Demolition
A “conservation area consent” must be obtained from the
planning authority for the demolition of most walls, buildings or
structures within the area. This does not apply to:
6 buildings smaller than 115 cu.m. in volume, or to walls or
fences below 1m. in height abutting the highway (2m.
elsewhere).
6 some agricultural buildings.
6 partial demolition of industrial buildings (in specific
circumstances)
6 buildings subject to some statutory notices or orders.
A separate “Listed Building Consent” is required for the
demolition or alteration of a listed building (inside or out), or
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structures within the curtilage of a listed building.
Some buildings have been identified as locally important, and placed on a “Local List”. While they do not enjoy the same
protection as those on the statutory list, it is expected that particular care be taken with these buildings and there will be a
presumption against demolition.

Repairs
Repairs do not generally need planning permission unless they include alterations which significantly change the external
appearance of the building or structure. Repairs should be carried out on a ‘like for like’ basis, matching materials and details.
Where an unoccupied building is not being properly maintained, the Local Authority can carry out urgent works necessary for
its preservation.

Restricting Development
In a conservation area, planning permission is required for work that
would ordinarily constitute “permitted development”. This includes:
6 exterior cladding
6 side extensions, or the construction of any other building or
structure to the side of the house
6 rear extensions of more than one storey
6 roof extensions, including insertion of dormer windows
6 the installation, alteration or replacement of a chimney, flue or
soil and vent pipe visible from the highway
6 erection of an aerial or satellite dish facing on to, and visible
from, the highway
6 erection of a solar panel on a roof or wall facing on to, and
visible from, the highway
6 limits on the size of domestic and industrial extensions.out
alterations.
The Local Authority may also selectively restrict specific development through Article 4 Directions.
You are advised to check with the Council before carrying out alterations.

In the Walled Garden

Trees
Well-established trees make an important contribution to the
positive character of the area. Within a conservation area all
trees with a stem diameter of over 75mm (measured at 1.5m
above the ground) have a measure of protection since six
weeks notice must be given to the Local Authority for any
works to, or likely to affect, these trees. Selected trees may
have the full protection afforded by a Tree Preservation Order,
where the consent of the Local Authority is needed before any
work can be carried out on the trees.
Please check with the Council’s Arboricultural Officer before
carrying out works to any tree in a conservation area.
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What is a Conservation Area?

The Abbey and its grounds are located alongside London Road, on the opposite
side of the river from Medieval Northampton – a fairly common location for abbeys,
monasteries and nunneries.

This is an area identified as being of special architectural or historic interest – often the historic nucleus
of a village or a part of town retaining enough of its historic character to justify protection. Conservation
areas aim to protect the overall character of the area, not just particular buildings. The main objectives
of designation are:–
6 To enable the implementation of conservation policies
6 To control the demolition of unlisted buildings and structures within the area
6 To control the removal of important trees
6 To provide the basis for planning policies designed to preserve or enhance all aspects of the
character or appearance that define an area’s special interest. This will include the identification
of buildings and structures, open spaces, views, trees and areas of the public realm
(streets, spaces and squares) which make positive contributions
to the area.
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South front of Delapré Abbey

Historical Background
The Abbey was founded in 1145 by Simon de Senlis II,
Earl of Northampton, in the meadows of the River Nene
just to the south of Northampton. The Convent of St
Mary de la Pré was the first of only two Cluniac nunneries
ever built in England (the other was in Yorkshire, and has
not survived). The Abbey would have housed about 20
nuns, and held several churches throughout
Northamptonshire. It was dissolved by Henry VIII, and in
1543 the land and buildings were sold to John Mershe,
a property speculator. In 1548 the site was purchased
by or gifted to Anne and Andrew Wadham. In the mid17th century, Zouch Tate, a descendant of the
Wadhams, carried out major alterations and rebuilding
works, but kept the cloister plan form, giving a house
with a central courtyard entered from the west.
In the early 18th century, the south front was rebuilt,
providing a series of prestigious rooms for
entertaining. Subsequently, Admiral Charles Hardy
added a new “eating room” but the early death of
his wife put paid to further plans and for while the
house was tenanted, until the Bouverie family
bought the site in 1764. The family owned the
building until 1946, during which time they added
a new library on to the south-west corner of the
house. The last Bouverie, Mary, died in 1943. and
the abbey and the surrounding 586 acres were sold
to Northampton Corporation in 1946.

The Abbey (with its associated buildings) forms the nucleus of the conservation
area. While traces of Medieval fabric remain, the house has been extensively altered
and added to during its period as a residence. The principal feature is the west
front, mainly C16-17, with battlemented parapets. The 17th century porch has an
arched opening with fluted Tuscan columns on either side supporting sections of
entablature crowned by ball finials. On either side of the porch at both ground and
first floor level are eight light mullioned and transomed windows. On the
northern side of the main entrance block are two 3-storey gables, one in
the Dutch style and one more vernacular, both with mullioned three
light casements with drip moulds. On the south side is a 19th
century Gothic library extension in grey stucco.
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The building housed the Northamptonshire County
Record Office until 1992, since when it has been
used partly as flats until a permanent use can be
found for the building.
In 1460, in the fields adjacent to the Abbey the
Yorkists beat the Lancastrians at the Battle of
Northampton. King Henry VI was captured and held
within the nunnery. This battle was notable as the only
defended battle position during the War of the Roses to
be lost. The battlefield site is on English Heritage's
Register of Historic Battlefields.

The
Rookery

Clustered round the main building on its east and north sides
are the former stables and coach house, a house (Abbey
Cottage), and a thatched game larder. Adjacent is the
“Billiard Room” or Orangery, which used to be connected
to the main house by a large Victorian conservatory, but
this was removed in 1958.
At the end of the long, straight, tree-lined drive is a
small single storey lodge built of stone in a similar style
to the west front of the Abbey, with a Dutch gable, and
castellated parapet above the door.
North of the main complex are some 19th century
outbuildings still in use as stables, along with a number
of private houses, presumably built for staff employed
on the estate.
The conservation area includes part of the grounds of
the former country house, now mostly given over to
recreational use. Included within the Abbey complex
is the walled garden, surrounded by an outer garden
with trees, lawns and water features. Several works of
art are on display within the walled garden, including
two brick sculptures, a former font, and a statue
(originally a fountain) – “Woman with Fish”, created by
Frank Dobson for the 1951 Festival of Britain.

The only building within the conservation area not
associated historically with the Abbey is the most recent – The Boughton
Centre: a day care facility for the mentally handicapped erected in 2007. Its
entrance is from Ransome Road, not through the grounds of the Abbey. It does
not feel as though it belongs in the conservation area.

Buildings listed as being of architectural or historic interest
Conservation area boundary
Listed Buildings:
Grade II*
Grade II
Buildings making a
positive contribution
Map base © Crown Copyright 2008. Reproduced from Ordnance
Survey data with the permission of the controller of Her Majesty’s
Stationery Office. Ordnance Survey is a registered trademark.
Northampton Borough Council Licence Number 100019655.

Important trees & tree
groups (diagrammatic)
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London Road
All buildings are part of the Delapre Abbey complex.
Delapre Abbey
C16 with possible earlier remains & later additions: stone with stucco south wing
Stable Block
C18: stone, slate roof
Billiard Room
C18: stone, slate roof
Garden Wall & Gateway C18: red brick wall with stone gateway
Game Larder
C18: stone, thatched roof with deep overhanging eaves
Coach House
C18/early C19: stone, slate roof
Abbey Cottage
C17/18:stone, tile roof
“Woman with Fish”
1951 concrete statue by Frank Dobson

