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Introduction 
 

1. This Statement of Common Ground has been jointly prepared and approved 
by: 

• Northampton Borough Council; and 

• Northamptonshire County Council (as Local Highway Authority and 
Local Transport Authority) 

 
Objectives of this Statement of Common Ground 
 

2. This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared to support the 
Examination in Public for the Northampton Local Plan Part 2 (LPP2). It has 
been agreed by both parties and demonstrates how issues raised by 
Northamptonshire County Council during the plan preparation process, 
through their representations have been taken into account and addressed.  
Where issues remain unresolved, an SoCG can set out that the way forward 
may not necessarily be a consensus by all parties.   
 

3. This SoCG informs the Inspector and other interested third parties about 
areas of agreement / disagreement on the soundness of the policies and 
detailed, supportive text contained within the LPP2 in relation to transport.  
Any further modifications to the LPP2 will ultimately be decided by the 
Inspector and be subject to further consultation. 
 

Policy Context 
 
 
Background 
 

4. The Northampton Local Plan Part 2 provides detailed development 
management and site-specific policies, building on the strategic policies 
contained in the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (Local Plan Part 
1), December 2014 (WNJCS).  The Joint Core Strategy’s policies were 
reviewed in December 2019.  Strategic cross boundary matters have been 
addressed through the plan preparation process for the WNJCS. 

 
5. Following the adoption of the WNJCS, Northampton Borough Council 

continued to work with partner authorities as well as Northamptonshire County 
Council, AECOM and the Borough Council of Wellingborough. 

 
 
Location 
 

6. This SoCG between the Parties covers the entire area of Northampton, which 
is identified on Map 1 below. 

 
 
Map 1: Northampton Borough Boundary 

 



 

 

 

 
 
Strategic planning matters 
 
Transport Planning for West Northamptonshire 
 

 
 

7. The Northampton Local Plan Part 2 builds on the strategic policies contained 
in the adopted WNJCS. 
 

8. Of particular relevance to this SoCG are the following WNJCS policies: 
 

• C1 – changing behaviour and achieving modal shift 

• C2 – new developments, which includes a provision that development 
will be required to mitigate its effects on the highway network 

• C3 – strategic connections 

• C4 – connecting urban areas 

• C5 – enhancing local and neighbourhood connections 

• N12 – Northampton’s transport network improvements 
 

9. Through its alignment with WNJCS policies, the LPP2 also seeks to align 
itself with the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan, the County Council’s 
statutory Local Transport Plan1, which contains a series of strategic policies 
for transportation and is accompanied by a series of daughter documents in 

 
1 Northamptonshire Transportation Plan, March 2012, Northamptonshire County Council Northamptonshire 

Transportation Plan - Fit for Purpose.pdf 

https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/northamptonshire-highways/transport-plans-and-policies/Documents/Northamptonshire%20Transportation%20Plan%20-%20Fit%20for%20Purpose.pdf
https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/northamptonshire-highways/transport-plans-and-policies/Documents/Northamptonshire%20Transportation%20Plan%20-%20Fit%20for%20Purpose.pdf


 

 

the form of thematic transport strategies and town transport strategies, 
including one for Northampton. 
 

 
Policy context 
 

10. Northampton Borough Council is preparing its Local Plan Part 2 (LPP2) which 
seeks to deliver the requirements of the West Northamptonshire Joint Core 
Strategy (WNJCS). The LPP2 will contain locally specific development 
management policies and site-specific allocations for the borough of 
Northampton. 
 

11. This SoCG between Northampton Borough Council and Northamptonshire 
County Council covers the administrative area of Northampton Borough. 
 

Matters being addressed in this statement 
 

12. This SoCG has been agreed to address highways and transportation matters 
set out in the LPP2 in respect of the following policies: 
 

• Policy 32 – designing sustainable transport and travel 

• Policy 33 – highway network and safety 

• Policy 34 – transport schemes and mitigation 

• Policy 35 – parking standards 
 

13.  It has also been agreed to address the potential impacts of development 
allocations set out in Policy 13 – Residential and Other Residential Led 
Allocation and Policy 38 - Development Allocations of the LPP2 and 
associated site-specific policies: 
 

• Policy 39 – Northampton railway station (LAA0288), railfreight and 
adjoining sites (LAA0333) 

• Policy 40 – Martin’s Yard Extension (LAA1005) 

• Policy 41 – The Green, Great Houghton (LAA1098) 

• Policy 42 – Greyfriars (LAA1113) 

• Policy 43 – Ransome Road (LAA1139) 
 

Local Plan Preparation 
 

14. Northampton Borough Council is required to identify sites which are capable 
of delivering 18,870 homes over the period 2011 to 2029, along with 
employments sites and other allocations.  The allocations and infrastructure 
policies set out in the LPP2 were informed by a Sites Allocation Methodology 
and Land Availability Assessment which considered accessibility by public 
transport and local and strategic highways matters. 

 
15. Northamptonshire County Council responded to the first round of Proposed 

Submission consultation commenting on a number of detailed matters which 



 

 

were amended prior to the second round of Proposed submission 
consultation. 
 

16. Also, prior to the second round of Proposed Submission consultation, the 
County Council carried out a traffic modelling exercise to indicate the impacts 
of the developments being proposed.  These indicated that most of the 
development proposed can be accommodated with only minor alterations to 
transport infrastructure.  It also indicated where there will be requirements for 
more significant upgrades to junction and carriageway capacity in certain 
locations.  The County Council’s letter concerning traffic modelling analysis is 
appended to this SoCG. 
 

17. The County Council did not submit any objections on grounds of traffic 
generation to the second round of Proposed Submission consultation. 
 

 
 
 
Area of Agreement 
 

18. Following constructive, active and ongoing engagement and discussions 
between the Council under the Duty to Co-operate, as contained in Section 
33A of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, regarding the 
Northampton Local Plan Part 2, the Councils agree that: 

 
(i) The traffic modelling runs commissioned by Northamptonshire County 

Council indicate a number of areas where minor infrastructure 
upgrades are required to mitigate the traffic impacts of new 
development proposed in the Local Plan Part 2. 

(ii) The traffic modelling runs commissioned by Northamptonshire County 
Council indicate that there will be requirements for more significant 
upgrades to junction and carriageway capacity in certain locations to 
mitigate the traffic impacts of new development proposed in the Local 
Plan Part 2. 

(iii) This Statement of Common Ground is not a legally binding agreement 

but a document setting out the current position on strategic issues in 

relation to the duty to co-operate on the Northampton Local Plan Part 2 

and identifies areas of agreement/outcome resulting from that co-

operation. 
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