Hazelrigg House
33 Marefair
Hazelrigg House, a Tudor town house of 2½
storeys, dating (according to the Listed Building
description) from the “late 16th century - probably
1570-1580”. However, dating of the roof trusses
suggests that parts may survive from the first half
of the 16th century.
The house was originally wider, and without its
gabled dormers, which were added in the 17th
century when the front elevation was remodelled
and a large rear extension added. This rebuilding
may have been additional to the repairs after
partial damage in the Great Fire of Northampton,
September 1675.
It was divided into three separate dwellings early
in the 19th century, and subsequently (sometime
before 1886) reduced in width from 5 gables to
the present 3 gables when part was demolished.
At the time it was built, the street where Hazelrigg House stands was considered to be part of Gold Street. The
name Marefair gained use throughout the 18th century (documents commonly referred to “Gold Street
otherwise Marefair”, as a legal precaution), and subsequently appears independently of Gold Street on Law’s
map of 1847. At the time of its construction, the medieval All Saints Church would have marked the town
centre, and the built-up area would have occupied much of the land inside the town walls, from St Giles in the
east to the Castle, which dominated the western end of the town as shown on Speed’s map of 1610 (below).
Who built this prestigious building is not known, but it must have stood out in a town where most dwellings
would have been mainly of wood and thatch. It is similar in style to Welsh House (on the Market Square): also
a high-status stone building of the period (1595, rebuilt 1975). Like Welsh House, it was one of the few
buildings to survive the ravages of the Great Fire.
The first recorded occupier of Hazelrigg House was a
Trustee of the town from Kingsthorpe, John
Reading, who became Escheator* for
Northamptonshire. He lived in the house from
around 1620 to some time in the1640’s,when he
was succeeded by a relative, Daniel Reading,
Attorney of Northampton.
There is a local tradition that Oliver Cromwell spent
the night at Hazelrigg House on his way to the
Battle of Naseby in 1645, though no supporting
documentary evidence for this has been found.
The Hesilrige family, whose main estates were at
Noseley (near Market Harborough), had bought the
nearby Castle in 1662, and baptism records from
St Peter’s Church indicate that Sir Robert Hesilrige
and his wife were living in the parish at least from
1667 onwards. Robert, described as “Gent”, was
active in helping to relieve the plight of the
townspeople after the 1675 Fire (for which he

Northampton in 1610, drawn by John Speed. Hazelrigg House is
shown just to the east of St Peter’s Church (“S”)

* The escheator's duties were to maintain the King's rights as overlord of all land held by tenants in chief, which reverted to him on the
death of such a tenant. It was his job to enquire into land of doubtful status, and to administer land over which the King had rights.

was granted the Freedom of the Corporation), and
was the person authorised to receive the monies
collected in London for the relief of the town in
February 1676. Four years later Robert bought
Hazelrigg House from the Reading family, but it
appears from the conveyance document that he was
already living there.
For over a century the successive Hesilrige generations
split their lives between Northampton and Noseley.
Arthur, son of Robert, who succeeded his father in
1721, had been appointed High Sheriff of
Northamptonshire by the age of 22. In 1730, however,
he placed an advert in the Northampton Mercury:

“To Let – the dwelling house of Sir Arthur
Hazelrig, Bart., . . . With good gardens, brewhouse, stables, coach houses and all other
Conveniences fit for a Gentleman’s Family.”
Sir Arthur and his wife lived at Noseley until 1736,
where they had four children, then returned to
Northampton, where the Parish records (at St Peter’s)
show three daughters baptised there between 1736
and 1738. He died at Noseley in 1763, leaving Hazelrigg
House to his wife (who died two years after him) then
to his sons Charles Grey and Thomas on their attaining
the age of 25 years.
In 1769 Charles came into his inheritance, and the whole
town celebrated: “… great rejoicings were made here by

the ringing of bells at all our churches most of the day, an
ox was roasted and given to the poor and in the evening
grand fireworks were play’d off in his gardens in Gold St in
this town.” (Northampton Mercury, December 1769).

24/4/1680

Conveyance:

1. Francis Harvey of Inner Temple
Daniel Reading of Carleton Northants Gent
Francis Reading of Northampton Gent
Anne Reading of Northampton, Spinster
Elizabeth Reading of Northampton, Spinster
2. Robert Hasilrige of Northampton, Gent
For £600.
“All that Capital messuage in the parish of St Peters in or near a
street there called Gold Street in the West Quarter of the towne of
Northampton heretofore in the tenure or occupation of John
Reading and now in the tenure or occupation of the sayd Robert
Hasilrige . . . and all that one other messuage adjoining to the said
capital messuage on the west side theretofore and heretofore in the
occupation of the said John Reading and now in the occupation of
Elizabeth Six widdow . . . heretofore used as a brewhouse to the
said capital messuage and lately converted into a house or tenement
And also all that other tenement heretofore in the occupation of
William Burrowes and now made into two tenements and are in
the several occupations of John Starmer and Thomas Wils . . .
adjacent the capital messuage on the east side thereof of the saide
capital messuage and other the premises lye abutting upon the said
street called Gold Street towards the north the lane there leading to
the Freeschool towards the east a lane leading from the said Free
school to St Peters churchyard towards the south and the sayd
churchyard and tenement called or known by the name of the
“Pigeon” and a tenement heretofore in the occupation Thomas
Knapp towards the west . . . . And also that garden or parcell of
ground lying and being in the Parish of All Saints between Gold
Street towards the south a close heretofore Sir Henry Wallops
towards the north and east side and a lane called Pikes Lane
towards the west and now in the occupation of Robert Hesilrige.
[Leicester Record Office: DG 21/93-94]
Sale of Hazelrigg House & adjoining properties to
Robert Hasilrige, 24 April 1680

In 1817 the latest incumbent, Sir Arthur Hesilrige, on becoming a baronet, formally changed his name to
Hazlerigg, but it seems that by this time the family no longer used their Northampton house themselves, but
had been letting it out (with the adjoining premises), first to a Revd Rogers (described as a “Headmaster)”, then
to John Stoddart (in 1802), for use as a school. After the school closed, the house “remained so long empty and
shut up that it was rumoured the title was lost, and that it might be plundered with impunity. It was broken into
by rival gangs of looters, who were prevented from removing the panelling and fireplaces by the police
arriving, but not until after a fight had broken out between them, which led to a lot of the decoration being
smashed up.
No. 33 was eventually sold, in 1831, to George Baker, who was halfway through compiling his “History of
Northamptonshire”. The Hazelrigg family and Stoddart’s creditors sold off the rest of the buildings on the west
side of Hazelrigg House which were being used as shops, including an alehouse. George Baker died in 1851,
and on the death of his widow 10 years later, Hazelrigg House passed to Annie Elizabeth Baker, who sold it to
James Mold, a timber merchant.
In 1913 the Northamptonshire Ladies Club acquired the House as a meeting place, sharing the premises with
the W.I. and the Northants Architectural & Archaeological Society. In 1963 it became an architects’ office. After
standing vacant during the 1980’s, Hazelrigg House was refurbished by Hobden Associates in 1989, at the same
time as the surrounding offices and flats were built. English Heritage took up the lease in 1994, and since they
moved to 44 Derngate in 2004, the property has been occupied by a succession of children’s nurseries.
Hazelrigg House has been owned by Northampton Borough Council since 1980.
Leaflet produced for Heritage Open Days by the Conservation Section, Northampton Borough Council, using research carried out by
Brian Giggins, Blue Badge Guide and Archaeologist, with additions supplied by Dr Tom Welsh, Lecturer at Northampton University.
Any faults in the interpretation of this research lie with the Conservation team.
February 2011

