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REPRESENTATION FORM FOR THE NORTHAMPTON LOCAL PLAN PART 2
PROPOSED SUBMISSION (REGULATION 19 CONSULTATION)
Northampton Borough Council is preparing a Local Plan Part 2 for the Borough. It will
supplement the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (Local Plan Part 1) and
will replace Saved Policies in the Northampton Borough Council Local Plan (1997)
and update the policies within the Northampton Central Area Action Plan (2013). The
Local Plan Part 2 will cover the period to 2029. This stage of plan making is the Local
Plan Part 2 Proposed Submission (Regulation 19) and is the version of the plan that
the Council intends to submit to the Planning Inspectorate for independent
examination.
This form should be used to make representations on the Northampton Borough
Council Local Plan Part 2 Proposed Submission.
You can submit your representation online using our electronic form through the link
below:
www.northampton.gov.uk/lpp2proposedsubmissionround2
A downloadable version (fillable PDF) is also available on the same page.
Under the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR), Northampton Borough
Council needs to inform you of the reasons why we are capturing your data and what
we will do with your data. Any personal data collected and/or processed will be dealt
with in accordance with the Data Protection Legislation and the Council’s Data
Protection Policy. Data is held securely and accessed by, and disclosed to, only
individuals where relevant to this policy / procedure.
View Northampton Borough Council’s Privacy Policy here:
https://www.northampton.gov.uk/info/200031/data-protection/175/data-protection
Please note that it is not possible for representations to be considered anonymously.
Representations will be published on the consultation website and included as part of
the submission to the Inspector. Address and contact details will be removed from
published responses.
I agree to the Council collecting my personal data so that they can process my reply to the
Northampton Local Plan Part 2 Proposed Submission Regulation 19.

X

Yes (please tick)

Please complete and submit by 5pm on Monday 24 August 2020.
Responses received after this time will not be accepted.
This form has 2 parts:

Ref:

(For official use only)

Part A

Personal details

Part B

Your representation(s).
Please fill in a separate sheet for each representation you wish to
make

Part A: Personal Details
Q1: Are you making this representation as? (Please tick as appropriate)
a) Resident or member of the general public
b) Local Authority or Town/Parish Council
c) Landowner
d) Agent/ Consultant (on behalf of)

D
D
D
D

e) Other organisation (please specify which type of organisation below):
Town Centre Conservation Area Advisory Committee

*If an agent is appointed, please complete only the Title, Name and Organisation
boxes in the Personal Details column below but complete the full contact details
of the agent in the Agent's Details column.
Personal Details
Title
First name
Last name
iI
here relevant
Or anisation where relevant
Address line 1
Line 3

Postcode
Tele hone number

Kate
Servant
Chair
TCCAAC

Agent's Details (if
a licable

Email (if provided we will
alwa s contact ou this wa
Part B: Representation(s)
Please use a separate sheet for each representation you make
Please read the accompanying notes before completing Part B. The notes explain
what we mean by soundness and legal compliance. These are questions that we are
expected to ask consultees.

Please note all comments will be made publicly available. If you do not have sufficient
space in the box, please continue on a separate sheet or expand the box.

2:

Do
you
consider
the Yes
No
Northampton Local Plan Part 2 to
be legally compliant?
If NO, is this because it is: (please tick all that you think apply)
Not prepared in accordance with the Local Development Scheme
Not prepared in accordance with the Statement of Community
Involvement
Not consistent with the regulatory requirements for consultation
Not compliant with the duty to cooperate
Not accompanied by a compliant Sustainability Appraisal
2 (1): Please give details of why you consider the Northampton Local Plan Part

2 Submission Draft document is not legally compliant. Please be as precise
as possible.

3:
Do
you
consider
the Yes
Northampton Local Plan Part 2 to
be sound?

No

3 (1): If NO, is this because it is: (please tick all that you think applv)
Not positively prepared
Not justified
Not effective
X
Not consistent with national policy
X

X

4: To which part Paragraph Policy
of the Locar Plan number
number
does
this
representation
relate?

Site
Number

Figure

Table

Policies
Maps

4 (1 ): Please set out the changes that you consider are necessary to make the
Northampton Local Plan Part 2 Proposed Submission Round 2 document
legally compliant and / or sound including revised wording of any policy text,
and reasons why the proposed change would make it legally compliant and/or
sound. Please be as precise as possible.
Please see attached.

Please note your representation should cover succinctly all the information, evidence
and supporting information necessary to support / justify the representation and the
suggested changes, as there will not normally be a subsequent opportunity to make
further representations based on the original representation at publication stage.
SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL

5. Which part of the document do you wish to comment on? (please give the
relevant paragraph or policy number).
ParaQraph
Comments

HABITATS REGULATIONS ASSESSMENT
6. Which part of the document do you wish to comment on? (please give the
relevant paragraph or policy number).
ParaQraph
Comments

7: If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to
take part and speak at the examination hearing(s) if invited to do so by the
Inspector?
No, I do not wish to participate
Yes, I wish to participate at the
at the oral examination
oral examination

X

8: If you wish to take part at the oral examination, please outline why you
consider this to be necessary (please note the Inspector will determine who
will be invited to be heard at the examination hearing(s))

9: Please tick a box if you wish to be notified of further progress of the Local
Plan Part 2 lease tick all that a I
When the Northampton Local Plan Part 2 has been submitted for x
independent examination under Section 20 of the Planning and
Com ulso Purchase Act 2004 as amended
When the report of any person appointed to carry out an x
independent examination of the Northampton Local Plan Part 2 is
ublished
When the Northam ton Local Plan Part 2 has been ado ted
X

110: Signature

IDate

131 /08/2020

Town Centre Conservation Area Advisory Committee comments on
Local Plan Part 2
31st August 2020
All comments relate to the ‘soundness’ of the Plan, with suggestions to improve its effectiveness and
consistency with national policy. We make no comment on whether the Plan is legally compliant.

Policy 2 Placemaking (pp38)
- Beyond responding to and enhancing the historic environment, there is a need to restore where it
has been lost or damaged and maintain what is left. Amend this bullet point to: “Maintaining and
where necessary restoring, as well as responding to and enhancing locally distinct townscape,
landscape and historic environment characteristics”

Policy 3 Design (pp39-40)
- A healthy design should include access to nature and natural environments, and taking the
opportunity to create natural environments. This is important not only in existing natural sites at
the edge of the town, but also for improving the lives of people living within the town centre by
encouraging nature all around them, and creating green corridors of habitat for wildlife. Therefore
add a bullet point “Designs should create areas of natural environment which prioritise nature, and
where allow visual, aural and where possible physical access to people. For small scale sites this may
include retaining or creating gardens with soft, permeable surfaces and planting which encourages
wildlife, for larger scale sites this may include larger wildlife areas with suitable habitat to encourage
nature.”
- Add a bullet point “Materials and design should respect and respond to the local vernacular.”
- Add a bullet point “Design codes should be developed for conservation areas”
- When assessing sustainability, the assessment of environmental impact should include
construction and loss of ‘embodied energy’ in existing housing stock. Amend bullet point to “Should
be as sustainable as possible and constructed in a sustainable fashion, including an assessment of
the whole-life from site clearance, to building, to maintenance, to demolition.”

Policy 4 Amenity and layout (pp40-41)
- We understand that the average life of a house is 90 years, so this demonstrates the importance of
high standards and resilience to climate change and catastrophic events such as pandemics.
- In the post-COVID era we should be demanding higher standards than minimum set before COVID.
Setting standards based on the minimum will only reduce the health and wellbeing of residents.
- Setting external amenity spaces to meet the “reasonable needs of its users” is too vague and open
to abuse (second bullet point of policy).
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- Northampton should set its own standards through an updatable SPD, which should never be less
than national minimum requirements and can enforce the higher standards that Northampton’s
residents deserve. This will be more flexible to incorporate improvements in the future.
- The standards should also apply to conversions, not just to new builds, and to HIMOs.
- Therefore amend the second bullet point by changing “reasonable needs of its users” to
“Northampton SPD standards”.
- And amend the fifth bullet point to: “Provision of at least the minimum internal and external space
standards and storage areas as set out in the Northampton SPD, for new builds and conversions
including HIMOs.”
- apply at least the new build space standards to conversions and HiMOs – see also Policy 15 p69-70.

Policy 5 – [environmental impact] (p43-4)
- refurbishment of existing building stock should not simply use the same sustainable construction
methods as new build, it must allow for different historic construction methods (e.g. dampproof
treatments are not the same for solid wall construction) and the need to preserve and enhance
character of heritage assets (e.g. replacing windows not appropriate). Therefore add a bullet point
“For the conversion, maintenance and refurbishment of historic and traditional buildings, methods
and materials will be appropriate to the age and construction of the building. This is particularly
important for heritage assets (designated and non-designated).”
- Add a bullet point (all development proposals section): “Incorporate absorbent and natural
external surfaces, trees and vegetation to avoid water run-off.”
- In accordance with the NPPF paragraph 163c, add a bullet point: “Incorporate sustainable drainage
systems, unless there is clear evidence it would be inappropriate”.

Policy 6 – Health and Wellbeing (p46)
- Providing access to nature improves wellbeing and can also improve health by promoting physical
activity. There is a need to both provide new natural environment on site, and to provide routes to
natural environment off-site. This is even more important where the development site was
previously a natural environment, the development of which removes opportunities for local
residents to experience nature. Therefore add a new bullet point: “Promoting access to the natural
environment by both providing new natural environment on site, and providing routes to other
natural environments nearby e.g. creation of foot-paths”.

Policy 14 Type and mix of housing (p67-68)
- Housing Mix appears to refer only to large new developments, however housing mix is important in
existing communities where conversions can create a concentration of single-person or HiMO
housing to the detriment of larger households. Add a sentence: “Conversions should demonstrate
how they contribute to reinstating or maintaining a mix of housing types in the immediate
community, meeting the varied needs of different households”.
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Policy 31 – Heritage (p102)
- Add “views” to the important aspects listed under the fourth bullet point.
- In our experience, many applications do not recognise and promote the characteristic vernacular
and features of conservation areas, which create and maintain the character which the designation
seeks to protect. Therefore, add a new bullet point “Conforms to design codes and distinctive
features identified for conservation areas, e.g. in each Conservation Area appraisal”.

Policy 27 – Sustaining and enhancing existing, and supporting the creation of,
Northampton’s Green Infrastructure
- We note that the NPPF (170(d)) requires planning policies and decisions to enhance the local and
natural environment by minimising impacts and providing net gains in biodiversity. We therefore
feel that this policy should be strengthened, by amending the first sentence of paragraph 2 to: “All
housing developments of 15 dwellings or more will be expected to deliver a net gain in biodiversity,
and to deliver and / or contribute to the green infrastructure projects.”

Policy 34 – Transport (p108)
- It is not enough to minimise pollution issues, developments must not create or exacerbate
pollution issues and should ideally reduce existing pollution issues. This is clearly important for
health, but it is also a heritage issue within the remit of the TCCAAC because pollution can have a
catastrophic effect on historic buildings (e.g. destroying carved stonework). In the second paragraph
of this policy, replace “provide opportunities to minimise and where possible reduce pollution
issues” to “demonstrate that they will not create or exacerbate pollution issues and if possible will
reduce pollution issues”

Policy 42 – Greyfriars (p126)
- The Holy Sepulchre Conservation Area and Church have been badly affected by road schemes
which have isolated them from the town centre. Any development plan for Greyfriars must address
this. Add a bullet point: “Ensure that the Holy Sepulchre Conservation Area, Church and churchyard
are reintegrated back into the town centre and their historic character is enhanced and protected”.
- In accordance with the NPPF paragraph 200, add a bullet point “Enhance the setting of the Holy
Sepulchre Conservation Area, and the Holy Sepulchre Church.
- We also believe that the wider context must be taken into account when designing an
appropriately integrated development. We therefore recommend that a Masterplan be developed
for the wider area between the Grosvenor Centre, the Mounts, Regents Square, Broad St / Horse
Market and Greyfriars.
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