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Q11
Please set out the changes that you consider are necessary to make the Northampton Local Plan Part 2 Proposed
Submission Round 2 document legally compliant and / or sound including revised wording of any policy text, and
reasons why the proposed change would make it legally compliant and/or sound. Please be as precise as possible.
I am a resident of Great Houghton and I wish to make representations against the proposed Local Plan with particular reference to
the allocation of the site at the Green (policy 41) on the basis of soundness in that it is not positively prepared, justified or
effective and is also not consistent with national planning policy as follows:
(A) Not positively prepared:
The proposed Local Plan allocates more land than is required to achieve the projected need – it is not justified per the Council’s
own data.
Other smaller, more sustainable and deliverable sites are identified - the Green is a large development but no additional services
(e.g. schools, doctors etc) are proposed, so stretched local services are likely to be overwhelmed.
(B) Not justified or effective:
As mentioned above the site is not needed to meet projections and there are alternatives, while the proposed development at the
Green would have a serious detrimental impact on the village of Great Houghton as follows:
Traffic
Traffic produced by the proposed development would have a major impact on the village:
At the A428 turn
The A428 has a 60mph speed limit. There have been accidents, including fatalities, at the junction. The right turn (e.g. to go the
local school/Post Office/church which are all in Little Houghton) is difficult and dangerous to make – you often have a significant
wait. Although there are two lanes at the junction, the two-lane stretch is only a few car lengths long. Once a few cars are waiting
to turn right, those wishing to turn left and head into Northampton cannot get past them to access the left-hand lane and a queue
starts to form up through the village. Given that each car turning right has to wait to turn, the queue moves slowly
Use of the route from is underestimated and has not been being properly quantified. It is the quickest route between Wootton and
the A428 and in continuous use. When there is a blockage on the M1 or A45, the number of cars visibly increases and a queue
already forms up into the village.
The village has approximately 300 homes. The proposed development comprises 800 houses. Assuming 2 cars per household,
the development would produce an additional 1,600 cars. This is likely to produce significant daily queues at the A428 turn,
affecting quality of life for villagers and those living on the development.
There is no way to widen the High Street, as there are houses on either side all the way down. It is also within the Conservation
Area. I cannot therefore see how this could be effectively mitigated, but in any event, the proposed plan contains no actual
assessment of the potential effect. The site should therefore not be allocated.
On the Green
The Green is single track with no street lighting. People speed and are unused to using passing places. Large potholes form each
winter which need repair. The road does not stand up to its current user and would need to be significantly improved.
However, as it is surrounded by fields, it is capable of improvement. The High Street and the turn onto the A428 are not.
Down Great Houghton High Street
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The High Street is single carriageway and has parked cars. At these points, the road effectively becomes a single-track with
passing places. The High Street is a hill all the way down and drivers and cyclists speed. HGVs are currently a problem, given
the width of the road. There is likely to be additional HGV traffic, especially associated with construction.
If you need to walk from the top to the bottom of the village, you have to cross the road at least once as there is pavement on one
side only in places at the top, middle and bottom of the village. This includes children using school buses from Little Houghton
Primary School and Wollaston School and anyone using the Village Hopper bus (they all stop at the White Hart pub).
More traffic means more risk to the safety of those crossing the road and other drivers. More exhaust emissions and
environmental pollution (particularly if traffic is queuing) would lead to a loss of amenity and detrimental effect on the health and
wellbeing of those living on or using the High Street.
Additional rush hour traffic on the A428 and on the Newport Pagnell road
Rush hour queues on the A428 into Northampton take an additional 20-30 minutes. If there is problem on the M1/A45, there is a
solid line of cars going past the A428 turn and back towards Bedford and impeding exit from Great Houghton. The Queen Eleanor
interchange is also busy. Additional traffic will make this worse.

National Cycle Route
National Cycle Route 6 passes up the High Street from the disused railway line at the Glebe and then passes along the Green. It
is well used, particularly during lockdown. There is currently greater emphasis on health and wellbeing and the benefits of
exercise/an active lifestyle. More traffic would make it significantly less safe for cyclists.
Loss of character and setting
Great Houghton is a village which has grown piecemeal via smaller developments. The village includes a Conservation Area
covering the High Street including that part which may be affected by queues. The effect on our village has not been adequately
quantified but instead underestimated and glossed over.
As well as the street scene (including within the Conservation Area) being affected, given the size of the development relative to
the village and its proximity, the development will dwarf and potentially take over the village and so cause the village to lose its
identity, not only from the development of houses but due to the volume of traffic and the overall disturbance caused by that,
leading to a loss of character and setting.
It moves the line of development marking the end of Northampton across the line of the village and is a move towards
encirclement/swallowing of the village.
At the moment, you leave the village via the Green and once you pass Leys Lane (the entrance to the village hall and playing
field), you are immediately in open countryside. This is part of the feel and setting of the village and this detachment is noted in
our Conservation Area designation. If this development went ahead, that would be lost.
Pressure on local services
Additional residents will mean greater need in terms of school places and with doctors and dental surgeries etc. My children
attend Little Houghton Primary School which is a small village school with around 85 pupils and most years are almost full. It
could not cope with the additional pupils from a development of this size and I know from looking at schools for my children that
the schools in Wootton are significantly oversubscribed. The development needs to be self-sustaining in this respect as existing
resources are insufficient and there is no mention of this. Smaller more sustainable developments would be more easily catered
for whereas the size of this development means it would not.
(C) not consistent with national planning policy
It is a development of a significant size but does not have any employment opportunities within the development and lacks
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