
IMPORTANT INFORMATION – PLEASE INFORM THE PROSPECTIVE PURCHASER 

THIS PROPERTY IS WITHIN A CONSERVATION AREA 

Please refer to the information below for future reference 

What is a conservation area? 

A conservation area is an “area of special architectural or historic interest, the character or 
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance”. (Listed Buildings Act 1990). 

Each conservation area is a unique collection of buildings, streets and open spaces together 
with trees, walls and other often subtle features.  It is not the purpose of a conservation area 
to prevent new development or alterations to properties but to manage change in order to 
protect the special character and appearance of the area. 

Information and location maps of Northampton’s conservation areas can be viewed on line 
using the link on the Planning page of the Council’s web site www.northampton.gov.uk or by 
contacting the Council’s Conservation section (contact details below).  

Effect of conservation area designation 

As with any location, planning permission is likely to be needed for new buildings, extensions 
or the change of use of land or buildings. In addition, within conservation areas, planning 
permission is needed to: 

   -  clad any part of the exterior of a house with stone, artificial stone, pebble dash, render, 
timber, plastic or tiles;   

 -  extend beyond the side wall of the original house; 

 -  erect an ancillary building or structure between a side wall of the house and the property 
boundary; 

 -  extend by more than one storey beyond the rear wall of the original house;  

  -  enlarge a house by an addition or alteration to the roof, such as a dormer window; 

  - demolish boundary walls exceeding one metre in height adjacent to a highway or two 
metres in height elsewhere; 

 -  demolish buildings exceeding 115 cubic metres in volume; 

 -  install a satellite dish on a chimney, on a building exceeding 15 metres in height or on a 
wall or roof slope fronting a highway; 

 -  install solar panels on a wall which fronts a highway; 

  -  display illuminated advertisements. 

When considering planning applications within a conservation area, the Council is required 
to pay special attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or 
appearance of the area.  Planning applications are also subject to extra publicity.  

Article 4 Directions 

There are extra planning restrictions affecting alterations to the appearance of properties in 
the following conservation areas: Abington Park, Barrack Road, Billing Road, Derngate, 
Kingsley and St Giles (known as an Article 4 direction). 

http://www.northampton.gov.uk/


Within these areas, you are advised to contact the Council’s Conservation section if you 
wish to alter the external appearance of a property and the alteration would face a highway -  
such as by changing windows from timber to upvc, changing the front door, hard-surfacing 
the front garden  or  re-roofing using a different material. 

Other permissions 

Please note that a separate consent may be required under the Building Regulations, 
particularly for structural alterations. 

Repairs 

Generally, repairs or redecoration do not require planning permission unless they include 
alterations which significantly alter the external appearance of a building. The essence of 
repair is that the work is carried out on a like for like basis, using matching materials and 
details. If in doubt please contact the Council for advice. 

Trees within a conservation area 

Trees usually make an important contribution to the character and appearance of a 
conservation area and are given extra protection. If you wish to prune or cut down a tree, six 
weeks’ notice in advance of the work must be given in writing to the Planning & 
Conservation section of Northampton Council. The work may not start during that period 
without permission. If you do proceed, you could be prosecuted, fined or have to plant a 
replacement tree. 

The purpose of the notification procedure is to give the Council the opportunity to make a 
Tree Preservation Order in appropriate cases, normally where there is disagreement about 
the desirability of the proposed work. 

Permission is not needed to cut down or prune trees less than 7.5cms in diameter measured 
at a point 1.5 metres above the ground, unless the trees are already protected by a Tree 
Preservation Order. 

 

This information attempts to answer some of the most common questions about 
conservation areas but is not a statement of the law. You are advised to contact the 
Council’s Conservation section if you have any queries or questions of detail. 

The Council’s web site offers further information at: 

https://www.northampton.gov.uk/buildingconservationandtrees 

Or contact: 

Planning Policy & Conservation, Northampton Borough Council, The Guildhall, St Giles 
Square, Northampton, NN1 1 DE 

Tel. (01604) 837637 or 837634 

Email: conservation@northampton.gov.uk 

 

https://www.northampton.gov.uk/buildingconservationandtrees

