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Our Ref: DfE/Northampton Local Plan Part 2 Draft Submission /June 2019     
   

14 June 2019 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Re: Northampton Local Plan Part 2 Draft Submission  

Consultation under Regulation 19 of Town and Country Planning (Local 
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 

 

Submission of the Department for Education  

1. The Department for Education (DfE) welcomes the opportunity to contribute to 
the development of planning policy at the local level.    

2. Under the provisions of the Education Act 2011 and the Academies Act 2010, all 
new state schools are now academies/free schools and DfE is the delivery body 
for many of these, rather than local education authorities. As such, we aim to 
work closely with local authority education departments and planning authorities 
to meet the need and demand for new school places and new schools. In this 
capacity, we would like to offer the following comments in response to the 
proposals outlined in the above consultation document. 

Comments on the Local Plan 

3. As you will be aware, the primary focus at this stage of the Local Plan’s 
preparation is on the soundness of the plan, with regard to it being positively 
prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy. The following 
detailed comments set out DfE’s view of the plan’s soundness in respect of 
education provision.  

4. DfE makes the following comments on the Education section (page 90) of the 
local plan: 

 In addition to the general approach set out within paragraph 211 to 213, it 
would be helpful if the local plan outlined, within Chapter 13 Site 
Specific Allocations and Policies, which sites are to be safeguarded 
for provision of new schools. This would provide clarity and certainty to 
the development industry and infrastructure providers. 

 In light of the above, the DfE has identified a suitable site for the 
establishment of the primary school for Northampton Primary Academy at 
381 Harlestone Road, Northampton. The site was occupied by SJN 
Motors Ltd and used as a car showroom; the DfE is currently undertaking 
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