins).
Northampton Borough Council
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is nevertheless shown on the 1st Edition O.S. of
1883-87.
The character of this area is of a busy
roadway with lots of pedestrians. There are
few trees of note and little significant
vegetation. Many front gardens have been
lost to “low maintenance” schemes of hard
landscaping, with one (in front of nos 26-27)
being used for parking. Signage for the
various commercial enterprises which occupy
the buildings is conspicuous.
The street furniture, especially a bus stop on
the south side, is ready for replacement.

Oxford House

Billing Road (nos 22-27) from Victoria Road to Cyril Street

Beaumont

This section starts with two handsome but
modest properties at nos 2 and 3 and ends
with contrasting extravagance at the stonebuilt nos 26-27. With its bulk and
architecturally defined elevations to both
Billing Road and Cyril Street this pair of
buildings makes a visual link with the central
character area.

The junction of Cliftonville and Billing Road,
with Oxford House (formerly Nine Springs Villa)
on its east side, Beaumont to the west side
and nos 28-33 along the north side, has the
potential to be the most beautiful urban
location. It certainly must have been so in the
late 19th century (see the photo of Nine
Springs Villa in its heyday in Appendix 2, p. 25).
The character provided by the grouping of
large villas of varying styles within spacious
grounds among mature trees still has charm
and a more relaxed ambiance. This is in spite
of the impacts from the busy road junction,
extensions and alterations and, currently in
the case of “Beaumont”, vacancy.

Cyril Street to Vernon Terrace, including
Cliftonville
Lacking an obvious visual focal point or
cultural centre, the heart of the conservation
area lies between Cyril Street and Vernon
Terrace. This contains a group of houses that
were the first to be developed in the 1860s
and which were by far the most prestigious.
Their architectural importance is recognised
by the inclusion of 17 of them in the national
list of buildings of architectural or historic
interest (Listed Buildings)5.

Listed building: a building of high architectural
quality and/or having historical value, identified as
such by the Secretary of State and subject to
special protection measures to preserve its
character.
5
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30 Billing Road

The neo-classically designed houses located
at nos 28, 29 and 31 Billing Road, Spring Hill,
The Lindens, Winton Villa and Redlands on
Cliftonville are 2 storey with shallow pitched
slate roofs. They are plain and restrained
when compared with the strong emphasis
provided by the Gothic statement house,
originally “Ivy Tower” of 1863 built for William
Shoosmith (no. 30 Billing Road). Other slightly
later gothic inspired houses include nos 40
and 41. Part of the garden area of the former
Victoria Villa ‘The Elms’ has been included in
the conservation area due to the significance
of the boundary wall. The original Villa has
been demolished and replaced with two 20th
century houses which make a neutral
contribution to the conservation area.
The most interesting building in this style is nos
43-44 Billing Road, formerly known as “St
Martin’s Villas”, dated 1865 – a learned,

serious and somewhat understated
composition by E.W. Godwin6. In contrast,
captivating in its unusually light hearted
“Jacobean-style” decoration and with
excellent survival of all of its details is the later
Addison Villas (nos 34-38, also referred to in
late 19th century directories as Harrison Villas)
by the important local architect Matthew
Holding. Two of its first occupiers in 1884 were
a shoe manufacturer and a solicitor. The
earlier brick building at no. 40, dated 1869
and originally named “Bellville”, delights in a
naive way in its polychromatic7 brickwork
and picks up the fashion for turrets, seen also
at nos 30 and 27. Next door at no. 41 however
is one of the dourest buildings on the road, St
Edmund’s Vicarage. It is, perhaps, the Church
of England at its most utilitarian. The church of
St Edmund, which it served, was at the
Wellingborough Road end of Alfred Street/St
Edmund’s Street. This was demolished in 1973,
although the churchyard survives.
All of the buildings in this area are now in nonresidential use. Most have signage and many
have parking in the front grounds as well as
often, large modern extensions. Street
furniture is ready for renewal. Two very large
beech trees dominate the street scene at nos
30 and 33 and many other garden trees
make a positive contribution. They provide
the areas with shade and foliage texture to
complement, and provide a setting for, the
buildings.
The 8 listed buildings and their grounds on
Cliftonville have been included in the Billing
Road Conservation Area because they form
an integral part of the early historic
development of the area. As such they set
the tone for the quality of the area. Oxford
House and Beaumont, in particular, form very
important aspects of the Billing Road scene.
The other houses were part of the early
development, and represent the only
surviving part of a once much more extensive
and prestigious development on the south
side of the Billing Road, which extended all
the way to St Andrew’s Hospital grounds (see
the 1883-87 map in Appendix 1). The
remaining walls and gateways to these

St Martin’s Villas (43-44 Billing Road)

Edward William Godwin, 1833-86, an architect of
national importance most renowned for his 1860
design for Northampton’s Town Hall, which made
his name.
6

7 Polychromatic: the use of many colours, such as
contrasting red and blue brickwork
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properties line the south side of the road
today and are included in the conservation
area in recognition of their historic
importance.
The busy character which is imparted by
passing and queuing traffic reaches its climax
at the Alfred Street / Cliftonville Road / Billing
Road crossroads, which is barren and visually
dull in comparison with the rest of the
conservation area.

Dame School. It is not until between 1878 and
1883 that the rest are completed.
All the buildings in this section of the road are
constructed of local red brick with stone
dressings, the only variation being the buffcoloured brick of Lyvedon Terrace.
The Cemetery

Vernon Terrace to the Cemetery
The section of the Billing Road from Vernon
Terrace to the cemetery (nos 45 to 76), has a
quieter, greener, more suburban feel. Here
residential terraced properties of two and
three stories on narrower plots with planted
front gardens, characterise the scene. On
the south side are the walls and gateways of
former villas (once part of the grounds of St
Andrew’s), and the main gate of St Andrew’s
Hospital with its Lodge and adjacent house
(no. 80), lined by a belt of mature trees, all of
which make a very important contribution to
the character of the area.
The properties are of more varied ages than
the rest of the road. The earliest, nos 45-49

45-49 Billing Road (“Lyvedon Terrace”)

(Lyvedon Terrace), date from perhaps as
early as the late 1850s. There is a clever
modern infill house of the 1960s at no. 60. The
most recent addition to the road in the late
20th century is the block of brick-built flats
replacing nos 65-68.
The two terraces, formerly known as Lyvedon
Terrace and Rutland Terrace, are visually
appealing for their neat symmetry and
survival of original features. The first building in
Lyveden Terrace uniquely has a segmental
head dormer window. Interestingly no. 69,
the first in Rutland Terrace, predates the rest
of the row by a few years. In 1871 it is
recorded as being occupied and used as a
Northampton Borough Council

Cemetery showing the Fossett Memorial (with its horse)
and the War Memorial (behind), with the oak tree in the
background

The Church of England dominated the
provision for burials until the early 19th century.
By 1846 there was little or no provision for
burial space in the Parish of All Saints.
Nationally, dissatisfaction about
overcrowding and hygiene in cemeteries had
led to legislative changes. From the 1820s
private sector cemetery companies were
established through sales of shares, which
financed the laying out of new landscaped
sites on the peripheries of towns. This private
sector involvement declined after the 1850s
as new Local Authorities took over using funds
raised through local rates. The national
picture was reflected at the Billing Road
Cemetery, which was opened in 1847 by the
Northampton General Cemetery Company. It
offered shareholders a profitable return and
an eventual burial service, perhaps
conducted by the Rev. Joseph Brown, who is
recorded as being resident in “Billing Lodge”
by the main gate in 1864.
The original layout can be seen on Map 5
(1883-87). Originally it was much more
elaborate in design and included a now lost
Mortuary Chapel on the east side. By 1900 the
burial land had been extended northward to
its present boundary.
The formal entrance to the cemetery –
ironstone quadrant walls and large gate piers
– is much debased and in a poor condition
with the adjacent lodge in a derelict state.
Inside, isolated mature trees, including a
11
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splendid centrally-placed oak, are
interspersed by mainly ill-cared for memorials
set in rough mown grass. Several good,
substantial memorials do remain however.
These include a newly refurbished war
memorial and the remarkable Robert Fossett
Memorial of 1923 in memory of the circus
owner, his wife and their son (listed in 2007). It
takes the form of a weeping horse sculpted in
Italian marble.
Perhaps the cemetery’s most celebrated
resident is Caroline Chisholm, an indomitable
Victorian who worked tirelessly to improve the
education and living conditions for women,
first in India then in Australia (see the
biographical note in Appendix 5).

best examples of this style. Other examples
include nos 16, 28, 29, 31 and 32-33. The
proportions of the windows and doors, the
shallow pitch of the roof, the decorative work
and the columns supporting the porches are
all typical of the style. It remained popular as
it stood for propriety, correct civic values,
enduring quality and rationality.
Later examples in simple domestic property
can be seen at no. 42 and at nos 63-64 –
“Norfolk Terrace” – where the building is
framed by a particularly handsome pair of full
height pilasters8 and decorative consoles9
support the window mouldings giving just a
hint of Baroque10 flavour.

The boundary is defined by the back gardens
of the surrounding 19th century houses on the
west and north sides and by those of 1930s
houses on the east side. It is as if the world is
turning its back on the area. The atmosphere
of tranquil sad neglect with its birdsong and
dog walkers is in marked contrast to the busy
Billing Road only a thick hedgerow away on
the south side. This is an area with scope for
more active management.
Architectural Style
The reign of Queen Victoria from 1837 to 1902
is renowned for the diversity of architectural
styles which became fashionable, each
looking to different periods of history and
other countries for inspiration. Dividing
opinions about taste and suitability at the
time, two main architectural languages were
prevalent. These drew either from classical
antiquity of Rome and Greece –
“neoclassical”, or from English medieval
church architecture – “gothic” or “gothic
revival”.
Inspiration for the style of domestic buildings,
mainly based in these two architectural
traditions, is well represented in the Billing
Road Conservation Area. There are
also a variety of examples of other styles and
good examples of the work of some
prestigious architects.
Amongst the earliest buildings in the area are
those in the neo-classical tradition. Here it is a
continuation of the nearly universal style in
fashion in Georgian England. This shows the
pre-occupation of the 18th century with a style
based on observations of the proportions and
decoration of buildings in ancient Rome and
then Greece. Nine Springs Villa (now Oxford
House) and Beaumont, both of 1860, are the
12

63-64 Billing Road

The earliest, and most striking, example of a
building in the gothic taste is no. 30-30a “Ivy
Tower” designed, possibly by Alexander Milne,
for local solicitor and Town Clerk William
Shoosmith in 1863. Both solid looking yet
fanciful, with its three-storey spired tower, oriel

8 Pilaster: The flat version of a column, consisting of
a slim rectangle projecting from a wall. Often used
on shop frontages.

Console: An ornamental scrolled bracket,
normally in stone or timber, usually supporting a
projecting lintel, fascia.
9

Baroque: An exuberantly decorated style of art
and architecture prevalent in the 17th and 18th
centuries. This style had a short-lived revival in
England around 1900.
10
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window11 and ornate tracery windows12, its
asymmetry contrasts strongly with its neoclassical neighbours.
Godwin’s very substantial building at nos 4344 shows how observations of medieval
church architecture were strongly influencing
Victorian architects in the design of domestic
buildings. The stone colonnettes13 with their
carved capitals14 dividing the windows have
a particularly ecclesiastical flavour. The
Gothic Revival style was, in part, a reaction to
classically inspired architecture. It stood for a
romantic idea about the purity and goodness
of the past; of “proper English design” seen in
ancient churches and ruins and the
importance of emotional, organic responses
to building and inspiration from natural forms
and materials. This style continues to be
influential for the rest of the 19th century and a
later example can be seen at no. 40, again
with a tower.
Other buildings drawing on English styles from
the past include:
•

Tudor style at nos 54-55 with their halftimbered effect heavy gables, no. 53 with
its timber porch, gables and little dormer,
and “Sunnyside” in Cliftonville.

•

Elizabethan style can be seen at no. 62

•

Jacobean style most remarkably at nos
34-38 and again at no. 61.

•

17th century examples of local vernacular
style include nos 8-9, 26-27 and 39.

•

Influences from continental styles can be
seen in the eclectic No 14, with hints of
Dutch influence.

•

Baroque and Italianate influence can be
seen in Springfield and Beaumont in
Cliftonville.

A polite form of domestic architecture of the
1960s is the building filling a gap site at no. 60,
while the later 20th century is represented by
the block of flats at nos 65-67 which attempts

to make reference to its context by the use of
red brick and the incorporation of oriel
windows.
As has been shown, the Billing Road
conservation area illustrates many different
styles but the passion for the bay window is
the common thread.

34-38 Billing Road – “Addison Villas”

Godwin isn’t the only distinguished architect
to be represented along Billing Road. Of great
local renown and versatility is Matthew
Holding whose work in designing the
Jacobean nos 34-38 “Addison Villas” adds
considerably to the character of the area. He
is the architect of other notable landmark
buildings in Northampton, such as the Church
of St Matthew, Kettering Road of 1891-4 and
“The Abington” public house, (formerly The
Abington Park Hotel) of 1898, on the
Wellingborough Road. He also worked on the
1892 extension (the west bays) to the
Guildhall, following Godwin’s 1860 model so
closely that even a second glance would find
difficulty in locating the join.
The local architect William Hull was involved in
the original sale and layout of the land at
Cliftonville and designed “Beaumont”,
possibly for himself. He may also be the
designer of “Nine Springs Villa” (Oxford House)
opposite (illustration p. 25). His other work in
Northampton includes the College Street
Baptist Church of 1863.

Oriel: A bay window which projects from an
upper floor only, normally carried on stone
brackets.

11

Tracery: An ornamental pattern of stonework
supporting the glazing in a Gothic window.

12

13

Colonette: A small, column-like shaft.

Capital: The crowning feature or head of a
column, pilaster or gate pier.

14
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26-27. Some use of lead is observed as
dressings for hips, ridges, turrets, gables16 and
parapets17 and bay window roofs, for
example on nos 30, 40, and nos 34-38.

No. 40 Billing Road

Building Materials
The visually unifying and most common
walling material of the Billing Road is the local
red brick. This is most usually ornamented with
stone dressings for windows, doors, and
quoins15, banding and eves details, for
example at numbers 10-11, 32-33, 40-41, 43-44
and 69-76. Sometimes the red is mixed with
other colours to make polychrome
decorative effects, most notably at no. 40.
There are four examples of the use of buff
brick: at 16, 29, 30 and 45-49.
Local stone is used, either in bands of different
colours as at no. 39 or plain but with ashlar
dressings as at 22-25 and 26-27.
Stucco, render and paint are uncommon but
there are examples at nos 28 and 42 on the
north side and Beaumont and Nine Springs
Villa on the south side.
Decorative timber is used for mock half
timbering at nos 54-55 and oriel windows and
balconies at nos 34-38 and timber, of course,
for original window frames and doors.
Roofing is mainly Welsh slate as at no. 30, for
example, although there are some examples
of plain tiles which may be original, as at nos

Railings and gate posts at no. 30

Boundary walls are brick and some stone
usually with stone copings and caps for the
gate piers. Railings are iron. There are some
good examples remaining on both sides of
Billing Road, and the boundary of the
conservation area has been drawn to include
the historical walls and fences on the south
side of the road.
Trees and Green Spaces
Trees (and tree groups) have a particular
importance within the conservation area,
enhancing visual amenity and creating a
pleasant “natural-looking” landscape
character. As such it is important that trees
are retained, and where appropriate
replaced, in order to preserve the long-term
sustainability of tree cover.
Garden trees, a few of which are mighty
specimens, play a significant role in

Gable: The vertical part of the end wall of a
building contained within the roof slope, usually
triangular but can be any "roof" shape.

16

Quoin: The stone blocks on the outside corner of
a building which are usually differentiated from the
adjoining walls by material, texture, colour, size or
projection.

15

14

Parapet: a wall which rises above another
structure such as a roof or terrace.
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contributing to the character of this
conservation area.
Notable trees can be found in the large front
gardens of properties between nos 28 and 44
on the north side and Beaumont and Nine
Springs Villa (original name) on the south side.
These punctuate the vistas, create shade for
the footway in summer, mitigate traffic noise
and frame views of the villas. Some of these
are already protected by tree preservation
orders18, and the others may well be worthy of
similar protection, including the copper
beech at no. 30 and the beech at nos 32-33.
The only street tree, a maple, at the junction
of Vernon Terrace and Billing Road is a good
specimen. It nicely marks the change from
one character area to the next, although its
immediate surroundings require attention.
The traditional small front gardens of
properties from nos 45 to 76 also add a
pleasing diversity of colour and texture to the
street scene. On the south side of the Billing
Road protected trees form part of Tree
Preservation Order (TPO) 22. These create a
deep green backdrop as the setting for this
part of the conservation area. They lend it a
special character which helps to set it apart
from the more open westerly end of the road.
The green space of the cemetery is
underused and potentially a useful local
resource. It has historic significance and
good features including several specimen
trees, especially a central oak tree, a row of
pollarded limes around the north boundary
and a row of holly on the west side. With
demand for burial space again rising and
modern concern for bio-diversity, a strategy
and management plan for this area could
bring it into more active and beneficial use
once again.
Buildings making a positive contribution
Uniquely in a Northampton conservation area
almost all the buildings within the boundary of
the Billing Road Conservation Area are
making a positive contribution to its character
and appearance. Marked on Map 1 as Listed
Buildings or Local List Candidates along the
north side of Billing Road are all but four
buildings: the modern block at nos 65-68, the
two 20th c properties in the grounds of the

trees at Spring Hill, TPO 70; Beaumont, TPO 186;
and nos 42-44, TPO 140. For more on TPOs and tree
protection see page 18.
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former Elms and the Cemetery Lodge. The
former three buildings make a neutral
contribution and the latter, were it to be
sympathetically restored, could make a
positive contribution.
Neutral and Negative Areas
Within the conservation area there are
relatively few areas of negative townscape
value. The most significant is the Billing Road
Cemetery, particularly the entrance and
lodge building.
Dilapidated street works between nos 44 and
45 Billing Road where Vernon Terrace meets
Billing Road are of a low standard. Beneficial
for the area would be the simplification of the
overall design and suitable treatment for the
roots of the fine maple tree. The well-used
bus stop area opposite nos 22-27 would
benefit from an improvement scheme.
The vacant listed “Beaumont Villa” and the
treatment of its setting is a cause for concern
and is currently a negative area.
The modern flats at nos 65-68 make a neutral
contribution to the street.
The two 20th c buildings in the grounds of the
Elms are not architecturally significant, but are
appropriately scaled and located and make
a neutral contribution to the Conservation
Area.
Low townscape value is offered by the
piecemeal, mainly modern extensions of rear
elevations, modern garaging and back
access areas, where these are visible from
public space.
The loss of front gardens to hard landscaping
or car parking has had a significant impact
on the character of the conservation area.
The opportunity to restore front gardens and
provide car parking in a more sympathetic
manner should be taken.
Along the road the street lighting is of some
age. When they come up for replacement
considerable improvement would be made
through a design which compliments the
area and which is in proportion with the
historic buildings.
Summary of Issues
 Loss of original architectural features and
fabric.
 Vulnerability of front curtilage (gardens)
including boundary treatments, walls,
railings, gates and gate piers .
15

Billing Road Conservation Area Appraisal

 Commercial advertising and signage.
 Development of rear extensions and land
in rear curtilage with loss of historic
ancillary buildings such as coach houses.
 Parking; signage; traffic management
and highway lighting.
 Condition and potential of Billing Road
Cemetery.

Entrance to Billing Road Cemetery

The Cemetery Lodge
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Management Plan
Introduction
The designation of conservation areas is an
important aspect of the role of local
authorities in recognising and managing the
historic assets under their jurisdiction in a
sustainable manner for the benefit of this and
future generations.
Northampton Borough Council has currently
designated 20 conservation areas, of which
10 lie within the urban areas of Northampton
and 10 are villages or historic village centres.
Every area has a distinctive character derived
from its topography or landscape; dominant
building materials, historic development,
current uses, features such as the street
pattern, trees and green spaces, buildings
and structures, open areas and views.
Understanding and appreciating these
elements together with the shaping effect of
the social and economic background is the
starting point for making decisions about the
management of a conservation area.
The Billing Road Conservation Area character
appraisal has provided the basis for
developing management proposals for the
area. This document fulfils the general duty
placed upon local authorities to draw up and
publish such proposals.
Proposals for the enhancement of the
character and appearance of the
conservation area are aimed at reinforcing
those qualities and characteristics which
provide the special interest that has
warranted designation.
Management proposals
These management proposals take the form
of a strategy, setting objectives, addressing
issues and making recommendations for
action arising from the appraisal process.
The availability of resources will have an
impact upon delivery of the plan.
Northampton Borough Council recognises
both the needs of the area and its own
aspirations to meet those needs where ever
and when ever they are able to do so within
the constrains which will apply.
The principal ways in which the conservation
area will be managed fall into two broad
categories of protecting the existing fabric
and works of enhancement.

Northampton Borough Council

These will be achieved by:
 The application of generic and specific
policy guidance.
 The provision of published and online
policy guidance, augmented from time to
time.
 The protection of locally important
buildings, structures and trees and the
review of protection measures on a regular
basis.
 An enforcement strategy.
 Ensuring that new development
complements the existing scene.
 Ensuring that works within the public realm
reinforce the character of the area.
 Seeking proactive opportunities for
restoration of lost elements and repair of
important historic elements, which are
damaged or in danger.
 Monitoring change and modifying priorities
and policies accordingly.
Protection
Listed Buildings
The conservation area contains 19 listed
buildings (covered by 15 list entries) – see
Appendix 3. All alterations to listed buildings
(inside and out) is controlled through the
Listed Building Consent regime. Certain works
will, in addition, require planning and/or
Conservation Area Consent.
Consideration will be given to putting certain
additional buildings and structures within the
conservation area forward for inclusion on the
national register of buildings of special
architectural or historic interest (i.e. listing) if
information becomes available which may
make them potentially of national
significance.
Important buildings not put forward for listing,
or not adopted for inclusion on the national
list, will be placed on the draft Local List for
consideration.
The Local List
Northampton Borough Council has produced
a list (part in draft)of those buildings which it
considers to be of outstanding local
significance for their architectural or historic
interest. These buildings do not benefit form
the same level of protection as those on the
national statutory list, but will require careful
appraisal and justification when applications
for change are under consideration.
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The general presumption will be in favour of
retaining buildings and structures which have
been included on the Local List. Those which
have been identified through the appraisal
process as making a positive contribution to
the character of the area will receive special
scrutiny where changes are proposed.
A review of buildings and structures within the
conservation area will be undertaken to
assess their suitability for inclusion on a Local
List: see Appendix 4.
Additional Protection
The focus for action and the range of
measures required have been identified
through the appraisal process. The resultant
issues have subsequently been outlined.
The designation of a conservation area is
intended to define and protect the overall
quality and sense of place of a location and
less about all the individual buildings. An area
being much more than the sum of its parts.
However the character of the area is
vulnerable to change. The introduction of
front facing dormers and roof-lights, the
demolition of chimney stacks or roof division
parapets and the loss of chimney pots would
all damage important elements of the
integrity of the streetscape. The loss of original
doors and windows of buildings of historic
interest would be especially damaging as
would the loss or drastic alteration of features
of architectural embellishment such as
porches, balconies and bays. Cladding,
rendering or painting over original walling
materials would also reduce the historic
integrity of buildings, especially where they
form a part of one of the terraces.

Extensions - rear extensions and redevelopment of curtilage buildings and land
will be carefully designed to complement the
character of the area. Critically new buildings
should not be too high in relation to the
overall area. Two stories should be the norm
with occasional 3 stories where they can be
justified by the immediate context or
precedent. New building above 4 stories is
unlikely to be acceptable as it would
potentially dominate the streetscape and the
surrounding historic residential buildings and in
general be out of scale with the area.
Advertising controls and guidance may be
required for those properties in commercial
use, both on the buildings themselves and in
their curtilage to ensure that signs do not
detract from their setting by their siting, fabric,
size or colour, not visually dominating or
obscuring important details or views.
Buildings at Risk
A Buildings at Risk survey of listed buildings
was carried out in August 1990 and updated
in May 2011.
There are listed buildings within the
conservation area, the condition of which
may give cause for concern. These are:
 Robert Fossett Memorial: the ears of the
horse on the memorial were already
damaged at the time of listing but a
possible repair might be investigated.
 “Beaumont” is vacant and boarded and
its condition is a cause for concern.

In order to offer protection to that part of the
character which can be vulnerable to certain
kinds of change consideration will be given to
the potential benefits of the following policies
and measures:
Article 4.1 and 4.2 Directions: these may be
used to protect, in particular, surviving original
and interesting features on unlisted buildings.
This might include windows and doors,
plaques; date-stones and house names as
well as historic roofing materials.
Boundary treatment - because of the
importance of boundary walls, railings, gate
piers, front gardens and driveways to the
character of the area the council will strongly
discourage changes which involve loss or
significant alterations to these elements in the
streetscape.
18
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Management & protection of important trees
The Billing Road conservation area contains
trees which are currently protected by Tree
Preservation Orders: at the corner of
Alexandra Road, outside nos 42-44 Billing
Road, in Cliftonville, and in the former grounds
of St Andrews Hospital opposite nos 45-62
Billing Road. Further protected trees in the
hospital grounds form an important part of
the eastern setting and entrance to the
conservation area. Trees within the Cemetery
are unprotected and include most
importantly a central oak tree which may well
be the sole survivor of the original planting
scheme. Other ornamental specimen trees
and a row of limes and a row of holly trees
define the western boundaries in part.
Consideration will be given to a review of
those trees which fall within the boundary of
the conservation area boundary or from part
of its setting. The location of these trees and
others which are making an important
contribution to the character of the
conservation area can be seen on Map 1.
Trees over 75mm (3”) in diameter, at a height
of 1.5 m up the stem, within the conservation
area are automatically protected from
damage or felling. Six weeks prior written
notice must be give to the Council for any
works to a tree within a conservation area
(this includes work which may affect the
roots). If a schedule of works cannot be
agreed, the Council may decide to make a
Tree Preservation Order (TPO). It is an offence
to cut down, uproot, prune, damage or
destroy a protected tree without the written
consent of the Council. For further information
on tree protection procedures see the
document ‘Protected Trees’, available from
the Government web site:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/plann
ingandbuilding/pdf/protectedtreesguide.pdf

Please contact the Council’s Arboricultural
Officer if you have any questions about
specific trees in the conservation area.
Enforcement strategy
In instances where there has been a clear
breach of planning control, and especially in
cases where unauthorised alternations have
been made to Listed Buildings, Northampton
Borough Council will use the full weight of
planning legislation to request regularisation
or take further legal action. When
considering works to any listed or historic
building in the conservation area we urge you
Northampton Borough Council

to contact the conservation team first so that
unnecessary enforcement control can be
avoided.
Enhancement
The conservation area appraisal highlighted
some potential for enhancement and
localised measures to improve the quality of
the townscape.
Improving the public realm - the quality of the
public realm in the Billing Road area is
generally fair but there are opportunities for
enhancement which will strengthen the
character (see table on p. 20).
Conservation Strategy for Green Spaces development of a strategy for encouraging
the maintenance and beneficial use of the
key green space of the Billing Road
Cemetery. The cemetery is the earliest
development within the conservation area
and its only open space and green resource.
It is in need of a Nature Conservation
Assessment and Management Strategy
together with a Feasibility Study for
developing a sustainable use. It is capable of
enhancement and being managed to
encourage biodiversity and has potential for
increased use.
Opportunities for redevelopment - There are
very few sites which are of neutral or negative
townscape value which are capable of
sustaining sympathetic redevelopment and
which have the potential to enhance the
character of the conservation area.
New development in the conservation area
should aspire to a quality of design, scale and
use of materials which is clearly related to its
context. This normally involves demonstrating
that the values which have been established
through the conservation area assessment
have been respected. The character of the
area derives from its development over a
short time in the mid to late 19th century. New
development which complements the
established range of styles; scale; massing;
materials and the grain of the settlement
pattern will be encouraged.
New development within the grounds or
curtilage of listed buildings and local list
buildings will be discouraged, especially
where it is considered that the setting of those
buildings or the character would be
compromised.
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Improving the Public Realm
There are a number of locations where enhancement works would strengthen the character of
the area and opportunities to introduce more sympathetic designs and materials into the
streetscape or where the impact of former works and signage could be reduced, simplified or
removed.
Poor and varied footway surfacing, visually intrusive and unnecessary signage and street clutter
together with overhead wires and unsympathetic lighting all detract from the visual harmony of
the area and the setting of the historic buildings.

Location

Issue

Action

Term

Responsibility

Junction of
Vernon Terrace
and Billing Road

Poor design and
outworn materials

Comprehensive re-assessment
of the area, simplification and
good provision for the mature
maple tree

Short

NBC/NCC

Bus Stop outside
Hospital
(opposite Cyril
Street)

High demand
area.

Re-design and renew in line
with demand including rubbish
bins.

Medium

NBC/NCC

Billing Road
Cemetery

Poor entrance
and signage,
derelict building
and low level of
maintenance
and use

Assessment for conservation
potential and possible
community use, new sign,
refurbish gates and potential
for long repairing lease for the
building.

Medium

NBC

Poor quality and
outworn street
furniture.

For development within or adjacent to the conservation area the Council may seek financial
contributions through Section106 planning obligations to assist in delivering the improvements to
the conservation area as set out in the Management Plan.

Monitoring Change
The appearance of conservation areas is
subject to change over time and results from
the implementation of permitted alterations
and approved schemes and sometimes
unauthorised alterations. The physical fabric
of the area and the public realm may also
change for the better or worst. This will be
monitored and the effects reviewed and
policies modified accordingly with the aim of
maintaining a sustainable equilibrium.

A dated photographic record of the
conservation area has been made during
the appraisal process and will be kept up to
date to maintain its usefulness.
An annual visual inspection by a suitably
qualified person will take place to monitor
change within the conservation area.

Mechanisms for monitoring change –
changes will be managed through planning,
listed building and conservation area
consent regimes and a logbook recording
the formal planning history of the
conservation area will provide an overview
of accepted changes within the area.
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Appendix 1 – Maps
Map 1: Billing Road conservation area boundary

Northampton Borough Council
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Map 2: Development of the area
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Map 3: Land Use and Window Survival
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Map 4: Extract from Wood and Law’s Map of 1847

Map 5: Extract from First Edition O.S. Map 1883-87
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Appendix 2
Historic photographs

View of Billing Road (c1900?)

Nine Springs Villa – garden view

Northampton Borough Council
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Nine Springs Villa – gateway and original gate. The gate piers survive along Billing Road.
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Appendix 3
Schedule of Listed Buildings
The brief notes are from the listing
descriptions.
No. 28 Billing Road
Grade II
Restrained mid C19
design in the Neoclassical tradition.

Nos 30 & 30A Billing Road
Grade II
1863 in Gothic style with
ornate interior, built for
the Town Clerk, Mr
Shoosmith.

Nos 34 & 35 Billing Road
Grade II GV
1880, by Matthew
Holding in Jacobean
Style.

Nos 36 to 38 (consec)
Billing Road
Grade II GV
1880, by Matthew
Holding in Jacobean
Style.

Nos 43 & 44 Billing Road
Grade II
1865, by E.W. Godwin.

Oxford House, Cliftonville
Grade II
Mid C19 (c. 1860) in Neoclassical style.

Spring Hill, Cliftonville
Grade II
Mid C19 villa of simplified
Neo-classical design.

Northampton Borough Council

The Lindens, Cliftonville
Grade II GV
Mid C19.

Winton Villa, Cliftonville
Grade II
Mid C19.

Redlands, Cliftonville
Grade II
Mid C19.

Beaumont Villa,
Cliftonville
Grade II GV
c. 1860 by William Hull in
Italianate style.
Sunnyside, Cliftonville
Grade II GV
Later C19 in Tudor style.

Springfield, Cliftonville
Grade II GV
Mid C19 villa in Italianate
style.

Gateway to St Andrew’s
Hospital
Grade II
Late C19 traditional
wrought ironwork.
Robert Fossett Memorial,
Billing Road Cemetery
Grade II
Erected in 1923 by the
staff of Bostock’s circus in
memory of the circus
owner, his wife and their
son.
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Appendix 4
Local List Buildings

19-21 Billing Road
56-57 Billing Road
40 Billing Road

2-3 Billing Road
22-25 Billing Road
58-59 Billing Road
41 Billing Road
4-7 Billing Road

26-27 Billing Road

42 Billing Road

60 Billing Road

29 Billing Road
8-9 Billing Road

45-49 Billing Road
61-62a Billing Road
10-13 Billing Road

31 Billing Road

50-52 Billing Road

63-64 Billing Road

32-33 Billing Road
14 Billing Road
53 Billing Road

16-18 Billing Road

69-76 Billing Road
John Freer
Memorial
(Billing Road
Cemetery)

39 Billing Road

54-55 Billing Road
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Appendix 5
Caroline Chisholm
She was born in Wootton in 1808, the youngest of a large family. Her
father, William Jones, was a prosperous land owner and pig farmer, and
could afford to have his children educated by a governess. Even as a
child she was sensitive to suffering, and used to visit the sick in the village.
At the age of 22, Caroline married Captain Archibald Chisholm of the
East India Company, in Holy Sepulchre Church. He was thirteen years her
senior, and a catholic.
In 1832, Captain Chisholm was posted to Madras in India, and Caroline
joined him there a year later. Here she found that conditions in Madras
were appalling for the wives and daughters of the ordinary soldiers. They
Wood engraving from
were
wandering the streets involved in crime and prostitution, while the
Harper's Monthly, 1852
officers had schools for their children and educated wives who moved in
elite social circles. Caroline appealed to the Governor of Madras for help in starting a school for
the poorer women: the “Female School of Industry for the Daughters of European Soldiers”. As part
of the school was a crèche – at that time a novel idea – which enabled training in mother craft as
well as providing day care for children of the school’s more mature pupils.
The Emigrants’ Friend
In 1838, Captain Chisholm was granted leave on health grounds, and the family moved to Sydney
in the colony of New South Wales. At this stage the town had a large population of unemployed
immigrants, particularly young women, and Chisholm assisted these people by sheltering them in
her home and helping them to find work. Through sheer persistence she cajoled the Governor to
supply a site for a hostel (part of the rat-infested Immigration Barracks), which provided shelter for
96 women and included an employment agency. Between 1841-44 she helped 14,000 people to
settle in New South Wales.
On returning to England in 1846 she campaigned to allow the families of convict’s free passage to
Australia, and also managed to secure improvements to the conditions they had to endure during
the journey. In 1849 Chisholm established the Family Colonization Loan Society. This lent migrant
families the money they needed to travel to Australia, with agents in Australia finding employment
for new arrivals and collecting the loan repayments. The Society also chartered its own ships to
transport the new colonists. With the discovery of gold in Australia interest in migration rose sharply,
and by 1854 the Society had assisted more than 3,000 people to travel to Australia.
Caroline returned to Australia in 1854, touring the Victorian goldfields, arranging shelters,
instigating schools and hospitals, and campaigning for and to be made available so that migrant
families could establish small farms.
As respite from her work, she found time to rear 4 children... Worn out, and beset by financial
difficulties, she and Archibald returned to England in 1866. She died in poverty and obscurity in
Fulham on 25 March 1877. Her funeral took place in the Roman Catholic Cathedral in Barrack
Road, and she is buried in Billing Road cemetery, alongside her husband, Archibald. The inscription
reads "Caroline Chisholm, the Emigrant's Friend".
Until recently, Caroline Chisholm remained largely unknown in her
home county. However, her work in Australia has ensured her
continued fame there. Her portrait has adorned the Australian 5$
bank note, and also the 5¢ stamp. A number of educational facilities
in Australia and England have been named after her (including a
new school in Wootton, Northampton), as well as a suburb of
Canberra and a federal electoral division.
Sources: - Father Kenneth Payne: “The Cathedral of Our Lady and
St Thomas – a History and Guide”
- Heather Wilson (2004): an article on the BBC web site
(www.bbc.co.uk/northamptonshire)
- Wikipedia
Northampton Borough Council
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