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New museum

Artist impression of how the link will look when we
re-open in spring 2020 (Image: GSS Architecture)

Museum Expansion Project
Work continues apace on the expansion of Northampton
Museum and Art Gallery. The floor of the new extension
and link is now in place and the steel framework for the
roof, cladding and glazing has been installed.
The link building will
house the new shoe
galleries, showcasing
the internationally
important shoe
collection, new café
and terrace area,
and a stunning triple
height glazed space,
connecting the
existing museum
building with the Old
Gaol Block.

Work in progress on the link building

Join our mailing list
To receive regular updates on the extension and
renovation project and museum events and activities
please email museums@northampton.gov.uk
or follow us on social media.
NorthamptonMuseum

@northamptonshoe
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Exhibitions

Photos for All Seasons:

AUTUMN
Saturday 31 August – Sunday 24 November
Abington Park Museum
Autumn was called the season of “mists and mellow
fruitfulness” by the poet Keats and the photographs on
show in this exhibition, from Abington Camera Club
(Northampton), capture all the colour and magnificence
of the season.
Free admission
Opening times on back page
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Exhibitions

Death on Two Legs
Saturday 21 September – Sunday 17 November
Abington Park Museum
Northampton artist, Aasen Stephenson has been creating
work using traditional paper cutting techniques for many
years and first started experimenting with Abington Park’s
fallen sycamore leaves in 2012.
Aasen’s designs explore the natural form of the leaf, his
delicate cuts transforming something discarded into
something prized. His leaves have been collected by
buyers from across the globe, including famous names
from the music and fashion industry.
Follow Aasen on Instagram @thedeathrooms
Free admission
Opening times on back page
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Exhibitions

Town and County
Saturday 7 December 2019 - Sunday 19 January 2020
Abington Park Museum
Northampton Town and County Art Society returns
to Abington Park Museum for their annual exhibition,
showcasing the wide range of subjects and styles the
members of the society produce.
The society has asked their members to “Innovate” and
deviate away from what they normally show; to consider
including exhibiting studies and preparatory drawings,
but also to maybe try something new or something they
have always wanted to attempt.
Free admission
Opening times on back page
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For hire

Abington Park Museum
Newly refurbished function room
and Great Hall now available for private hire
Events

Parties

Meetings

Weddings

For more information call 01604 838111 or
email museums@northampton.gov.uk
www.northampton.gov.uk/museums
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Workshops

Pasta and Sauces with Carmela
Saturday 7 September
1–3.30pm
Abington Park Museum
Italian cook and author Carmela Sereno Hayes will make
and prepare a seasonal pesto, gorgonzola sauce, cherry
tomato sauce and carbonara sauce and pair them with
dried pasta. She will then demonstrate the preparation
of fresh pasta for you to make and take home. All
ingredients are included in the price of the ticket. You will
be informed of which utensils to bring on booking. Under
16s must be accompanied by an adult.
£30
Bookings: 01604 838110
or www.northampton.gov.uk/museums
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Events

Saturday 14 September
11am-4pm
Abington Park Museum
Returning to Abington Park Museum for the second year
running, the Northampton Heritage Fair is an annual
event held as part of the national Heritage Open Days
scheme which is now in its 25th year. The event brings
together a variety of local groups – each with a common
interest in Northampton’s rich heritage – to showcase
what they have to offer.
Those attending include Northampton & District Model
Railway Club, who are celebrating 50 years with a fully
working scale model of Castle Station, Jeyes of Earls
Barton, Stoke Bruerne’s Canal Museum, Northampton
Family History Society, Northampton Transport Heritage,
Northamptonshire Industrial Archaeological Group, EM
Rogers, Michael Loveridge and more.
The event will be served by a classic bus service from
George Row in the town centre – details will be updated
nearer the time at www.northampton.gov.uk/museums
and www.facebook.com/AbingtonMuseum
Free admission

9

Tours

Tours of Abington Park Museum
Sunday 22 September
Sunday 27 October
Sunday 17 November
2pm
Abington Park Museum
Volunteer led guided tours of the historic Abington Park
Museum. Discover the history of the building and the
stories of the people that have lived there.
Recommended for adults. Under 16s must be
accompanied by an adult.
Please note there is no lift and the tours will involve
stairs and uneven surfaces. The tour will last
approximately 45 minutes.
£3.50 per person
Bookings: 01604 838110
or www.northampton.gov.uk/museums
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10.30-11.30am
£3 per talk
Includes refreshments
Booking essential
Abington Park Museum

Over

60s

Thursday 26 September
Tales From the Footplate
Speaker: Peter Stratton
This talk will look at the very early days of the railways in South
Northamptonshire and the experiences of the men who worked
on them.
Thursday 10 October
Northamptonshire Behind the Scenes and Vanished Scenes
Speaker: Richard Deacon
Richard takes us through views, street scenes and buildings
which have now disappeared or changed over the last
50 years, including inside shoe factories and the Weedon
Ordnance Depot.
Thursday 24 October
The Curse of The Treshams
Speaker: Mike Stroud
Murdered, executed, betrayed, assassinated, died young,
persecuted, poisoned. A fascinating story of a cursed family.
Thursday 14 November
Wallis Simpson and the Abdication Crisis of 1936 –
The Year of Three Kings
Speaker: Roy Smart
Wallis Simpson brought King Edward VIII to his knees and
caused an unprecedented constitutional crisis that gripped
a generation.
Thursday 28 November
Pleasures and Pastimes of Victorian Britain
Speaker: Ian Waller

This talk examines the leisure pursuits of our ancestors and how
their example gave us more leisure time – with the advent of the
railways many ordinary working class Victorians began to take
seaside holidays and take part in varied activities.
Thursday 12 December
Richard III
Speaker: Max Keen
Was Richard the monster that Shakespeare would have us
believe? Was he the rightful King of England after his brother
Edward IV? Complete with armour, chain mail and weapons of
the period!
Booking opens Thursday 5 September at 1pm
Bookings: 01604 838110
or www.northampton.gov.uk/museums
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Talks
Eleanor of Castille
and the Northampton Cross
Thursday 3 October
11am-4.45pm
Abington Park Museum
This study day will explore the well-known
Northampton landmark – the Eleanor Cross. A powerful
medieval Queen, Eleanor’s importance and the
respect she was held in is shown in Edward I’s beautiful
memorials to her, the Eleanor crosses. Specialists and
historians will discuss why the Northampton cross was
built and the story of Eleanor of Castille, the Queen of
Edward I. The day will also look at how the crosses were
carved and built and the wider context of Northampton
during this period, how the cross has been used or
perceived in art from 1600 to the present day, and the
recent conservation work.
There will be opportunities to touch and look closely at
recent stone taken from the cross. We will also look at
what the cross means to residents and visitors today.
The keynote speaker is Sara Cockerill, historian and
author of Eleanor of Castille The Shadow Queen. Other
speakers include archaeologist Andy Chapman, stone
conservators working on the conservation of the cross
and Northampton Museums and Art Gallery’s art curator.
For full details of the line-up and order of speakers
please visit www.northampton.gov.uk/museums
£20 – Morning ticket 11am-1pm
(includes refreshments but no lunch)
£30 – All day ticket
(includes lunch and refreshments)
Please inform us of any dietary
requirements when booking.
Bookings: 01604 838110
or www.northampton.gov.uk/museums
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Events

Our ninth food fair at Abington Park Museum is still one
of the few food fairs in the region to have free admission
for the public. Come along and discover new flavours
and indulge in some tasty autumnal treats.
Stallholders – Stall prices start at £35
For an application form call 01604 838111 or
email museums@northampton.gov.uk
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Talks

Art History Lecture Series
Buzzwords or Balderdash?
Five art history terms laid bare
Friday 11 October – Friday 15 November
10.15am–12.15pm
Abington Park Museum
Seemingly, every walk of life these days has its own specialist
terminology, and art history is no different – we occasionally have
to resort to jargon to make a point in our narrative effectively and
efficiently. For our eleventh series, we are using artefacts from
the collection of Northampton Museum and Art Gallery to demystify some of the most commonly used terms which we use
to describe art works or the background of their existence. Join art
historians Conny Bailey, Miriam Gill and Ellie Pridgeon (ProArtium)
as they get up close and personal with terminology such as en
plein air, chiaroscuro or impasto while showcasing gems from the
museum’s vaults.
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Talks

Friday 11 October
En Plein Air
Artist: Thérèse Lessore, Brighton Fishermen
Speaker: Dr Miriam Gill
Friday 18 October
Chiaroscuro
Artist: Peter Newcombe,
Destruction of Phipps Brewery
Speaker: Dr Conny Bailey
Friday 25 October
Collage
Artist: Jonathan Adams, Venice 90
Speaker: Dr Conny Bailey
Friday 8 November
Impasto
Artist: Lucien Pissarro, Kew Gardens
Speaker: Dr Ellie Pridgeon
Friday 15 November
Still Life
Artist: George Herbert Buckingham Holland,
The Sage
Speaker: Dr Conny Bailey
Speakers are correct at the time of going to press, but may
be amended due to unforeseen changes to availability or
subject expertise.

£6 per lecture or £25 for the whole series
Includes light refreshments
Bookings: 01604 838110
or www.northampton.gov.uk/museums
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Coming
Events soon

Haunted Halloween
Saturday 26 October
11-4pm
Abington Park Museum
Join us for a spooktacular day of fun with scary craft
activities and a haunted trail around the museum. Try
the witches brew at the refreshments stall if you dare!
Why not come dressed in your scariest costume?
Suitable for children aged two and over. Children must
be accompanied by a responsible adult. Activities will be
taking place throughout the museum. Some activities
may be on the first floor, accessed by stairs only.
£3 per child
Drop in – no booking required
Bookings: 01604 838110 or
www.northampton.gov.uk/museums
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Workshops

Yuko Nakayama’s Japanese
Street Food Cooking Workshop
Sunday 27 October
1-3.30pm
Abington Park Museum
Yuko Nakayama returns to the museum for her third
cooking workshop. Japanese food is becoming more
and more popular and this class will be looking at street
food, often eaten by Japanese people as comfort food.
In this course, you’ll see familiar dishes from the menus
of high street restaurants and learn how to make them
yourselves. Courses will include pork gyoza three ways
and two other side dishes such as spinach and tofu salad
to make a nutritiously balanced meal.
Yuko has lived in the UK for the past 10 years and creates
authentic Japanese dinner parties in peoples’ homes
through her unique Japanese home dining service,
Omotenashi Dining. Yuko prepares home cooked
Japanese food, showing there is much more to Japanese
cuisine than sushi.
Suitable for ages 16 and over.
After booking you will be informed of a list of basic
utensils to bring.
Please note that whilst we can cater for some food
intolerances, due to the nature of the food being
prepared this workshop may not be suitable for
everyone. This session will make foods with ingredients
containing gluten. If you have another specific
intolerance or queries please contact the museum in
advance of booking.
£35 per ticket (price includes all ingredients)
Booking essential
Bookings: 01604 838110
or www.northampton.gov.uk/museums
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Workshops

HALF TERM
WORKSHOPS
Musical Instrument Craft Workshop
Tuesday 29 October
1.15-2.15pm or 2.30-3.30pm
Abington Park Museum
Design and create your own one of a kind tambourine,
decorate a wooden maraca and learn about how sound
travels. Suitable for children aged three and over.
Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult.
This event is on the first floor, accessed by stairs only.
£3 per child
Bookings: 01604 838110
or www.northampton.gov.uk/museums
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Workshops

Veggie Sushi for Children
Thursday 31 October
1.30-2.15pm, 2.30-3.15pm
or 3.30-4.15pm
Abington Park Museum
Learn how to make colourful, tasty Japanese sushi using
a variety of healthy vegetables with Natasha, the Loving
Chef from Sol Haven. All materials and aprons included.
You will need to bring a container for the two portions
of sushi you will take home along with a recipe card. All
children must be accompanied by a responsible carer.
As part of the booking process, the adult making
the booking will be asked to complete an allergy
questionnaire on behalf of the child. Whilst the
workshop will use ingredients free from nut, sesame and
gluten, children will use soy sauce during the session.
We cannot guarantee food manufacturer ingredients
as many products may contain traces of nuts, gluten or
sesame.
Suitable for children aged five and over.
£6 per child
Bookings: 01604 838110 or
www.northampton.gov.uk/museums
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Events

A Festive Evening of Gin
Saturday 9 November
7–9pm
Abington Park Museum
Following the success of our previous gin events, we
are delighted to hold a festive gin evening which will
include seasonal and Christmas gins. A gin and tonic will
be served upon arrival, and attendees will get straight
into learning about the history of the spirit and how it
is distilled. Six different gins will then be sampled with
notes on each, before tasting gins paired with their perfect
tonics. After sampling you will learn how to make the
perfect G&T, including the important extras such as which
garnishes work with different gins, and how to pair foods
for entertaining. This two hour event will be hosted by
Quentin Neville, owner and distiller from Northampton’s
Phipps Brewery and Artisan Blending Limited. Quentin’s
own gins will be available to buy on the evening.
Alcohol will be consumed at this event and participants
should arrange a taxi or alternative transport.
Please drink responsibly. Over 18s only.
£30 per person
Bookings: 01604 838110 or
www.northampton.gov.uk/museums
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Workshops

SOLD OUT
Italian Desserts with Carmela
Saturday 16 November
1–3.30pm
Abington Park Museum
Italian cook and author Carmela Sereno Hayes will make
four Italian desserts for you to enjoy with your coffee.
You will then make one to take home and enjoy with
your friends and family. Carmela will make a variety of
delicious desserts from a vanilla infused pannacotta with
a clementine compote to wheat berry and ricotta tart,
chocolate and amaretto cake with an almond infused
cream, deep fried sweet pasta biscuits dusted with vanilla
sugar, and a limoncello and apple tiramisu. You will then
make a tiramisu yourself to take home and refrigerate. All
ingredients are included in the price of the ticket. You will
be informed of which utensils to bring on booking. Under
16s must be accompanied by an adult. Carmela is also
running a pasta and sauces workshop in September –
see page 8 for details.
£30 per person
Bookings: 01604 838110 or
www.northampton.gov.uk/museums

21

Events

Now in its eighth year, this very popular Christmas Fair
includes artisan producers and crafters offering quality
gifts, decorations and festive food and drink.
Stallholders – Stall prices start at £30
For an application form call 01604 838111
or email museums@northampton.gov.uk
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Events

Christmas Magic Lantern Show
Saturday 14 December
6.30-8pm
Abington Park Museum
Take a trip back in time with Kevin Varty to experience
Victorian entertainment at its best – the magic lantern.
The facts are amazing, the images stunning and the jokes
are truly awful but they did make the Victorians laugh!
Come, participate and enjoy this unique insight into
Victorian life.
£5 for adults
£3 for children
Bookings: 01604 838110 or
www.northampton.gov.uk/museums
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Coming soon

Another Look Back at
Northamptonshire
Saturday 1 February
1.30-3.30pm
Abington Park Museum
Northamptonshire Film Archive Trust returns to present a
selection of archive film including a fascinating look inside
the Chronicle & Echo newspaper in the 1950s; a Bassett
Loake film of Northampton events between 1935 to
1939, shoe making at the John White factory in Rushden,
and rural crafts in the late 1920s and early 1930s. The
first three films were originally shown at Northampton
Museum & Art Gallery in 2015.
Suitable for ages 16 and over.
£6 per person (includes light refreshments)
Bookings: 01604 838110 or
www.northampton.gov.uk/museums

Saturday 8 February
11am-4pm
Abington Park Museum
Veggie delights will be in abundance at this vegan market.
Whether you are vegan, vegetarian or just curious,
you will find a wide choice of stalls selling delicious
plant-based food and drink produced in the region,
vegan beauty products and other ethical shopping
including clothing.
Stallholders – Stall prices start at £27
For an application form call 01604 838111 or
email museums@northampton.gov.uk
Free admission
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Advert

The National
Leather Collection
is now open!
Visit the National Leather Collection
and discover Northampton’s best kept
secret for yourself
Who are we?
Founded in 1946 by John Waterer, the museum boasts
an international collection telling the world story of
leather from prehistory to present day. From Egyptian
underpants and Roman shoes to Queen Victoria’s riding
saddle and George III’s toilet, we want to show you that
leather is everywhere! Our collection is a celebration of
this versatile material, and Northampton’s rich shoe and
leather heritage.

Visit us
Pop in to the museum on
Wednesdays 10am-4pm, admission is free.
Visits outside of these times can be arranged by
appointment. Workshops, talks and tours are available.
Please enquire for details
Contact info@nationalleathercollection.org
or 01604 745681 for enquiries.
We live on the 2nd Floor, Grosvenor Shopping Centre,
Northampton. Our entrance is just off the Market Square,
opposite EuroChange.
@museumofleather

nationalleathercollection

www.nationalleathercollection.org
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Abington
Park Museum

The Guildhall

Northampton Museum & Art Gallery
Closed for expansion
General enquiries: 01604 838111
museums@northampton.gov.uk
www.northampton.gov.uk/museums

Abington Park Museum
November-March, Thursday-Sunday
Open Tuesday-Sunday during Northamptonshire school holidays

12-4pm
April-October, Thursday-Sunday
& Bank Holiday Mondays
Open Tuesday-Sunday during Northamptonshire school holidays

1-5pm
Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day
Park Avenue South, Northampton, NN1 5LW
Telephone: 01604 838110

The Guildhall
St Giles Square, Northampton, NN1 1DE

Booking information
By phone: Call 01604 838110 during opening hours as above
In person: At Abington Park Museum during opening hours as above
Online: www.northampton.gov.uk/museums 24/7
No refunds or exchanges | All children must be accompanied by an adult

