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Dear Councillor Lane 
 
 
Use of the General Exception Procedure: 
 
 
I am writing to notify you that the Cabinet Leader intends to consider a Key 
Decision that will not have been publicised for 28 clear days in advance of it being 
made, in accordance with the requirements of Regulation 9 of The Local 
Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) 
(England) Regulations 2012 (‘the 2012 Regulations’). 
 
The Key Decision in question is: Purchase of Converted Office Block for 
Affordable Housing 
 
Cabinet is requested to: 

 
(a) Approve the acquisition and redevelopment of Beaumont House, under a 

Turnkey arrangement funded through the Housing Revenue Account, at a 
total cost set out in Exempt Appendix A to this report, in order to provide a 
total of 60 apartments (14 one-bedroom and 46 two-bedroom) that will be let 
to eligible households on the Housing Register; 

(b) Approve the use of the Housing Revenue Account Capital Programme to 
complete the acquisition and redevelopment of Beaumont House; 

(c) Delegate to the Director of Housing and Wellbeing, in consultation with the 
Chief Finance Officer, the Borough Secretary, Cabinet Member for Finance 
and the Cabinet Member for Housing and Wellbeing – the authority, on being 
satisfied with the results of the due diligence exercise undertaken by NPH on 
the Council’s behalf, to enter into a Turnkey arrangement to purchase and 
redevelop Beaumont House; 

(d) Delegate to the Director of Housing and Wellbeing, in consultation with the 
Cabinet Member for Housing and Wellbeing and the Chief Finance Officer, 
the authority to determine the rent levels and services charges for the new 
homes in Beaumont House; and 
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(e) Delegate to the Director of Housing and Wellbeing, in consultation with the 

Cabinet Member for Housing and Wellbeing and Northampton Partnership 
Homes, the authority to develop and approve a Local Lettings Policy that 
determines how the homes in Beaumont House are allocated. 

Regulation 10 of the 2012 Regulations states that where the publication of the 
intention to make a Key Decision Under Regulation 9 is impracticable, the 
decision may only be made where the proper officer has informed the Chairman 
of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee by notice in writing, of the matter about 
which the decision is to be made. The Key Decision may only be made after 5 
clear days have elapsed following the publication of the notice given to the Chair 
of Overview and Scrutiny.  Additionally, as soon as reasonably practicable after 
giving notice to the Chair of Overview and Scrutiny, it is also necessary for the 
proper officer to make available a notice setting out the reasons why compliance 
with Regulation 9 is impracticable. 
 
In the circumstances, it would be impracticable to comply with Regulation 9 (which 
requires publication of the intention to make a Key decision to happen 28 days in 
advance of the decision being made) because: 
 
(1) This matter was originally intended to be considered at the Cabinet meeting 

which was due to take place on 25 March 2020 or 8 April 2020 and has now 
been cancelled due to the Corvid-19 outbreak.  The matter was previously 
placed on the Executive Business List for that meeting. 
 

(2) This matter is urgent in order to progress the purchase and redevelopment of 
Beaumont House and the provision of much needed affordable rented housing 
for households that are in urgent housing need. If construction starts in July 
2020, the new homes will ready for occupation in August 2020. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
GEORGE CANDLER  
Chief Executive 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

GENERAL EXCEPTION NOTICE – REGULATION 10. 
 
Where the intention to make a key decision has not been publicised for 28 days 
is impracticable, the decision can only be made 
 
Where the Chief Executive has INFORMED the Chairman of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee (If there is no such person, each member of O 
& S is to be notified in writing).  
 
As soon as is reasonably practicable after the Chair of O & S informed: 
 

a) notice must be published setting out why compliance with regulation 
9 is impracticable (i.e. why 28 days’ notice not given) 
 

b) publish the notice (referred to in a) on the website 
 
If this is the case – the letter above needs to be written and published on the 
internet. 
 
 
 
 
 


