
GARDEN WASTE BINS
HOW TO REUSE YOUR UNWANTED BIN

Water Butt

Growing Potatoes

Tutorial video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msiC76-2uTM

Not featured on this video, placing the tap on the handle side of the bin to make it
easier to tip if there is little water in the container.

If you have opted out of the garden waste collection scheme
in Northampton you are free to keep your garden waste bin.

Here are some ideas on how you could reuse your old
wheelie bin.  

Website:  https://www.waltons.co.uk/blog/how-to-grow-potatoes-in- a-plastic-bin

Step One:  Potatoes need plenty of room for to grow, therefore it is essential that
they are grown in a container with plenty of drainage. To achieve this, you need a
drill and a 10mm drill bit.

Step Two:  Drill several holes in bin, do this at the bottom and on the sides up to a
height of around 10cm from the base.
 
Step Three:  To improve drainage, layer the bottom of the bin with stone and add
thick layer ompost (approximately 4 inches).

Step Four:  Place chitted seed potatoes into the soil with the sprouts facing up.
The individual potatoes will need 10 litres of volume so they can grow. Your old bin
should  take four or five seed potatoes. 

Step Five:  Cover the potatoes with another 4”–6” of the compost and water well.

Step Six:  Place your bin in a sunny area and water the potatoes regularly, be
careful not to waterlog the soil.

.......................................................................................................................................
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Compost Bins

Create a Pond

Website: https://www.bretthardylandscapes.co.uk/what-to-do-with-your-old-
bin-now-the-wheelie-bins-are-here/

Step One:  Cut and remove the bottom of your old bin and set it on a level piece
of ground.

Step Two:  Fill the container with garden and food waste.

Step Three:  Stir the mixture when new waste is added.

Step Four:  After a few months, the oldest waste in the bin will have formed a
homemade compost out of your old waste. If you like, you can add a flap at the
bottom to make it easier to remove the finished compost 

Step One:  Cut the bin down to the depth you want and place in a hole in the ground. 

Step Two:  Place in a few dwarf pond plants. 

Step Three:  Create a shallow area or ramp for wildlife to get in and out.

Step Four:  If possible to speed up the process add a jug of water from an already
developed pond. 

Get an early crop from your rhubarb by forcing it. This needs to be created using
a rhubarb plant that is at least three years old.

How does it work?
Due to the lack of light, the colour is extracted from the stems, this makes the
rhubarb more tender and sweeter.

Step One:  This process should start around January. Place compost around the
rhubarb plant.

Step Two:  Turn the bin over and place it at the top of the plant. Make sure you
weigh it down to prevent it from blowing over in the wind. 

Step Three:  Check the on the rhubarb plant weekly.

Step Four:  In around a month the plant should be ready to harvest.

A Rhubarb Forcer (for next season)
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