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Dear Sir/Madam,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment o n the Northampton Submission Loca l Plan 2 Second Round
consu ltation. The attached comments are submitted o n behalf of Anglian Water. (These were submitted
earlier today but do not appear to have been received soi am re-sending them).
I wou ld be grateful if you could confirm that you have received this response .
Shou ld you have any queries relating to this response please let me know.

Regards,

Stewart Patience,

MRTPI
Spatial Planning Manager
Telephone:

Anglian Water Services Limited
Anglian Water, Thorpe Wood House, Thorpe Wood, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire. PE3 6WT
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From : Patience Stewart
Sent: 07 September 2020 16:40
To:
Cc:
Subject: Proposed submission Round 2

Dear Sir/Madam,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment o n the Northampton Submission Loca l Plan 2 Second Round
consu ltation. The following comments are su bmitted o n behalf of Anglian Water.
I wou ld be grateful if you could confirm that you have received this response .

1

Should you have any queries relating to this response please let me know.
Policy 5 Carbon Reduction, Community Energy Networks, Sustainable Design and Construction, and
Water Use ‐ SUPPORT
Policy 5 refers to residential developments being required to mininise water consumption by meeting the
optional requirement of 110 litres/per person/per day.
Anglian Water and the Environment Agency and Natural England has issued advice to local planning
authorities (copy attached) stating that there is evidence to demonstrate a need for optional water
efficiency standard to be applied in the Anglian Water supply area. As such we fully support the inclusion
of this standard in the policy.
We note that changes have made to refer to water re‐use measures in response to comments made by
Anglian Water as part of the earlier pre‐submission consultation.
Opportunities for a more holistic and integrated approach to water management should form part of the
plan, to encourage multi‐functional water management assets which support other community objectives.
This approach combines different elements of water management (e.g. combining SuDS with a water re‐
use system to both manage runoff and provide an alternative non‐potable water supply) together with
town planning and design (e.g. integrating the planted SuDS features throughout a development to
contribute to ‘greener’ streetscapes).
For the reasons set out above we fully support the reference made to development proposals
incorporating water re‐use measures wherever possible to reduce demand on existing water supply and
impact on existing sewerage infrastructure.
Policy 7 Flood Risk and Water Management ‐ OBJECT (in part) ‐ EFFECTIVE
We note that changes have been made to Policy 7 in response to comments made by Anglian Water and
Northamptonshire County Councils as LLFA.
We welcome reference made to meeting the standards for surface water as set out in documents
produced both by the LLFA and Anglian Water following our previous comments on this policy.
Following the publication of the previous version of the Local Plan there is new water sector guidance
relating to the adoption of SuDS where they meet the legal definition of sewers, This is expected to
simplify the process for developers applying to Anglian Water to adopt SuDs features.
It is therefore suggested that the related supporting text (para 5.34) is updated to refer to Design and
Construction Guidance.
We also note that it refers to major development proposals incorporating SuDS into the design and
safeguarding access to Anglian Water's existing water and water recycling infrastructure.
Policy BN7A of the adopted West Northamptonshire Core Strategy requires the incoporation of SuDS
in development wherever practicable. As such it doesn't limit the use of SuDS to major development
proposals. Therefore the wording as proposed is inconsistent with the Core Strategy which would be read
together with Part 2 Local Plan.
It is also important to emphasise that maintaining access to our existing infrastructure is essential for all
development proposals and is not limited to major development proposals as suggested.
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We would therefore ask that para 5.34 is amended as follows:
'Anglian Water's SuDS adoption handbook and the water sector Design and Construction Guidance sets
out the circumstances in which SuDS features will be adopted by Anglian Water'
We would therefore ask that Policy 7 is amended as follows:
'For all major development'

Policy 29 ‐ Supporting and enhancing biodiversity ‐ SUPPORT
Anglian Water welcomes the reference to development proposals providing a net gain in biodiversity.

Policy 30 Upper Nene Valley Pits Special Protection Area ‐OBJECT (in part) ‐ EFFECTIVE

We note that Policy 30 has been amended to require major development proposals demonstrating that
there would be no significant adverse effects on Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection Area and
Ramsar site as a result of development proposals or cumulatively including from (additional) water
abstraction and discharge from the foul drainage system.
Anglian Water is supportive of the objective of the request for the modification to protecting the water
environment particularly in relation to Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection area.
Water abstraction: we consider the reference to water abstraction is ineffective and unnecessary as water
abstractions for public water supply are licensed by the Environment Agency and form part of the Water
Resource Management Plan process rather than the determination of individual planning applications.
Anglian Water is the water undertaker for Northampton Borough administrative area and is responsible
for preparing as part of a statutory process a Water Resources Management plan (WRMP) at least once
every 5 years and reviewed continuously which outlines how we will manage the supply/demand balance
so that we can continue to serve our customers now and in the future in respect of population growth,
climate change and environmental protection. Anglian Water’s current WRMP 2019 covers the period
2020 to 2045 and has been approved by Defra.
The WRMP is supported by a Habitats Regulation Assessment report and where necessary an Appropriate
Assessment and is available to view at the following address:
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/about‐us/our‐strategies‐and‐plans/water‐resources‐management‐plan/
Water resources are managed on a larger geographical scale than Councils and individual development
proposals. For example the Ruthamford North Water Resource Zone (WRZ) includes Northampton
Borough together with the supply systems for Peterborough, Wellingborough, Corby, Daventry and
Kettering.
The Environment Agency issues licenses to Anglian Water for the abstractions from both groundwater and
surface water sources used for public water supply. As such the Environment Agency is the decision maker
in respect of any changes to abstraction licenses in accordance with separate legislation (environmental
permitting regulations) and directs Anglian Water where it is necessary to limit abstractions to protect
water environment.
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Anglian Water is working closely with the Environment Agency (and Natural England) to ensure that our
abstractions are sustainable. Abstraction in all areas where there is any risk of environmental deterioration
will be capped at recent abstraction rates, and hence abstraction will not increase. This includes the
Northampton Borough area.
Water resources are sourced from across Anglian Water company area and water is conveyed between
different areas by existing infrastructure. It is proposed that we will build on existing infrastructure by
developing a more integrated strategic grid so that we can continue to serve our customers as part of the
WRMP proposals. As part of which there will be a new potable water transfer is proposed from
Lincolnshire to Ruthamford North WRZ.
Anglian Water is also actively working with Water Resource East a partnership which brings together a
range of organisations with an interest in water, energy, retail environment, land management and
agriculture to develop a long‐term, multi‐sector water resource strategy for the East of England.
There is a robust regulatory framework in place to ensure that abstractions are effectively managed. New
development, or rather population change, is one of many drivers for water resource management.
The Council's HRA report also concludes that there will be no adverse effects on the integrity of Upper Nene Valley
Gravel Pits SPA and Ramsar site, as a result of changes to water supply and water level management either alone or
in combination with other plans or projects (para 5.137 of the report).

We also have concerns about requiring major development proposals located within close proximity to
Upper Nene Valley SPA in relation to foul drainage.
All new development proposals in Northampton Borough would be expected to be drained to Northampton (Great
Billing) Water Recycling Centre and the related discharge point for this site is managed by Anglian Water in
accordance with the permit issued by the Environment Agency.

Policy BN7A of the adopted West Northamptonshire Core Strategy states 'that new development
proposals will ensure that adequate and appropriate....wastewater infrastructure is available to meet the
additional requirements placed upon it and ensure that water quality is protected, and as far as
practicable, improved.' As the Development Plan will be read as a whole there is an existing local
plan policy that requires developers to demonstrate that there is adequate capacity available to ensure
water quality is protected.
It is therefore proposed that Policy 30 is amended as follows:
'Proposals for major developments within close proximity of the SPA will need to demonstrate through the
development management process that there will be no adverse effects on the integrity of the Special
Protection Area and the species for which the land is designated. Significant effects could include the loss
or fragmentation of supporting habitat, non‐physical disturbance (noise, vibration or light), and impacts
due to water runoff, water abstraction or discharges from the foul drainage system either as a direct result
of the development alone or in combination. Applicants should refer to Table 2 of the Upper Nene Valley
Gravel Pits Special Protection Area Supplementary Planning Document for guidance on when to consult
with Natural England.
Major developments will also be required to demonstrate that there is sufficent capacity at the
recieving Water Recycling Centre to ensure water quality is protected consistent with the requirements
of the Habitats Directive.
Policy 39 Northampton Rail Station, Railfreight and adjoining sites ‐OBJECT (in part) ‐ EFFECTIVE
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We welcome the reference made to maximising the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems on site subject to
a detailed assessment being prepared.
As set out in the Proposed Submission Local Plan there is existing Anglian Water infrastructure within the
boundary of the site. We would ask that this be considered as part of the site design and layout to ensure
that we can continue to serve our customers. In the event that there is a need to divert our existing assets
a formal application to Anglian Water would be required.
Add new paragraph to supporting text to read:
There is an existing sewer in Anglian Water’s ownership within the boundary of the site and the site layout
should be designed to take these into account. This existing infrastructure is protected by easements and
should not be built over or located in private gardens where access for maintenance and repair could be
restricted. The existing sewers should be located in highways or public open space. If this is not possible a
formal application to divert Anglian Water’s existing assets may be required.’
Add new criterion to Policy 39:
‘the safeguarding of suitable access for the maintenance of foul drainage infrastructure.’
Policy 40 Martin's Yard Extension ‐ SUPPORT
We welcome the reference made to maximising the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems on site subject to
a detailed assessment being prepared.
Similarly we welcome the reference made to considering the location of the existing water main and foul
sewer as part of the site layout to ensure access can be maintained following construction.
Policy 41 The Green, Great Houghton ‐OBJECT (in part) ‐ EFFECTIVE

Reference to the incorporation for Sustainable Drainage Systems was included in Policy 36 of the Propsoed
Submission Local Plan (now Policy 41). However this appears to have been removed from the current
version of the plan.
To ensure the policy is effective we would ask that reference be made to the requirement to maximise the
use of SuDs on site subject to a detailed assessment which appears in the other allocation site policies in
the Part 2 Local Plan.
Add new criterion to Policy 41:
'Subject to detailed assessment (including an assessment of contaminated land), development on this site
should maximise the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS).'
As set out in the Proposed Submission Local Plan there is existing Anglian Water infrastructure within the
boundary of the site. We would ask that this be considered as part of the site design and layout to ensure
that we can continue to serve our customers. In the event that there is a need to divert our existing assets
a formal application to Anglian Water would be required.
Add new paragraph to supporting text to read:
There is an existing sewer in Anglian Water’s ownership within the boundary of the site and the site layout
should be designed to take these into account. This existing infrastructure is protected by easements and
should not be built over or located in private gardens where access for maintenance and repair could be
5

restricted. The existing sewers should be located in highways or public open space. If this is not possible a
formal application to divert Anglian Water’s existing assets may be required.’
Add new criterion to Policy 41:
‘the safeguarding of suitable access for the maintenance of foul drainage infrastructure.’
Policy 42 Greyfriars ‐ SUPPORT
We welcome the reference made to maximising the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems on site subject to
a detailed assessment being prepared.
Similarly we welcome the reference made to considering the location of the existing water mains and
sewers as part of the site layout to ensure access can be maintained following construction.
Policy 43 Ransome Road ‐ SUPPORT
We welcome the reference made to maximising the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems on site subject to
a detailed assessment being prepared.
Similarly we welcome the reference made to considering the location of the existing water mains and
sewers as part of the site layout to ensure access can be maintained following construction.
Policy 44 Site in Tanner Street, Green Street, St Peter's Way and Freeschool street ‐OBJECT (in part) ‐
EFFECTIVE
To ensure the policy is effective we would ask that reference be made to the requirement to maximise the
use of SuDs on site subject to a detailed assessment which appears in the other allocation site policies in
the Part 2 Local Plan.
Add new criterion to Policy 44:
'Subject to detailed assessment (including an assessment of contaminated land), development on this site
should maximise the use of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS).'
Attendance at examination
Where we have sought changes to the plan we would wish to reserve the right to appear at examination
to represent our interests as a water and sewerage undertaker.
Regards,
Stewart Patience, MRTPI
Spatial Planning Manager
Telephone:

Anglian Water Services Limited
Anglian Water, Thorpe Wood House, Thorpe Wood, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire. PE3 6WT
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The dissemination, distribution, copying or disclosure of this message, or its contents, is strictly
prohibited unless authorised by Anglian Water. It is intended only for the person named as addressee.
Anglian Water cannot accept any responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of this message.
Contracts cannot be concluded with us by email or using the Internet. If you have received this
message in error, please immediately return it to the sender at the above address and delete it from
your computer. Anglian Water Services Limited Registered Office: Lancaster House, Lancaster Way,
Ermine Business Park, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, PE29 6XU Registered in England No 2366656
Please consider the environment before printing this email.--*----*----*----*----*----*----*----*----*---*----*----*----*----*----*---*----*-----*----*----*----*----*----*----*----*----*----*----*----*----*---*----*---*----*-----*----*----*----*----*----*
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Joint advice to Local Planning Authorities: Optional Higher Water efficiency
standard for new housing (January 2019 updated February 2020)
Anglian Water, Environment Agency and Natural England

All new homes have to meet the mandatory national standard set out in the Building
Regulations (of 125 litres/person/day). Where there is a clear local need, local planning
authorities can set out Local Plan policies requiring new dwellings to meet the tighter Building
Regulations optional requirement of 110 litres/person/day.
The National Planning Policy Framework policies expects local planning authorities to adopt
proactive strategies to adapt to climate change that take full account of water supply and
demand considerations. The local planning authority can consider whether a tighter water
efficiency requirement for new homes is justified to help manage demand.
This joint statement has been produced to set out the common position of Anglian Water, the
Environment Agency and Natural England on the inclusion of this optional standard in Local
Plans within the Anglian Water company area.

Context
The Anglian Water region is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change:
temperature rise, the potential reduction in summer rainfall, lower available water resources,
increased flood risk and rising sea levels. Eastern England is the driest region in the UK,
receiving only around 600 millimetres rainfall per annum, around two-thirds of the average for
England and Wales 1 • The ecological sensitivity of many of the wetland sites in the east of
England adds a further challenge where there are environmental drivers for abstraction
reductions.
Together with this sensitivity the growth in population, housing and the economy will put
increasing demand on water and wastewater services. Securing sustainable supplies will
demand substantial improvements in the efficiency of water usage by Anglian Water and by
Anglian Water's customers.

Establishing a clear need
To include the optional highertarget, national guidance states that it will be for a local planning
authority to establish a clear need based on:
•
•
•

existing sources of evidence
locally specific evidence including water cycle studies.
consultations with the local water and sewerage company, the Environment Agency and
catchment partnerships.
• consideration of the impact on viability and housing supply of such a requirement.
See paragraph 013 of the Housing: optional technical standards
1

Anglian Water Strategic Statement
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Is there a local need in the Anglian Water company area?
The EnvironmentAgency'WaterStressed Areas Final Classification (2013)'2 is a primary source
of evidence which supports a tighter water efficiency standard. It identifies areas of serious
water stress where household demand for water is (or likely to be) a high proportion of the
current effective rainfall available to meet that demand.
The Environment Agency advises the Secretary of State that the areas classified as 'Serious' in
the final classification table should be designated as 'Areas of serious water stress'.
The Anglian Water region is identified as an area of serious water stress. This means that if you
are serviced by Anglian Water the area is considered to be at serious water stress. In our view,
this provides evidence to suggest that the optional higher water efficiency standard should be
applied to help manage this stress.
In addition, Anglian Water's Water Resource Management Plan 2019 3 identifies how Anglian
Water will manage the supply and demand balance over the next 25 years. It shows what
demand and supply measures will be introduced to manage the longer term challenge of
population increase, climate change, drought resilience and growing environmental needs. It is
currently forecasted that our average supply-demand balance will be 249Ml/d by 2045. In
response, reducing the levels of consumption will help to counteract the reduction in resource
availability as well as other proactive alterations.

Viability
The Local Planning Authority should consider viability taking account of local circumstances and
policy requirements, but research has shown that the cost of the optional higher water
efficiency standard and associated cost can be as low as £6-9 4 per dwelling. We therefore
consider that this does not make Local Plans, or individual development proposals, unviable.

Recommended Wording
In areas where Anglian Water is the water undertaker in the area, we recommend that the
following wording is included in appropriate Local Plan policies, and implemented through of
planning conditions, as set out in Building Regulations.

"Development proposals should demonstrate:
Dwellings meet the Building Regulation optional higher water efficiency standard o,
110 litres per person per day, as set out in building regulations part G2."
Where more than one water company serve the area the local planning authority should contact
the water company and consider specific wording for the respective boundaries. This is
appropriate because despite close geographical proximity, areas may have their water
resources from outside the local area.

2

https ://www.gov.uk/ govern me nt/pu biications /water -stressed-are as-2013-classification
http://www.anglianwater.co.uk/environment/our-commitment/our-plans/water-resource-management.aspx
4
The Housing Standards Review Cost Impact reportl2014l prepared for DCLG advises that the cost of int roducing such a standard would be

3

between £6- £9 per dwelling,
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