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Position regarding current and future working arrangements on strategic cross border 

planning issues between Northampton Borough Council, Daventry District Council, 

Northamptonshire County Council and South Northamptonshire Council 

 

1. Context 

 

1.1 Northampton Borough Council has consulted on the Submission Draft of the Northampton 

Local Plan Part 2.  Public consultation ran from 1st May 2019 to 14th June 2019.  Following 

analysis of responses to that round of consultation, the Plan was amended, and a second 

round of public consultation took place from 13th July to 7th September 2020.   

 

1.2 The West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS - Part 1 of the Local Plan) was 

adopted 15th December 2014.   The WNJCS covers the administrative areas of Northampton 

Borough Council, Daventry District Council and South Northamptonshire Council. 

 

1.3 The WNJCS was considered by an independent inspector as part of the Public Examination 

with hearings held in April and May 2013 and March 2014.  The Inspector’s Report was 

received on 2nd October 2014, concluding that the Plan was sound, subject to Main 

Modifications.  The adopted WNJCS incorporates the modifications recommended by the 

Inspector. 

 

1.4 The WNJCS sets out the long-term vision and objectives for the whole of West 

Northamptonshire for the period 2011 to 2029 and includes strategic policies to guide 

development. 

 

2. The Northampton Local Plan Part 2 

 

2.1 The Northampton Local Pan Part 2 has been prepared in conformity with the policies set out 

in the WNJCS.  Since the WNJCS is strategic in nature, it is the role of the Northampton Local 

Plan Part 2 to set out detailed policies and site allocations specifically for Northampton.  It 

will guide decision-making for planning applications across the borough. 

 

2.2 The Council has carried out five stages of consultation on the Local Plan Part 2 as follows: 

• Issues consultation, April 2016 

• Options consultation, October 2016 

• Sites consultation, October 2017 

• Proposed Submission version of Local Plan Part 2 – round 1, July 2019 

• Proposed Submission version of Local Plan Part 2 – round 2, June 2020 

 

2.3 The following parts of the Submission version of the Local Plan Part 2 require particular 

attention in the context of this Duty to Co-operate Statement of Common Ground. 

 

 

Residential 



2.4 This section of the Local Plan Part 2 provides policies to guide residential development. The 

Housing Delivery sets out that the WNJCS established an objectively assessed need for 

25,758 dwellings for Northampton between 2011 and 2029.  WNJCS Policy S3 sets the 

housing requirement for Northampton Borough from 2011 to 2029 at about 18,870 

dwellings.  The WNJCS allocated a number of sustainable urban extensions to Northampton, 

several of which, in whole or part, extend beyond the borough boundary into Daventry 

District and South Northamptonshire. 

 

2.5 The WNJCS sets a delivery trajectory for the provision of new housing in each of the council 

areas of West Northamptonshire.  In practice, by April 2019, delivery in Northampton has 

fallen very far short expectations, but the Council has been able to identify sufficient sites to 

meet the WNJCS’s housing requirement to 2029, as set out in the Local Plan Part 2.  The 

difficulty is that the WNJCS’s housing delivery trajectory cannot be met in the year 2019/20 

to 2023/4 because: 

• Much of the identified under-delivery so far has been the result of slower rates of 

housing completions in the Sustainable Urban Extensions than anticipated 

• The short-term housing supply is constrained by the WNJCS’s heavy reliance on large 

SUEs for substantially meeting the Borough’s housing needs 

• The Council has researched alternative sites in borough exhaustively through its Call for 

Sites and Land Availability Assessments.  There are no other sources of supply that could 

address the short-term shortfall 

 

2.6 In the face of long term under-delivery, which the Council has tried to overcome, the Plan 

sets put a housing trajectory that differs significantly from the proposed housing trajectory 

set out in the WNJCS, with an annual delivery figure of 1,030 from 2019/20 to 2023/24 

stepping up to 1,609 from 2024/25 to the end of the Plan period. 

 

2.7 Clearly, the higher delivery level envisaged for the last five years of the Plan period is 

ambitious, but this matter can be addressed in the West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan, 

which is likely reach adoption in 2023, enabling an early review of the Northampton Local 

Plan Part 2 to take place. 

 

2.8 No objections about this approach have been received from Daventry District Council, South 

Northamptonshire Council or Northamptonshire County Council. 

 

2.9 In response to Round 1 of consultation on the Proposed Submission version of the Local Plan 

Part 2, concerns were raised that the Local Plan Part 2 did not review WNJCS Policy H6 

Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople which was based on evidence using an out-of-

date methodology.  This concern has been addressed in June 2020 Proposed Submission 

version of the Local Plan Part 2, which includes a specific policy (Policy 16) setting out criteria 

to be used in the consideration of planning applications for new provision for Gypsies, 

Travellers and Travelling Showpeople. 

 

 

 



 


