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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Northampton Local Plan Part 2 (LPP2) contains chapters covering a 
variety of planning themes with Chapter 5 focusing on the quality of new 
development.  
 
1.2 The quality of development and places influences the quality of our 
experience including our feelings of safety, security, inclusion and belonging, our 
health and well-being, and our sense of community cohesion. Northampton has and 
continues to experience significant changes both in terms of its regeneration 
opportunities as well as meeting housing needs through both small developments 
and sustainable urban extensions (SUEs).   
 
1.3 Northampton has a rich supply of designated and non-designated heritage 
assets which contribute to the town’s distinctive character. Likewise, the town has 
valuable green and blue infrastructure which supports biodiversity and offers health 
and wellbeing benefits to residents and visitors to Northampton. As such, 
Northampton’s natural and built assets need to be protected and enhanced and it is 
important to ensure that new developments are well-designed and integrate well with 
their surroundings, without harming existing local character.  
 
1.4 The policies in the Northampton Local Plan Part 2 (LPP2) which are related to 
design and placemaking play a vital role in delivering high quality and well-designed 
places for residents and visitors. 
 
1.5 In addition to matters associated with design and placemaking, there is also a 
need to ensure that public health considerations are incorporated in the decision-
making process.  Design, placemaking and public health are intertwined, for 
example, design principles play a key role in securing a healthy lifestyle where 
accessibility to green spaces and sports facilities are promoted.  Design principles 
that encourage the use of sustainable means of movement will also encourage a 
more active lifestyle. 
 
1.6 The table below sets out the policies relevant to this topic paper. 
 

Policy 
number 

Policy details 

2 Placemaking 

3 Design 

4 Amenity and Layout 

6 Health and wellbeing 
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2 NATIONAL POLICY 
 
National Planning Policy Framework (February 2019) 
 
2.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out that the creation of 
high-quality places and buildings is fundamental to the planning and development 
process. It also leads to improvements in the quality of existing environments. The 
NPPF expands on the fundamental principles of good design to define what is 
expected for well-designed places and explains how planning policies and decisions 
should support this.  
 
2.2 At the heart of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019 is the 
achievement of sustainable development through 3 overarching objectives for the 
planning system. Paragraph 8a states that the social objective is to support strong, 
vibrant and healthy communities, by ensuring that a sufficient number and range of 
homes can be provided to meet the needs of present and future generations; and by 
fostering a well-designed and safe built environment, with accessible services and 
open spaces that reflect current and future needs and support communities’ health, 
social and cultural well-being. 
 
2.3 Section 4 of the NPPF addresses pre-application engagement and how early 
engagement with the local community is essential with it stating at paragraph 38 that 
local planning authorities ‘should work proactively with applicants to secure 
developments that will improve the economic, social and environmental conditions 
for the area.  
 
2.4 Paragraphs 124 – 132 of the NPPF consider how to achieve well-designed 
places and set out how planning policies and decisions should ensure that 
development contributes towards the creation of high-quality buildings and places. 
Paragraph 122e discusses the importance of ‘securing well-designed, attractive and 
healthy places’ and paragraph 127b states that ‘planning policies and decisions 
should ensure that developments are visually attractive as a result of good 
architecture, layout and appropriate and effective landscaping’.  
 
2.5 A key theme in the framework is connectivity and this is addressed in 
paragraphs 85e and 91a which require connectivity to town centre uses and street 
layouts that allow for easy pedestrian and cycle connections, and promote social 
interaction.  
 
2.6 An important element of enabling communities to flourish is ensuring that new 
development not only provides housing, but also the facilities to support it. This is 
stipulated in paragraphs 72 and 92 of the NPPF. Additionally, paragraph 96 states 
that Access to a network of high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and 
physical activity is important for the health and well-being of communities. 
 
2.7 Promoting active and healthy lifestyles is a key part of the current planning 
agenda with an emphasis on how design and transport provision can contribute 
towards more active, healthy lifestyles.  Paragraph 91c states that planning policies 
should aim to achieve healthy, inclusive and safe places which enable and support 
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healthy lifestyles, particularly where this addresses identified local health and 
wellbeing needs through, for example, the provision of accessible green 
infrastructure, sports facilities, local shops, access to healthier food, allotments and 
layouts that encourage walking and cycling. Paragraph 102c states that transport 
issues should be considered from the earliest stages of plan making and 
development proposals so that ‘opportunities to promote walking, cycling and public 
transport use are identified and pursued’.  This is reflected throughout the policies 
contained in the Northampton LPP2. 
 
2.8 Paragraph 185 states that ‘Plans should set out a positive strategy for the 
conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment’. Paragraph 200 states that 
‘local planning authorities should look for opportunities for new development within 
Conservation Area…to enhance or better reveal their significance’. 
 
2.9 Legibility, character and local distinctiveness are key elements of design in 
new developments. Paragraph 9 states that ‘Planning policies and decisions should 
play an active role in guiding development towards sustainable solutions, but in 
doing so should take local circumstances into account, to reflect the character, 
needs and opportunities of each area’. Paragraph 126 states that in order to ‘provide 
maximum clarity about design expectations at an early stage, plans or 
supplementary planning documents should use visual tools such as design guides 
and codes. These provide a framework for creating distinctive places, with a 
consistent and high-quality standard of design’. Paragraph 127d states that 
development should aim to ‘establish or maintain a strong sense of place, using the 
arrangement of streets, spaces, building types and materials to create attractive, 
welcoming and distinctive places to live, work and visit’.  
 
2.10 Policies in the Northampton LPP2 intend to avoid creating a motor vehicle-
dominated approach which is aligned with paragraph 110c that states that 
‘applications for development should create places that are safe, secure and 
attractive – which minimise the scope for conflicts between pedestrians, cyclists and 
vehicles’. 
 
2.11 All policies contained in the LPP2 seek to achieve good placemaking with 
Policies 2, 3, 4 and 6 specifically focused on the principles of placemaking and the 
design of new developments to ensure Northampton is a good place to live, work 
and visit. 
 
Planning Practice Guidance 
 
2.12 Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) is updated regularly and the current 
guidance related to design and placemaking, at the time of producing this paper, is 
set out below. 
 
2.13 Design: Process and tools PPG 
The Design: Process and Tools PPG states that well-designed places can be 
achieved by taking a proactive and collaborative approach at all stages of the 
planning process, from policy and plan formulation through to the determination of 
planning applications and the post approval stage. This guidance explains the 
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processes and tools that can be used through the planning system and how to 
engage local communities effectively1.  
 
2.14 It goes onto state that planning policies can set out the design outcomes that 
development should pursue and that appropriate policies can be included within a 
plan’s vision, objectives and non-strategic policies.  
 
2.15 The LPP2 contains a Vision for Northampton and Objective 1 seeks to 
achieve high quality design that takes account of and improves local character and 
heritage and provides a safe, healthy and attractive place for residents, visitors and 
businesses.  
 
2.16 Policies 2, 3 and 4 of the LPP2 set out the criteria that developers must meet 
to achieve high quality place making through design, and amenity and layout of 
schemes. 
 
2.17 The PPG also outlines that the National Design Guide, which sets out the 
characteristics of well-designed places and demonstrates what good design means 
in practice.  The ten characteristics contained within the National Design Guide have 
been considered when formulating the policies within the LPP2. 
 
2.18 Healthy and safe communities PPG 
Paragraph 003 sets out that A healthy place is one which supports and promotes 
healthy behaviours and environments and a reduction in health inequalities for 
people of all ages. It will provide the community with opportunities to improve their 
physical and mental health, and support community engagement and wellbeing.  It is 
a place which is inclusive and promotes social interaction.  
 
2.19 Policy 6 of the Northampton LPP2 specifically relates to health and wellbeing. 
It requires development to contribute to creating an age friendly, healthy and 
equitable living environment through prescribed criteria. Together with Policies 2 and 
3 the LPP2 overall seeks to ensure new development incorporates good place 
making principles and design from the outset. 
 
2.20 Housing: optional technical standards 
This PPG sets out that local planning authorities have the option to set additional 
technical requirements, including an optional nationally described space standard 
(NDSS). Evidence to support the LPP2 demonstrates that NDSS requirements 
should be included as a policy requirement and is subsequently set out in Policy 4. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/design - Paragraph: 001 Reference ID: 26-001-20191001 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/design
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3 STRATEGIC PLANNING 
 
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (December 2014) 
 
3.1 The Northampton Local Plan Part 2 (LPP2) seeks to deliver the policies 
contained in the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS).  The 
following policies are relevant to placemaking and design: S10, C2, H1, H4 and BN5 
 
3.2 Policy S10 (Sustainable Development Principles) seeks to achieve the highest 
standards of design with a focus on protecting, conserving and enhancing the natural 
and built environment and heritage assets and their settings. This is through 
improvements in energy efficiency, to minimise the demand for resources and 
mitigate and adapt to climate change. 
 
3.3 Policy C2 (New developments) sets out that new housing, employment, 
commercial and retail development will be required to mitigate its effects on the 
highway network by way of a transport assessment and travel plan. This will involve 
maximising travel choices and maximising sustainability (as defined in the NPPF) 
based on their location. 
 
3.4 Policy H1 (Housing density and mix and type of dwellings) sets standards for 
a mix of house types, sizes and tenures to cater for different needs. The policy 
adopts a design-led approach to determine densities on a site by site basis having 
regard to the objective of securing the efficient use of land and the particular 
characteristics of a site. 
 
3.5 Policy H4 (Sustainable housing) states that residential development must 
meet the requirements of the lifetime homes standard: ‘Consideration should also be 
given to designing homes which provide the flexibility to work from home and those 
which provide both the internal space and external garden space to meet the needs 
of families. 
  
3.6 Policy BN5 (The historic environment and landscape) recognises designated 
and non-designated heritage assets in order to ensure that their settings and 
landscapes are conserved and enhanced. It aims to ensure that any new 
development does not negatively impact on the buildings and structures, parks and 
gardens, and archaeological remains that are an important aspect of the area’s past.  
 
4 LOCAL PLANNING POLICY 
 
Northampton Central Area Action Plan (CAAP) – January 2013 
4.1 The Central Area Action Plan was adopted in 2013.  The LPP2 seeks to 
replace and update the policies in the plan so there are no policies which are 
relevant to the emerging plan. 
 
Neighbourhood Plans 
4.2 As at December 2020 three Neighbourhood Plans have been made in 
Northampton Borough and these have design related policies that have been 
considered as part of the overarching policies in the Northampton LPP2. These are: 
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• Duston Neighbourhood Plan 

• Growing Together Neighbourhood Plan – Blackthorn, Cherry Lodge, 
Goldings, Lings, Lumbertubs and Overstone Lodge 

• Spring Boroughs Neighbourhood Plan 
 
4.3 Other Neighbourhood Plans are at the preparation stage. These are:  
 

• Queens Park Neighbourhood Plan 

• Semilong and Trinity Neighbourhood Plan 

• Great Houghton Neighbourhood Plan 
 
5 SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENTS (SPDs) 
 
5.1 Northampton has several adopted SPDs that should be referred to by 
developers, applicants and officers when considering planning applications. 
Together, they all contribute to good design and placemaking within Northampton. 
Details of the relevant SPDs are below. 
 
Specialist Housing – November 2019 
5.2 The Specialist Housing SPD was prepared to provide guidance to planning 
applicants and those involved in the delivery of specialist housing in Northampton. It 
expands on the adopted policies within the WNJCS and considers housing for older 
people and disabled people including its design and where it would be best located 
in terms of amenities and facilities.  
 
Planning Obligations SPD – 2013 
5.3 Adopted in 2013 the SPD sets out Northampton’s strategy for working with the 
local community, the development industry, adjoining local planning authorities and 
other interested parties to secure relevant planning obligations in relation to 
mitigating the impacts of new development within Northampton Borough. This 
includes for the provision of services and facilities.  
 
Biodiversity SPD for Northamptonshire – 2015 
5.4 A county-wide SPD was prepared by Northamptonshire County Council in 
partnership with the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and 
Northamptonshire, and Natural England. The SPD supplements the policies within 
the WNJCS and explains how biodiversity can be integrated into developments. 
 
Northampton Shopfront Design Guide SPD (2011) and Residential Extensions and 
Alterations Design Guide SPD (2011) 
5.5 Both SPDs provide design guidance for their respective types of development. 
The documents consider heritage assets and their settings, and outline issues 
associated with development in Conservation Areas as well as development that 
impacts Listed Buildings. 
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6        OTHER LOCAL GUIDANCE 
 
Conservation Area Appraisals – Various dates 
6.1 Northampton has 21 conservation areas which are subject to a programme of 
re-evaluation from time to time. Appraisals for each of the conservation areas 
provide guidelines for development that take account of local character and 
distinctiveness. These are discussed further on in the document. 
 
Central Area Character Assessment and Tall Building Strategy – 2010   
6.2 This study was commissioned to assess the character, distinctiveness and 
qualities of Northampton in order to help formulate design and heritage policies. It 
considers matters such as natural topography, urban grain, open space and public 
realm, scale and height and provides a useful tool for planners and developers. 
 
7 NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH COUNCIL CORPORATE PLAN (2019 – 2021) 
 
7.1 Although this document does not form part of the development plan, it sets 
out three strategic priorities for the council, which are: 
 

• A stronger economy  

• Resilient communities 

• Exceptional services to be proud of 
 

7.2 Below each of these priorities sit primary objectives the council will focus on. 
In the context of design and placemaking these are: 
  

• Creating a cleaner, greener town;  

• Have a Local Plan that helps Northampton grow and prosper;  

• Driving growth whilst preserving the town’s heritage; 

• Creating a thriving, vibrant town; 

• Keeping the town and people safe; and 

• Improving the health and wellbeing of local people. 
 

8 EVIDENCE BASE 
 
8.1 The preparation of the LPP2 was supported by adequate and proportionate 
evidence.  The evidence base for design, placemaking and public health policies is 
set out below. 
 
Using the planning system to promote healthy weight environments (Public Health 
England, February 2020) 
8.2 This guidance aims to provide practical support for local authorities that wish 
to use the planning system to achieve important public health outcomes around 
obesity, diet and physical activity.  It provides a framework for achieving healthy 
weight environments based on local evidence and needs, by focusing on 
environments that enable healthier eating and promote more physical activity by 
default.  All these will bring about benefits to individuals, families and communities 
from living in a healthier environment. 
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8.3 This can be achieved through a range of initiatives including neighbourhood 
design, in a range of settings including the high street and areas of new housing 
development.  Additionally, policies around takeaways and determining their 
proximity to schools help to work against childhood obesity. Policy 20 of the LPP2 
states that proposals for hot food takeaways which are situated within close 
proximity to a primary or a secondary school will only be permitted if the takeaway 
facility is located at least 400m from any entrance to the school. 
 
National Design Guide (MHCLG, 2019) 
8.4 This guidance sets out the characteristics of well-designed places and 
demonstrates what good design means in practice. This design guide can be used 
by local authority planning officers, councillors, applicants and residents to help them 
assess and inform development proposals. 
 
8.5 Policy 2, Placemaking, in the Northampton LPP2 incorporates the ten 
characteristics of well-designed places identified in this guide. This states that ‘all 
development should be well designed and of a high quality, meeting urban design 
principles’. 
 
Optional Higher Technical Standards Paper (Northampton Borough Council July, 
2020) 
 
8.6 This technical evidence paper assesses whether the borough’s housing stock 
is in line with the Technical Housing Standards – nationally described space 
standard (NDSS) set by the Government in 2015.  Although not compulsory, these 
standards provide guidelines which will ensure that people have sufficient space, 
easy access and are able to go about their daily lives in an environment that is not 
restrictive or unhealthy.   
 
8.7 The paper assessed 230 new homes including those on sites of less than 10 
homes up to major of over 100 units. Most space standards for specific areas 
(bedrooms, storage) in those dwellings assessed complied with the standards set 
out in the NDSS.  However, 62% of the dwellings were not compliant with the NDSS 
in terms of the gross internal floor area. 
 
8.8 It was therefore considered important to include a policy requirement within 
the LPP2 to meet the NDSS to ensure that people’s homes are built to reasonable 
standards. Figure 1 shows the NDSS compliance table from the paper. 
 
Figure 1: NDSS compliance table 
 

Measure Compliant Non-compliant 

 Bedrooms Dwellings Bedrooms Dwellings 

GIA  87  141 

Double 
bedroom width 

272 187 24 21 

Double 
bedroom floor 
area 

182 130 114 73 
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Single 
bedroom floor 
area 

90 73 40 32 

Built in 
storage 

35 35 90 73 

     

 
Northamptonshire’s Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2016 – 2020 
8.9 This document sets out a range of measures to assist in reducing health 
inequalities. These include the need to ensure that environments which promote 
health and wellbeing are created.  Prevention, early help and early intervention are 
fundamental to the strategy.  Without early intervention, health inequalities will 
worsen and outcomes will be poorer for all.  The strategy states that by creating 
communities that are strong and resilient, empowering people to proactively keep 
themselves well, and achieving parity of esteem between mental and physical 
health, the burden on the health system and social care will be eased.  
 
8.10 Local plans play a crucial part is contributing towards early intervention, 
including through the formulation of policies that will encouraging a more active 
lifestyle. 
 
The Design Companion for Planning and Placemaking (Urban Design London, 2017) 
8.11 A guide to help those involved in planning secure higher standards of building, 
open space and neighbourhood design and the delivery of better places. This book 
provides up to date explanations, examples, top tips and practical advice on 
understanding and applying national design policies and guidance. 
 
8.12 The Northampton LPP2 encourages developers, masterplanners and 
designers to engage with Northampton Borough Council early in the application 
process in order to achieve high quality new development. 
 
Urban Design Appraisal (Plus Design, 2016) 
8.13 This study conducted urban design analysis for the whole borough except for 
the central area which has been previously analysed by the study ‘Central Area 
Character Assessment & Tall Buildings Strategy (Space, 2010)’. This study is very 
important as it identified main existing issues and recommendations which are 
specific to Northampton whereas the other evidence base helped identify more 
generic design issues and recommendations. The analysis concluded that 
Northampton’s local distinctiveness has not always been positively incorporated into 
developments because of a lack of attention to design quality. The recommendation 
for Local Plan Policy Making is to include policies for promoting good placemaking. 
 
8.14 The specific areas of the borough that have been analysed in the study have 
been incorporated into the Northampton LPP2 and will be used in any development 
management negotiations. This will mean that new development contributes to 
Northampton’s distinctiveness: ‘By conserving and complementing the best of the 
borough’s built and natural environment, through high quality design, the town will 
become a more attractive, inclusive, healthy place for people to live and work, and 
be more attractive to businesses wishing to invest in the borough.’ 
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Building for a Healthy Life (Building for Life Partnership, 2020) 
8.15 Building for a Healthy Life is promoting quality in urban design for new 
residential developments. Organised across three headings, 12 considerations are 
presented to help those involved in new developments to think about the qualities of 
successful places and how these can be best applied to the individual characteristics 
of a site and its wider context. It is available for use by anyone who has an interest in 
new homes and neighbourhoods from developers to community groups to local 
authorities.  
 
8.16 The Building for a Healthy Life standard is required in Policy 3, Design, which 
aims to achieve new developments that are sustainably designed and constructed. 
This policy is future-proofed to adapt to changes in guidance. 
 
Active Design (Sport England, 2015) 
8.17 This document takes a fresh look at the opportunities to encourage and 
promote sport and physical activity through the design and layout of our built 
environment to support a step change towards healthier and more active lifestyles. 
This guidance builds on the original objectives of improving accessibility, enhancing 
amenity and increasing awareness, and sets out the 10 principles of Active Design.  
The 10 principles have been developed to inspire and inform the layout of cities, 
town, villages, neighbourhoods, buildings, streets and open spaces, to promote sport 
and active lifestyles.  
 
8.18 This has been incorporated into policies that guide masterplanning and layout 
design. Through incorporating the principles set out by Sport England, health and 
wellbeing have been prioritised. This will help to structure pre-application discussions 
between local communities, the Council and the developer of a proposed scheme. 
 
9 CONSULTATION RESPONSES 
 
Issues Consultation – April – June 2016 
 
9.1 The Issues consultation ran from 27th April to 10th June 2016 with 50 
respondents submitting comments.  Comments received referenced the need to 
avoid prescriptive policies and for strong policies to be included that improve the 
streetscape and respect the local vernacular, character and distinctiveness of the 
Borough. There were also comments associated with encouraging beneficial 
regeneration utilising the heritage dividend, using a townscape assessment and 
allowing developers scope over design where there is no defined context, for 
example at peripheral SUEs. It was mentioned that it would be beneficial to allow 
developers flexibility in meeting design requirements to ensure viability and avoid 
uniform developments, as well as personal preference in design and appearance. 
There was a recommendation to use National Character Areas to provide a useful 
planning tool to guide the design of projects. The need to review the information 
provided on active design (Sport England planning tool and guidance) was also 
mentioned.  
 
9.2 Reference was made to the need to protect the historic environment and to 
obtain from developers, sufficient data about the potential effects of the development 
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scheme on heritage assets before any outline or full permissions is granted.  It was 
noted that the ambience and character of the area needs to be protected.  There 
were concerns about residential units getting smaller leading to poor amenity for 
residents at the expense of quality of life.  There were also concerns that introducing 
space standards could have a negative impact on viability and deliverability.  The 
necessity to fully assess any local need for such standards and the viability impact of 
introducing them was highlighted.   
 
Options Consultation – September – November 2016 
 
9.3 The options consultation ran from 21st September to 2nd November 2016 and 
46 respondents made comments. One respondent welcomed the reference to high 
quality design choices and distinctive historic character. The comments related to 
quality of design were more focused on heritage issues.  
 
9.4 There was support for the residential density recommended but there were 
concerns regarding lack of amenity and parking spaces within high density 
residential development. There was a recommendation that each site should be 
assessed or carefully masterplanned, taking into account elements such as 
character, architecture, the type of housing to be provided and location to ensure 
that it responded sensitively to its context.  
 
Sites Consultation (2017) 
 
9.5 The Sites consultation took place in October 2017.  The purpose of this 
consultation was to gather views on the sites which the Council intended to 
investigate further and those which were discounted at that stage.  There were 
several comments concerning the quality of design and layout of new developments 
which could affect the amenity and quality of life for future residents on some of the 
sites. 
 
Local Plan Part 2 – Proposed Submission Consultation Round 1 – May to June 2019  
 
9.6 The proposed submission draft consultation took place between 1st May 2019 
and 14th June 2019.  Comments were received from 93 respondents. 
 
9.7 Sport England wanted ‘active design’ referenced within the Plan and residents 
would like to see street layouts which prioritise the pedestrian over the car; with 
infrastructure that allows for electric vehicles. Homes England wanted the Plan to 
specify how development should perform positively against Building for Life (or 
successor advice) criteria. 
 
9.8 Reference to Building for Life is made in the preamble to Policy 2 
(Placemaking) and stated in the policy itself. It was considered preferable for this to 
be in the preamble to ensure that the policy remains robust in the event that such 
documents are updated. 
 
9.9 As stated in Policy 32 (Designing sustainable transport and travel), 
developments should incorporate electric vehicle charging points. Reference is made 
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to the Northampton Low-emission Strategy which includes the Electric Vehicle Plan 
which will develop and support electric vehicle infrastructure in the borough. 
 
Local Plan Part 2 - Proposed Submission Consultation Round 2 - July to September 
2020) 
 
9.10 The second round of the regulation 19 consultation took place between 13th 
July and 7th September 2020. Comments were received from 65 respondents. 
 
9.11 Some respondents wanted reference made to future SPDs as this would allow 
policies to be flexible in their prescriptions and take localised approaches. It was felt, 
however, that a prescriptive approach to what SPDs would be produced would 
decrease the flexibility of policies. 
 
9.12 Based on comments received, the text of Policy 3 has been amended to 
include reference to small-scale nature improvement projects. It also contains further 
design requirements in conservation areas. The Town Centre Conservation Area 
Advisory Committee recommended that the assessment of environmental impact 
should include construction and loss of ‘embodied energy’ in existing housing stock. 
 
9.13 References to the Building for Life criteria have been amended to refer to the 
Building for a Healthy Life document. 
 
9.14 Homes England suggested that Policy 3 should be amended to incorporate 
wording on sustainable design.  However, it was decided that this was not necessary 
since this policy, and other policies in the plan including Policy 5, addresses this 
matter.   
 
9.15 Some respondents felt that the need for development to meet the Nationally 
Described Space Standards required evidence to support its inclusion within Policy 
4.  This policy is based on evidence set out in the Council’s Optional Higher 
Technical Standards Paper, July 2020. 

 

10 CONCLUSION AND SUMMARY 
 
10.1 The policies contained within Chapter 5 (Quality of New Development) have 
been formulated based on the fundamental principles of good design outlined in 
national and regional planning policy guidance, and comments made during the 
consultation process. The principles are also in line with the guidance set out in the 
Design Companion for Planning and Placemaking and the National Design Guide. 
The NPPF explains the importance of understanding and evaluating each area’s 
defining characteristics, to ensure developments are sympathetic to local character 
and history including the surrounding built environment and landscape setting. One 
of the findings from the evidence base in that Northampton has not always been 
successful in achieving this. The Pan addresses this through the design and 
placemaking principles in Policy 2 (Placemaking), Policy 3 (Design) and Policy 4 
(Amenity and Layout).  All of these policies now take account of comments received 
regarding high quality and sustainable design, amenity, walkability and flexibility.  
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10.2 The NPPF states that local planning authorities should ensure that they have 
access to and make appropriate use of tools and processes for assessing and 
improving the design of development. Building for Life is promoted in NPPF but has 
now been superseded by Building for a Healthy Life; this is one of the tools available 
and is referenced in Policy 3 (Design) of the LPP2. There was a comment through 
Proposed Submission Consultation Round 2 which requested clarity on the definition 
of ‘perform positively against Building for Life (or successor advice) criteria’. It has 
been rephrased to include reference to achieving the Building for Life certification. 
 
10.3 In the Proposed Submission Consultation Round 1, a comment was received 
suggesting that Active Design be referenced.  This has been incorporated in the 
preamble of Policy 2 (Placemaking) and referenced throughout the LPP2, as 
ensuring a cohesive approach to ensuring health and wellbeing is an important 
consideration in the development process. 
 
10.4 The Round 1 consultation also resulted in more guidelines being requested on 
public health.  Northamptonshire County Council (Public Health) provided some 
evidence and guidelines on how these matters can be incorporated into the plan.  In 
line with the requirements to improve health and wellbeing, using the principles of 
design and placemaking, Policy 6 (Health and Wellbeing) incorporates requirements 
for developments to contribute towards an age-friendly, healthy and equitable living 
environment. 
 
 


