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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Chapter 7 of the Northampton Local Plan Part 2 (LPP2) focuses specifically 
on residential and housing matters.  
 
1.2 The West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS) sets the housing 
requirement for Northampton Borough between 2011 and 2029 at 18,870 dwellings 
(Policy S3).  It also sets out a proposed trajectory at Appendix 3 over the Plan 
period.   In addition, it provides a range of strategic policies which the Local Plan 
Part 2 is required to deliver including affordable housing, managing a range of 
housing stock such as specialist housing, houses in multiple occupation and 
planning for Gypsies, Travellers and travelling showpeople.   
 
1.3 Some of Northampton’s housing needs are being met through the Sustainable 
Urban Extensions in the Northampton Related Development Area. These are 
allocated in the WNJCS and are shown in map 1 below.  The Northampton LPP2 
seeks to allocate sites which are suitable, achievable and deliverable to meet 
residual requirements for housing within the borough boundary. 
 
Map 1: Sustainable Urban Extensions within the Northampton Related Development 
Area 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
1.4 The relevant policies associated with this topic background paper are: 
 

Policy 
number 

Policy details 

13 Residential and other residential led allocations 

14 Type and mix of housing 

15 Delivering houses in multiple occupation 

16 Gypsies, Travellers ad travelling showpeople 
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38 Development allocations 

39 Northampton Railway Station, railfreight and adjoining sites 

41 The Green, Great Houghton 

42 Greyfriars 

43 Ransome Road 

 
2 NATIONAL POLICY 
 
National Planning Policy Framework (February 2019) 
 
2.1 At the heart of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019 is the 
achievement of sustainable development through three overarching objectives for 
the planning system. Paragraph 8b states that the social objective is to support 
strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a sufficient number and 
range of homes can be provided to meet the needs of present and future 
generations. 
 
2.2 Paragraph 59 goes onto state that in order to support the Government’s 
objective of significantly boosting the supply of homes, it is important that a sufficient 
amount and variety of land can come forward where it is needed, that the needs of 
groups with specific housing requirements are addressed and that land with 
permission is developed without unnecessary delay.  Paragraph 61 emphasises that 
the context, size, type and tenure of housing needed for different groups in the 
community should be assessed and reflected in planning policies.  
 
2.3 Policy 13 of the LPP2 allocates housing sites across Northampton to ensure 
the supply of housing is boosted across the plan period. The LPP2 also contains 
policies on the type and mix of housing expected within Northampton and sets out 
requirements for specialist housing, self-build and custom-build housing as well as 
policy for houses in multiple occupation and for Gypsies, Travellers and travelling 
showpeople. 
 
2.4 Paragraph 68 of the NPPF acknowledges that small and medium sized sites 
can make an important contribution to meeting the housing requirement of an area 
and are often built out relatively quickly.  To promote the development of a good mix 
of sites, LPAs should identify, through the development plan and brownfield 
registers, land to accommodate at least 10% of their housing requirement on sites no 
larger than one hectare; unless it can be shown, through their preparation of relevant 
planning policies, that there are strong reasons why this 10% target cannot be 
achieved. 
 
2.5 The LPP2, through a Call for Sites exercise and a detailed land availability 
assessment, ensures that enough land is allocated for housing development over the 
plan period.  The Sites Allocation Methodology and Land Availability Assessment 
(SAMLAA) identifies that 52% of sites allocated within the LPP2 are less than 1 
hectare.                                           
 
2.6 Paragraph 73 requires all LPAs to identify and update annually a supply of 
specific deliverable sites sufficient to provide a minimum of five years’ worth of 
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housing against their housing requirement.  The Council’s Five-Year Housing Land 
Supply report has been used to inform the Northampton housing trajectory over the 
plan period. 
 
Planning Practice Guidance  
 
2.7 Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) is updated regularly and the current 
guidance related to infrastructure, at the time of producing this paper, is set out 
below. 
 
2.8 PPG was updated in July 2019 to provide further guidance on what 
constitutes a deliverable housing site in the context of plan making.  In terms of the 
definition, as well as sites which are considered to be deliverable in principle, this 
also covers sites which require further evidence to be deliverable including those 
which: 
 

• Have outline planning permission for major development; 

• Are allocated in a development plan; 

• Have a grant of permission in principle; or 

• Are identified on a brownfield register. 
 
2.9 The guidance also states that evidence could include current planning status 
(planning performance agreement or reserved matters applications) or evidence that 
firm progress is being made towards the progression of an application. 
 
2.10 The Council used a site allocation methodology and land availability 
assessment (SAMLAA) to undertake detailed and comprehensive assessments of 
over 500 sites.  The LAA methodology was released for consultation as part of the 
Issues Consultation in 2016.  In September 2017, the Council consulted the public 
on sites for potential inclusion in the LPP2.  A number of sites were submitted to the 
Council for investigation.  Other sites investigated originated from the Strategic 
Housing Land Availability Assessment work (2012) which informed the Joint Core 
Strategy and/or updated planning approvals and planning applications.  
 
3 STRATEGIC POLICY 
 
3.1 The West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS) sets out the 
housing targets for Northampton and provides details on affordable housing, 
specialist housing and provision for Gypsies, Travellers and travelling show-people.  
Policies relevant to housing are: S3, S4, S5, H1, H2, H5 and H6. 
 

• Policy S3 (Scale and distribution of housing development) – seeks the 
provision of 18,870 net additional dwellings in Northampton borough from 
2011 to 2029. 

• Policy S4 (Northampton Related Development Area) – seeks the provision of 
28,470 net additional dwellings within the Northampton Related Development 
Are (NRDA) between 2011 and 2029. 
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• Policy S5 (Sustainable Urban Extensions) – there are 8 SUEs allocated at 
Northampton which are located wholly or partially within the borough of 
Northampton, or immediately adjoining. 

• Policy H1 (Housing density and mix and type of dwellings) – seeks the 
provision for a mix of house types, sizes and tenures to cater for different 
accommodation needs including the needs of older people and vulnerable 
groups. 

• Policy H2 (Affordable housing) – 35% affordable housing will be provided as a 
proportion of the total number of dwellings to be delivered on individual sites, 
across the whole of the Northampton Related Development Area. 

• Policy H5 (Managing the housing stock) – this policy seeks manage and 
safeguard houses in multiple occupation where they would not adversely 
affect the character and amenity of existing residential areas. 

• Policy H6 – seeks provision for accommodation of Gypsies, Travellers and 
travelling show people. 

 
4 LOCAL POLICY 
 
Northampton Central Area Action Plan (CAAP) – January 2013 
4.1 The Central Area Action Plan was adopted in January 2013.  The Local Plan 
Part 2 seeks to replace and / or update the policies in this plan so there are no 
relevant policies that apply to the LPP2. 
 
Neighbourhood Plans 
4.2 As at December 2020 three Neighbourhood Plans have been made in 
Northampton Borough. These are: 
 

• Duston Neighbourhood Plan 

• Growing Together Neighbourhood Plan – Blackthorn, Cherry Lodge, 
Goldings, Lings, Lumbertubs and Overstone Lodge 

• Spring Boroughs Neighbourhood Plan 
 
4.3 Other Neighbourhood Plans are at the preparation stage. These are:  
 

• Queens Park Neighbourhood Plan 

• Semilong and Trinity Neighbourhood Plan 

• Great Houghton Neighbourhood Plan 
 
4.4 The three made Neighbourhood Plans, for Duston, Spring Boroughs and 
Growing Together contain housing allocations and these have been considered as 
part of the Land Availability Assessment exercise undertaken to investigate which 
sites should be allocated for housing developments. 
 
5 SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENTS (SPD)  
 
Houses in Multiple Occupation – November 2019 
5.1 This SPD was produced to aid property owners, planning applicants and 
planning officers in preparing and determining planning application in relation to 
Houses in Multiple Occupation. 
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Specialist Housing – November 2019 
5.2 The Specialist Housing SPD was prepared to provide guidance to planning 
applicants and those involved in the delivery of specialist housing in Northampton. It 
expands on the adopted policies within the WNJCS and considers housing for older 
people and disabled people. 
 
Planning Obligations SPD – 2013 
5.3 Adopted in 2013 the SPD sets out Northampton’s strategy for working with the 
local community, the development industry, adjoining local planning authorities and 
other interested parties to secure relevant planning obligations in relation to 
mitigating the impacts of new development within Northampton Borough. This 
includes for the provision of affordable housing.  
 
6 NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH CORPORATE PLAN 2019 – 2021 
 
6.1 Although this document does not form part of the development plan, the 
Corporate Plan contains 3 strategic priorities, namely: 
 

• A stronger economy 

• Resilient communities 

• Exceptional services to be proud of 
 
6.2 Below each of these priorities sit primary objectives the council will focus on. 
In the context of housing for Northampton these are: 
 

• Have a Local Plan that helps Northampton grow and prosper 

• More homes, better homes 

• Encourage and support housing delivery 
 
7 EVIDENCE BASE 
 
7.1 Since the LPP2 seeks to deliver the policies contained in the adopted West 
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS), it was not necessary for the 
Council to commission any further studies with regard to the number of houses 
which the Local Plan Part 2 is expected to deliver.  Studies commissioned relate to 
the delivery of the strategic policies including houses in multiple occupation and 
design.  In addition, the Council prepares an annual housing monitoring report which 
has been used to assess, in part, whether the Local Plan is able to deliver the 
number of houses required and the 20% buffer as set out in paragraph 73 of the 
NPPF.   
 
7.2 The evidence used to shape the housing policies and housing allocations 
contained in the LPP2 is as follows: 
 
Site Allocations Methodology and Land Availability Assessment SAMLAA (June 
2020) 
7.3 The SAMLAA report outlines the methodology used to undertake the land 
availability assessment, including the consultation on the methodology itself.  Over 
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500 sites were originally assessed in 2016.  These were sorted into sites which were 
considered to be suitable for further detailed investigations and those that were not.   
 
7.4 In 2018, each of the sites which were considered suitable for further 
investigations underwent a thorough assessment, using a range of checks against 
the Council’s evidence base and engagement to inform the decision-making 
process.  The sites were assessed against criteria related to planning matters, 
including heritage, transport modelling, natural environment and any existing 
planning applications.  Discussions were also held with landowners and developers 
to ascertain the deliverability of the sites. 
 
7.5 The sites were reviewed again in 2019 following changes to the definition of 
deliverability.  In addition, there were representations made to the submission draft 
consultation held in May 2019 for additional sites to be considered for consultation. 
 
Northampton Five Year Housing Land Supply (April 2019) 
7.6 This is published annually to demonstrate the Council’s position in terms of 
identifying a supply of specific deliverable sites sufficient to provide a minimum of a 
5-year housing land supply.  This is assessed against Northampton’s  housing 
requirement, with a buffer of between 5% and 20% depending on the Council’s 
performance.   
 
7,7 For 2018/19, a total of 5,728 dwellings were completed between 2011 and 
2019.  This is just under 2,500 dwellings less that the target figure of 8,157 set out in 
the adopted Joint Core Strategy for this monitoring year.  Over the next five years, 
the report concluded that the Council has 3.13 years of deliverable housing land.  
Further details can be found here: 
https://www.northampton.gov.uk/info/200205/planning-for-the-future/2442/local-plan-
part-2-evidence-base 
 
7.8 The housing sites included as deliverable in the report have been used to 
prepare a housing trajectory for the Northampton Local Plan.  This, together with the 
sites identified as deliverable and suitable for allocation in the LPP2, combined with 
windfall numbers and Sustainable Urban Extensions all contribute towards a 
conclusion as to whether and how the JCS housing numbers and the buffer are to be 
met.  
 
A study of Housing in Multiple Occupation (HMO) policy (Loughborough University, 
November 2018) 
7.9 The study was commissioned to assess the current demand and supply for 
houses in multiple occupation (HMOs) in Northampton and their impact on the 
character of local communities.  It was also aimed at reviewing good practice from 
elsewhere and to make policy recommendations for the LPP2.   
 
7.10 Key to the University’s assessment was understanding where the current 
HMOs are located.  Maps 2 and 3 below show the locations of planning applications 
for HMOs, and the licensed HMOs, at the time the study was undertaken in 2018.  
The University also identified the future growth trajectory of Northampton’s higher 

https://www.northampton.gov.uk/info/200205/planning-for-the-future/2442/local-plan-part-2-evidence-base
https://www.northampton.gov.uk/info/200205/planning-for-the-future/2442/local-plan-part-2-evidence-base
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education institutions due to the link between higher education and the quantum of 
HMOs within towns and cities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map 2: Map of planning applications for HMOs in Northampton 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



10 

 

 
Map 3: Map of mandatory licensed HMOs in Northampton 

 

 
 
7.11 A series of workshops were held with landlords, local residents, Council 
members and Council officers to further gauge the position and impacts associated 
with HMOs.   
 
7.12 The recommendations included the need to introduce a saturation threshold 
of 10% within a 50-metre radius of a planning application for HMOs, which is five 
percentage points less than the previously adopted threshold.  In addition, a borough 
wide Article 4 Direction was recommended in the event that there was adequate 
evidence of need.  This will assist with managing the concentration of HMOs in the 
borough. 
 
West Northamptonshire Housing Market Evidence 2017: Executive summary for 
Northampton Borough (Opinion Research Services, September 2017) 
7.13 This study was commissioned to identify a robust affordable housing needs 
figure for the study area, as well as a specific housing mix and specialist housing 
needs, as required by the NPPF.   
 
7.14 The study concluded that there is a need for 12,500 market and 5,800 
affordable dwellings in Northampton over the period 2016 to 2029. 
 
7.15 In addition, the study addressed the Government’s principle of sustaining 
people in their own homes for as long as possible and made reference to the 
changes to building regulations which introduced three new categories of dwellings. 
These are: 
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• M4(1) Category 1: Visitable dwellings  

• M4(2) Category 2: Accessible and adaptable dwellings; and  

• M4(3) Category 3: Wheelchair user dwellings.   
 
7.16 The study concluded that a higher proportion of specialist older person 
housing units will need to be adaptable to become wheelchair user dwelling.  This 
was set at 840 until 2029. 
 
Northampton LPP2: Optional Higher Technical Standards July 2020 
 
7.17 This technical evidence base paper assesses whether the borough’s housing 
stock is in line with the Technical Housing Standards – nationally described space 
standard (NDSS) set by the Government in 2015.  Although not compulsory, these 
standards provide guidelines which will ensure that people have sufficient space, 
easy access and are able to go about their daily lives in an environment that is not 
restrictive or unhealthy.   
 
7.18 The paper assessed 230 new homes including those on sites of less than 10 
homes up to major of over 100 units. Most space standards of specific areas 
(bedrooms, storage) in those dwellings assessed complied with the standards set 
out in the NDSS however, 62% of the dwellings were not compliant with the NDSS in 
terms of the gross internal floor area. 
 
7.19 It was therefore important to include a policy requirement within the LPP2 to 
meet the NDSS to ensure that people’s homes are built to reasonable standards. 
Figure 1 shows the NDSS compliance table from the paper. 
 

Figure 1: NDSS compliance table 
 

Measure Compliant Non-compliant 

 Bedrooms Dwellings Bedrooms Dwellings 

GIA  87  141 

Double 
bedroom width 

272 187 24 21 

Double 
bedroom floor 
area 

182 130 114 73 

Single 
bedroom floor 
area 

90 73 40 32 

Built in 
storage 

35 35 90 73 
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West Northamptonshire Travellers’ Accommodation Needs Study (Opinion Research 
Services, January 2017) 
7.20 This study provides a robust assessment of current and future need for 
Gypsy, Traveller and travelling showpeople accommodation in Daventry District, 
Northampton Borough and South Northamptonshire local authority areas.   
 
7.21 The study concluded that there were no households in Northampton that met 
the planning definition of a Gypsy or Traveller household, and therefore, there was 
no need for any additional pitches.  However, there were 10 unknown households 
that may have met the planning definition.  This equates to between 0 and 3 
additional pitches.  In determining the need of the households which do not meet the 
planning definition, a total of 17 additional pitches may be required up to 2031. 
 
7.22 With regards to travelling showpeople, it was concluded that there was no 
current or future need for plots.  
 
8 CONSULTATION RESPONSES 
 
8.1 At all stages of the Local Plan Part 2 (LPP2) production, individuals and 
organisations were invited to comment on its content and progress in line with the 
council’s Statement of Community Involvement. The following section details the 
issues raised by respondents and how they have helped shape policy within the 
LPP2. 
 
Issues Consultation - April – June 2016 
 
8.2 The consultation period was from Wednesday 27 April to 5 pm on Friday 10 

June 2016. This was six weeks including two days to compensate for the two Bank 
Holidays on 2 May and 30 May 2016.  A total of 50 respondents made comments on 
the Issues Consultation. 
 
8.3 There was a general consensus amongst the respondents that there was a 
need to identify sites in the Local Plan for housing if the target of 18,870 is to be met 
over the plan period.  There was a comment that many new homes will need to be 
delivered on small and medium sized sites and that the Local Plan must identify a 
range of smaller sites both within and adjoining the Borough boundary and see if 
they are available and deliverable in the short term. 
 
8.4 References were also made to the lack of a demonstrable 5-year housing 
land supply, therefore recommending that the policies be flexible.  Comments were 
also made on the need to manage the growth of houses in multiple occupation.  
Included in the consultation was the ability to comment on the methodology for the 
land availability assessment (LAA).  Respondents were broadly accepting of the 
methodology but had comments on issues like density, impacts on designated 
heritage assets and the natural environment.    
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Options Consultation - September – November 2016 
 
8.5 The consultation period began on Wednesday 21 September and ended at 
5pm on Wednesday the 2 November 2016.  There were 46 respondents to this 
consultation. 
 
8.6 Most of the respondents agreed that because Northampton has persistent 
under delivery of housing, a 20% buffer should be applied.  However, the Housing 
Delivery Test for 2019, and subsequently for 2020, concluded that Northampton 
Borough passed the test on both occasions and only a 5% buffer needs to be 
applied. 
 
8.7 Another respondent thought the objective should be amended to make 
reference to meeting not only residents’ needs, but also their aspirations. This, they 
suggested, would support the delivery of the vision and set a clear message to 
developers that housing needs to achieve more than the bare minimum needs.  
Another respondent was keen to get more people living in the town centre to 
energise it.  They went on to suggest that there are plenty of existing buildings that 
could be renovated to provide additional homes.   
 
8.8 There were opposing views on housing density options, some were against 
the imposition of a density and recommended that each site be considered on its 
merits.  Others were more supportive of the idea, for instance, the requirement to 
develop at 40 dwellings per hectare in urban areas and around public transport 
nodes. 
 
8.9 Some people agreed that housing provision for older people is important and 
should be provided.  However, there were concerns that the planning authority does 
not generally have the benefit of specialist expertise, making it essential for the 
planning authority to engage with appropriate providers, landowners and consultants 
with the requisite expertise and knowledge.  There were comments on specialist 
housing, one stating that whilst positively prepared policies in respect of specialist 
housing and the provision of housing for older people will go some distance in 
addressing those needs, such development could be assimilated into all proposed 
residential sites. However, as is the case with affordable housing, one respondent 
noted the management issues that arise from a ‘pepper pot’ approach to such 
developments.  In terms of providing self-build housing and custom build housing 
plots, only one respondent disagreed. 
 
Sites Consultation (October 2017) 
 
8.10 The purpose of this consultation was to gather views on the sites which the 
Council intended to investigate further and those which were discounted at that 
stage.  The majority of the respondents agreed that the supporting evidence for the 
adopted West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS) and the emerging 
LPP2 was sufficiently robust to inform the Council regarding the areas that should be 
protected.  Some respondents were concerned about the potential shortfall and the 
need to consider further the reasonable alternatives of provision for larger sites 
adjoining the urban area and also assess the option of developing a large number of 
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small sites.  Others were concerned about the heavy reliance on windfall sites.  
However, the Five-Year Housing Land supply report shows that windfall sites play an 
important role in housing delivery within Northampton. 
 
Local Plan Part 2 – Proposed Submission – May to June 2019  
 
8.11 The consultation commenced on 1st May 2019 and ended on 14th June 2019. 
In total there were 93 respondents who made comments to the Proposed 
Submission Local Plan Part 2.  
 
8.12 Respondents were split on some of the policies, some of whom were 
supportive of the housing allocations with others concerned that the policies, 
particularly those on type and mix of housing, were too inflexible and had the 
potential to affect viability.  Respondents also expressed concern about the trajectory 
and the impacts of not meeting a 5-year housing land supply.  This was despite the 
fact that the Council had demonstrated that this would be delivered at the latter part 
of the plan period (using the Liverpool method) and that the number of houses 
required by the adopted WNJCS will be delivered. 
 
8.13 Historic England (HE) expressed concerns about some of the allocations and 
recommended that a Heritage Impact Assessment be undertaken on some of the 
sites.   HE were also concerned about the inclusion of the battlefield site in Policy 43 
on Ransome Road. The HIA was completed in June 2020, and Historic England was 
consulted on its contents.   
 
Local Plan Part 2 – Proposed Submission Round 2 – July to September 2020 
 
8.14 The consultation commenced on 13th July 2020 and closed on 7th September 
2020.  There were 65 respondents in total. 
 
8.15 Concerns were expressed about Policy 14, mainly on the issue of self-build 
and custom build housing.  These were primarily from housebuilders as well as 
planning consultants.  There were also concerns expressed about the site-specific 
policies with issues related to heritage, the natural environment and supporting 
infrastructure. Homes England, along with other housing developers also had 
concerns around site capacity and flexibility within sites related to parameters and 
site layouts, including: 
 

• Policy 39 (Northampton Railway Station, railfreight and adjoining sites) – 
Historic England wanted to see additional references to archaeology 

• Policy 41 (The Green) – there continued to be objections to the proposed 
allocation for housing.  Homes England wanted more flexibility on the location, 
scale and nature of the ecological enhancement 

 
9 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
 
9.1 National guidelines require the delivery of housing which meets local needs, 
not just in terms of quantum but also in terms of mix, range and types.  The adopted 
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strategic policies within the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS) 
set out the number of houses that Northampton has to deliver.  
 
9.2 The evidence base and the consultation responses listed above were critical 
to the formulation of housing policies within the Northampton LPP2.  Following 
detailed investigations on over 500 sites, and the outcomes of the consultation 
exercises, the LPP2 contains a list of allocated sites which the Council considers 
would be suitable for housing development.  Developments on these sites will 
contribute towards meeting the housing requirement set out in the WNJCS.  The list 
of allocated sites has been amended to take into account the additional 
investigations and consultation responses.   
 
9.3 There were also clear messages about the need to provide guidelines that will 
support the delivery of houses in multiple occupation in a manner which will be 
acceptable to both the occupants and adjoining residents. 
 
9.4 The policies in the Northampton Local Plan Part 2 therefore seek to do the 
following:             
 

• Policy 13 (Residential and other residential led allocations) and Policy 38 
(Development Allocations): these support housing developments on specific 
sites.  Indicative capacities were provided which assisted with preparing the 
housing trajectory.  It was concluded that the housing numbers can be met 
but not in accordance with the delivery trajectory set out in the WNJCS, which 
envisaged very high numbers of annual completions in the middle of the plan 
period.  Legal counsel sought by the Council concluded that it was acceptable 
for the LPP2 to seek to deliver the housing requirement on a different 
trajectory, which forecasts higher completion rates in the last five years of the 
plan period.  At least half of the allocated sites are below 1 ha in size which is 
in conformity with the NPPF.  Others are small and medium sized sites as 
recommended through the consultation exercise. 

 

• Policy 14 (Type and mix of housing): this provides guidelines on delivering the 
range and types of dwellings including specialist housing and self and custom 
build housing as specified in the West Northamptonshire Strategic Housing 
Market Assessment.  This will ensure that the various housing needs, 
including specialist housing, within Northampton are met.  Although there 
were concerns about the policy in terms of its prescriptive requirements, it 
was considered that there was sufficient evidence to justify the policy.  This 
will ensure that specific housing needs are met.  In addition, the requirements 
for self-build and custom build housing were also determined by the number 
of people who are registered on the Council’s Self-Build and Custom Build 
Register.  This provided the Council with a realistic formula for inclusion in this 
policy. 

 

• Policy 15 (Delivering houses in multiple occupation): this provides guidelines 
on delivering houses in multiple occupation which accords with the findings of 
the study on HMOs provided by Loughborough University.  This will be 
applicable to all HMOs but is more likely to be monitored through planning 
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applications.  As of November 2020, the whole borough was covered by 
Article 4 Directions taking away the permitted development right to change a 
dwellinghouse (Use Class C3) to a house in multiple occupation for three to 
six unrelated persons (Class C4).  Planning applications will be determined in 
accordance with the policies in this Local Plan Part 2 and the Houses in 
Multiple Occupation Supplementary Planning Document. 

 

• Policy 16 (Gypsies, Travellers and travelling showpeople): sets out criteria for 
considering planning applications. 

 

• Policy 39 (Northampton Railway Station and railfreight sites), Policy 41 (The 
Green, Great Houghton), Policy 42 (Greyfriars) and Policy 43 (Ransome 
Road) are all site-specific policies that provide detailed policy guidance on 
those sites. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


