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Dear Councillor Lane, 
 
Use of the Special Urgency Procedure 
 

I am writing to notify you that the Leader of the Council has advised that he intends to 
consider a Key Decision on 9th April 2020 that will not have been publicised for 28 
clear days in advance of it being made, in accordance with the requirements of 
Regulation 9 of The Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and 
Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012.  
 
The Key Decision in question is in relation to the updating of the Local Nature 
Reserves Service Level Agreement and, in particular, the further appointment of 
the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire to 
fulfil the Council’s obligations to maintain Local Nature Reserves in 
Northampton for the period of 1st April 2020 until 31st March 2025. 
 
The general exception process in Regulation 10 requires that where the publication of 
the intention to make a Key Decision under Regulation 9 is impracticable, that 
decision may only be made where the proper officer has informed the Chairman of the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee by notice in writing, of the matter about which the 
decision is to be made.  The Key Decision may then only be made after 5 clear days 
have elapsed following the publication of the notice given to the Chair of Overview and 
Scrutiny.   
 
Regulation 11 states that where the date by which a Key Decision must be 
made, makes compliance with Regulation 10 (the general exception process) 
impracticable, the decision may only be made where the decision maker has 
obtained agreement from the Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
that the making of the decision is urgent and cannot reasonably be deferred.   
 
It would be impracticable to follow the general exception process in relation to this Key 
Decision.  The Leader has advised that the making of this decision is urgent and 
cannot reasonably be deferred because the current Service Level Agreement between 
the Council and the Wildlife Trust expires on 31st March 2020.  Arrangements have 
been put in place to extend the existing Agreement for the period to the date of the 
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Leader making his decision.  Without such an Agreement being in place, the Council 
will not have a formal arrangement to discharge its obligations to maintain Local 
Nature Reserves in Northampton in accordance with the National Parks and Access to 
the Countryside Act 1949. 
 
You will be aware that you granted consent under this procedure on 6th March 2020.   
However, that consent envisaged that the decision was to be made by Cabinet.  As 
you will be aware, due to the restrictions in place to protect against the risk of spread 
of the Coronavirus, there will be no meeting of Cabinet and decisions are being made 
by individual members were possible.  For that reason, I should be grateful if you 
would give consent for the decision to be made by the Leader. 

 
If you are in agreement that the making of this Key Decision is urgent and cannot 
reasonably be deferred, I would be grateful if you could sign and date one copy of this 
letter and return it to me as soon as possible.  I will then refer your agreement to 
Cabinet (the decision-maker).    
 
I have attached a copy of the draft officer report to Cabinet to assist your 
consideration of this matter. 
 
If you have any queries about this anticipated decision or you need further 
explanation about how the procedure outlined above works, please contact me 
(01604 837334) and I shall be happy to help.    
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
GEORGE CANDLER 
Chief Executive 

 
 
 
 
 
I agree that the Key Decision referred to in this letter is urgent and cannot 
reasonably be deferred.    
 
 
Signed: ........................................................... 
  Councillor Jamie Lane 
  Chair of Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 
 
Dated:  ........................................................... 
 
_______________________________________________________________
_ 
 

Jamie Lane 

01/04/2020
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