
 

 

 

 

 

     
 

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ 

Highways England Company Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363 

 

 

Our ref:  
Your ref:  
 
Planning Policy 
Northampton Borough Council   
The Guildhall 
St Giles Square 
Northampton 
NN1 1DE  
 
Via Email:     
   
 
 

 

Martin Seldon 
Assistant Spatial Planner 
Highways England 
The Cube 
199 Wharfside Street 
Birmingham B1 1RN 
 
Direct Line:  
 
3 August 2020 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
CONSULTATION ON THE PROPOSED SUBMISSION NORTHAMPTON LOCAL 
PLAN PART 2 
 
Highways England welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Submission 
Northampton Local Plan Part 2 (LPP2) which covers the period from 2011 to 2029. We 
note that the document will constitute the second part of the Local Plan and will help to 
deliver the strategy set out in the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS).  
 
Highways England has been appointed by the Secretary of State for Transport as 
strategic highway company under the provisions of the Infrastructure Act 2015 and is 
the highway authority, traffic authority and street authority for the Strategic Road 
Network (SRN). It is our role to maintain the safe and efficient operation of the SRN 
whilst acting as a delivery partner to national economic growth. In relation to the 
Northampton Local Plan Part 2, Highways England’s principal interest is in safeguarding 
the A45 which routes through the Plan area and the M1 which borders the Borough to 
the west. 
 
We note that Northampton Borough is required to deliver 18,870 dwellings by 2029, in 
conformity with Policy S3 of the WNJCS. The LPP2 has allocated 3,804 dwellings to be 
delivered over the plan period. This excludes existing commitments (4,377 dwellings), 
windfall allowance (2,400 dwellings) and sustainable urban extensions (5,969). 
Therefore, the total housing delivery is 22,267 dwellings which provides 3,394 more 
dwellings than the Plan target. 
 
In November 2017 we responded to the Northampton LPP2 Sites Consultation Paper 
advising on whether we considered the potential development sites would impact upon 
the operation of the SRN. We identified several large-scale sites that had the potential 
to impact upon the M1 or A45 and we advised that the individual impacts from these 
sites should be appropriately assessed as part of a Transport Assessment for each 
development. 
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We have reviewed the sites allocated in the Proposed Submission LPP2 and note that 
some of the sites have changed. We have identified the following sites which are 
located in close proximity to the SRN and could have an impact:  

• 1104 Watering Lane, Collingtree -  265 dwellings 

• 1025 Land to the west of Towcester Road - 180 dwellings 

• 1107 Former Abington Mill Farm, land off Rushmere Road - 125 dwellings 

• 0168 Rowtree Road - 131 dwellings  

• 0333 Northampton Railway Station rail freight - 200 dwellings  

• 1098 The Green, Great Houghton - 800 dwellings  

• 1113 Greyfriars - 400 dwellings  

• 1140 Land north of Milton Ham - 224 dwellings  

• 1142 Land west of Northampton South - 130 dwellings 

 
It is noted that the employment policies set out in the plan support the Northampton 
Economic Growth Strategy 2020-2025 adopted by the Council in May 2020. A few 
employment sites have been allocated however the sizes have not been specified.  
 
Considering the above, due to the scale of some sites and / or their proximity to the 
SRN, there could be some impacts on the operation of the SRN as a result of additional 
vehicular demand associated with these sites. We would expect that these sites be 
subject to Transport Assessments in order for their impacts to be appropriately 
assessed. 
 
The plan also explains that to accommodate The Green, Great Houghton residential 
allocation site for 800 dwellings, the eastern approach of the A45 Barnes Meadow 
junction would need upgrading including widening the bridge. We would welcome 
further engagement with the Council as this site progresses to determine the impacts on 
the A45. 
 
In relation to further transport infrastructure improvements the plan states that the 
Council will work together with Highways England and other relevant bodies to design 
and fund improvements to transport infrastructure where these are necessary to support 
growth or to improve existing centres, employment areas and community facilities. We 
welcome this approach and will engage with the Council on developments which impact 
the SRN. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Martin Seldon 
Assistant Spatial Planner 
Email:      




