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Dear Councillor Lane, 

 
Use of the Special Urgency Procedure 
 
I am writing to notify you that the Leader of the Council has advised that he intends to 
consider a Key Decision on or before 20 May 2020 that will not have been publicised for 
28 clear days in advance of it being made, in accordance with the requirements of 
Regulation 9 of The Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access 
to Information) (England) Regulations 2012.  
 
The Key Decision in question is in relation to “Northampton Economic Growth 
Strategy”. 
 
It is recommended that:  
 

• Cabinet adopt the Northampton Economic Growth Strategy (2020-2025) 
attached to this report as Appendix 1 which establishes the economic growth 
vision and priorities for the town. The document also sets out the actions that are 
required to achieve economic growth for all over the period of 2020-2025.    

 
• Cabinet approve the budget arrangements identified within the report including 

reallocating future years Business Incentive Scheme revenue to fund the 
broader range of economic development activity identified within the strategy. 

 
•  Cabinet delegates to the Economic Growth and Regeneration Manager in 

consultation with the Cabinet Member for Regeneration and Enterprise, the 
Chief Finance Officer and the Borough Secretary the authority to make any 
minor amendments to the said strategy which will include its desktop publishing, 
with the caveat that any further reports be brought to Cabinet as and when 
considered necessary. 

 
The general exception process in Regulation 10 requires that where the publication of 
the intention to make a Key Decision under Regulation 9 is impracticable, that decision 
may only be made where the proper officer has informed the Chairman of the Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee by notice in writing, of the matter about which the decision is to 
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be made.  Where such notice has been given and published under Regulation 10, a Key 
Decision may then only be made after 5 clear days have elapsed following the 
publication of the notice given to the Chair of Overview and Scrutiny.   
 
Regulation 11 states that where the date by which a Key Decision must be made, 
makes compliance with Regulation 10 (the general exception process) impracticable, 
the decision may only be made where the decision maker has obtained agreement 
from the Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee that the making of the 
decision is urgent and cannot reasonably be deferred.   
 
It would be impracticable to follow the general exception process in relation to this Key 
Decision.  The Leader has advised that the making of this decision is urgent and cannot 
reasonably be deferred because the proposed strategy relates to the period which 
commenced in April 2020 and is relevant to performance of a number of the Council’s 
functions and therefore should be considered and, if appropriate, adopted at the earliest 
opportunity.  This will allow the Council to have due regard to the content as soon as 
possible in the discharge of those functions. 
 
NB: A notice will be published setting out the reasons that it is urgent and cannot 
reasonably be deferred – this letter will serve as that notice or will form the basis of that 
notice]  
 
If you agree that the making of this Key Decision is urgent and cannot reasonably be 
deferred, I should be grateful if you would sign and date one copy of this letter and 
return it to me as soon as possible.  I will then refer your agreement to Cabinet Leader 
(the decision-maker).    
 
I have attached a copy of the officer report to Cabinet to assist your consideration of this 
matter.   
 
If you have any queries about this anticipated decision or you need further explanation 
about how the procedure outlined above works, please contact me or the Monitoring 
Officer, Francis Fernandes (01604 837334) and we shall be happy to help.    

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
GEORGE CANDLER 
Chief Executive 

 
 
 
 
 
I agree that the Key Decision referred to in this letter is urgent and cannot 
reasonably be deferred.    
 
Signed: ........................................................... 
  Councillor Jamie Lane 
  Chair of Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 
 



Dated:  ........................................................... 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
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