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Executive Summary 
 
Background 
 
In May 2018, Northampton Borough Council commissioned Chris Blandford Associates to prepare the 
Northampton Urban Fringe Landscape Character & Sensitivity Study.   
 
The key purpose of the Study is to provide a detailed understanding of the character and sensitivity of the 
landscapes within and surrounding Northampton.  The updated evidence base will be used by the 
Council to inform the assessment and allocation of sites for the emerging Northampton Borough Local 
Plan Part 2.  It aims to assist in managing change to the character of Northampton’s urban fringe 
landscapes by providing advice on the sensitivities of the landscape to accommodate development, and 
offering guidance on opportunities to help protect and enhance landscape character.  
 
The Study Area was drawn widely to incorporate not only landscapes and townscapes within 
Northampton Borough, but also encompasses rural landscapes within the neighbouring authority areas of 
Daventry District, Wellingborough Borough and South Northamptonshire District.  This evidence was 
commissioned by Northampton Borough Council.  It should not be considered to be a material 
consideration for planning applications relating to land outside Northampton. 
 
Landscape Sensitivity within the Study Area 
 
The key findings of the assessment of the sensitivity of Local Landscape Character Areas within the Study 
Area to development-led change are summarised below: 
 

Local Landscape Character Area 
(see Figure 2.9) 

Overall Landscape Sensitivity  
(see Figure 3.1) 

4a Harlestone Heath Medium Landscape Sensitivity   

4b The Bramptons Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

4c Pitsford Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

4d Boughton & Moulton Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

4e Overstone Park Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

4f Ecton Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

5a East of Pitsford Low-Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

17a Brampton Arm Valley & Kingsthorpe Meadow Low-Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

13a Holdenby Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

13b Althorpe Park  Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

13c Nobottle Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

13d Harpole Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

13e Rothersthorpe Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

13f Gayton High Landscape Sensitivity 

13g Milton Malsor Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

18a Nene Valley – Kislingbury Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity  

18b Nene Valley - Hunsbury Meadows Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

18c Nene Valley - Delapre  Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

18d Nene Valley – The Washlands Low-Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

12a Great Houghton Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

12b Cogenhoe Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
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Local Landscape Character Area 
(see Figure 2.9) 

Overall Landscape Sensitivity  
(see Figure 3.1) 

6a Brafield-on-the-Green Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

6b Piddington Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

6c Grange Park Low Landscape Sensitivity 

6d Courteenhall Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

6e South of Collingtree Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

6f  Blisworth Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 

 
Landscape Capacity of Land within Northampton Borough 

 
The key findings of the assessment of the potential capacity of landscapes within Northampton Borough 
to accommodate development are summarised below.  
 

Local Landscape Character Area 
(see Figure 2.9) 

Land 
Parcel 

Indicative Landscape 
Capacity 
(see Figure 3.2) 

Recommended 
Development Scale* 

4a Harlestone Heath 4a(i) Medium-High Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

4d Boughton & Moulton 4d(i) 
Medium-High Landscape 
Capacity 

Small-scale  

4e Overstone Park 4e(i) 
Medium Landscape 
Capacity Small-scale  

17a Brampton Arm Valley & 
Kingsthorpe Meadow 

17a(i) Medium Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

13d Harpole 13d(i) 
Low-Medium Landscape 
Capacity 

Small-scale 

13e Rothersthorpe 
13e(i) 

High Landscape Capacity Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

13e(ii) High Landscape Capacity Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

13g Milton Malsor  
13g(i) 

Medium Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

13g(ii) 
Low-Medium Landscape 
Capacity Small-scale 

18b Nene Valley - Hunsbury 
Meadows 

18b(i) Medium Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

18c Nene Valley - Delapre  18c(i) 
Low-Medium Landscape 
Capacity Small-scale 

18d Nene Valley – The Washlands 18d(i) 
Medium Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

12a Great Houghton 12a(i) Low-Medium Landscape 
Capacity 

Small-scale 

6b Piddington 
6b(i) 

Medium-High Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

6b(ii) 
Medium-High Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

6c Grange Park 6c(i) Medium-High Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background 

 

1.1.1 In May 2018, Northampton Borough Council commissioned Chris Blandford Associates (CBA) 

to prepare the Northampton Urban Fringe Landscape Character & Sensitivity Study (the Study), 

primarily to inform the allocation of sites and policy in the emerging Northampton Borough 

Local Plan Part 2. 

 

Context  

 

National Planning Context  

 

1.1.2 Chapter 15 of the revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2018 sets out the 

Government’s current polices on conserving and enhancing the natural environment in 

England.  With regards to landscape considerations, the NPPF states: 

 

• ‘Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local 
environment by: (a) protecting and enhancing valued landscapes…in a manner 
commensurate with their statutory status or identified quality in the development plan); (b) 
recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the wider benefits 
from natural capital and ecosystem services…’ (para 170) 
 

• ‘Plans should:…allocate land with the least environmental or amenity value, where 
consistent with other policies in this Framework; take a strategic approach to maintaining 
and enhancing networks of habitats and green infrastructure; and plan for the 
enhancement of natural capital at a catchment or landscape scale across local authority 
boundaries.’  (para 171) 

 

1.1.3 In line with the above, and consistent with best practice advocated by the Government’s 

national Planning Practice Guidance, local planning authorities are advised to undertake 

assessments of landscape value and sensitivity to identify those areas that are (i) of least 

landscape value and sensitivity (and therefore may have greater ability to accommodate a 

particular type or scale of development without causing harm), and (ii) of greatest landscape 

value and sensitivity (and therefore may have more limited ability to accommodate a particular 

type or scale of development due to the risk of harm). 

 

Local Planning Context  

 

1.1.4 Northampton Borough Council is currently preparing their Local Plan Part 2.  This will help to 

deliver the strategy set out in the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS), which is 

Part 1 of the Local Plan for Northampton, Daventry and South Northamptonshire.  
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1.1.5 Northampton’s population has grown significantly in recent years rising from 212,500 in 2011 

(2011 Census) to 225,500 in 2016 (ONS Mid-Year estimate).  The population is set to continue 

growing as the WNJCS has set a housing target of 18,870 net additional dwellings for 

Northampton Borough from 2011 to 2029.  In addition, the WNJCS establishes a target of 

28,470 net additional dwellings over the same period for the Northampton Related 

Development Area (comprising the Borough of Northampton plus 8 sustainable urban 

extensions that spread into the neighbouring districts of Daventry and South 

Northamptonshire).  

 

1.1.6 The Local Plan Part 2 will address the supply of sites in the Borough to deliver more homes, 

maintain and expand employment opportunities, enhance the town centre, protect the historic 

and natural environment and provide detailed development management policies for the 

Borough as a whole.  

 

1.1.7 These policies will be used to determine planning applications for new development and 

identify sites where new development should go to meet the requirements set out in Part 1 of 

the Local Plan up to 2029.  

 

Landscape Context 

 

1.1.8 The unique geography and historic development of Northampton has provided a legacy of over 

1,670ha of parks, open spaces and other green areas within the Borough.  The natural and 

man-made corridors following the River Nene are valuable natural and historic assets of great 

importance for biodiversity, along with the town’s legacy of historic private and civic 

landscapes (e.g. Abington Park, Delapre Park, Hunsbury Hill Country Park and the 

Racecourse).  

 

1.1.9 Part of the River Nene is designated as a Special Protection Area/Ramsar site for important 

populations of birds.  There are 6 Local Nature Reserves; in excess of 50 Local Wildlife Sites; 

over 70 Potential Wildlife Sites and 8 Geological Sites.  Collectively, these spaces provide a 

diverse assembly of excellent green assets which contribute to the character of Northampton 

and its unique sense of place.  

 

1.1.10 In addition to natural assets, the historic environment is an important part of Northampton; it 

reflects how and why places have been developed in particular locations over time. There are 

a variety of different landscapes shaped by a range of influences, for example:  

 

• The Grand Union Canal.  
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• Current and past railway and road networks.  
• The historical relationship with agricultural and leather related industries.  
• The area's position at the heart of the country.  
 

1.1.11 The area's rich history has resulted in many designated and non-designated heritage assets 

spread across the Borough.  There are some larger sites of particular importance, for example 

Delapre Abbey is a Grade II* listed building with its parkland a designated battlefield.  There 

are 21 Conservation Areas, over 500 Grade I, II* and II listed buildings and 7 Scheduled 

Monuments.  However, the assets often most at risk are non-designated.  The historic 

landscape character of the borough is not only of value in its own right, but can also make a 

contribution to the historic significance and setting of a wide range of heritage assets.  

 
1.2 Purpose of the Study 

 

1.2.1 The key purpose of the Study is to provide a detailed understanding of the character and 

sensitivity of the landscapes within and surrounding Northampton.  The updated evidence base 

will be used by the Council to inform the assessment and allocation of sites for the emerging 

Northampton Borough Local Plan Part 2.  It aims to assist in managing change to the character 

of Northampton’s urban fringe landscapes by providing advice on the sensitivities of the 

landscape to accommodate development, and offering guidance on opportunities to help 

protect and enhance landscape character.  

 

1.2.2 The Study aims to strengthen and reinforce the sense of place for Northampton by considering 

how the landscape is perceived, experienced and valued by people.  In addition to forming 

part of the evidence base for the development of landscape-focused Local Plan policies, the 

Study will also inform the development of policies to safeguard historic landscapes - including 

those which form the setting of designated and non-designated heritage assets.  

 

1.2.3 The Study will assist decision-making with respect to planned changes that may affect the 

character of landscapes and townscapes within and around the Borough.  It is intended to 

provide a valuable tool for the Council and other users - including neighbouring authorities, 

developers and a range of local stakeholders.   The Study also provides baseline information for 

monitoring landscape change. 

 

1.3 Scope of the Study 

 

1.3.1 The Study drew on and, where appropriate, updated existing landscape evidence to develop a 

more detailed Landscape Character and Sensitivity Assessment of Northampton’s urban fringe.   
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1.3.2 The Study Area was drawn widely to incorporate not only landscapes and townscapes within 

Northampton Borough, but also encompasses rural landscapes within the neighbouring 

authority areas of Daventry District, Wellingborough Borough and South Northamptonshire 

District.  This is broadly the same as the Study Area for the 2009 Northampton Landscape 

Sensitivity & Green Infrastructure Study, refined where necessary to reflect the more detailed 

scale of assessment for this Study.   

 

1.3.3 Informed by the Landscape Sensitivity Assessment of the Study Area, the Study includes 

recommendations on the potential capacity of landscapes within Northampton Borough to 

accommodate development.   

 

1.3.4 This evidence was commissioned by Northampton Borough Council.  It should not be 

considered to be a material consideration for planning applications relating to land outside 

Northampton. 

 

1.4 Methodology 

 

Phase 1 – Landscape Character Assessment 

 

1.4.1 The Landscape Character Assessment was undertaken in accordance with the principles of 

Natural England’s guidance ‘An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment (2014). 

 

1.4.2 Landscape Character Assessment is a tool that allows landscape character to be understood, 

explained and described in a transparent and objective way. It does this by identifying the 

variations in the patterns of physical, natural and cultural attributes, and experiential 

characteristics, that makes one area of landscape distinctive from another at a range of spatial 

scales. Landscape Character Assessment also recognises how landscapes have changed over 

time, and acknowledges the influence of human activities on landscapes. 

 
Desk Studies 

 
1.4.3 Before embarking on field survey work, preparatory desk-based studies were undertaken to 

collate and analyse available information about the landscape within the Study Area.  As the 

starting point, an initial review of the following existing character studies was undertaken: 

 

• Northampton Landscape Sensitivity & Green Infrastructure Study (2009) 
• Northamptonshire Historic Landscape Character Information 
• A Character Assessment & Tall Buildings Strategy for Northampton’s Central Area (2010) 
• Northampton Urban Design Appraisal (2016) 
• Conservation Area Appraisals 
• Daventry District Landscape Character Assessment (2017) 
• Northamptonshire Environmental Character & Green Infrastructure Suite (2006) 
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1.4.4 In order to provide an appropriate scale for assessing the landscape sensitivity of the Study Area 

to development (and being suitable as a baseline for monitoring landscape change) at the 

district/local level, Local Landscape Character Areas (LLCAs) were defined.  The LLCAs are 

typically sub-divisions of the relatively “broad-brush” county-scale Landscape Character 

Types/Areas defined by the Northamptonshire Current Landscape Character Assessment1. 

 

1.4.5 In accordance with An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment (Natural England, 2014), 

the LLCA’s boundaries were defined taking into account the nature, extents and patterns 

created by the interplay of the following key “landscape attributes”: 

 

• Topography and Landform 
• Geology and soils 
• Water bodies and hydrology 
• Field shapes and sizes 
• Land uses 
• Land cover and vegetation 
• Historic landscape character 

 

1.4.6 These landscape attributes were identified through the collation and review of relevant GIS 

datasets, Google/Bing aerial images and OS mapping. Where appropriate, the boundaries 

follow distinct features on the ground. 

 

Field Surveys 

 

1.4.7 The desk studies were supplemented by field survey work to verify/refine the boundaries of the 

preliminary LLCAs and inform the character descriptions by identifying landscape changes on 

the ground (e.g. new development, significant loss of distinctive landscape features, etc.). 

 

1.4.8 The field surveys also identify the visual and sensory (aesthetic, perceptual and experiential) 

qualities of the landscape for each LLCA and identify the current condition/quality of key 

landscape features to inform the value and sensitivity assessments.  The field surveys explored 

the visual relationship between the Northampton urban area’s townscape and those adjacent 

LLCAs (or parts thereof) that provide the landscape setting and context in which the town is 

experienced. 

 

1.4.9 The findings of the field surveys were recorded on field survey sheets (see Appendix D). 

Photographs were also undertaken as part of the field surveys to illustrate the character of the 

LLCAs.  

 

                                                      
1 Northamptonshire Current Landscape Character Assessment – 2006 
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Stakeholder Workshop 

 

1.4.10 A workshop was held to engage key stakeholders in the assessment process. The workshop 

provided an opportunity to draw on stakeholder’s local knowledge in reviewing and 

commenting on the draft LLCA boundaries/key characteristics.  A record of the stakeholder 

workshop is included in Appendix C.   

 

Character Descriptions 

 

1.4.11 The Landscape Character Type (LCT) descriptions set out the key characteristics of each LCT 

and provide landscape guidelines for managing change.   

 

1.4.12 The character and condition of the constituent LLCAs within each LCT are described, 

supported by landscape strategy guidance for protecting, enhancing and/or restoring the LLCA, 

where applicable.   

 

Phase 2 – Landscape Sensitivity Assessment 

 

1.4.13 The Landscape Character Assessment forms the basis for assessing the landscape value and 

sensitivity of the LLCAs within the Study Area. 

 

1.4.14 The Landscape Sensitivity Assessment was undertaken in accordance with the principles of 

Topic Paper 6 on Techniques and Criteria for Judging Landscape Capacity and Sensitivity 

(Countryside Agency, 2002).  

 

1.4.15 The approach to the Landscape Sensitivity Assessment was based on the following definitions 

and concepts: 

 

• Landscape sensitivity is based on judgements about the susceptibility of the LLCA to 
development and its relative value. 
 

• Landscape susceptibility is based on judgements about the ability of a defined LLCA to 
accommodate development without undue negative consequences. 
 

• Landscape value is based on judgements about the relative value or importance attached to 
a landscape. 

 
• Landscape quality refers to the physical state or condition of a LLCA (including its 

constituent individual features and elements), and the landscape’s intactness in visual, 
functional and ecological terms. 
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Landscape Value Assessment 

 

1.4.16 For the purposes of the study, landscape value was assessed on the basis of the following 

criteria recommended by best practice guidance2: 

 

• Landscape quality (condition): A measure of the physical state of the landscape. It may 
include the extent to which typical character is represented in individual areas, the 
intactness of the landscape and the condition of individual elements.  
 

• Scenic quality: The term used to describe landscapes that appeal primarily to the senses 
(primarily but not wholly the visual senses). 
 

• Rarity: The presence of rare elements or features in the landscape or the presence of a rare 
Landscape Character Type.  
 

• Representativeness: Whether the landscape contains a particular character and/or features 
or elements which are considered particularly important examples. 
 

• Conservation interests: The presence of features of wildlife, earth science, or archaeological 
or historical and cultural interest can add to the value of the landscape as well as having 
value in their own right. 
 

• Recreation value: Evidence that the landscape is valued for recreational activity where 
experience of the landscape is important. 
 

• Perceptual aspects: A landscape may be valued for its perceptual qualities, notably 
wildness and/or tranquillity. 
 

• Associations: Some landscapes are associated with particular people, such as artists or 
writers, or events in history that contribute to the perceptions of the natural beauty of the 
area. 

 

1.4.17 The relative landscape value of the LLCAs within the context of the Study Area was assessed 

using the following five-point scale, which reflects the principles for assessing landscape value 

provided by current Landscape Institute guidance:  

 

• Low Landscape Value – undesignated landscape/features of lower value in a local context; 
in poorer condition; limited sense of place due to lack of distinctive scenic and perceptual 
qualities and cultural associations; limited presence of cultural and natural heritage assets of 
local significance; limited presence of particular characteristics/features which are 
considered important examples; and limited value for recreation. 
 

• Low-Medium Landscape Value – non-statutory designated landscape/features of moderate 
value in a regional and local context; in moderate to poorer condition; some locally 
distinctive sense of place due to some limited scenic and perceptual qualities and cultural 
associations; some presence of cultural and natural heritage assets of local significance; 
some presence of particular characteristics/features which are considered important 
examples; and locally some value for recreation. 
 
 

                                                      
2 Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Third Edn, 2013. 
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• Medium Landscape Value – non-statutory designated landscape/features of moderate value 
in a regional and local context; in moderate condition; with a locally distinctive sense of 
place due to scenic and perceptual qualities and cultural associations; presence of cultural 
and natural heritage assets of local significance; presence of particular 
characteristics/features which are considered important examples; and locally valued for 
recreation. 
 

• Medium-High Landscape Value – statutory or non-statutory designated landscape/features 
of moderate to higher value in a regional and local context; in moderate to good condition; 
with a locally distinctive sense of place due to scenic and perceptual qualities and cultural 
associations; presence of cultural and natural heritage assets of significance; presence of 
particular characteristics/features which are considered important examples; and locally 
valued for recreation. 
 

• High Landscape Value – statutory designated landscape/features of higher value in a 
national and regional context; in good condition; with a stronger sense of place due to 
distinctive scenic and perceptual qualities (wildness/tranquillity) and cultural associations; 
presence of cultural and natural heritage assets of highest significance; widespread presence 
of particular characteristics/features which are considered important examples; and highly 
valued for recreation. 
 

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment 

 

1.4.18 The sensitivity assessment was based on a professional judgement about the degree to which 

significant tangible and intangible landscape attributes (including views) that contribute to the 

character of the specific LLCA are likely to be susceptible to development, or conversely may 

be able to tolerate change without undue negative consequences.  

 

1.4.19 The assessment of landscape sensitivity takes into account the following criteria: 

 

• Natural factors - the nature, extent and pattern of vegetation, semi-natural habitats and 
landform/drainage 
 

• Cultural factors - the nature, extent and pattern of land uses, settlements and historical 
features 
 

• Perceptual/aesthetic factors – sense of scale, enclosure, diversity, texture, form, pattern, 
prominence of skyline, tranquillity/remoteness, scenic qualities 
 

• Landscape quality/condition – representativeness, intactness and state of repair 
 

1.4.20 The assessment of visual sensitivity takes into account the following criteria: 

 

• General visibility - the level of visibility/inter-visibility and nature of views (taking into 
account seasonal variations) 
 

• Visual receptors - the type and nature of visual receptors, levels of activity and perceptions 
 

• Mitigation potential - opportunities for mitigating landscape and visual effects of 
development and compatibility of mitigation measures with local character 
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1.4.21 In order to establish the ‘overall landscape character sensitivity’ for each of the LLCAs, the 

individual assessments for landscape sensitivity and visual sensitivity are combined using the 

following matrix: 

 

Overall Landscape Character Sensitivity Assessment Matrix: 
La
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1.4.22 The overall landscape character sensitivity of each LLCA within the Study Area was assessed 

using the following five-point scale: 

 

• Low Landscape Sensitivity – a landscape that has relatively unimportant components or is 
an area of low value, and is potentially tolerant of substantial changes that would result 
from development without undue negative consequences. For example, this category 
would apply where the landscape is assessed as having a lack of distinctiveness and 
continuity/time depth (i.e. the landscape is largely of recent origin with few features of 
historic interest), and it may also have very limited intervisibility due to dominant landforms 
and a high level of tree cover. 
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• Low-Medium Landscape Sensitivity – a landscape that has relatively unimportant 
components or is an area of low-medium value, and is potentially tolerant of substantial 
changes that would result from development without undue negative consequences. For 
example, this category would apply where the landscape is assessed as having a lack of 
distinctiveness and continuity/time depth (i.e. the landscape is largely of recent origin with 
few features of historic interest), and it may also have limited to moderate intervisibility due 
to dominant/apparent landforms and intermittent tree cover. 
 

• Medium Landscape Sensitivity – a landscape that has relatively ordinary components or is 
an area that is of medium value, and is reasonably tolerant of the changes that would 
result from development without undue negative consequences. For example, this category 
would apply where the landscape is assessed as having some distinctive features and 
characteristics that provide continuity/time depth, and typically has moderate intervisibility 
due to apparent/insignificant landforms and intermittent/open tree cover. 
 

• Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity – a landscape that has some important components or 
is an area that is of medium-high value, and has some limited tolerance of the changes 
that would result from development without undue negative consequences. For example, 
this category would apply where the landscape is assessed as having distinctive features and 
characteristics, some of which may be unique/rare, that provide continuity/time depth, and 
typically has moderate to higher intervisibility due to apparent/insignificant landforms and 
intermittent/open tree cover. 
 

• High Landscape Sensitivity – a landscape that has important components or is an area of 
particularly distinctive character that is highly valued, and is susceptible to relatively small 
changes that would result from development which would result in undue negative 
consequences. For example, this category would apply where the landscape is assessed as 
having many unique/rare characteristics that are very distinctive and provide considerable 
continuity/time depth (i.e. the landscape is of earlier origins with many features of historic 
interest), and it may also have very high intervisibility due to very limited topographical 
variation and tree cover. 
 

1.4.23 As with all criteria-based assessments based upon data and information which is to a greater or 

lesser extent subjective, some caution is required in its interpretation in order to avoid the 

suggestion that certain landscape features or qualities can be absolutely associated with certain 

sensitivities. In reality, landscape sensitivity is the result of a complex interplay of often 

unequally weighted variables.  

 

1.4.24 The assessments are based on professional judgement, taking account of the interplay between 

the criteria, as well as those which might be more important to landscape character in a 

particular LLCA.  

 

1.4.25 In addition, it should be noted that the overall sensitivity assessment score may not apply 

consistently across the entire LLCA.  For example, it could be possible for a certain scale/type 

of development, where carefully sited, well-designed and with suitable mitigation, to be 

accommodated in a LLCA assessed as having an overall high or moderate sensitivity to 

development. Conversely, in a LLCA assessed as having an overall low sensitivity to 

development, it could be possible that the sensitivity is higher in parts of the LLCA due to site-

specific constraints. 
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Landscape Capacity 

 

1.4.26 The potential capacity of landscapes within Northampton Borough to accommodate 

development was assessed based on discrete parcels of land that formed sub-areas of the 

LLCAs identified within the Study Area.   

 

1.4.27 For the purposes of this assessment, the following development scenarios were agreed with the 

Council as being indicative of the nature of development likely to come forward in the next 

Local Plan period: 

 

• Large scale development - more than 50 dwellings comprising 55% residential at 30 to 35 
dwellings/ha and up to 3 storeys in height; 33% open space; 12% community uses 
(including primary school and local centre) 
 

• Small scale development - up to 50 dwellings at 35-40 dwellings/ha and up to 3 storeys in 
height 
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1.4.28 In order to establish the potential landscape capacity of each land parcel, the assessments for 

landscape value and overall landscape character sensitivity were combined using the matrix 

below. 

 

Landscape Capacity Assessment Matrix 
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Landscape Value 

 

1.4.29 For the purposes of this assessment, the indicative landscape capacity categories are defined as 

follows: 

 

• Low - The landscape is assessed as having high landscape sensitivity and high landscape 
value.  Very limited potential to accommodate any scale of new development as this is 
highly likely to erode the positive key features and characteristics of the landscape, which 
are desirable to safeguard in line with relevant national/local planning policy objectives. 
 

• Low-Medium - The landscape is assessed as having medium-high landscape sensitivity and 
medium-high landscape value.  Any scale of new development has potential to erode the 
positive key features and characteristics of the landscape, which are desirable to safeguard 
in line with relevant national/local planning policy objectives. Taking into account site-
specific constraints, there may be potential to accommodate some small-scale development 
in specific locations within parts of the landscape with lower landscape sensitivity, subject 
to appropriate siting, design and landscaping mitigation. 
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• Medium - The landscape is assessed as having low to medium landscape sensitivity and 
medium-high landscape value, or medium to medium-high landscape sensitivity and low to 
medium landscape value. Subject to appropriate siting, design and landscaping mitigation, 
small-scale new development could potentially be accommodated without eroding positive 
key features and characteristics which are desirable to safeguard.  Taking into account site-
specific constraints, there may also be potential to accommodate some large-scale new 
development in specific locations with lower landscape sensitivity, subject to appropriate 
siting, design and landscaping mitigation. 
 

• Medium-High - The landscape is assessed as having low-medium to low landscape 
sensitivity and low to medium landscape value.  Subject to appropriate siting, design and 
landscaping mitigation, large and small-scale new development could potentially be 
accommodated within the landscape without eroding positive key features and 
characteristics which are desirable to safeguard. 
 

• High - The landscape is assessed as having low landscape sensitivity and low landscape 
value.  Subject to appropriate siting, design and landscaping mitigation, large and small-
scale new development could potentially be accommodated without eroding positive key 
features and characteristics which are desirable to safeguard. 

 

1.4.30 The potential to mitigate adverse effects of change in a particular landscape will depend on the 

factors that determine its landscape and visual sensitivity.  For the purposes of this assessment, 

landscapes evaluated as having some capacity to accommodate a particular type of 

development are considered to have potential for mitigation based on the following siting, 

design and landscaping mitigation principles: 

 

• New development siting, design and landscaping responds to the landscape features, 
characteristics and special qualities that give the landscape its unique sense of place and 
local distinctiveness.   
 

• New development avoids adverse impacts on the setting of culturally important landmarks, 
remnant historic landscapes and significant views.  
 

• The use of appropriate building and hard/soft landscaping materials that are complementary 
to local vernacular design. 
 

• Use of materials with appropriate finishes and colours that help to blend new buildings and 
structures into the surrounding landscape.  
 

• New planting of woodland and tree belts (using native species to reinforce local 
distinctiveness) designed to create a strong sense of enclosure (where appropriate), frame 
views, provide screening and soften impact of built development, that links with existing 
vegetation to create a cohesive landscape framework to help integrate new development 
into the landscape. 
 

• Existing structure planting, including shelter belts, woodland and hedgerows, is retained 
and augmented by new structure planting to provide screening for new development 
(including reinforcement of landscape buffers along sensitive urban edges and to soften 
hard urban edges where appropriate), and appropriately managed to provide a strong and 
enduring backdrop to frame views. 
 

• Multi-functional green networks created as planting, open space and recreational corridors. 
 

• Where opportunities exist, the improvement and restoration of degraded landscape at a 
local scale. 



November 2018 16 Northampton UFLCSS 

11128701-UFLCSS-F-2018-11-13  Chris Blandford Associates 

 

 

1.4.31 It should be noted that evaluating a landscape’s capacity for development is a complex issue 

requiring professional judgement about the susceptibility/vulnerability of the landscape 

resource and its visual sensitivity to the type of change being considered, and the value 

attached to the landscape or to specific features. 

 

1.4.32 In addition, it should not necessarily be assumed that the capacity assessment score applies 

consistently across the entire land parcel. For example, it could be possible for a certain 

scale/type of development, where carefully sited, well-designed and with suitable mitigation, to 

be accommodated in a land parcel assessed as having an overall low or moderate capacity to 

the development scenario. Conversely, in a parcel assessed as having an overall high capacity 

for the development scenario, it could be possible that the capacity is lower in parts of the 

parcel due to site-specific constraints. 

 

1.4.33 While the Study provides an indication of the relative sensitivity of the LLCAs within the Study 

Area to development, and the relative capacity of land parcels within Northampton Borough, 

care should be taken not to interpret the results as a definitive statement on the suitability of a 

specific site/location to accommodate a particular type or scale of development.  The findings 

of the Study would need to be supplemented by detailed studies at a site-specific level. 
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2.0 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 

 

2.1 Evolution of the Landscape 

 

2.1.1 The following section provides an overview of the physical and human influences on the 

evolution of the landscape within the Study Area, and explores the current role and function of 

Northampton’s landscape setting today.  This overview is adapted from the Northampton 

Landscape Sensitivity & Green Infrastructure Study (2009). 

 

Physical Influences 

 

Topography 

 

2.1.2 As illustrated on Figure 2.1, Northampton is located within a shallow “bowl” adjacent to the 

River Nene, and is surrounded by higher land. The higher land which rings the town includes 

Glassthorpe Hill (141m above sea level (asl) to the west; Coneybury Hill (approx.120m asl) to 

the north-west; the Pitsford ridge (approx. 125m asl) to the north; high land adjacent to Salcey 

Forest (130m asl) to the south-east and a hill to the south of Gayton (141m asl) to the south-

west. 

 

2.1.3 Within the town, there are three main areas of higher ground. These are to the south of the 

Nene Valley (113m asl at its highest point at Hunsbury Hill), the eastern edge of the town 

(110m asl) and the area around the University towards the northern edge of the town (approx. 

120m asl).  Immediately to the east of the town, the Ecton Ridge is not particularly high 

(approx. 100m asl) but is visually prominent. 

 

Hydrology 

 

2.1.4 As illustrated on Figure 2.1, Northampton is located at the confluence of the River Nene and its 

tributary the Brampton Nene, which flows south into the Nene from Pitsford Reservoir. The 

Nene runs east-west through the town. 

 

2.1.5 Smaller streams which also influence the topography of the town include the Dallington Brook 

(a tributary of the Brampton Nene) and the Wootton Stream, which flows into the Nene from 

the south. The Billing Brook, Ecton Brook and Sywell Bottom flow south into the Nene on the 

eastern side of the town. The Northampton Arm of the Grand Union Canal crosses the southern 

part of the Study Area (partly through the Blisworth tunnel) and follows the Nene Valley 

eastwards before joining the River Nene Navigation in the centre of the town.  
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2.1.6 The Nene Valley contains numerous flooded sand and gravel workings, most of which have 

been restored for conservation or recreation purposes. Other water bodies within the Study 

Area include a small reservoir at Harlestone, and ornamental lakes within landscaped parks, 

such as Overstone Park and Abington Park.  Much of the Nene Valley and its tributaries are 

within Flood Zones 2 and 33.  

 

Geology 

 

2.1.7 As illustrated on Figure 2.2, Northampton is located on the edge of the band of Oolitic 

limestone, which runs north-south through England. However, within this band there are 

several different types of limestone, representing different phases and conditions of formation. 

Northampton lies at the junction of several different types of limestone and the adjacent clay, 

which creates a complex geology in the area. The most well-known of the Oolitic limestones 

are the “Northampton sands and Ironstones”, which have a distinctive golden-brown colour 

and are often seen in local buildings. 

 

2.1.8 On some higher areas of land around Northampton, the limestone has been overlain by 

glacially-deposited clay which hides the topography and characteristics of the limestone. 

 

2.1.9 The valley of the River Nene has accumulated deep sedimentary deposits of sand and gravel, 

which have been quarried in recent years.   

 

2.1.10 In addition to the sand and gravel resources of the Nene Valley, the local Ironstone is highly 

valued as a building material and there are numerous old building stone quarries within the 

Study Area. 

 

2.1.11 There are 15 Regionally Important Geological/Geomorphological Site (RIGS) sites within the 

Study Area.  The most well-known is located at Bradlaugh Fields in the northern part of 

Northampton. This site is designated as the only accessible Blisworth Limestone hilltop in the 

county for its educational, historic and aesthetic value. 

 

                                                      
3 Flood Zone 2 areas have a low to medium risk of flooding, with an annual flood probability of 0.1-1%. Flood Zone 3 areas have a 
high risk of flooding, with an annual probability of flooding of 1% or greater. 
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Human Influences 

 

2.1.12 There is archaeological evidence for human presence in the Northampton area for 

approximately 7500 years. The earliest known archaeological sites are a pair of Neolithic 

Causewayed Enclosures, one on Briar Hill (excavated prior to development on the site) and one 

unexcavated on Kings Heath. 

 

2.1.13 The settlement now known as Northampton developed on higher land above the confluence of 

the rivers Nene and Brampton. The rivers provided communication routes and the site was also 

in a good defensive position. The surrounding soils are relatively fertile and well drained and 

there was also extensive woodland. These rich neutral resources made it an ideal location for a 

settlement. 

 

The Historic Core 

 

2.1.14 The historic core represents the extent of Northampton in 1835. At this stage the town had not 

expanded beyond its medieval walls. Therefore the outer edge of this townscape character type 

largely follows the line of the medieval town walls. The medieval market place was (and 

remains) at the centre of the town. From this point roads radiated out to surrounding 

settlements; these roads are still part of the streetscape and transport infrastructure. Beyond the 

town walls were a number of medieval suburbs (e.g. St Edmund’s End and St James’ End), 

which developed along the major roads out of the town. 

 

2.1.15 The town walls were enhanced with bastions during the Civil War, giving today’s street names 

of “Upper Mounts” and “Lower Mounts”. 

 

2.1.16 The medieval town of Northampton was an important parliamentary centre. This, combined 

with the excellent hunting in the surrounding forest, led to a regular Royal presence in the 

town. 

 

2.1.17 The town’s political importance led to a strong ecclesiastical presence, and Northampton was 

one of the few settlements in the country to house all the monastic groups. The sites of some of 

these Monasteries and Abbeys are still visible (e.g. Abington Abbey and Delapre Abbey).  The 

presence of others (such as Greyfriars) is preserved in street names. 

 

2.1.18 Outlying villages, such as Kingsthorpe, Weston Favell and Great Billing, have smaller historic 

cores which were subsequently surrounded by later development. Several of these villages 

have medieval churches, and traditional ironstone buildings. 
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2.1.19 Within the south-west corner of the historic core is the site of the Saxon settlement. The Saxon 

town included a timber castle (which was later rebuilt in stone), palace and minster church. 

The walls of the Saxon Burgh are fossilized in the contemporary street pattern along Scarletwell 

Street, Tower Street, Sheep Street, The Drapery, Bridge Street and Foundry Street. On the south-

west and west sides of the town, the Nene and Brampton Valleys provided good defences. 

 

Victorian and Early 20th Century Development 

 

2.1.20 Northampton saw considerable expansion in the 19th Century and early 20th Century, which 

was largely associated with the industrial development of the boot and shoe industry in the 

town. This phase of the town’s development included factories, extensive areas of terraced 

housing (often with associated workshops) and also municipal and religious buildings such as 

schools, a workhouse, churches and non-conformist chapels. Much of this industrial 

development was constructed in red brick. 

 

2.1.21 Several parks were also laid out during this period, both public (The Racecourse, for example) 

and private (sometimes associated with the large mansions built outside the town by wealthy 

industrialists such as Overstone Hall and Great Billing Hall). These mansions and their grounds 

have been surrounded (and occasionally built over) by subsequent development. 

 

Interwar Development (c.1921-1950) 

 

2.1.22 The interwar years saw further expansion of Northampton and the development of the suburbs 

such as Far Cotton, Kingsthorpe and Abington. This period also saw ribbon development along 

several roads out of Northampton. The majority of residential development from this period is 

detached or semi-detached. 

 

Post-War and Overspill Development (c.1950-c.1989) 

 

2.1.23 The most extensive phase of development around Northampton took place between c1950 and 

c1989, and represents the development overseen by the Commission for New Towns, which 

was established to accommodate overspill populations from the South-East. The architecture 

associated with this phase of development varies, but is usually typified by a clear hierarchy of 

roads, and extensive planting, open spaces and landscaping which has now matured, creating 

a very “green” impression from both within and outside the town. The majority of residential 

development in this era was built north of the Nene (to the north, west and east of the existing 

town) with industrial development and limited residential development to the south of the 

river. 
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Modern Development (c.1990-present) 

 

2.1.24 The most modern phase of development (from 1990 to the present) has seen the expansion of 

Northampton southwards, including the southern-facing ridge of land associated with 

Hunsbury Hill. The village of Wootton has seen considerable expansion and the new mixed-

use development of Grange Park has been constructed between Wootton and the M1. 

 

2.1.25 Large-scale industrial and warehouse development at Swan Valley and Hardingstone have a 

strong visual impact. 

 

2.1.26 North of the Nene, there is recent and ongoing development at the St Crispin’s Hospital 

site/western edge of the town and at Upton. The large-scale pseudo-Georgian townhouses, 

which front the Upton development are striking in terms of their scale, colour and design. 

 

Heritage Assets 

 

2.1.27 As illustrated on Figure 2.5, nationally designated sites with statutory protection within the 

Study Area include 17 Scheduled Monuments (SMs) such as Hunsbury Hill fort. 

 

2.1.28 Nationally designated sites without statutory protection within the Study Area include three 

Registered Historic Parks and Gardens (Althorp Park, Boughton Hall and Courteenhall) and a 

Registered Battlefield around Delapre Abbey where Henry VI was defeated at Northampton 

during the war of the Roses (1461). 

 

2.1.29 There are 30 Conservation Areas within the Study Area, including the historic core of 

Northampton, and Abington Abbey and its environs.  Most of the outlying villages, and old 

village centres which have been incorporated into the urban area of Northampton (e.g. Weston 

Favell and Wootton) have small conservation areas, usually covering clusters of traditional 

ironstone buildings. 

 

2.1.30 Listed Buildings are generally concentrated in and around the Conservation Areas within the 

Study Area.  The majority are examples of the local vernacular tradition of building in locally 

quarried ironstone.  Others are properties in the historic core of the town, or farmhouses/ 

agricultural buildings in open countryside. The most unusual listed building, which is a key 

local landmark, is the former testing tower of the Express Lifts factory (opened 1982), and is 

127m high (approx. 42 storeys). There are also several listed buildings associated with the 

Grand Union Canal, including a flight of locks. 
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2.1.31 Designated and non-designated heritage assets may not include landscape features that 

contribute to their historic significance and setting.  For example, registered historic parks and 

gardens frequently “borrow views” from outside the designated area such as an avenue aligned 

on a view of a distant church tower; similarly, Scheduled Monument designations for deserted 

medieval villages may not include the field systems which surrounded it.    

 

Historic Landscape Character 

 

2.1.32 Historic Landscape Character Types identified within the Study Area by the Northamptonshire 

Historic Landscape Assessment (2007) are shown on Figure 2.4.  This shows the predominance 

of modern fields and 18th-19th Century and 19th Century Parliamentary Enclosure within the 

Study Area.   

 

2.1.33 There are examples of ridge and furrow throughout the Study Area, with a particular 

concentration on the south-west side of the town.  In addition, there are several historic routes 

including possible Roman roads, turnpike roads, historic railway lines and canals. 

 

2.1.34 In addition to designated sites, there are numerous other known archaeological assets.  The 

most extensive areas are within the historic core of the town and represent the buried remains 

of Saxon and Medieval Northampton. Other known archaeological assets represent a wide 

variety of archaeological sites and periods.  The most noteworthy of these are the rare Neolithic 

Causewayed Enclosures on Kings Heath. 

 

2.1.35 Many of these Historic Landscape Character Types have a close correlation with ecological 

habitats within the Study Area.  Figure 2.5 shows the general distribution of nature 

conservation designations within the Study Area.  There are two Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSIs) within the Study Area: Former gravel workings in the Nene Valley and a small 

quarry near Rectory Farm, Blisworth.  There are no National Nature Reserves in the Study Area, 

but there are six Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) plus Wildlife Trust Reserves (WTRs), which 

cover a variety of habitats including acid grassland, calcareous grassland, wet meadow, 

woodland and lakes.  There is a concentration of designated sites (including Special Protection 

Areas (SPAs) and Potential Wildlife Sites (PWSs) in the Nene Valley, particularly in areas where 

gravel workings have flooded to create lakes with a high wildlife value. 
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Current Land Use  

 

2.1.36 Outside of the Northampton urban area, the majority of the Study Area is predominantly rural 

in character and dominated by agricultural land uses.   

 

2.1.37 The largest accessible greenspaces within the Study Area include three Country Parks at 

Hunsbury Hill, Wootton Brook and Foxfield (Grange Park) large open spaces within the urban 

area such as the University Recreation Grounds, Delapre Abbey Grounds and Abington Abbey 

grounds; and other strategic accessible greenspaces outside the urban area such as Althorpe 

Park, Overstone Hall and Courteenhall.  Local accessible greenspaces include small 

woodlands with public access, common land, village greens, pocket parks and millennium 

greens, Local Nature Reserves, Wildlife Trust Reserves, allotment sites and cemeteries. 

 

2.1.38 As illustrated on Figure 2.3, the Study Area is well served by public rights of way, including 

regional/sub regional/local cycle routes and long distance walking routes/country walks (the 

Nene Way, the Jurassic Way, the Grand Union Canal Walk, the Brampton Valley Way and the 

Midshires Way).  The Sustrans Regional Cycle route passes north-south through Northampton, 

via the Brampton Valley Way, through the town centre, alongside the River Nene, then south 

along country lanes through Great Houghton, Preston Deanery and Quinton.   Local routes 

include byways, bridleways, footpaths and other cycle routes (e.g. cycle/bus lanes, cycleways 

on roads, shared use paths).  The majority of these cycle routes are within the urban area, but 

there is a high concentration of byways, bridleways and footpaths throughout the Study Area.  

Some follow the routes of dismantled railways (e.g. the Brampton Valley route between 

Northampton and Market Harborough). Others follow lanes and paths, many of which are very 

long-established, following parish boundaries and other ancient features in the landscape. 

 

2.1.39 As illustrated on Figure 2.3, ‘A’ roads radiate out from the town in all directions. The A45 and 

the town’s southern bypass are relatively new additions to the town’s road network, as is the 

M1 which runs through the Study Area close to the south-west edge of Northampton.  Junctions 

15 and 15a of the M1 serve Northampton. Smaller villages are connected with each other and 

with Northampton by a dense network of ‘B’ roads and minor roads.  They include at least one 

Roman road (on the western side of the Study Area) and many of the lanes are historic features 

of the landscape.  Northampton has a railway station, and is on the Northampton Loop (part of 

the West Coast Main Line). The main Cherwell Valley line cuts through the south-west corner 

of the Study Area.   In addition to these active lines, there are several disused railway lines 

within the Study Area.  A section of one of these (to the north of the town) is now the route of 

the Northampton and Lamport light railway. The track bed is also a traffic-free cycle route and 

used for the Midshires Way and Brampton Valley Way. 
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2.1.40 The water network has historically been very important to the development and prosperity of 

Northampton, and continues to contribute to the character of the town. The Grand Union 

Canal flows through the south-west corner of the Study Area, with the Northampton Arm 

flowing northwards to join with the River Nene in the centre of Northampton. 

 

Northampton’s Landscape Setting 

 

2.1.41 As illustrated on Figure 2.6, the Northampton urban area has been divided into a number of 

distinctive Townscape Character Areas.  See the Northampton Urban Design Appraisal (2016) 

for detailed descriptions of the Townscape Character Areas.   

 

2.1.42 As illustrated on Figure 2.1, Northampton sits in a “bowl”, encircled by higher land.  These 

ridges of higher land also form the setting and landscape context of Northampton and its 

surrounding villages.  The areas of steepest slopes are generally associated with river valley 

sides, but there is a strong link between the steepness of slopes and the underlying geology, 

with limestone outcrops being associated with the steeper slopes, such as the ridge to the south 

of the Nene which includes Hunsbury Hill.  The steepest land within the Study Area is located 

around Harpole and Harlestone (which have a distinctive rolling landform), and within the 

built-up area of east Northampton, around Lings Wood and Billing Arbours. In the south-west 

of the Study Area there is relatively steep land around Blisworth and Gayton. 

 

2.1.43 Views towards Northampton from the surrounding countryside, and the character of 

approaches to the town, are illustrated on Figure 2.7 and Figure 2.8.   

 

2.1.44 As illustrated on Figure 2.7, there a number of prominent landmark buildings within the 

Northampton urban area that are visible from much of the Study Area and provide orientation 

points and “sense of place” - such as the lift tower.  Other built landmarks within the town are 

more localised in their visual impact, and are therefore only visible from a smaller proportion 

of the Study Area.  Throughout the Study Area, the towers of village churches (often built in 

traditional ironstone) add local distinctiveness and aid orientation.  Within the Study Area there 

are approximately 20 villages with an historic core built of ironstone.  From much of the Study 

Area, the Northampton urban area appears remarkably wooded during the summer months due 

to the mature vegetation in open spaces, gardens and roadside planting.   

 

2.1.45 The role and function that the landscapes surrounding the town contribute to the setting of 

Northampton is described below in terms of broadly defined zones: 
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North-East Zone 

 

2.1.46 The northern part of this Zone is relatively gentle in its topography. Parts of this Zone 

contribute to the setting of Northampton (although they are not particularly distinctive), whilst 

the topography of other parts of this Zone (including the area north of Boughton, and the 

eastern side of the Ecton Ridge) mean that they are orientated away from Northampton and not 

inter-visible with the town. 

 

2.1.47 From the majority of this Zone, the large industrial buildings on Moulton Park industrial estate 

are very prominent on the horizon. The hard edges of some of the residential development on 

the northern edge of the town are also clearly visible. However, the eastern edge of 

Northampton is exceptionally green, and the vegetation alongside the Ecton Brook provides a 

relatively soft edge to the town. 

 

2.1.48 In general, the villages in this Zone have more extensive and prominent modern development 

surrounding their historic cores than those in the other Zones. 

 

2.1.49 There is relatively little gap between the northern edge of Northampton and the villages of 

Boughton, Moulton and Overstone.  There has already been some coalescence along roads, so 

the open fields around the villages perform an important function in providing a physical 

and/or visual separation between Northampton and its surrounding villages. 

 

2.1.50 The eastern part of this Zone comprises the Ecton Ridge, a raised ridge of land which separates 

Northampton from Earls Barton, and which contains the distinctive ironstone village of Ecton. 

The Ecton Ridge is visually prominent in the landscape, and forms the setting of Northampton 

in views east from the town, and when looking towards Northampton from the south-east. The 

Ecton Ridge also functions as a gap between Northampton and Earls Barton, and prevents the 

visual and physical coalescence of the settlements. 

 

Nene Valley East Zone 

 

2.1.51 This Zone contains the green wedge of land alongside the River Nene, which runs right into the 

centre of Northampton. The steep ridge to the south plays an important part in the setting of 

this area, although the combination of vegetation, topography and the embankment of the A45 

mean that the eastern part of this Zone is relatively well-contained visually, with limited 

intervisibility with the built-up area of Northampton. 

 

2.1.52 Buildings in the centre of Northampton, and large-scale commercial development at 

Hardingstone are more noticeable from the western end of this Zone. 
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South Zone 

 

2.1.53 This Zone contains two distinct patterns of landscape setting, which are strongly influenced by 

the underlying geology. 

 

2.1.54 The eastern half of this Zone contains the relatively steep ridge of limestone which includes the 

villages of Cogenhoe, Little Houghton, Great Houghton and Brafield on The Green, and 

continues to Hunsbury Hill. This ridge forms the southern backdrop to the east side of 

Northampton and is an important part of its setting. It also includes the distinctive landscape 

around Preston Deanery. There are panoramic views from the ridge looking back towards 

Northampton. In these views the lift tower and the tower of St Matthews church are particularly 

prominent on the skyline. Otherwise, the horizon is wooded and the town is very “green” in 

appearance in the summer months. 

 

2.1.55 Beyond this limestone ridge to the south east of this Zone there is much less visual connection 

with Northampton. Instead, the views are out into the distant landscape including the 

distinctive and extensive deciduous woodlands of Yardley Chase and Salcey Forest. 

 

2.1.56 In the western half of this Zone, the landform is more subtle and the slope of land which runs 

up to the ridge along the edge of the Zone is at several kilometres distance from the edge of the 

town. Consequently, the setting of this part of Northampton is less distinctive but it nevertheless 

contributes to the character and setting of the higher parts of south-west Northampton. 

 

2.1.57 The undulating topography means that views towards Northampton are more intermittent.  

Where views occur, the most prominent landmarks in the town are the lift tower and the large 

white distribution warehouses at Swan Valley. 

 

2.1.58 Beyond the ridge containing the villages of Blisworth and Gayton, the landscape feels very 

distant from Northampton and there is little visual connection with the town. 

 

Nene Valley West Zone  

 

2.1.59 The new development at Upton has a strong visual influence over much of this Zone.  From the 

Upton area there is a strong sense of the “horseshoe” of higher land, which forms the southern 

setting of the Northampton. Buildings in the centre of Northampton are visually prominent in 

views eastwards. 

 

2.1.60 Further west towards Kislingbury, the landscape is very flat with few clear views of either 

Northampton or the surrounding landform. 
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North West Zone 

 

2.1.61 The southern part of this Zone (around Harpole) is dominated by the relatively steeply rolling 

ironstone hills which create distinctive features in the setting of Northampton. 

 

2.1.62 Looking back, from here towards Northampton, the most prominent buildings are the lift tower, 

the tower at St Crispin’s Hospital and the large white sheds at Swan Valley. 

 

2.1.63 Beyond the ridge to the west the landform is orientated away from Northampton towards the 

wider landscape to the west.  This area includes the land around Harlestone, which is very self-

contained visually. Similarly, land north-west of Church Brampton is also not visually 

associated with Northampton (apart from the lift tower) due to the topography and dense 

woodland vegetation at Harlestone Firs. The villages of Harlestone and Church Brampton have 

a particularly strong physical and visual relationship with their landscape setting. 

 

2.1.64 Land to the east of Harlestone Firs and Chapel Brampton has a distinctive rolling form and is 

important to the setting of Northampton, both in views towards the town from the north, and in 

views northwards out of the town from the Brampton Valley area. 

 

Local Landscape Character Areas 
 

2.1.65 The Local Landscape Character Areas identified within the Study Area are shown on Figure 2.9 

and described in the following sections.  
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2.2 Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes 

 

LCT Description4 

 

Key Characteristics 

 

• Broad valley slopes dissected by numerous tributary streams. 

• Ironstone geology expressed in local vernacular buildings and in rich red soils. 

• Building materials vary, vernacular architecture and churches display the distinctive local 

ironstone in most of the villages. This provides a strong sense of connection with the 

underlying geology and memorable local landmarks and features. 

• Rolling landform, extensive views in places and sense of exposure in some more prominent 

locations creates a fairly expansive and open character on the ridges and higher valley 

slopes, in contrast to lower and more secluded areas. 

• Steep slopes adjacent to more elevated landscapes provide diversity. These areas are often 

more secluded and support farm management regimes including smaller pastoral fields that 

contrast with the more elevated and open areas. 

• Water bodies, including those at Overstone Park, add variety to the landscape. 

• Productive arable farmland in medium to large-scale fields predominates on the more 

elevated land, although sheep and cattle pastures are also common, often in smaller fields 

adjacent to watercourses. Agricultural practices create a patchwork of contrasting colours 

and textures extending across valley slopes, providing seasonal interest and diversity to the 

experience of the landscape. 

• Where broadleaved woodlands and mature hedgerow trees combine, these impart a sense 

of a well treed landscape. The mosaic of woodland and tree cover is a distinctive feature, 

particularly where woodland lies atop steeper slopes, or presents as coverts in the 

agricultural landscape.  It is also a feature associated with the designed parklands that are 

extant within the Ironstone Valley Slopes LCT. 

• Hedgerows are generally low to medium height and well maintained although intermittent 

sections show evidence of decline, with some overgrown in places. The pattern of 

hedgerows, many of which contain mature and semi-mature oak and ash, creates a rich 

tapestry across the landscape. 

• Well settled, with a necklace of villages within the landscape directly and indirectly 

influenced by their close proximity to Northampton. 

 

 

 

                                                      
4 Adapted from Daventry Landscape Character Assessment, 2017 
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Landscape Guidelines 

• Landform, Hydrology and Views: 

- Conserve and enhance the appearance, integrity and quality of rivers and streams. Seek 

to avoid change that would compromise the characteristic diverse pattern of 

watercourses and the relationship these have with topography and vegetation. 

- Conserve the expansive and open character of prominent and elevated locations in the 

landscape and enhance the contrast between these areas and more secluded, intimate 

and intricate landscapes elsewhere. 

Restore hedges and woodlands where appropriate to contribute to the diversity and 

intricate character of areas of steeply sloping landform. 

- Conserve the setting to water bodies, including ornamental ponds for their intrinsic 

visual appeal, as well as their recreational and nature conservation value. 

• Land Management: 

- Conserve the distinctive patterning of large arable fields created by hedged boundaries 

on elevated land and pasture in smaller fields on sloping land.  

- Conserve and enhance hedgerows by sensitive management that encourages diversity 

with some hedgerow trees, whilst maintaining a neat network of boundaries that impart 

a sense of order, and of productive agriculture. 

- Conserve taller, unclipped, stockproof hedgerows to pastoral fields. Discourage 

hedgerow removal and field amalgamation that lead to broader areas of monoculture, 

and a consequent reduction in the visual interest associated with the mosaic of fields 

and cropping patterns. 

• Woodland and Trees: 

- Conserve and where possible enhance the mosaic of woodland cover across the 

landscape. Where appropriate, modify geometric blocks of conifer woodland to include 

more deciduous species, adding softer, rounded edges to the woodland footprint and 

some shrub species to diversify edges, in accordance with UK Forestry Standard 

Guidelines. 

- On elevated land avoid new significant planting that would compromise the open and 

elevated character of the landscape. 

- Conserve and enhance the fabric of parkland landscapes.  

- Where possible, encourage the use of native, broadleaved species in property 

boundaries rather than geometric bands of conifer. 

• Settlement, Infrastructure and Built Form: 

- Conserve and restore buildings and their landscape setting, stone walls, and other 

features that express the local ironstone geology, and strengthen the connection between 

built development and the underlying geology. 
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- Encourage the use of locally sourced stone in new buildings. In the absence of viable 

quarrying, source appropriate reclaimed building stone for re-use. Seek wherever 

possible to respect and interpret local vernacular. 

- Ensure new building respects the local vernacular through the appropriate layout of 

building form in relation to the local streetscene, and in respect of scale, and massing. 

- Conserve the rural character of the landscape around Northampton, and avoid visual, 

actual or perceptual coalescence of neighbouring settlements to maintain the integrity 

and identity of each. 

- Conserve and enhance the character and identity of individual settlements and seek to 

approve only new development that achieves this objective and makes a positive 

contribution to sense of place.  

- Create a vibrant and visually appealing urban fringe or interface that is functional and 

sensitive to variations in local landscape and townscape character without 

compromising views and integrity of the historic settlement core. 

 



Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes
4a - Harlestone Heath
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4a - Harlestone Heath (LLCA) 5 

 

Character Description 

 

2.2.1 Harlestone Heath is adjacent to the north western part of Northampton and lies between 

Althorp Park (13b) to the west, the Brampton Arm Valley and Kingsthorpe Meadow (17a) to the 

east, and The Bramptons (4b) to the north. Landform is gently rolling, and is defined by a small 

watercourse that flows through Harlestone and into the Brampton Arm to the east. Gentle 

valley profiles are discernible in views and enhanced by riparian vegetation in the valley 

bottoms. 

 

2.2.2 The landscape comprises a mosaic of different land uses, with small, predominantly arable 

fields around Harlestone in the west of the area. The centre of the area is dominated by a large 

woodland plantation at Harlestone Heath. This is mixed, though predominantly coniferous, 

with coniferous plantation evident in views from the A428 corridor. This plantation provides a 

sense of enclosure, including in the large arable fields beyond its southern boundary, which are 

also enclosed on their western and southern sides by the urban edge of Northampton. Golf 

courses are also a distinctive feature of this landscape, with one area to the east of the 

Harlestone Heath plantation, and one to the north of Harlestone. These golf courses are well 

integrated into the landscape, the fairways follow the contours of the land, and the edges of the 

fairways are wooded, with smaller copses and individual specimen trees providing variety; all 

contributing to the consistent sense of enclosure. To the west of the A428 and south of the 

hamlet known as Lower Harlestone is another area of mixed woodland. The wooded boundary 

to the Althorp Park estate on the western boundary of the LLCA on slightly higher ground adds 

to the sense of enclosure. 

 

2.2.3 The small hamlets of Harlestone, Lower Harlestone and Upper Harlestone lie within the LLCA. 

These are arranged around a network of narrow country lanes and notable for the large number 

of listed buildings, including the grade I listed 14th century Church of St. Andrew at Lower 

Harlestone, and the conservation area, which covers much of the western half of the LLCA. 

Another distinctive feature is the Fish Pond between Harlestone and Lower Harlestone in the 

valley bottom. 

 

2.2.4 Key transport corridors through the area include the broadly north-south oriented A428, linking 

the wider district with the northern edge of Northampton, and the Northampton Loop of the 

West Coast Mainline. Roads, both major and minor are predominantly well screened by high 

hedgerows and trees, with some exceptions, such as a stretch of the A428 to the northeast of 

Lower Harlestone, where views are afforded to the Church of St. Andrew. Though the roads are 
                                                      
5 Adapted from Daventry Landscape Character Assessment, 2017 
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visually well screened, they are significantly audible in many parts of the landscape. There are 

two long distance footpaths through this LLCA; the Midshires Way, through the hamlets and 

Harlestone Heath; and the Northamptonshire Round, which also passes along the edge of 

Northamptonshire County Golf Club. The wider network of public rights of way connects with 

the long distance footpaths.  

 

2.2.5 The type of views available in this LLCA relate strongly to the proximity of vegetation, as the 

character is fairly enclosed. Views tend to be shortened in the south along the valley bottoms 

and near to the large wooded areas and golf courses. However, there are some longer, more 

open views across the west of the area from the A428 north of Lower Harlestone. Views to the 

edge of Northampton are mostly limited to the fields directly adjacent to the edge of the town, 

such as those to the north west of King’s Heath.  

 

2.2.6 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of 

land: 

 

• Land Parcel 4a(i) comprises two fields and a farmstead, and lacks the distinctive features, 

recreational value and scenic quality found in other places within LLCA 4a. It is bounded 

to the north by the woodland at Harlestone Heath, to the west by Lodge Farm Industrial 

Estate, and to the south by Kings Heath Residential area. The Brampton Valley, and west 

coast mainline railway lie to the east.  

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.2.7 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The low clipped hedgerows to the 

agricultural fields and various wooded areas are generally intact and make a positive 

contribution to the landscape, though the condition of some of the edges of the plantation at 

Harlestone Heath could be improved. In places, lower hedgerows, occasional hedgerow gaps 

and limited hedgerow trees slightly undermines the landscape condition.  

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.2.8 New development and changes to land management should conserve and enhance the 

diversity of the landscape, and opportunities should be taken to emphasise this variation within 

the landscape. The largely wooded Harlestone Heath and the wooded infrastructure of the 

adjacent golf courses provide a distinctive wooded edge on undulating landform to the north 

west of Northampton and this should be conserved.  
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2.2.9 The landscape setting of the hamlets around Harlestone, including the small pastoral and 

arable fields and wooded areas should be conserved, and potential large scale development 

should be resisted. More detail is provided in the Harlestone Conservation Area Appraisal and 

Management Plan, July 2017. 

 

2.2.10 The southeastern edge of this landscape character area is particularly vulnerable to 

development pressures and change due to its proximity to Northampton, including new 

residential development (Kings Heath SUE) and road infrastructure in the form of the proposed 

Northampton North West Relief Road. It is important, therefore, that where development is 

considered, its integration with the local landform and networks of vegetation is carefully 

considered. Where possible, new development should integrate with local vernacular building 

styles, materials, and layout, and the relationship of those properties to the street. Woodland 

cover, hedgerows and trees should also be retained wherever possible and conserved and 

enhanced to strengthen this resource and provide a buffer between the edge of Northampton 

and the wider landscape character area. 

 



Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes
4b - 	e Bramptons
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4b The Bramptons 

 

Character Description 

 

2.2.11 The Bramptons is approximately 1.7km to the north of Northampton, with Harlestone Heath 

(4a) between the urban edge and this LLCA. It also lies between the Brampton Arm Valley and 

Kingsthorpe Meadow (17a) to the east, and Holdenby (13a) to the west and north. Landform is 

gently rolling, and is defined by the Brampton Brook, a small watercourse that flows through 

the south west of the LLCA. Gentle valley profiles are discernible in views and enhanced by 

riparian vegetation in the valley bottoms. 

 

2.2.12 The landscape comprises a mosaic of arable and pasture fields, with the pastoral fields 

predominantly close to settlement and smaller in scale. Fields are generally bordered by low 

clipped hedgerows with occasional gaps and some hedgerow trees. However there is variation 

to this pattern particularly near watercourses including the Brampton Brook, which is 

distinctively tree-lined in places. Occasional small blocks and belts of woodland are also a 

feature of the landscape, particularly along the railway.  

 

2.2.13 In the east of the LLCA are the two small settlements of Chapel Brampton and Church 

Brampton. Both have a nucleated form and have developed around the intersections of a 

number of roads. Although the settlements are on relatively high ground their edges to 

properties and the field boundaries immediately adjacent to the settlements are mostly 

vegetated making them less prominent in the landscape. Chapel Brampton has a conservation 

area. It encompasses a number of listed residential properties along Welford Road, including 

the grade II listed Brampton Cottage and 2, Northampton Road. Church Brampton also has a 

number of listed properties, including the grade II* listed St Botolph Church at the western edge 

of the village, which sits on higher ground, making it a prominent feature. 

 

2.2.14 Key transport corridors through the area include the broadly north-south orientated A428 

(Harlestone Road), and the north-south oriented A5199 (Welford Road), both linking the wider 

district with the northern edge of Northampton. The Northampton Loop of the East Coast 

Mainline passes through the area. Roads, both major and minor are predominantly well 

screened by hedgerows and trees, with some exceptions, such as a stretch of the A5199 to the 

north of Chapel Brampton, where views are afforded to the higher land to the north-east and 

Holdenby Road to the north of Church Brampton. Though the roads are visually well screened, 

they are significantly audible in some parts of the landscape. There are two long distance 

footpaths through this LLCA; the Midshires Way, through the villages of Church Brampton 

Chapel Brampton; and the Northamptonshire Round, which passes through the village of 
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Church Brampton and the hamlet of Brampton Hill. The wider network of public rights of way 

connects with the long distance footpaths.  

 

2.2.15 The type of views available in this LLCA relate strongly to the proximity of vegetation, as 

particularly closer to the settlements the character can be quite enclosed. Views tend to be 

longer away from the settlements, such as views across the shallow Brampton Brook valley 

from Holdenby Road.  

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.2.16 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The low clipped hedgerows to the 

agricultural fields and various wooded areas are generally intact and make a positive 

contribution to the landscape. In places, lower or poorly maintained hedgerows and occasional 

hedgerow gaps slightly undermines the landscape condition.  

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.2.17 New development and changes to land management should take opportunities to conserve and 

enhance the diversity of the landscape. Small-scale fields close to the settlements should be 

retained and enhanced, and the pastoral fields next to Brampton Brook should be maintained 

under that use including appropriate management of hedgerows. Maintain and extend riparian 

planting next to Brampton Brook. Field boundary management should include encouraging the 

growth of hedgerows as boundaries and the planting of new hedgerow trees. Physical 

separation between the two villages should also be maintained. 

 

2.2.18 The southeastern corner of this landscape character area may be vulnerable to development 

pressures and change due to its proximity to Northampton road infrastructure in the form of the 

proposed Northampton Northern Orbital Route. It is important, therefore, that where 

development is considered, its integration with the local landform and networks of vegetation 

is carefully considered. Where possible, any new development should integrate with local 

vernacular building styles, materials, and layout, and the relationship of those properties to the 

street. Woodland cover, hedgerows and trees should also be retained wherever possible and 

conserved and enhanced to strengthen this resource. 

 



Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes
4c - Pitsford
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4c Pitsford 

 

Character Description 

 

2.2.19 Pitsford is approximately 2km to the north of Northampton, with Boughton and Moulton (4d) 

between the urban edge and this LLCA. It also lies between the Brampton Arm Valley and 

Kingsthorpe Meadow (17a) to the north and west, and the Clay Plateau East of Pitsford (5a) to 

the east. Landform falls away gently to the north and west into the Brampton Arm Valley.  

 

2.2.20 A large proportion of the landscape character area is occupied by arable fields, other than 

close to the settlement of Pitsford which is surrounded by smaller pastoral fields. Fields are 

generally bound by thick hedgerows. The area has some small blocks and belts of woodland, 

particularly to the south west of Pitsford and around some of the more isolated properties. This 

woodland is predominantly broadleaved or mixed. 

 

2.2.21 Pitsford has a nucleated form and with the exception of the south, is surrounded by a series of 

small and irregular shaped pastoral fields with some well vegetated boundaries, and along the 

southern edge of the settlement are school sports pitches. The centre of the settlement is 

designated as a conservation area. All Saints Church in the north of the village, which is mostly 

14th century with a 12th century doorway, is grade II* listed, and there are a number of other 

listed properties in the settlement.  

 

2.2.22 Key transport corridors through the area include the north-south oriented A508 (Harborough 

Road) linking Northampton with Market Harborough (in Leicestershire) and the A14 to the 

north. Brampton Lane forms the southern boundary of the LLCA and runs in a north-east 

direction connecting the villages of Chapel Brampton and Pitsford. The Northampton and 

Lamport Railway runs along part of the western boundary of the LLCA. Roads, both major and 

minor are generally well screened by high hedgerows and trees, with some exceptions, such as 

a stretch of the A508 to the north-west of Pitsford where views can be glimpsed to the higher 

ground to the north. Though the roads are visually well screened, they are significantly audible 

in many parts of the landscape. One long distance footpath passes through this LLCA - the 

Brampton Valley Way, which forms part of the western boundary and runs alongside the 

Northampton and Lamport Railway.  

 

2.2.23 Where breaks in vegetation allow, long views are possible from this LLCA looking northwards, 

particularly notable from the A508. Long views are also possible heading southwards out of 

Pitsford, looking towards Northampton.  
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Landscape Condition 

 

2.2.24 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Weak. Poorly maintained, gappy or 

completely removed hedgerows regularly undermine the landscape condition.  

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.2.25 New development and changes to land management should take opportunities to conserve and 

enhance the fine grained nature of the pastoral fields around Pitsford, in order to maintain the 

distinctive setting of the village. Any development proposals should be carefully integrated with 

the local landform and networks of vegetation. Where possible, any new development should 

integrate with local vernacular building styles, materials, and layout, and the relationship of 

those properties to the street. Woodland cover, and particularly hedgerows and trees should be 

enhanced and retained wherever possible to strengthen this resource. 

 

2.2.26 The fields to the western side of Pitsford and next to the A508 are particularly vulnerable to 

development due to their accessibility and any proposals should not dominate the footprint and 

setting of the village. 

 



Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes
4d - Boughton and Moulton
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4d Boughton & Moulton6 

 

Character Description 

 

2.2.27 The Boughton and Moulton LLCA is directly to the north of Northampton, adjacent to the 

urban edge. It lies between the Brampton Arm Valley and Kingsthorpe Meadow (17a) to the 

west, Overstone Park (4e) to the east, and Pitsford (4c) and East of Pitsford (5a) to the north. The 

landscape has a gently rolling landform, strongly influenced by the valley formed by a tributary 

to the River Brampton. This cuts through the landscape in an east to west direction, with the 

meandering watercourse flowing in the same direction towards the Brampton Arm Valley.  

 

2.2.28 A large proportion of the landscape character area is occupied by a mosaic of arable and 

pastoral farming with moderately sized fields. Fields are generally bound by hedgerows, 

although there are places where these have been removed or degraded through poor 

management. The area has some small blocks and belts of woodland, which is predominantly 

broadleaved or mixed, and much of which is found along small watercourses. Riparian 

vegetation follows the course of the Brampton Arm tributary creating a distinctive feature at the 

bottom of the valley. Other land use in the area includes quarrying, in the north of the LLCA 

near to Moulton Road.  

 

2.2.29 The landscape character area includes two ironstone villages; Moulton in the east and 

Boughton to the west, as well as a number of isolated farmsteads scattered across the area 

which are partly screened from view by hedgerows, groups of trees or small woodland within 

the property boundary.  

 

2.2.30 Moulton, which is the larger of the two settlements, has developed along a network of country 

lanes, with a small central core. The southern part of the village connects with the northern 

edge of Northampton along Northampton Lane South, and there is nearly continuous 

development along Thorpeville (A43) to the east, although there is still a limited sense of 

separation between the village and Northampton along this road. The central part of the village 

is designated as a conservation area. There is development in the countryside north of the 

village at Moulton College which includes a number of buildings, car parking and sports 

pitches. On its south side, the College campus includes an arboretum, and many of its 

boundaries are defined by lines of trees.  

 

2.2.31 Boughton has a small central core around the intersection of some minor roads with linear 

development fronting the road network extending eastwards and southwards from the centre. 

Development extends south along Harborough Road North linking the village to Northampton. 
                                                      
6 Adapted from Daventry Landscape Character Assessment, 2017 



November 2018 39 Northampton UFLCSS 

11128701-UFLCSS-F-2018-11-13  Chris Blandford Associates 

 

Elsewhere along the southern edge of Boughton, physical separation between the village and 

Northampton is limited to a playing field and small wooded area. There is a historic park to the 

west of Boughton, Boughton Hall, which is designated both as a registered park and garden 

and a conservation area. The Park includes a large hall and extends north across the valley, 

encompassing an ornamental lake on the valley floor, pasture, blocks of woodland and 

specimen trees. The parkland provides a wooded edge to the western and northern part of the 

village.  

 

2.2.32 There are two main roads through the LLCA heading in a northerly direction from the edge of 

Northampton. These are the A508 (Harborough Road) and the A43 (Kettering Road). The A508 

is predominantly well screened within the landscape, mostly bounded by high hedgerows and 

trees. In places there are low stone walls which are characteristic of this landscape, also 

appearing next to minor roads in some locations. The A43 is also fairly well screened by 

vegetation, but becomes more exposed further north towards the edge of the LLCA. The 

network of more minor roads between farmsteads and the settlements are predominantly 

bound by hedgerows, though in places lack any screening, giving views across adjacent fields. 

This is particularly notable along the new stretch of road to the east of Moulton which connects 

to the adjacent LLCA, Overstone Park (4e). There are no promoted routes across the landscape 

character area, though the Brampton Valley Way follows its western edge. The Public Rights of 

Way network tends to be limited to short footpaths connecting the three villages to the wider 

area, and also between the villages and the edge of Northampton. 

 

2.2.33 The gently rolling landscape and the wooded corridors to watercourses and hedges along field 

boundaries, together with small woodland blocks and the enclosure provided by trees in 

Boughton Park mean that views tend to be fairly short. There are occasional glimpsed views 

southwards towards the edge of Moulton from Pitsford Road, where it forms the northern 

boundary of the character area. Despite its proximity, views to the edge of Northampton are 

limited by the rolling topography and vegetated character of the landscape. 

 

2.2.34 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of 

land: 

 

• Land Parcel 4d(i) comprises one small field parcel immediately adjacent to the A508 and 

the edge of Northampton. It is surrounded by new residential development, and lacks any 

particularly distinctive features. 
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Landscape Condition 

 

2.2.35 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Weak. The wooded edges to the historic 

parkland are generally intact, and these, along with the sinuous wooded corridors along 

watercourses make a positive contribution to the landscape character. The field and 

hedgerow/stone wall network are generally well maintained, but there are places where these 

are becoming significantly fragmented or are suffering from lack of management, such as 

around Boughton Green (between Moulton Lane and the edge of Northampton).  

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.2.36 The guidance in the following paragraphs does not apply to the part of the LLCA in the 

Borough of Wellingborough. 

 

2.2.37 Parts of this LLCA are under considerable pressure for development due to proximity to the 

northern edge of Northampton. This includes proposals for the Northampton Northern Orbital 

Route (NNOR) linking the A5199 (near to Chapel Brampton) and the A43, with potential 

options routed near to the edges of Boughton and Moulton7. The Northampton – North of 

Whitehills SUE, and Northampton – North SUE both fall within this LLCA. Any development 

proposals should be carefully integrated into the pattern of the landscape and should include 

retention of hedgerows as field boundaries. Boughton and Moulton already physically connect 

with Northampton and are most at risk of coalescence. Further development around these 

settlements should be resisted particularly where features, such as fields, hedgerow boundaries 

and wooded areas contribute to the physical separation and the setting of the settlements. The 

green corridor around the watercourse north of the church at Moulton should be conserved as 

it is important to the setting of the church and the historic core of the village8.  

 

2.2.38 Adverse effects of the NNOR should be minimised through careful routeing of the road and 

should include the conservation of existing landscape features including the integrity of the 

meandering valley orientated east to west, the riparian vegetation along the watercourse and 

pastoral fields. Mitigation of the effects of the road should include enhancements to wooded 

areas and hedgerows in keeping with landscape character. The proposed NNOR has the 

potential to sever sections of PRoW network but the proposals should ensure footpaths remain 

connected with new links and wayfinding. This should ensure better links between the 

Northampton urban edge and the countryside. 

                                                      
7 Northampton Northern Orbital Route. Public Counsultation, Route Options, 2017. 
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/northamptonshire-highways/major-highway-
projects/Documents/Major%20highways%20projects/Northampton%20Northern%20Orbital%20Route%20Options%20June%202
017.pdf  
8 Moulton Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan, 2017 

http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/northamptonshire-highways/major-highway-projects/Documents/Major%20highways%20projects/Northampton%20Northern%20Orbital%20Route%20Options%20June%202017.pdf
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/northamptonshire-highways/major-highway-projects/Documents/Major%20highways%20projects/Northampton%20Northern%20Orbital%20Route%20Options%20June%202017.pdf
http://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/northamptonshire-highways/major-highway-projects/Documents/Major%20highways%20projects/Northampton%20Northern%20Orbital%20Route%20Options%20June%202017.pdf


Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes
4e - Overstone Park
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4e Overstone Park 

 

Character Description 

 

2.2.39 The Overstone Park LLCA is directly to the north east of Northampton, adjacent to the urban 

edge. It lies between Boughton and Moulton (4d) to the west, Ecton (4f) to the southeast, an 

area of Clay Plateau LCT to the north and Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes LCT to the east, 

which are beyond the study area boundary. The landscape has a gently rolling landform, 

strongly influenced by small watercourses and shallow valleys, some of which have larger 

waterbodies, including Sywell Reservoir. These valleys cut in a predominantly north-south 

direction.  

 

2.2.40 A large proportion of the western half of this LLCA is occupied by woodland, a golf course, and 

parkland, including areas of pasture. The eastern part, to the east of Ecton Lane, is 

predominantly medium to large scale arable fields, with smaller pastoral fields in the north. 

There are also areas of woodland, particularly along the water courses that connect to Sywell 

Reservoir. Field boundaries are varied, with some hedgerows and some fencing, though the 

condition of the hedgerows is variable. Overstone Park is bounded by a distinctive high stone 

wall.  

 

2.2.41 The settlement at Overstone consists of mainly post-war residential properties fronting Sywell 

Road, creating a linear village. On the northern side of the road properties have vegetated rear 

gardens that back onto arable fields. The southern side is fronted partly by properties and partly 

by Overstone Park which brings a wooded character and setting to Sywell Road and 

Overstone. The historic (undesignated) Overstone Park includes the listed Overstone College 

and Tower Court with large grassland areas and individual specimen trees, wooded edges to 

the park, a golf course and a large lake. Within the Park is also a large holiday park and a golf 

course.  

 

2.2.42 Sywell, in the northeast of the LLCA, has a conservation area. The small village is separated 

from Overstone by a single field, and has a number of listed properties, including the grade II* 

listed Sywell Hall, and the Church of St Peter and St Paul.  

 

2.2.43 Roads through the study area are minor, including Sywell/Overstone Road, and Ecton Road. 

These roads connect settlements and farmsteads with the main roads outside the LLCA. There 

are very few Public Rights of Way within the LLCA, and none within Overstone Park. A couple 

of footpaths connect Overstone to the countryside to the north, and there are some short 

stretches of footpath around Sywell. The Northamptonshire Round promoted route runs along 

the boundary of the LLCA in the south east adjacent to Sywell Country Park. The Country Park 
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has some visitor facilities (parking, café, toilets), and has a number of waymarked trails, bird 

hides and play areas around the reservoir.  

 

2.2.44 The flat to gently rolling landscape and the significant areas of woodland, trees and hedgerows 

mean that views in this area tend to be fairly short. Views into Overstone Park are very limited 

due to the high wall surrounding it. There are occasional views east from Ecton Lane where 

there are lower hedgerows or gaps, though these only extend a short distance to the next belt of 

woodland.  Within Sywell Country Park there are views across the reservoir to surrounding 

fields.  

 

2.2.45 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of 

land: 

 

• Land Parcel 4e(i) comprises two small fields on the far northeastern edge of Northampton. It 

is surrounded by urban development on 3 sides, with scattered development to its north. The 

character is very enclosed, with thick hedges and trees as its boundary. There are a couple 

of small buildings present.  

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.2.46 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Weak. The wooded edges to the historic 

parkland are generally intact, and these, along with the sinuous wooded corridors along 

watercourses make a positive contribution to the landscape character. The hedgerow network 

is generally fairly well maintained, but there are places where these are becoming fragmented 

or are suffering from lack of management. The range of disconnected land uses in the area, 

along with the lack of a local vernacular style in the linear settlement, and poor maintenance of 

visible features such as roadside verges leads to pockets where there is a feeling of neglect.  

  

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.2.47 The guidance in the following paragraphs does not apply to the part of the LLCA in the 

Borough of Wellingborough. 

 

2.2.48 Parts of this LLCA are under considerable pressure for development due to proximity to the 

northeastern edge of Northampton. This includes proposals for the Northampton – North SUE, 

which is immediately adjacent to the western edge of this LLCA. Any development proposals 

should be carefully integrated into the pattern of the landscape and should include retention of 

hedgerows as field boundaries.  
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2.2.49 Overstone village does not yet physically connect with Northampton and will be at risk of 

coalescence. Further development around Overstone and Sywell should be resisted particularly 

where features, such as fields, hedgerow boundaries and wooded areas contribute to the 

physical separation and the setting of the settlements. Protect the character of and landscape 

setting to Sywell conservation area. 

 



Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes
4f - Ecton
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4f Ecton 

 

Character Description 

 

2.2.50 Ecton is directly to the north east of Northampton, adjacent to the urban edge. It lies between 

Overstone Park (4e) to the north, Nene Valley – the Washlands (18d) to the south, and an area 

of Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes LCT to the east, which is beyond the study area boundary. 

The landscape has a gently rolling landform, falling away towards watercourses in the west, 

east, and south.  

 

2.2.51 The landscape predominantly comprises a mosaic of arable and pastoral fields, with the 

pasture mostly clustered in smaller fields around the village of Ecton. There are scattered small 

belts and blocks of deciduous woodland, with the largest block to the east of Ecton Hall. This 

woodland, in combination with hedgerows, hedgerow trees and scattered specimen trees 

provides a sense of enclosure in places. 

 

2.2.52 The settlement at Ecton has a historic core of buildings that are predominantly built from local 

stone, a mix of limestone and ironstone, and with roofing materials of a mix of natural slate and 

thatch. This historic core is a conservation area, and consist of a number of listed buildings 

including the grade I listed Church of St. Mary Magdalene and grade II* listed Ecton Hall, 

which lies on the eastern edge of the conservation area.  

 

2.2.53 The A4500 cuts east-west through this LLCA to the north of Ecton. This road corridor is 

predominantly heavily vegetated, especially on the stretch between Northampton and Ecton, 

although to the northeast of Ecton the hedgerows are gappy, resulting in views to the wider 

countryside to the north east. To the northeast of Ecton this road is bounded by a wall, Other 

more minor roads vary in character, some have open views with no hedgerows, some have 

hedgerows of variable condition, and others are bounded by stock fencing (in some cases 

‘parkland style’ metal fences) or regular hedgerow trees, giving a parkland character.  The 

Northamptonshire Round promoted route passes through this LLCA, along with a number of 

other footpaths which connect Ecton with the eastern edge of Northampton and with Earls 

Barton to the east.  

 

2.2.54 Despite the vegetated nature of the urban edge of Northampton on the west of this LLCA, 

occasional glimpsed views are possible due to the rolling nature of the landform and the 

easternmost settled area of Northampton (between Ecton West Lodge and Rectory Farm), being 

sited on gently rising ground. In general, the gently rolling landscape and the significant areas 

of woodland, trees and hedgerows mean that views in this area tend to be fairly short, limited 



November 2018 45 Northampton UFLCSS 

11128701-UFLCSS-F-2018-11-13  Chris Blandford Associates 

 

to adjacent fields. There are some exceptions to this, such as travelling east along the A4500 

where longer views are possible out of the LLCA across the valley.  

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.2.55 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The woodland in the historic parkland to 

the east of Ecton makes a positive contribution to the landscape character. The hedgerow 

network is gappy in places, and much of the ‘parkland style’ fencing along Lower Ecton Lane is 

in poor condition.  
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2.3 Clay Plateau 

 

LCT Description9 

 

Key Characteristics 

 

• Boulder Clay (Till) deposits overlie much of the landscape, obscuring variations in the 

underlying solid geology and giving a unity of character. This has influenced the 

development of a simple landscape pattern, with a land use dominated by agricultural 

production. 

• Broad, undulating plateau dissected and drained by a number of small valleys. The smooth 

undulating landform pattern on the plateau reinforces the simplicity of the landscape. 

Expansive, often long distance and panoramic views across open areas of plateau and 

across adjacent landscape types, with a sense of exposure on some prominent locations 

reinforcing the sense of elevation and remoteness. 

• Productive arable farmland within medium and largescale fields on elevated land although 

small areas of sheep and cattle pastures also present, often in smaller fields adjacent to 

watercourses or farmsteads. 

• Limited woodland and tree cover comprising broadleaved woodlands and mature 

hedgerow trees. 

• Hedgerows are variable in height, and emphasise the undulating character of the landscape, 

and although some are well maintained, intermittent sections show evidence of decline. 

• Sparsely settled with isolated farms, contributing to a generally quiet and remote landscape. 

 

Landscape Guidelines 

 

• Landform, Hydrology and Views 

- Conserve the simple, unified and orderly character of the productive agricultural 

landscape through management of farming practices and control of development. 

- Conserve and enhance expansive, panoramic views across elevated, open areas of 

plateau landscape through management of vegetation along roads and footpaths. 

- Conserve occasional but distinctive views to Pitsford Water through management of 

hedgerows and other vegetation. 

- Seek to enhance the sense of elevation and separation from surrounding urban areas by 

ensuring built development remains discrete in the landscape. 

 

 

                                                      
9 Adapted from Daventry Landscape Character Assessment, 2017 
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• Land Management  

- Enhance hedgerows by sensitive management that encourages diversity, whilst 

maintaining a neat network of boundaries that impart a sense of order and of productive 

agriculture.  

- Conserve the distinctive field pattern and discourage hedgerow removal and field 

amalgamation that leads to broader areas of monoculture, and a consequent reduction 

in the visual interest associated with the mosaic of fields and cropping patterns.  

- Conserve hedgerow trees and where appropriate given consideration of views, seek 

opportunities to plant new trees within hedgerows (oak and sycamore), particularly next 

to PRoW to enhance tree cover whilst maintaining the more open higher areas of 

plateau.  

• Woodland and Trees  

- Conserve and enhance the geometric coverts and woodlands, whilst maintaining the 

open and expansive character of the more elevated plateau landscapes.  

- New woodland should be locally appropriate broad-leaved species.  

- New species for hedgerow trees should include oak and sycamore and should avoid ash 

whilst Ash Die Back remains an issue.  

• Heritage and Settlement  

- Conserve the sparsely settled character of the landscape by limiting new development 

on the elevated and remote plateau.  

 



Clay Plateau
5a - East of Pitsford
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5a East of Pitsford 

 

Character Description 

 

2.3.1 East of Pitsford is approximately 1.5km to the north east of Northampton, with Boughton and 

Moulton (4d) between the urban edge and this LLCA. It lies between Pitsford (4c) to the west, 

and an area of Clay Plateau LCT to the east and Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes LCT to the 

north, which are beyond the study area boundary. The landscape forms part of a wider clay 

plateau, falling very gently to the south. There are small watercourses present which have 

formed barely discernible valleys but these have some definition by associated riparian 

vegetation. 

 

2.3.2 Land use in this LLCA is predominantly arable farming, with the fields bordered by low to 

medium hedgerows with limited hedgerow trees. There are areas of remnant ridge and furrow 

in the east of the LLCA.  Woodland cover is limited to one small area in the west which is 

predominantly young trees, and occasional tree clumps or small belts of trees, often associated 

with buildings. In the south of the area is the Pitsford Centre, part of Moulton College, which 

comprises a number of agricultural and equestrian buildings, a sports hall, teaching spaces, car 

parks and sports pitches. Elsewhere, settlement is limited to occasional scattered farmsteads.  

 

2.3.3 The west and south of the LLCA is bounded by a minor road which connects Moulton and 

Pitsford. Other routes through the area include the north-south orientated Holcot Road 

connects the villages of Moulton, on the north of Northampton, with Holcot; and the A43, 

which cuts through the east of the LLCA and is fairly well screened by vegetation. The network 

of more minor roads between farmsteads and the settlements are predominantly bound by 

hedgerows, though in places lack any screening, giving views across adjacent fields. The 

Public Rights of Way network tends to be limited to short footpaths connecting the villages of 

Moulton and Pitsford (both outside of this LLCA) with the wider area.  

 

2.3.4 Views are possible from the edges of the narrow plateau in both a northwards direction, with 

vistas over Pitsford Water, and southwards, looking towards Moulton and the edge of 

Northampton, though views south are limited by tree belts in the adjacent LLCA 4d.  

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.3.5 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Weak.  Hedgerows are regularly 

fragmented, along with a lack or loss of hedgerow trees around larger fields, which are 

common features locally. Where dry stone walls occur, such as along parts of Moulton Road, 

they are often in a degraded condition.  
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Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.3.6 The guidance in the following paragraph does not apply to the part of the LLCA in the Borough 

of Wellingborough. 

 

2.3.7 LLCA 5a East of Pitsford has a simple agricultural landscape pattern, and land management 

practices should help to strengthen this. The network of hedgerows and occasional stretches of 

stone walling around arable fields are characteristic and these features should be conserved 

and enhanced. Any development proposals should be consistent with that pattern and the outer 

edges of any development, including existing development such as that as the Pitsford Centre 

should be softened with hedgerows, hedgerow trees and small copses. Development or 

agricultural practices should protect and conserve valued features from any further loss, 

including the irreplaceable areas of ridge and furrow. 
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2.4 River Valley Floodplain 

 

LCT Description10 

 

Key Characteristics 

 

• Flat floodplain landscape that varies in width, surrounded by gently rising valley sides that 

contain and clearly define the low lying linear landscape, and strengthen its separate 

identity.  

• Predominantly a productive agricultural landscape with varying cover of both arable and 

pastoral land.  

• The changing pattern of fields and cropping regimes, and intermittent areas of species rich 

grassland and occasional wet meadows, creates a varied texture and colour across the 

valley bottom.  

• There are small wooded areas scattered along the valley. This intermittent and varying 

mosaic of small-scale woodlands and trees provide visual diversity and interest.  

• Hedgerows often gappy and grown out, with reinforcing post and wire fences frequent, in 

particular around pastoral fields, resulting in a neglected character in some areas.  

• River edge trees and scrub provide important vertical elements and interest within the fairly 

open character of the floodplain.  

• Significant urban influences on the floodplain landscape in the south with associated 

infrastructure elements introducing a busier and more developed character, and detracting 

from the more rural character further north. 

• Roads across the floodplains vary from minor country lanes crossing the floodplain to busier 

‘A’ roads. Traffic on the network of roads, particularly the principal roads, introduces 

movement and noise to an otherwise quieter rural landscape.  

• Recreational opportunities are provided by Brampton Valley Way and also Northampton 

and Lamport Railway. 

 

Landscape Guidelines 

 

• Landform, Hydrology and Views 

- Conserve and enhance the identity of the floodplain as a separate morphological unit by 

strengthening its distinctive character in comparison with the changing character of the 

rising valley sides.  

- Conserve the views across the floodplain and the sense of containment within a 

distinctive linear low lying riverine landscape contained within gently rising valley sides. 

                                                      
10 Adapted from Daventry Landscape Character Assessment, 2017 
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- Enhance views from roads crossing the valley and promote wider views of the valley 

from the Brampton Valley Way. 

• Land Management  

- Discourage hedgerow removal and field amalgamation that leads to broader areas of 

monoculture, and a consequent reduction in the visual interest associated with the 

mosaic of fields and cropping patterns.  

- Conserve and enhance hedgerows through appropriate long-term management that 

encourages diversity. Where declining, seek opportunities to fill gaps in hedgerows 

where previous management has removed them or prevented natural regeneration.  

- Enhance hedgerow biodiversity by encouraging natural regeneration and appropriate 

long-term management.  

• Woodland and Trees  

- Conserve and restore hedgerow and river edge trees to provide local features and enrich 

the riparian landscape.  

- Conserve mature hedgerow trees and encourage their continuity as features in the 

landscape through natural regeneration within hedgerows, or by new planting.  

- Conserve and enhance the existing small linear woodlands, copses and river edge trees 

by appropriate management and support the continued use of broadleaved native 

species.  

• Heritage, Settlement and Infrastructure  

- Conserve the sparsely settled character by resisting significant new development, and 

also taking account of the limitations imposed by the floodplain constraints. Where new 

development is considered, this should be located in close proximity to existing 

development and where flood risk is minimised and within acceptable levels.  

- Seek to limit the effects of infrastructure and urban influences on the wider rural 

landscape through sensitive siting of any necessary developments and through mitigation 

that is in keeping with local landscape character.  

- Conserve the existing network of roads and where possible retain its largely rural 

character where it links rural settlements. Ensure that the alignment and detailing of any 

new road construction is responsive to the local area and rural context, where possible 

avoiding the introduction of urbanising features such as kerbing, roundabouts and other 

features such as lighting.  

- Seek to minimise the noise and urbanising effect of any new principal roads through the 

otherwise quiet rural areas by minimising the extent of engineered embankments and 

removal of vegetation. Any planting mitigation should follow the pattern of vegetation 

already a feature of the valley to help integrate any such infrastructure into the landscape 

character and views. 
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• Recreation  

- Conserve and enhance the existing network of recreational opportunities that have 

developed, strengthening links to the neighbouring landscape types through signage to 

promoted routes including the Northamptonshire Round and Midshires Way.  

- Encourage the creation of further developments to serve the recreation and leisure 

requirements of local and wider communities along the Brampton Valley Way, whilst 

ensuring that they are appropriately and sensitively sited in relation to landscape 

character, and are in accordance with the principles of sustainable tourism.  

 



River Valley Floodplain
17a - Brampton Arm Valley & Kingsthorpe Meadow
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17a Brampton Arm Valley & Kingsthorpe Meadow 

 

Character Description 

 

2.4.1 Brampton Arm Valley & Kingsthorpe Meadow extends northwards from within the urban area 

of Northampton, with areas of Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes (including 4a – Harlestone 

Heath, 4b – The Bramptons, 4c – Pitsford, and 4d – Broughton and Moulton) to the east and 

west. In the north, it is adjacent to areas of Undulating Hills and Valleys (including 13a – 

Holdenby, and areas beyond the study area boundary). The Brampton Arm watercourse flows 

from beyond the northern edge of the character area towards the centre of Northampton, 

before joining the River Nene within the town. 

 

2.4.2 This LLCA has a mix of land uses, including both pasture and arable agriculture, a nature 

reserve at Kingsthorpe Meadow, and playing fields. There are a number of small blocks and 

belts, of woodland, predominantly deciduous, and field boundaries are mostly vegetated. There 

is also scattered scrub and vegetation along the river.  There is very limited settlement within 

this LLCA, with occasional isolated properties or farmsteads on the fringes on the floodplain.  

 

2.4.3 The A428 (Spencer Bridge Road) in the centre of Northampton denotes the southern extent of 

this LLCA. Other roads crossing the narrow area are Mill Lane, which crosses the river at 

Kingsthorpe Meadow Nature Reserve; the A5199 (Northampton Road) connecting 

Northampton and Leicester; Pitsford Road, connecting the villages of Chapel Brampton with 

Pitsford; the rural Merry Tom Lane in the north; and the A508 which passes through the LLCA 

in the north-east. The Northampton Loop of the East Coast Mainline passes through the south of 

the area as does the Northampton and Lamport Heritage Railway in the north. Most roads 

passing through the area are predominantly bound by hedgerows and trees, and generally well-

screened.  

 

2.4.4 Two promoted routes pass through the landscape character area; the Midshires Way which 

joins the Brampton Valley Way at Pitsford and Brampton station on the Northampton and 

Lamport Railway. The Brampton Valley Way runs alongside the Northampton and Lamport 

Railway and starts at Boughton Crossing on the A5199. The Brampton Valley Way is part of 

Sustrans National Cycle Route 6. Other Public Rights of Way connect with the long distance 

paths.  

 

2.4.5 The flat, floodplain topography, and the well vegetated nature of the landscape mean that 

views in this area tend to be fairly short, unless a more elevated position can be gained, such as 

in some locations on the fringes of the LLCA. The A5199 also provides a slightly elevated 
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vantage point, enclosed by a low, stone wall and low metal railings through the area, affording 

views over the surrounding low lying, flat fields and river valley. 

 

2.4.6 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of 

land: 

 

• Land Parcel 17a(i) comprises the southernmost third of LLCA 17a. Its characteristics are 

broadly the same as the LLCA as a whole.  

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.4.7 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The majority of landscape features in the 

valley are well maintained, although around larger fields there is evidence of hedgerow 

fragmentation or lack of management, and also a loss of other landscape features such as 

hedgerow trees. There are also pockets of land which are locally lacking in maintenance, with 

fly tipping and poor maintenance of fencing apparent.  

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.4.8 New development and changes to land management practices should conserve and enhance 

the simplicity of the quiet, mixed farming and pastoral landscapes that characterise the 

floodplain. In view of flooding constraints, there is likely to be a presumption against 

development in much of this floodplain area. Limited quantities of built development may arise 

in association with farming practices, for new infrastructure requirements, such as roads, or on 

the periphery of the floodplain on areas of higher ground. Here, particular care is needed to 

integrate any change into the valley that is overlooked from the road and PRoW network on 

more elevated land. This includes the proposed Northampton Northern Orbital Route and 

North West Relief Road. This should be routed and designed to minimise adverse effects on 

landscape character and views. Any mitigation should be in keeping with landscape character 

and should include hedgerows, copses and riparian planting to help integrate the road into the 

landscape. Opportunities for further recreation and leisure sites to serve local communities and 

visitors should be sensitively sited and designed to take account of the need to retain the  

simple character of this floodplain landscape.  

 

2.4.9 Woodland cover within the floodplain is generally low, with the local pattern of tree lines 

along watercourses, the Brampton Valley Way and Midshires Way and roads forming 

important local features. The intricate pattern of tree cover along these linear features should be 

conserved, and where possible enhanced. Occasional gaps to the wooded edge to the 

Brampton Valley Way and Midshires Way should be provided to give users wider views of the 
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Brampton Valley. Views contribute significantly to the experience of the LLCA and priority 

should be given to distinguish longer views along the valley that are available from the roads 

that cross the valley bottom. The enhancement of hedgerows to strengthen their visual 

contribution to the landscape as well as their biodiversity value should also be encouraged.  

 



November 2018 56 Northampton UFLCSS 

11128701-UFLCSS-F-2018-11-13  Chris Blandford Associates 

 

2.5 Undulating Hills & Valleys 

 

LCT Description11 

 

Key Characteristics 

 

• Extensive gently rolling and productive rural landscape with a cohesive and recognisable 

unity of character despite scale and extent. 

• Broad, sweeping, gently rolling landform, rich and productive agricultural land contained 

by a strong hedgerow enclosure, and a deeply rural character. 

• Variations in the underlying geology influence local landform and introduce an ever 

changing pattern of local distinctiveness within the broader undulating landform. 

• Watercourses form part of the river catchment of the Nene, and has eroded a branching 

drainage pattern and a complex network of interconnected valley forms. This is 

recognisable in the gentle valleys across this landscape. 

• The Grand Union Canal, including its Northampton Arm, is an important component in 

parts of this landscape providing a linear wildlife and recreational asset. This important 

heritage resource has adapted in response to its popularity as a recreational resource for use 

by local communities and the public, with wider use likely as a consequence of the 

growing population within the city and wider region. 

• Mixed farming predominates across the landscape although local land use and field patterns 

are strongly influenced by changes in landform. The land use introduces local variety and 

diversity to the landscape and an intricate patchwork pattern of fields of contrasting colours 

and textures, contained by generally well managed hedgerows and frequent hedgerow 

trees. 

• Numerous small deciduous woodlands, plantations, copses and shelterbelts punctuate the 

rural landscape and contribute to the impression of a well treed landscape 

• Hedgerow trees within the strong hedgerow network also contribute to the perception of a 

well treed, intimate and sometimes enclosed landscape. They are important features that 

add richness and a sense of time depth to this productive agricultural landscape. 

• Strong historic character underlies this deeply rural landscape with evidence of a long 

period of settlement. There are wide ranging examples of heritage features and historic 

landscapes from many periods of occupation, including the notable and rich remnants of 

ridge and furrow, evidence of a long period of cultivation and production. 

• Numerous villages linked by winding country lanes contribute to rural character. The dense 

network of narrow winding lanes, often bordered by tall hedgerows, and linking between 

                                                      
11 Adapted from Daventry Landscape Character Assessment, 2017 
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villages and hamlets, contributes to the sense of a long settled area focused on agricultural 

production. 

• Communication routes and urban influences and infrastructure have, where present, eroded 

local rural landscape character. The noise and movement associated with traffic, and the 

visual influence of urban activities contrasts with the sense of rural isolation and tranquillity 

elsewhere. 

 

Landscape Guidelines 

 

• Landform and Views 

- Conserve and enhance the cohesive and recognisable unity of character across the 

Undulating Hills and Valleys and ensure that the integrity of this rural agricultural 

landscape is not diminished through inappropriate development that results in loss of the 

characteristic combination of fields, hedgerows, trees and woodlands. 

- Conserve distinctive views from lanes and other Public Rights of Way, and to facilitate 

this, where appropriate maintain roadside vegetation at a lower height.  

• Hydrology and Water Features  

- Conserve man made waterbodies (including those within parklands) for their intrinsic 

visual appeal, as well as their recreational and nature conservation value. Ensure tourist 

facilities or associated infrastructure adjacent to them are appropriate in terms of scale 

and design and integrate into their surroundings  

- Seek to ensure that the character of the landscape is enhanced through habitat 

management and creation.  

- Conserve and where applicable restore neglected sections of the network of canals and 

encourage opportunities for their further enhancement to serve the leisure requirements 

of local and wider communities. Ensure that they appropriately and sensitively undertake 

and accord with the principles of sustainable tourism and enhance landscape character.  

- Conserve and enhance the biodiversity value of habitats associated with these linear 

networks through appropriate management to strengthen their role as habitat links and 

retain the wooded rural character of the canals.  

- Ensure new development associated with the canals (such as marinas and canalside 

businesses) retain the rural character of the surroundings. This should include 

appropriate boundary treatments and any new buildings should reflect the canal 

vernacular.  

• Land Management  

- Conserve field patterns to reflect various periods of enclosure and subsequent land 

management and as features of the landscape that emphasis the grain of the landform.  
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- Discourage hedgerow removal and field amalgamation that leads to broader areas of 

monoculture, and a consequent reduction in the visual interest associated with the 

mosaic of fields and cropping patterns.  

- Conserve areas of distinctive ridge and furrow.  

- Conserve hedgerow trees and seek opportunities to increase hedgerow tree planting 

particularly on higher ground where the landscape is often more open in character as a 

result of field amalgamation and loss of landscape features.  

- Conserve areas of parkland to retain the important contribution they make to sense of 

place. This should include the conservation of distinctive boundary walls and gated 

access to retain parkland and estate character at village fringes and across the landscape.  

• Woodland and Trees  

- Conserve and enhance the existing woodlands and copses, including shelterbelts close 

to farms, by appropriate management (including consideration of UK Forestry Standard 

Guidelines); and encourage natural regeneration and replanting with broadleaved native 

species.  

- Create new woodlands where appropriate but with a preference for locations strengthen 

the local pattern and landscape character, and do not detract from important views.  

- Encourage the appropriate use of broadleaved native species for woodland planting to 

enhance biodiversity.  

- Conserve hedgerow patterns to reflect various periods of enclosure. Where possible, 

manage more sympathetically for their nature conservation value and where appropriate 

encourage hedgerow trees to develop to further contribute to the character of the 

landscape.  

- Retain the character of enclosed rural lanes through management of hedgerows to 

maintain their integrity especially on the approaches to villages.  

 



Undulating Hills & Valleys
13a - Holdenby
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13a Holdenby  

 

Character Description 

 

2.5.1 Holdenby is approximately 3.5km to the north west of Northampton, with Harlestone Heath 

(4a) and The Bramptons (4b) between the urban edge and this LLCA. It lies between Althorpe 

Park (13b) to the south west, Brampton Arm Valley and Kingsthorpe Meadow (17a) to the east, 

and a wider area of Undulating Hills and Valleys LCT to the west, beyond the study area 

boundary. The landscape comprises predominantly lower ground on the eastern edge of the 

wider LCT, and is formed by the lower slopes of a series of hills dissected by small river valleys 

which contribute to a distinctive undulating landform.  

 

2.5.2 The landscape is agricultural, and is predominantly arable land with some areas of pasture in 

the north. The LLCA contains a number of distinctive blocks of woodland, most of which are 

deciduous, including two ‘Circular Spinneys’ and an area of coniferous plantation at Sander’s 

Covert. The area also forms part of the eastern setting to Holdenby House a grade I listed Park 

and Garden (which lies immediately outside the study area); and the northern setting to the 

grade II* listed Althorp Park. Settlement in the area is limited to two isolated farmsteads, one of 

which has been converted to office/light industrial uses. 

 

2.5.3 Key transport corridors through the area include the A428 which forms the southern boundary 

of the area, and the north-south oriented A5199 (Welford Road), both linking the wider district 

with the northern edge of Northampton. Other, more minor roads include Holdenby Road, 

linking Northampton to the small settlements of Holdenby and East Haddon to the north-west. 

The Northampton Loop of the East Coast Mainline passes through the southwestern part of this 

LLCA. The roads running through this LLCA are not generally well screened with views 

afforded in places to the surrounding higher land. The A428 is well screened with the trees on 

both sides, particular where it runs adjacent to Althorpe Park. There are two long distance 

footpaths that form parts of the boundary of this LLCA:  the Macmillan Way that passes through 

Holdenby House on the western side; and the Midshires Way that runs along Merry Tom Lane 

in the east. The wider network of Public Rights of Way connects with the long distance 

footpaths.  

 

2.5.4 Long views are possible from some places in this LLCA, particularly to the south east of 

Holdenby, looking eastwards along the valley, though in other locations views are limited to 

adjacent fields due to undulating topography and proximity of vegetation.  
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Landscape Condition 

 

2.5.5 Landscape condition is considered to be Good. There is a well maintained network of 

hedgerows, with frequent hedgerow trees, wide, well maintained verges, and remnants of 

parkland character, such as parkland trees that contribute positively to the landscape and 

reinforce a sense of place.  

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.5.6 This agricultural landscape is characterised by a mosaic of medium to large arable and pastoral 

fields, well maintained hedgerows, trees and small, distinctively shaped woodlands on a rolling 

landform. New development or changes in land management should conserve and enhance 

the balance of these elements. Wherever possible, the strong hedgerow network should remain 

intact, particularly where historic field patterns and features are evident. Valued intact historic 

landscapes and features should be retained and protected from decline, with particular 

consideration taken in the west and south close to Holdenby and Althorp historic parklands.   

 



Undulating Hills & Valleys
13b - Althorpe Park
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13b Althorpe Park  

 

Character Description 

 

2.5.7 Althorpe Park is approximately 2.5km to the north west of Northampton, with Harlestone 

Heath (4a) between the urban edge and this LLCA. Other surrounding areas include Holdenby 

(13a) to the north, The Bramptons (4b) to the north west, Norbottle (13c) to the south, and a 

wider area of Undulating Hills and Valleys LCT to the west, beyond the study area boundary. 

The landscape comprises a distinctive parkland, with its core set on lower ground in the centre 

of the LLCA, and a series of small hills to the west and south east.  

 

2.5.8 The grade II* listed park is roughly circular, and approximately 1.5km in diameter, with the 

house in the centre of its park, on low ground which rises to its north-west and south-east. The 

main park is surrounded by a tall, ironstone wall. The park is bounded to the north-east by the 

A428, the east by a footpath which spurs off it to Harlestone, and to the southwest by a 

deliberately straightened minor road from Harlestone to Great Brington. Shelter belts and 

plantation belts run around much of the perimeter, especially where the park boundary is 

followed by a road.  

 

2.5.9 The park is permanent pasture, with a large number of parkland trees, and extensive areas of 

remnant ridge and furrow. There are formal gardens around the house, which is grade I listed 

and was built c. 1508. The gardens also include an arboretum, begun in the 1820s, which now 

contains over 160 different species of trees, and The Oval, a 150m long, shallow, tree-fringed 

oval pool with a central island. Today, the estate, and specifically the island, is predominantly 

known as the burial place of Diana, Princess of Wales.12,13 

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.5.10 Landscape condition is considered to be Good. The parkland landscape is well maintained, 

with many features that contribute positively to the landscape and reinforce a sense of place.  

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.5.11 The valued historic landscape and features should be retained and protected from decline. 

Development or agricultural practices should protect and conserve valued features from any 

further loss, notably the irreplaceable areas of ridge and furrow. 

 

                                                      
12 Althorp, Historic England List Entry - https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1001023  
13 Althorp House, Historic England List Entry - https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1356626  

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1001023
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1356626


Undulating Hills & Valleys
13c - Nobottle
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13c Nobottle 

 

Character Description 

 

2.5.12 Nobottle is directly to the west of Northampton, adjacent to the urban edge. To the north lies 

Harlestone Heath (4a) and Althorpe Park (13b), and to the south is Harpole (13d). To the west 

is a wider area of Undulating Hills and Valleys LCT, beyond the study area boundary. The 

landscape comprises a series of hills dissected by small river valleys which contribute to a 

distinctive undulating landform.  

 

2.5.13 The landscape is agricultural, and is predominantly arable land with some areas of pasture. 

There are areas of remnant ridge and furrow scattered across the LLCA. The landscape contains 

a number of significant blocks and belts of woodland, including a large area of deciduous 

woodland to the north of the small hamlet at Nobottle, and two blocks of predominantly 

coniferous woodland in the southwest of the LLCA. There is a small area of the extensive 

registered parkland of Althorp Park within this LLCA, including the wooded Chinkwell Clumps 

and Chinkwell Belts. Elsewhere, most of the field boundaries are hedgerows with frequent 

hedgerow trees, contributing to an intermittent sense of enclosure. 

  

2.5.14 Settlement in the area is scattered and sparse, with part of the small hamlet of Nobottle falling 

within the far western extents of the LLCA. Elsewhere are occasional isolated properties and 

farmsteads. In the northwest of the LLCA, are a small number of properties on the edge of 

Upper Harlestone (including part of Harlestone conservation area, see LLCA 4a for details).   

 

2.5.15 Key transport corridors through the area include the broadly east-west orientated Roman Road 

linking the north-west suburban area of Northampton with the small villages of Little Brington 

and Whilton (outside this LLCA). Other roads include minor roads such as Sandy Lane and 

New Sandy Lane running broadly north-south on the outer edge of New Duston. The Roman 

Road is screened by hedgerow trees and low hedgerows but views are often afforded to the 

wider countryside. New Sandy Lane is not screened and has open views of the countryside to 

the north. The roads are significantly audible in many parts of the landscape. There are three 

long distance footpaths that cross this LLCA,  the Macmillan Way that forms part of the western 

boundary, the Midshires Way that connects Upper Harlestone with Nobottle, and the 

Northampton Round that also passes through Nobottle Wood.  

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.5.16 Landscape condition is considered to be Good. There is a well maintained network of 

hedgerows, with frequent hedgerow trees, and remnants of parkland character in the 
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northwest, such as tree clumps and parkland trees. These features, along with well managed 

woodland contribute positively to the landscape and reinforce a sense of place.  

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.5.17 The guidance in the following paragraphs does not apply to the part of the LLCA in South 

Northamptonshire District. 

 

2.5.18 This agricultural landscape is characterised by a mosaic of medium to large arable and pastoral 

fields, well maintained hedgerows, trees and woodlands. New development or changes in land 

management should conserve and enhance the balance of these elements. Wherever possible, 

the strong hedgerow network should remain intact, particularly where historic field patterns 

and features are evident. Valued intact historic landscapes and features should be retained and 

protected from decline, with particular consideration taken in the west of the area which 

includes part of the Althorp historic parkland.  Development or agricultural practices should 

protect and conserve valued features from any further loss, notably the irreplaceable areas of 

ridge and furrow.  

 

2.5.19 The eastern edge of this LLCA is particularly vulnerable to development pressures and change 

due to its proximity to Northampton, including new residential development (Northampton 

West SUE) and associated road infrastructure. It is important, therefore, that where 

development is considered, its integration with the local landform and networks of vegetation 

is carefully considered. Where possible, new development should integrate with local 

vernacular building styles, materials, and layout, and the relationship of those properties to the 

street. Small scale woodland cover, hedgerows and trees should also be retained wherever 

possible, particularly along watercourses, and conserved and enhanced to strengthen this 

resource and provide a buffer between the edge of Northampton and the wider LLCA. Open 

spaces should also be used as mitigation on the fringes of any proposed development to help 

integrate any prominent fringes into the surrounding landscape.  

 



Undulating Hills & Valleys
13d - Harpole
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13d Harpole 

 

Character Description 

 

2.5.20 Harpole is directly to the west of Northampton, adjacent to the urban edge. To the north lies 

Norbottle (13c), and to the south is Nene Valley – Kislingbury (18a) and Nene Valley – 

Hunsbury Meadows (18b). To the west is a wider area of Undulating Hills and Valleys LCT, 

beyond the study area boundary. The landscape comprises predominantly lower ground on the 

edge of the wider LCT abutting the Broad River Valley Floodplain LCT (18).  The lower slopes 

of the hills are punctuated by small areas of higher ground, including Glassthorpe Hill. The 

landscape is dissected by small river valleys, containing watercourses that drain into the River 

Nene to the south, and contribute to a distinctive undulating landform.   

 

2.5.21 The landscape is predominantly agricultural, and is a mixture of pasture and arable land. To 

the southwest of the village of Harpole is an extensive area of pasture and arable land with a 

number of scattered parkland trees, and a lake, giving the area a historic parkland character, 

though it is not designated as such, and is not within the Harpole conservation area. There are 

areas of remnant ridge and furrow scattered across the LLCA. The LLCA contains a number of 

small pockets and belts of woodland, and most of the field boundaries are hedgerows with 

frequent hedgerow trees. The woodland is predominantly broadleaved.  

 

2.5.22 The village of Harpole lies in the centre of the area, and has a conservation area across it’s 

linear historic core.  The conservation area contains a number of listed building, including the 

12th Century Church of All Saints which is grade II* listed, and the settlement’s oldest surviving 

building. Elsewhere within the LLCA are scattered farmsteads and some isolated linear 

settlement along Sandy Land and the A4500. In the far east of the LLCA, there is an area 

currently being developed to the north of the A4500. Close to the edge of Northampton at 

Upton is a cluster of listed properties including Upton Hall, which is now a school. The 

scheduled Upton medieval village and 17th century garden earthworks, in the far south east of 

the LLCA, demonstrates survival of a well-defined and particularly complete record of an 

abandoned medieval settlement and remains of associated ridge and furrow. 

 

2.5.23 Key transport corridors through the area include the A4500 which cuts through the east of the 

LLCA, and forms much of its southern boundary. The M1 forms the southwest boundary of the 

area. Other roads through the area are more minor, rural routes connecting Harpole to the key 

routes and its surrounding countryside.  There are a number of public rights of way through the 

area, including the promoted Northamptonshire Round and Midshires Way, and footpaths up 

some of the notable high points within the LLCA, including Glassthorpe Hill.  
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2.5.24 From the northern side of this LLCA, and from the isolated areas of higher ground such as 

Glassthorpe Hill, long views are possible across this LLCA and to the landscape beyond. Views 

are also possible to the edge of Northampton. In the lower lying parts of the LLCA, the type of 

views available relate strongly to the proximity of vegetation, as tree cover is intermittent. 

Around Harpole, surrounding topography and vegetation limits views into and out of the 

village and contributes to its intimate enclosed character, with only glimpsed views to the 

surrounding countryside. 

 

2.5.25 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of 

land: 

 

• Land Parcel 13d(i) is currently undergoing change due to the development in the west of 

the area,  and has a number of features in the east of the area that make a positive 

contribution to landscape character, including distinctive listed buildings, high boundary 

walls, and small blocks and belts of woodland. The scheduled Upton medieval village and 

17th century garden earthworks, in the south east of the area, demonstrates survival of a 

well-defined and particularly complete record of an abandoned medieval settlement and 

remains of associated ridge and furrow. 

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.5.26 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. There is a predominantly well maintained 

network of hedgerows and hedgerow trees, and remnants of parkland character to the south 

west of Harpole. However, in places hedgerows are gappy, poorly maintained, or have been 

replaced with fencing or coniferous planting, particularly close to farmsteads. There is also 

significant landscape change occurring in the west of the area, which is degrading existing 

features.   

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.5.27 The guidance in the following paragraphs does not apply to the part of the LLCA in South 

Northamptonshire District. 

 

2.5.28 This agricultural landscape is characterised by a mosaic of medium to large arable and pastoral 

fields, well maintained hedgerows, trees and woodlands. New development or changes in land 

management should conserve and enhance the balance of these elements. Wherever possible, 

the strong hedgerow network should remain intact, particularly where historic field patterns 

and features are evident. Valued intact historic landscape features, such as the parkland trees to 

the south west of Harpole should be retained and protected from decline.  Development or 
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agricultural practices should protect and conserve valued features from any further loss, 

notably the irreplaceable areas of ridge and furrow.  

 

2.5.29 The eastern edge of this LLCA is particularly vulnerable to development pressures and change 

due to its proximity to Northampton, including ongoing new residential development (Upton 

Lodge/Norwood Farm SUE) and associated road infrastructure. It is important, therefore, that 

where development is implemented, its integration with the local landform and networks of 

vegetation is carefully considered. Where possible, new development should integrate with 

local vernacular building styles, materials, and layout, and the relationship of those properties 

to the street. Small scale woodland cover, hedgerows and trees should also be retained 

wherever possible, particularly along watercourses, and conserved and enhanced to strengthen 

this resource and provide a buffer between the edge of Northampton and the wider LLCA. 

Open spaces should also be used as mitigation on the fringes of any proposed development to 

help integrate any prominent fringes into the surrounding landscape. Physical separation 

between Harpole and the edge of Northampton should be maintained. 

 

2.5.30 Any new development pertaining to Harpole should be sustainable, high quality, well designed 

and respond to its context in terms of urban and architectural design. There is a need to 

promote the sympathetic management of open space within the conservation area, including 

verges, and to work with the highway authorities to avoid the insertion of inappropriate kerbing 

and footpaths which would have a harmful urbanising affect.14 

 

                                                      
14 Harpole Conservation Area Appraisal, July 2012 



Undulating Hills & Valleys
13e - Rothersthorpe
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13e Rothersthorpe 

 

Character Description 

 

2.5.31 Rothersthorpe lies to the south west of Northampton, beyond the Broad River Valley Floodplain 

of the River Nene. Surrounding the landscape along its southern edge are Gayton (13f) and 

Milton Malsor (13g). To the north are the Nene Valley LLCAs of Kislingbury (18a) and 

Hunsbury Meadows (18b). To the west is a wider area of Undulating Hills and Valleys LCT, 

beyond the study area boundary. The landscape comprises predominantly lower ground 

abutting the Broad River Valley Floodplain LCT (18).  The flat to very gently undulating 

landscape is dissected by small, shallow river valleys, containing watercourses that drain into 

the River Nene to the north.  

 

2.5.32 The landscape is predominantly agricultural, and is mostly comprised of arable fields, with 

some smaller pastoral fields close to settlement and farmsteads. There is also a solar farm 

covering a large field approximately 800m to the west of Rothersthorpe.  To the north of the 

M1, there is further evidence of changing land use as the edge of the area that abuts the Nene 

Valley has been converted into an industrial park, with ongoing development in this area. 

There are areas of remnant ridge and furrow scattered across the LLCA. The LLCA contains a 

number of small pockets and belts of woodland, and most of the field boundaries are 

hedgerows with frequent hedgerow trees. The woodland is predominantly broadleaved.  

 

2.5.33 The village of Rothersthorpe lies in the centre of the area, and there is a large industrial estate 

to the north of the M1. There are also a number of scattered farmsteads within the LLCA. 

Rothersthorpe village has a conservation area, formed of two main streets and an open space in 

the centre of the settlement, and including a number of listed buildings, such as the grade II* 

listed distinctive 13th century Church of St Peter and St Paul and the grade II listed 17th century 

circular dovecote. Also within the conservation area, comprising part of the open space within 

the settlement is The Berry Ringwork, a scheduled monument, one of seven surviving medieval 

ringworks in Northamptonshire.   

 

2.5.34 Key transport corridors through the area include the M1 which cuts through the north of the 

LLCA, creating a separated parcel of land between the motorway and the edge of Northampton 

and River Nene Valley. Other roads through the area include the A43 which forms the eastern 

boundary of the area, and more minor, rural routes connecting Rothersthorpe to the 

surrounding countryside, and settlements outside the area. Within the industrial estate in the 

north, the roads have a more urbanised character. Two arms of the Grand Union Canal cut 

through this area, near to the southern and western boundaries. There are a number of public 
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rights of way in the LLCA, including the promoted Grand Union Canal Walk, and public 

footpaths connecting Rothersthorpe to the canal and to Bugbrooke in the west.  

 

2.5.35 The type of views available in this LLCA relate strongly to the proximity of vegetation, as tree 

cover is intermittent, and the topography is flat to gently undulating. Despite the flat or gently 

undulating topography, the predominantly medium to large scale field pattern can give a sense 

of a much more exposed landscape in places affording some longer views, particularly where 

hedgerows are lacking or cut low. This is due in part to the different or more varied topography 

of adjacent landscapes, including the River Nene Valley to the north, and the higher land 

beyond Bugbrooke in the west. 

 

2.5.36 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of 

land: 

 

• Land Parcel 13e(i) lacks the distinctive features found in the wider area, and has a 

significant quantity of industrial buildings already present, and currently under 

development.  

• Land Parcel 13e(ii) also lacks the distinctive features found in the wider area, and has a 

significant quantity of industrial buildings already present, and currently under 

development. 

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.5.37 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. There is a predominantly well maintained 

network of hedgerows and hedgerow trees. However, in places hedgerows are gappy or poorly 

maintained. There is also significant landscape change occurring in to the north of the M1, 

which has degraded or removed landscape features.   

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.5.38 The guidance in the following paragraphs only applies to the part of the LLCA within 

Northampton Borough. 

 

2.5.39 New development or changes in land management should conserve and enhance the balance 

of the elements that are characteristic of this landscape, including the mosaic of medium to 

large arable fields, smaller scale pastoral fields close to settlement, well maintained hedgerows, 

trees and woodlands. Wherever possible, the hedgerow network should be retained and 

enhanced. Opportunities should also be taken to to conserve and enhance the fine grained 

nature of the pastoral fields around Rothersthorpe, in order to maintain the distinctive setting of 
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the village; and new development in the village should be sustainable, high quality, well 

designed and responds to its context in terms of urban design and its architectural design15. 

 

2.5.40 Valued intact historic landscape features, including the Grand Union Canal, should be 

protected from decline. Alterations to the canal network to accommodate increased tourism, 

including development at marinas should be integrated into the rural landscape, utilising 

appropriate boundary treatments such as hedgerows, hedgerow trees and new buildings in 

keeping with canal side vernacular. Changes to road infrastructure should retain intact 

hedgerows, hedgerow trees and belts of trees to limit adverse effects on the landscape. 

Development or agricultural practices should protect and conserve valued features from any 

further loss, including the irreplaceable areas of ridge and furrow. 

 

2.5.41 The northern edge of this LLCA is particularly vulnerable to development pressures and change 

due to its proximity to Northampton, including ongoing development of the industrial estate at 

Hunsbury Meadows and associated road infrastructure. It is important, therefore, that where 

development is implemented, its integration with the local landform and networks of 

vegetation is carefully considered. Small scale woodland cover, hedgerows and trees should 

also be retained wherever possible, particularly along watercourses, and conserved and 

enhanced to strengthen this resource. 

 

                                                      
15 Rothersthorpe Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan, 2013 



Undulating Hills & Valleys
13f - Gayton
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13f Gayton  

 

Character Description 

 

2.5.42 Gayton lies approximately 3km to the south west of Northampton, with Rothersthorpe (13e) 

between the urban edge and this LLCA. It also lies between Milton Malsor (13g) to the east, 

Blisworth (6f) to the south east, and to the east, a wider area of Undulating Hills and Valleys 

LCT, beyond the study area boundary. The landscape comprises a series of hills dissected by 

small river valleys which contribute to a distinctive undulating landform.  

 

2.5.43 The landscape is predominantly agricultural, with a mosaic of larger arable and smaller 

pastoral fields, with the small settlement of Gayton in the centre, and scattered farmsteads and 

isolated properties spread across the area. There are a number of small blocks of woodland 

scattered across the area, and some distinctive, predominantly broadleaved, woodland belts, 

which follow features on the ground, including the dismantled railway in the east of the area, 

and a narrow watercourse in the west which drains into the Grand Union Canal. Field 

boundaries are predominantly hedgerows with frequent hedgerow trees.  

 

2.5.44 The village of Gayton in the centre of the LLCA has a conservation area. The historic parts of 

the settlement are centred on the High Street and an area around the church, with many of the 

earlier vernacular limestone properties dating from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

The Manor House (Grade I listed) is located on the periphery of the village in close proximity 

to St Mary’s Church (grade II* listed). Mature trees play an important role in the character and 

setting of the conservation area, such as those on the corner between the Manor House and the 

church.  

 

2.5.45 The LLCA is bounded to the north by the west coast mainline railway, and to the east by the 

A43. Other roads through the area are rural local roads, including Bugbrooke Road which runs 

through Gayton, and Banbury Lane through the northwest of the area. The A43 is set 

down/bunded so is well screened from the surrounding landscape. The local roads are 

predominantly bounded by low to medium height hedgerows. There are a number of public 

rights of way in the LLCA connecting settlement to the wider landscape, including the 

promoted Midshires Way and Northamptonshire Round. 

 

2.5.46 There are long views possible from various places in this LLCA due to the combination of 

intermittent vegetation and the topography, such as where heading northwards from Gayton, 

where long views are possible towards Northampton.  Within the village of Gayton, views tend 

to be limited due to the built form, and frequent boundary walls. These views create a localised 
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sense of enclosure in some parts of the settlement, though views out from the north of the 

conservation area look across an open rural landscape. 

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.5.47 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The well maintained hedgerows to 

the agricultural fields and various well-treed corridors such as the dismantled railway are 

generally intact and make a positive contribution to the landscape. Lower hedgerows in some 

locations, occasional hedgerow gaps and limited hedgerow trees slightly undermines the 

landscape condition.  

 

 



Undulating Hills & Valleys
13g - Milton Malsor
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13g – Milton Malsor  

 

Character Description 

 

2.5.48 The Milton Malsor LLCA lies adjacent to the southwestern edge of Northampton, between 

Rothersthorpe (13e) to the west, Gayton (13f) to the south, and Grange Park (6c) and South of 

Collingtree (6d) to the east. Landform is predominantly gently sloping towards the edge of 

Northampton and has several small watercourses which form shallow valleys through the 

landscape. The Grand Union Canal cuts through the south of the LLCA, and in the north are a 

number of lakes associated with the small watercourse that flows through a golf course 

adjacent to the settlement edge of Northampton.   

 

2.5.49 The landscape is predominantly agricultural, with a mosaic of larger arable and smaller 

pastoral fields. To the north of the M1, there are smaller pasture fields, and a mosaic of other 

land uses such as golf courses and public open space including Ladybridge Park. There are 

areas of remnant ridge and furrow scattered across the LLCA. Scattered small pockets and belts 

of woodland are found across the landscape, and most of the field boundaries are hedgerows 

with frequent hedgerow trees. The woodland is predominantly broadleaved, and combined 

with the thick hedgerows provides a localised sense of enclosure and a frequently wooded 

skyline.  

 

2.5.50 The villages of Milton Malsor and Collingtree, a small industrial estate, and a number of 

farmsteads lie within the LLCA. Milton Malsor and Collingtree both have Conservation areas. 

Milton Malsor has a dense historic core around some minor roads with more modern 

development to the north and east, and some modern infill. The village has a number of listed 

buildings, including the grade II* listed 13th/14th century Church of the Holy Cross. Key features 

contributing to the character of Milton Malsor are the open pastures and paddocks. Two open 

green spaces, one which sits to the north of Rectory Lane, and one to the north of Collingtree 

Road, give the whole village a rural character despite its proximity to Northampton.  

 

2.5.51 Key transport corridors through the area include the M1 which cuts through the north of the 

LLCA, creating a separated strip of land between the motorway and the edge of Northampton.  

Other roads through the area include the A43 which forms the western boundary of the area, 

and more minor routes connecting the settlements to each other and to the edge of 

Northampton.  Roads, both major and minor are screened to varying degrees by hedgerows 

and trees, although the condition of these is slightly variable. Though the roads are mostly 

visually screened, they are audible in some parts of the landscape, particularly close to the 

motorway and A43. Two railway lines (branches of the West Coast Mainline) form partially tree 

lined corridors through this landscape, though the railway infrastructure is regularly visible. 
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There are a number of public rights of way in the LLCA. These connect the settlements to the 

wider landscape, and to the edge of Northampton. A short stretch of the Grand Union Canal 

Walk lies within the southwestern corner of the LLCA, following the canal at Blisworth 

Junction.   

 

2.5.52 The type of views available in this LLCA relate strongly to the proximity of vegetation, as tree 

cover is intermittent, and the topography is undulating. There are some slightly longer views 

available when heading northwards towards the shallow valley that forms the edge of 

Northampton, though the landscape here is more enclosed in places, making visibility of the 

edge of the town quite limited.  

 

2.5.53 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of 

land: 

 

• Land Parcel 13g(i) lacks the distinctive features found in the wider area, and has 

predominantly recent time depth, though there is some localised evidence of remnant ridge 

and furrow.   

• Land Parcel 13g(ii) has broadly similar characteristics to the wider LLCA 13g, with many of 

the distinctive landscape features continuing into this Land Parcel, including the historic 

settlement at Collingtree. 

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.5.54 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The generally well maintained hedgerows 

to the agricultural fields make a positive contribution to the landscape. However, missing or 

lower hedgerows in some locations, occasional hedgerow gaps and limited hedgerow trees, as 

well as the fragmented nature of the landscape due to the number of significant transport 

corridors undermines the landscape condition. 

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.5.55 The guidance in the following paragraphs only applies to the part of the LLCA within 

Northampton Borough. 

 

2.5.56 New development or changes in land management should conserve and enhance the balance 

of the elements that are characteristic of this landscape, including the mosaic of medium to 

large arable fields, smaller scale pastoral fields close to settlement, well maintained hedgerows, 

trees and woodlands. Wherever possible, the hedgerow network should be retained and 

enhanced. Opportunities should also be taken to retain and enhance public open spaces, 
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improve the quality of public realm within settlements16 conserve and enhance the small scale 

pastoral fields around settlements which contribute to their distinctive settings. 

  

2.5.57 Development or agricultural practices should protect and conserve valued features from any 

further loss, including the irreplaceable areas of ridge and furrow, and parkland trees. Riparian 

planting along watercourses should be maintained and enhanced, with particular regard to the 

watercourses and waterbodies along the southern edge of Northampton.  

 

2.5.58 The northern edge of this LLCA is particularly vulnerable to development pressures and change 

due to its proximity to Northampton, in terms of residential development (including the 

Northampton South SUE) and any associated road infrastructure. It is important, therefore, that 

where development is implemented, its integration with the local landform and networks of 

vegetation is carefully considered. Where possible, any new development should integrate with 

local vernacular building styles, materials, and layout, and the relationship of those properties 

to the street. Small scale woodland cover, hedgerows and trees should also be retained 

wherever possible, particularly along watercourses, and conserved and enhanced to strengthen 

this resource. Physical separation between Collingtree and the edge of Northampton should 

also be maintained. 

 

                                                      
16 Milton Malsor conservation Area Appraisal 
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2.6 Broad River Valley Floodplain 

 

LCT Description17 

 

Key Characteristics 

 

• Upper river catchment floodplain surrounded by rising landform of adjacent landscape 

character area. The character can vary from rural in more secluded locations and busy in 

the vicinity of the surrounding settlements and transport infrastructure.  

• River channel with the impression of a slow flowing watercourse, with limited bank side 

vegetation in some areas.  

• Some unimproved pasture, although arable land becomes more common further away from 

the main watercourse. The mosaic of pastoral land, with valuable areas of biodiverse, rich 

grasslands, riparian vegetation, and arable land contributes to the changing patterns along 

the valley.  

• Woodland characterised by broadleaved copses and wooded corridors, predominantly 

close to the course of the river.  

• Hedgerow trees are an important feature where they do occur, creating more intimate and 

enclosed areas in contrast to the generally more open character elsewhere. Where 

hedgerows are mature or in some cases overgrown, these can combine with the hedgerow 

trees to create local enclosure. 

• Settlement is predominantly set at the edge of the floodplain as a consequence of the 

flooding constraints. However, the settlement on the rising land immediately adjacent to the 

floodplain is indicative of the close relationship between settlement location and river 

accessibility, including bridging points.   

• Urban influences introduce a busier and developed character, and detract from the 

otherwise rural character, particularly closer to the urban edge of Northampton. 

• Minor roads generally cross the floodplain landscape at right angles to the main 

watercourse, with some major roads parallel to the main watercourse, often closer to the 

boundary of the landscape character area. Trains, along with the traffic on the network of 

principal roads, introduce movement and noise to an otherwise generally rural landscape. 

 

Landscape Guidelines 

 

• Landform, Hydrology and Views 

- Conserve and enhance the identity of the river valley floodplain by strengthening its 

distinctive character through management of farming and control of development. 

                                                      
17 Adapted from Daventry Landscape Character Assessment, 2017 
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- Strengthen the identity of the River Nene and watercourse tributaries in the floodplain 

through the creation of further areas of river edge trees and small scale linear 

woodlands. 

• Land Management 

- Enhance hedgerows by sensitive management that encourages diversity, whilst 

maintaining a neat network of boundaries that impart a sense of order and a productive 

agriculture. 

- Discourage hedgerow removal and field amalgamation that leads to broader areas of 

monoculture. 

• Woodland and Trees 

- Conserve and restore small linear woodlands, copses and river edge trees by appropriate 

management and support the continued use of broadleaved native species. River edge 

trees will enrich the riparian landscape and enhance the sense of place. 

- Small-scale woodlands should be planted as part of any infrastructure development to 

continue the pattern of linear woodlands. Encourage the use of broadleaved native 

species for woodland planting to enhance biodiversity. 

- Conserve mature hedgerow trees and encourage their continuity as features in the 

landscape through natural regeneration within hedgerows, or by new planting. 

- Conserve hedgerows through appropriate long-term management that encourages 

diversity. Where declining, seek opportunities to fill gaps in hedgerows where previous 

management has removed them or prevented natural regeneration. 

• Heritage, Settlement and Infrastructure 

- Conserve the predominantly sparsely settled character by resisting large-scale 

development, and also taking account of the limitations imposed by the floodplain 

constraints. Where development is unavoidable, this should be located where the 

existing mature wooded corridors can integrate development into the landscape, or 

mitigated accordingly. 

- Conserve the existing network of rural lanes and where possible retain their rural 

character. 

- Ensure that the alignment and detailing of any upgrade to rural lanes is responsive to the 

local area and rural context, where possible avoiding the introduction of urbanising 

features such as kerbing, roundabouts and lighting. 

- Seek to reduce the noise and urbanising effect of the principal roads through long-term 

management of roadside landscape planting. 

- Conserve the undeveloped character of the floodplain and meadows where possible. 

 



Broad River Valley Floodplain
18a - Nene Valley - Kislingbury
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18a Nene Valley – Kislingbury 

 

Character Description 

 

2.6.1 The Nene Valley - Kislingbury LLCA lies approximately 1.5km to the west of Northampton, 

with the Nene Valley – Hunsbury Meadows (18b) between this LLCA and the urban edge. This 

part of the Nene Valley to the west of Northampton cuts through a landscape of Undulating 

Hills and Valleys, including Harpole (13d) to the north, and Rothersthorpe (13e) to the south. 

Landform is predominantly a wide and relatively flat floodplain with associated slopes 

connecting to adjacent landscape types, with the meandering course of the River Nene through 

the centre.  Several small watercourses form shallow valleys through the sloped edges of the 

landscape.  

 

2.6.2 The landscape comprises a mosaic of arable fields with some small areas of pasture close to 

settlement, such as close to Kislingbury. There are areas of remnant ridge and furrow scattered 

across the LLCA. The settlement of Kislingbury has a conservation area, which encompasses a 

number of listed buildings, including the 14th century, grade I listed church of St. Luke. Open 

spaces also form an essential element of the conservation area including several green open 

spaces of varying sizes located within and around the village. One of these greenspaces is a 

large floodplain area north of the church, bounded by the River Nene.  Other than Kislingbury, 

the only built development is an occasional isolated farmstead, a truck stop on the A4500, and 

a small industrial estate in the far north eastern corner of the LLCA.    

 

2.6.3 Key transport corridors through the area include the M1 which bisects the area running east-

west, and the A4500 which forms much of the northern boundary of the LLCA.  Other roads 

are minor, including those through the settlement of Kislingbury.  The main roads have varying 

degrees of screening, although the M1 is slightly elevated above the surrounding landscape, so 

where screening belts of woodland are absent, the road is visible and audible from the 

surrounding landscape. The local roads are generally quite well screened by vegetation and 

buildings, and where there are views out they are often restricted to the adjacent fields. The 

Nene Way and Northamptonshire Round promoted routes both pass through the area, along 

with a number of other public rights of way connecting settlement and the wider countryside. 

  

2.6.4 Views in this LLCA tend to be shorter along the valley bottom and near to vegetation and 

settlement, though vantage points from the edges of the LLCA, and from exposed and elevated 

roads crossing the area such as the M1 and from some locations along the A4500 give views 

over and along the shallow valley. 
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Landscape Condition 

 

2.6.5 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The generally well maintained hedgerows 

to the agricultural fields make a positive contribution to the landscape. However in places field 

expansion, road infrastructure and other uses has resulted in the loss of landscape features 

which undermines the character of the landscape. 

 



Broad River Valley Floodplain
18b - Nene Valley - Hunsbury Meadows
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18b Nene Valley - Hunsbury Meadows 

 

Character Description 

 

2.6.6 The Nene Valley – Hunsbury Meadows LLCA lies directly to the west of Northampton, cutting 

into the urban area. This part of the Nene Valley to the west of Northampton cuts through a 

landscape of Undulating Hills and Valleys, including Harpole (13d) to the north, and 

Rothersthorpe (13e) to the south. To the west lies the Nene Valley – Kislingbury (18a). 

Landform is predominantly a wide and relatively flat floodplain with gently sloping edges 

connecting to adjacent landscape types, and the meandering course of the River Nene through 

the centre. There are a number of large bodies of water in the floodplain associated with 

historic gravel extraction. The Grand Union Canal cuts through the area, close to the southern 

boundary of the LLCA.  

 

2.6.7 The landscape comprises a mosaic of different land uses, with areas of pasture on the lower 

lying land close to water, and some arable fields on the fringes of the area, close to Kislingbury.  

Where the LLCA meets the edge of Northampton, Upton Country Park, which includes areas of 

woodland and playing pitches comprises the full width of the valley. Field boundaries are 

intermittently vegetated, and there are small pockets/belts of woodland and scrub around many 

of the waterbodies and in places along the course of the river. Storton’s Pits Nature Reserve, 

with old gravel pits, meadow and fen ditch, lies at the eastern end of the LLCA. There is also 

part of the Hunsbury Meadows industrial estate on the southern edge of the area. There are 

areas of remnant ridge and furrow scattered across the LLCA, particularly in the west. 

 

2.6.8 Key transport corridors through the area include the A5076, which is well screened and cuts 

north-south through the area where it meets the edge of Northampton; and a more exposed 

route joining the A4500 (outside the LLCA) to the industrial estate on the southern edge of the 

LLCA. The Nene Way promoted route broadly follows the course of the river through much of 

the LLCA, and the Grand Union Canal Walk also passes through the east of the area. National 

cycle network route 536 passes though the east of the LLCA. 

  

2.6.9 Views in this LLCA tend to be shortened along the valley bottom and near to vegetation, 

though vantage points from the edges of the LLCA, and from exposed and elevated roads 

crossing the area such as Upton Valley Way North, give views over and along the shallow 

valley. 
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2.6.10 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of 

land: 

 

• Land Parcel 18b(i) comprises most of LLCA 18b, and therefore has broadly similar 

characteristics to the wider LLCA. 

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.6.11 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Weak. The landscape has some generally 

well maintained hedgerows and trees, particularly closer to the river. However, further from the 

watercourse, ongoing development, road infrastructure and other uses has resulted in the 

significant loss of landscape features which undermines the character of the landscape. 

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.6.12 The guidance in the following paragraphs only applies to the part of the LLCA within 

Northampton Borough. 

 

2.6.13 New development and changes to land management practices should be controlled or 

encouraged to conserve and enhance the simplicity of the open, predominantly pastoral 

landscapes that characterise the undeveloped parts of the floodplain. Opportunities for 

expansion of the industrial uses already underway in the south of the area should be sensitively 

sited and designed to take account of the need to retain the character of this floodplain 

landscape. In view of flooding constraints and regulations, there is likely to be a presumption 

against development in much of the LLCA. Particular care is needed to integrate any change 

into the valley that is overlooked from the roads and PRoW network on more elevated land 

near to the periphery of the LLCA, with particular consideration of the longer views across and 

along the shallow valley.  

 

2.6.14 The northern edge of this LLCA is under particular pressure for residential development due to 

proximity to Northampton (Northampton Upton Park SUE). Any mitigation of development 

should be in keeping with landscape character and should include hedgerows, copses and 

riparian planting to help integrate the development into the landscape. The enhancement of 

hedgerows to strengthen their visual contribution to the landscape as well as their biodiversity 

value should also be encouraged. Development or agricultural practices should protect and 

conserve valued features from any further loss, including the irreplaceable areas of ridge and 

furrow. 

 



Broad River Valley Floodplain
18c - Nene Valley - Delapre



November 2018 81 Northampton UFLCSS 

11128701-UFLCSS-F-2018-11-13  Chris Blandford Associates 

 

18c Nene Valley - Delapre  

 

Character Description 

 

2.6.15 The Nene Valley – Delapre LLCA lies in the centre of Northampton, predominantly surrounded 

by the urban area. To the east lies the Nene Valley – The Washlands (18d). Landform is 

floodplain in the north containing the meandering course of the River Nene and some large 

waterbodies associated with historic gravel extraction. Rising, more wooded land in the south 

of the LLCA creates a pocket of greenspace in the urban extent of Northampton.  

 

2.6.16 A large proportion of the south of the landscape character area is occupied by a golf course, 

with woodland, recreation grounds and waterbodies in the north. Parcels of land are generally 

bound by hedgerows and/or trees, although there are places where these have been removed 

or degraded through poor management. The area has some significant blocks and belts of 

woodland, which is predominantly broadleaved or mixed, including a large area east of 

Delapre Abbey. The golf course is well integrated into the landscape, the edges of the fairways 

are wooded, with smaller copses and individual specimen trees providing variety; all 

contributing to the consistent sense of enclosure. The course of the River Nene and its adjacent 

small watercourses and waterbodies within the floodplain are also lined with vegetation in 

places, and a dismantled railway that cuts east-west through the area creates another linear 

feature lined with trees and scrub. There is a large lake in the area, Delapre Lake, which was 

created after gravel extraction on the site ceased. 

 

2.6.17 The landscape character area includes the grade II* listed Delapre Abbey, a neo-classical 

mansion incorporating the remains of a monastery. The grounds of the Abbey, and much of the 

LLCA are a Registered Battlefield, as the site of the advance of the Yorkists during the Battle of 

Northampton (1460), part of the Wars of the Roses. There are few other buildings within the 

area, including those associated with the Marina in the north.  

 

2.6.18 The LLCA provides a significant area of greenspace within the urban extent of Northampton, 

and some of it is publicly accessible, including Beckett’s Park and Midsummer Meadow 

Recreation Ground to the north of the River Nene, and parts of Delapre Park. There are also a 

number of footpaths (both Public Rights of Way and paths promoted by Delapre Park18) cutting 

through the area, including the promoted Nene Way, part of which is also on the National 

Cycle Network; and a path around Delapre Lake.  There are no major roads through the area, 

but it is bounded on most sides by main routes, including the A45 to the south and east, the 

A508 to the west, and the A428 to the north. The A508 and A45 are predominantly well 

screened within the landscape, mostly bounded by high hedgerows and trees, except for where 
                                                      
18 Delapre Park Website - http://max2247.wixsite.com/park  

http://max2247.wixsite.com/park
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the A45 crosses the River Nene on a viaduct. From the A428 are a series of more open views 

towards the river and its adjacent vegetation. Roads are audible across much of the LLCA. 

 

2.6.19 The type of views available in this LLCA relate strongly to the proximity of vegetation, as the 

character is fairly enclosed in places, particularly in the centre and south of the area, and in the 

vicinity of the golf course. In the north of the LLCA, some glimpsed longer views are possible 

across the Nene Valley. Views to the built up areas of Northampton are possible in many 

locations in the north. The wooded edges and scattered parkland trees and blocks and belts of 

woodland associated with the golf course and the grounds of Delapre Abbey limit both long 

and short views to adjacent residential and industrial buildings.  

 

2.6.20 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of 

land: 

 

• Land Parcel 18c(i) comprises the whole of LLCA 18c, and therefore has the same 

characteristics as the wider LLCA. 

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.6.21 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The historic parkland around the Abbey 

has some remnants which provide a significant contribution to landscape character, such as the 

tree lined approach to the Abbey and associated woodland. There has also been recent 

restoration work immediately around the Abbey and in places in Delapre Park, which is 

evident in locally improved landscape condition. There are a number of places where fence 

boundaries and hedgerows suffer from lack of management, and the recreational use of paths 

and parks in the area has resulted in wear and tear, giving an impression of some small pockets 

of neglect.  

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.6.22 Any limited new development or changes in land management practices should conserve and 

enhance the historic character of the LLCA. Opportunities should be taken to conserve and 

restore the historic parkland as appropriate, such as restoring lost entrance features (gates, 

railings, etc) and reuniting divided areas of the park, as set out in the Conservation 

Management Plan for the Site of the Battle of Northampton, 2014. More detail on the setting of 

Delapre Park is provided by the Delapre Park Conservation Area Assessment and Management 

Plan, 2007.  

 



Broad River Valley Floodplain
18d - Nene Valley - 	e Washlands
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18d Nene Valley – The Washlands 

 

Character Description 

 

2.6.23 The Nene Valley – The Washlands LLCA lies directly to the east of Northampton, adjacent to 

the urban edge. This part of the Nene Valley to the east of Northampton cuts through the 

landscape with Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes to the north (including 4f – Ecton) and 

Limestone Valley Slopes to the south (including 12a – Great Houghton and 12b – Cogenhoe). 

Landform is predominantly a wide and relatively flat floodplain with gently sloping edges in 

places connecting to adjacent landscape types, and the meandering course of the River Nene 

through the centre. There are a significant number of large bodies of water in the floodplain 

associated with historic gravel extraction.   

 

2.6.24 The landscape comprises a mosaic of different land uses, predominantly focussed around the 

waterbodies. In the centre of the area is Billing Aquadrome, a large holiday park, with static 

caravans, caravan parking, and associated amenities. Buildings elsewhere within the area are 

predominantly offices or light industrial uses, with large areas of parking. There are small areas 

of farmland, predominantly pasture, but with some arable, particularly in the east. The 

dismantled railway is a distinctive linear feature through the landscape.  Field boundaries are 

predominantly vegetated, and there are small pockets/belts of woodland and scrub around 

many of the waterbodies and along the course of the river.  

 

2.6.25 Key transport corridors through the area include the A45, which cuts through the northern side 

of the LLCA, and the A428 forms the southern boundary of the western part of the LLCA.    

Roads, both major and minor are predominantly well screened by high hedgerows and trees. 

Though the roads are visually well screened, they are audible in many parts of the landscape. 

The Nene Way promoted route follows the course of the river through much of the LLCA, and 

the Northamptonshire Round also passes through the east of the area. The wider network of 

public rights of way connects with the long distance footpaths.  There is a stretch of off road 

cycle route adjacent to the A45 west of Billing Aquadrome.  

 

2.6.26 The vegetated nature of the landscape gives a predominantly fairly enclosed feeling. Views 

tend to be shortened along the valley bottom and near to buildings and roads,   though vantage 

points from the edges of the LLCA, such as along the A428, give clear views over the shallow 

valley to Northampton beyond. 
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2.6.27 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of 

land: 

 

• Land Parcel 18d(i) comprises most of LLCA 18d, and therefore has broadly similar 

characteristics to the wider LLCA. 

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.6.28 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Weak. In places, gappy hedgerows and 

lack of hedgerow management undermines the landscape condition. There are also small areas 

where wear and tear, abuse or neglect of features such as fencing, railings and verges leads to 

poorer landscape condition, but this appears to be restricted to areas on the periphery of light 

industrial uses and on the fringes of Billing Aquadrome.  

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.6.29 The guidance in the following paragraphs only applies to the part of the LLCA within 

Northampton Borough. 

 

2.6.30 New development and changes to land management practices should be controlled or 

encouraged to conserve and enhance the simplicity of the open mixed farming and pastoral 

landscapes that characterise the undeveloped parts of the floodplain. Opportunities for further 

recreation/leisure sites to serve both local communities and visitors, and any expansion of the 

light industrial uses should be sensitively sited and designed to take account of the need to 

retain the character of this floodplain landscape. In view of flooding constraints and 

regulations, there is likely to be a presumption against development in many of these areas. 

Particular care is needed to integrate any change into the valley that is overlooked from the 

roads and PRoW network on more elevated land near to the periphery of the LLCA, with 

particular consideration of the longer views across the shallow valley available from these 

locations.  

 

2.6.31 Any mitigation of development should be in keeping with landscape character and should 

include hedgerows, copses and riparian planting to help integrate the development into the 

landscape. The enhancement of hedgerows to strengthen their visual contribution to the 

landscape as well as their biodiversity value should also be encouraged. 
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2.7 Limestone Valley Slopes 

 

LCT Description19 

 

Key Characteristics 

 

• Transitional landscape between the River Nene floodplain to the north, and the undulating 

claylands to the south, displaying characteristics of surrounding landscape character types; 

• Limestone geology evident in local buildings, often in combination with the locally 

prevalent ironstone. This provides a strong sense of connection with the underlying geology 

and memorable local landmarks and features; 

• Gently undulating farmed slopes bordering the Nene floodplain; 

• Expansive long distance views and wide panoramas northwards across the valley to 

neighbouring landscapes; 

• Predominance of arable land with small isolated areas of improved and semi-improved 

pasture; 

• Some woodland cover predominantly comprising small deciduous and occasionally 

coniferous shelterbelts as well as narrow, sinuous belts of woodland which extend along 

small watercourses, limiting the sense of exposure locally; 

• Fields predominantly medium to large, with small to medium sized pasture fields adjacent 

to villages; 

• Fields generally enclosed by hedgerows with intermittent mature hedgerow trees, often 

showing signs of decline; 

• Villages display close relationship to landform in their morphology and orientation; and 

• Communication routes principally limited to direct roads parallel to the course of the main 

river channel, and minor roads connecting small settlements; 

• Pylons form a noticeable vertical feature through this landscape. 

 

Landscape Guidelines 

 

• Landform, Hydrology and Views: 

- Conserve and enhance the appearance, integrity and quality of rivers and streams. Seek 

to avoid change that would compromise the characteristic pattern of watercourses and 

the relationship these have with topography and vegetation. 

- As appropriate, conserve the expansive and open character of locations in the landscape 

that afford views out to adjacent LCTs.  

• Land Management: 

                                                      
19 Adapted from Northamptonshire Current Landscape Character Assessment – 2006 
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- Conserve the distinctive patterning of arable fields created by hedged boundaries on 

elevated land and pasture in smaller fields close to settlement.  

- Conserve, restore and enhance hedgerows by sensitive management that encourages 

diversity with some hedgerow trees, whilst maintaining a neat network of boundaries 

that impart a sense of order, and of productive agriculture. 

- Discourage hedgerow removal and field amalgamation that lead to broader areas of 

monoculture, and a consequent reduction in the visual interest associated with the 

mosaic of fields and cropping patterns. 

• Woodland and Trees: 

- Conserve, and where appropriate, enhance the woodland cover across the landscape, 

particularly where it provides screening to adjacent large-scale development.  

• Settlement, Infrastructure and Built Form: 

- Conserve and restore buildings and their landscape setting, stone walls, and other 

features that express the local combination of limestone and ironstone geology, and 

strengthen the connection between built development and the underlying geology. 

- Encourage the use of locally sourced stone in new buildings. In the absence of viable 

quarrying, source appropriate reclaimed building stone for re-use. Seek wherever 

possible to respect and interpret local vernacular. 

- Ensure new building respects the local vernacular through the appropriate layout of 

building form in relation to the local streetscene, and in respect of scale and massing. 

- Conserve the rural character of the landscape around Northampton, and avoid visual, 

actual or perceptual coalescence of neighbouring settlements to maintain the integrity 

and identity of each. 

- Conserve and enhance the character and identity of individual settlements and seek to 

approve only new development that achieves this objective and makes a positive 

contribution to sense of place.  

- Create a vibrant and visually appealing urban fringe or interface that is functional and 

sensitive to variations in local landscape and townscape character without 

compromising views and integrity of the historic settlement core. 

 



Limestone Valley Slopes
12a - Great Houghton
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12a – Great Houghton  

 

Character Description 

 

2.7.1 The Great Houghton LLCA lies adjacent to the western edge of Northampton, between Nene 

Valley – the Washlands (18d) to the north, Cogenhoe (12b) to the east, and Brafield-on-the-

Green (6a) to the south. Landform is gently sloping towards the edge of Northampton and lacks 

any significant watercourses, but does contain a lake (Crescent Lake) to the east of the 

industrial estate and south of the dismantled railway. The western extents of the LLCA form a 

green corridor stretching into the urban area of Northampton, reaching as far as the southern 

edge of the Nene Valley – Delapre (18c).  

 

2.7.2 The landscape comprises a mosaic of land uses, with larger, arable fields away from the edge 

of Northampton. To the north of the dismantled railway is predominantly pasture, and there is 

a wide belt of woodland, scrub and open spaces adjacent to the edge of Northampton, which 

predominantly comprises Brackmills Country Park.  The woodland is mostly broadleaved and 

mixed in composition, and provides a local sense of enclosure, as well as acting as an effective 

screen between an industrial estate that forms the urban edge of Northampton, and the wider 

landscape. The westernmost extent of the LLCA is a golf course, with the wooded edges of the 

fairways, small copses and individual specimen trees providing, in combination with the 

country park, a consistency of character and screened edge to the industrial estate to the north. 

There are also shelterbelts associated with farms. 

 

2.7.3 The dismantled railway (Bedford-Northampton line) forms a distinctive tree lined corridor 

through this landscape, a short stretch of which, to the west of Great Houghton, has been 

converted to a cycle route. This connects Great Houghton, via the country park to the 

Brackmills Industrial Estate and wider Northampton urban area beyond.  

 

2.7.4 The village of Great Houghton lies within the eastern part of the LLCA. This lies along a small 

country road with a series of modern cu-de-sacs branching from it, with its historic core lying 

in its northern part, to the north of the dismantled railway. This historic core, which is a 

conservation area, is notable for its listed buildings, including the grade II* listed mid-18th 

century Church of St Mary the Virgin. 

 

2.7.5 Key transport corridors through the area include the A428 which forms the northern boundary 

of the LLCA, linking the wider district with the western edge of Northampton. Roads, both 

major and minor are predominantly screened to varying degrees by hedgerows and trees, 

although the condition of these is slightly variable. Though the roads are visually well 

screened, they are audible in some parts of the landscape, particularly in the north of the area 
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closer to the A428. It is more peaceful within the country park. There are a number of public 

rights of way in the LLCA. These connect Great Houghton to the wider landscape and 

Brackmills country park to the edge of Northampton; and there is a footpath which connects 

the edges of Hardingstone and Wooton, both of which lie on the urban edge of Northampton.   

 

2.7.6 The type of views available in this LLCA relate strongly to the proximity of vegetation, as the 

character is fairly enclosed, particularly within the country park. In the north of the LLCA, long 

views are possible across the Nene Valley, looking across eastern areas of Northampton. Views 

to the edge of Northampton are possible from paths and roads in the south and west of the 

LLCA, looking towards Wooton, and in the north, the edge of the industrial estate becomes 

apparent from the A428 when heading west. There are also views of industrial units when 

approaching the industrial estate along Landimore Road. 

 

2.7.7 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of 

land: 

 

• Land Parcel 12a(i) comprises most of LLCA 12a, and therefore has broadly similar 

characteristics to the wider LLCA. 

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.7.8 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The low clipped hedgerows to the 

agricultural fields are generally intact and make a positive contribution to the landscape. In 

places, poorly maintained hedgerows, occasional hedgerow gaps and worn grass verges on the 

larger roads near to the industrial estates slightly undermines the landscape condition.  

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.7.9 The guidance in the following paragraphs only applies to the part of the LLCA within 

Northampton Borough. 

 

2.7.10 New development and changes to land management should conserve and enhance the 

diversity of the landscape. The mosaic of grassland and woodland within the Brackmills 

Country Park should be maintained – this both provides a distinctive wooded edge and screen 

to the urban edge of Northampton, and provides a varied landscape experience for users.   

 

2.7.11 The landscape setting of Great Houghton, including the smaller fields close to the settlement 

edge, some of which are playing fields, the high hedgerows and hedgerow trees, and the green 

corridor of the dismantled railway should be conserved. Important views into and out of the 
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settlement should be maintained, such as that looking northwest leaving the village along the 

High Street.20 

 

2.7.12 The western edge of this landscape character area (north of the B526) is particularly vulnerable 

to development pressures and change due to its proximity to Northampton, including new 

residential development (South of Brackmills SUE). It is important, therefore, that where 

development is considered, its integration with the local landform and networks of vegetation 

is carefully considered, with particular reference to vegetation associated with the Brackmills 

Country Park. Where possible, new development should integrate with local vernacular 

building styles, materials, and layout, and the relationship of those properties to the street. 

Woodland cover, hedgerows and trees should also be retained wherever possible and 

conserved and enhanced to strengthen this resource and provide a buffer between the edge of 

Northampton and the wider landscape character area.  

 

                                                      
20 Great Houghton Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan, Consultation Draft, 2017 



Limestone Valley Slopes
12b - Cogenhoe
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12b Cogenhoe 

 

Character Description 

 

2.7.13 The Cogenhoe LLCA lies to the west Northampton, with Great Houghton (12a) between this 

LLCA and the urban edge. To the north is Nene Valley – the Washlands (18d) and to the south 

is Brafield-on-the-Green (6a). To the east is a wider area of Limestone Valley Slopes LCT, 

beyond the study area boundary. Landform is undulating and slopes towards the Nene Valley 

to the north, with the slopes cut by a number of small watercourses.  

 

2.7.14 The landscape comprises a mosaic of mixed agriculture, settlement and woodland. Fields are 

predominantly arable, with pasture close to settlements and on the steeper slopes to the Nene 

Valley. There are areas of remnant ridge and furrow scattered across the LLCA. Belts and blocks 

of woodland, predominantly deciduous in nature, are common, particularly along 

watercourses. Field boundaries are mostly low to medium height hedgerows, with relatively 

few hedgerow trees, though small copses are fairly common, which in combination with the 

woodlands give an intermittently wooded skyline.  

 

2.7.15 There are two settlements in the LLCA, Cogenhoe, and the smaller Little Horton. Both 

settlements have conservation areas around their historic cores, and a significant number of 

listed buildings. The remains of the historic settlement at Cogenhoe is centred on Church Street 

and upper Mill Lane with many of the earlier vernacular limestone properties dating from the 

17th century. The 13th century St Peter’s Church, a grade II* listed property is also limestone 

and ironstone. More modern residential roads form the western part of the settlement beyond 

the conservation area.  

 

2.7.16 The nucleated village of Little Horton has a historic core with distinctive buildings, generally 

constructed in limestone and ironstone, including the grade II* listed church of St Mary the 

Virgin. Open spaces and vegetation play a significant role in the character of the village and 

help to define its setting, including allowing for views out from the conservation area over the 

open fields and down to the River Nene. 

 

2.7.17 Key transport corridors through the area include the A428, which cuts through the 

southwestern part of the LLCA.  Other roads connecting the settlements are minor, with routes 

following the edge of the Nene Valley, such as Whiston Road. The screening of roads in this 

LLCA is variable, with some, such as stretches of Whiston Road well screened by high 

hedgerows and trees, and many others bounded by low hedgerows. The A428 is visually quite 

well screened, but is audible in parts of the landscape. The Nene Way and Northamptonshire 
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Round promoted routes both pass through Cogenhoe, and a number of other footpaths connect 

to adjacent settlement and the wide landscape. 

 

2.7.18 The topography of this landscape with its shallow valleys, and the adjacent wider Nene Valley 

give many opportunities for long views, particularly in the north and from more elevated 

positions. Views are possible across Northampton, and also further east towards Earls Barton, 

looking along the easternmost of the narrow valleys towards Whiston.  

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.7.19 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The low clipped hedgerows to the 

agricultural fields are generally intact and make a positive contribution to the landscape. In 

places, poorly maintained or gappy hedgerows slightly undermines the landscape condition.  
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2.8 Undulating Claylands 

 

LCT Description21 

 

Key Characteristics 

• Wide panoramic views across and looking out from elevated areas, although, in places the 

undulating landform creates more contained and intimate spaces. 

• A productive rural landscape with both arable and pastoral farming with the former often 

larger in scale. Improved and semi-improved pastures are sometimes present along narrow 

floodplains and sloping land bordering them, and are often more intricate and smaller in 

scale, with remnants of ridge and furrow evident in places. 

• Small deciduous copses and hedgerow trees are distinctive vertical elements in this 

predominantly open landscape, combining to create the sense of a well-treed character, 

particularly along linear features in the landscape such as roads and railways, and around 

areas of historic parkland. Where this coalescence of woodland and trees occurs on lower 

ground, the sense of enclosure results in the perception of a smaller scale landscape. 

• The linear pattern created by hedgerows emphasises the undulating character of the 

landscape with scattered hedgerow oak and ash trees. The hedgerow network is a 

distinctive feature within the landscape. 

• There are numerous villages located throughout the landscape character type. Settlement 

beyond the villages includes scattered farmsteads and isolated dwellings, located at the end 

of short access tracks and adjacent to the roadside. The settlement pattern is indicative of a 

quiet and deeply rural landscape focused on agricultural production. 

• Recreational opportunities include a network of PRoW such as the promoted Midshires 

Way and Northamptonshire Round. 

 

Landscape Guidelines 

 

• Landform and Views 

- Conserve wide panoramic views across the landscape from elevated areas through 

appropriate management of hedgerows. 

- Enhance the contrast between open elevated areas and more intimate and visually 

contained areas along shallow valleys by appropriate land management regimes and 

focusing any new planting in lower lying areas. 

• Land Management  

                                                      
21 Adapted from Daventry Landscape Character Assessment, 2017 
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- Conserve and enhance the characteristic patterns and distribution of agricultural land 

use on higher ground to further emphasise the relationship between land use and 

landform.  

- Conserve and enhance hedgerows by sensitive management that encourages diversity, 

whilst maintaining a neat network of boundaries. Replace post and wire fencing where 

possible and fill gaps in hedgerows with new hedgerow planting of appropriate species.  

• Woodland and Trees  

- Conserve the balance of small woodlands and farmland in the landscape by 

discouraging the planting of large scale woodlands.  

- Conserve the pattern of small-scale copses and hedgerow trees that contribute to the 

changing pattern, mosaic and perceived localised enclosure within the wider open 

character. Focus any appropriate new woodland planting on lower ground.  

- Conserve and enhance the characteristic pattern and composition of woodlands 

associated with historic and designed parklands.  

- Conserve the pattern of hedgerow trees and seek to encourage planting of new 

hedgerow trees along field boundaries and roads.  

• Heritage and Settlement  

- Conserve the limited development within the landscape and ensure where any new 

development is considered appropriate it reflects the local building vernacular and is not 

prominent within the landscape  

 



Undulating Claylands
6a - Brafield-on-the-Green
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6a Brafield-on-the-Green 

 

Character Description 

 

2.8.1 The Brafield–on-the-Green LLCA lies close to the southwestern edge of Northampton, with 

Great Houghton (12a) between this LLCA and the urban edge. To the south lies Piddington 

(6b), and to the east is an area of Limestone Valley Slopes LCT, Undulating Claylands LCT, and 

a large area of Low Wooded Clay Ridge LCT, which are beyond the study area boundary. 

Landform is predominantly gently undulating, with a number of shallow valleys cut by small 

watercourses across the landscape.     

 

2.8.2 This extensive agricultural landscape comprises a mosaic of arable and pasture, with 

occasional small blocks of woodland. The dismantled railway is a distinctive linear feature 

through the landscape, with woodland and scrub along much of its length. Field boundaries 

are predominantly low hedgerows, with occasional hedgerow trees, and these, in combination 

with the scattered woodland and linear green features including the railway, give a 

predominantly wooded skyline. A field parcel in the east of the area is in use as a solar farm. 

There are areas of remnant ridge and furrow scattered across the LLCA. 

 

2.8.3 There are two settlements in the LLCA, Brafield-on-the-Green in the northeast, and the northern 

part of Hackleton in the south.  Brafield-on-the-Green has a conservation area around its 

historic core, in the northwest of the village, centred around Lower End and Church Lane. 

Many of the early vernacular properties date from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

These are primarily built of limestone with some ironstone also present, including the grade II* 

listed church of St. Laurence. Open space is a defining characteristic of the conservation area, 

formed from properties around open green space and the registered common, adding to the 

rural character. The part of Hackleton that falls within this LLCA is predominantly comprised of 

20th century residential properties.  

 

2.8.4 Key transport corridors through the area include the A428, which cuts through the north of the 

LLCA, through Brafield-on-the-Green, and the B526, which forms the southern boundary of the 

LLCA.  Other roads connecting the settlements are minor, including the Horton Road/Brafield 

Road, which cuts north-south through the area. Roads in this LLCA are typically bounded by 

low hedgerows, which provide a limited degree of screening. There are a number of public 

rights of way across the area which connect settlements and the wider landscape. 

 

2.8.5 This landscape is predominantly flat to gently undulating, which, in combination with 

intermittent tree cover gives some opportunities for longer views. This includes long views from 
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west of the area looking south towards Preston Deanery, where wind turbines are visible near 

to the M1. Many views from this LLCA have a wooded skyline.  

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.8.6 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The low clipped hedgerows to the 

agricultural fields and various wooded areas are generally intact and make a positive 

contribution to the landscape. In places, occasional hedgerow gaps and pockets of poorer 

maintenance slightly undermines the landscape condition.  

 



Undulating Claylands
6b - Piddington
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6b Piddington 

 

Character Description 

 

2.8.7 The Piddington LLCA lies adjacent to the southwestern edge of Northampton, with Brafield-on-

the-Green (6a) to the north, Grange Park (6c) to the west, Courteenhall (6d) to the south west, 

and to the east is an area of Low Wooded Clay Ridge LCT, which is beyond the study area 

boundary. Landform is highest in the south, and gently undulating, with a number of shallow 

valleys cut by small watercourses across the landscape.     

 

2.8.8 The landscape comprises a mosaic of predominantly medium to large scale arable fields, with 

occasional smaller fields of pasture near to settlements or farmsteads. There is very little 

woodland in the area, with occasional small blocks or belts of deciduous woodland such as 

Preston Wood in the centre of the area. Field boundaries are predominantly hedgerows, with a 

significant number of hedgerow trees and small, narrow belts of woodland, making the 

landscape feel more enclosed in some places, such as around Preston Deanery. The dismantled 

railway in the south east of the area is a distinctive linear feature, with trees and scrub along 

much of its length, as well as high banking where the railway historically formed a bridge. 

There are areas of remnant ridge and furrow in the east of the LLCA. 

 

2.8.9 The small villages of Piddington and Quinton, the south side of the village of Hackleton and 

the hamlet of Preston Deanery, along with a number of scattered small farmsteads and other 

properties lie within the LLCA. Quinton is a small nucleated village, predominantly formed of 

20th century properties, but built up around the grade II* listed Church of John the Baptist, 

parts of which date to the 13th Century. Piddington is also predominantly made up of 20th 

century residential properties with some, much altered, traditional stone buildings remaining 

on Forest Road. The village also has a grade II* listed limestone and ironstone church, the 

Church of St, John the Baptist, part of which date to the 13th Century. The southern side of 

Hackleton which lies within the LLCA is predominantly comprised of residential properties, 

with a grade II listed public house, the White Hart, and a distinctive Baptist chapel.  

 

2.8.10 Transport corridors through the area are relatively minor, but the southern boundary of the area 

is defined by the M1, and the northern boundary by the B526, which runs through the centre of 

Hackleton. Both these main roads are generally quite well screened by vegetation, but are 

audible in places. The more minor roads through the area are predominantly bounded by low 

to medium height hedgerows with occasional hedgerow trees, though there are places without 

hedgerows or fences, such as parts of the road between Preston Deanery and Quinton. There 

are two long distance footpaths through this LLCA; the Midshires Way, which passess south of 

Piddington and Quinton; and the Northamptonshire Round, which passes through Piddington. 
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The wider network of public rights of way is extensive, and connects with the long distance 

paths and settlements.  

 

2.8.11 Long distance views are frequently available in this LLCA, such as from Preston Deanery Road, 

where the lack of hedgerows and topography allow long views across the fields towards 

Northampton. Wide panoramic views are also possible from the south of the area, south of 

Quinton. Views tend to be shorter around settlemetns, such as close to Preston Deanery, where 

the landscape is more enclosed.  

 

2.8.12 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of 

land: 

 

• Land Parcel 6b(i) comprises a very small field parcel, immediately adjacent to the edge of 

Northampton, and with locally moderate to weak landscape condition. It has a strong visual 

connection to the adjacent developed urban edge where there is little screening. 

• Land Parcel 6b(ii) comprises a very small field parcel, immediately adjacent to the edge of 

Northampton, and with locally moderate to weak landscape condition. It has a strong visual 

connection to the adjacent developed urban edge where there is little screening, though its outer edge 

is screened by vegetation. 

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.8.13 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The low clipped hedgerows to the 

agricultural fields and pockets of woodland are generally intact and make a positive 

contribution to the landscape. In places, field amalgamation, occasional hedgerow gaps and 

pockets of poorer maintenance slightly undermines the landscape condition.  

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.8.14 The guidance in the following paragraphs only applies to the part of the LLCA within 

Northampton Borough. 

 

2.8.15 New development or changes in land management practices should conserve the simplicity of 

the elements that define this generally quiet agricultural landscape. Intrusion of development 

onto more elevated land between watercourses (particularly in the south of this LLCA) should 

be resisted to retain the views to the wider landscape. Any new development that is introduced 

should make reference to the locality for particular details of local vernacular including 

building styles, materials, layout and arrangement of features to ensure it integrates into the 
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landscape. Development or agricultural practices should protect and conserve valued features 

from any further loss, including the irreplaceable areas of ridge and furrow. 

 

2.8.16 The landscape settings of Piddington, Quinton and Preston Deanery, including the smaller 

fields, thick hedgerows and hedgerow trees should be conserved and enhanced.  

 

2.8.17 The western edge of this landscape character area is particularly vulnerable to development 

pressures and change due to its proximity to Northampton. It is important, therefore, that where 

development is considered, its integration with the local landform and networks of vegetation 

is carefully considered. Where possible, new development should integrate with local 

vernacular building styles, materials, and layout, and the relationship of those properties to the 

street. Woodland cover, hedgerows and trees should also be retained wherever possible and 

conserved and enhanced to strengthen this resource and provide a buffer between the edge of 

Northampton and the wider landscape character area. Physical separation between Quinton 

and Preston Deanery and Northampton should also be maintained 

 



Undulating Claylands
6c - Grange Park
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6c Grange Park 

 

Character Description 

 

2.8.18 The Grange Park LLCA lies adjacent to the southern edge of Northampton, with Piddington (6b) 

Brafield-on-the-Green (6a) to the north, Grange Park (6c) to the west, Courteenhall (6d) to the 

south west, and to the east is an area of Low Wooded Clay Ridge LCT, which is beyond the 

study area boundary. Landform is highest in the south, and gently undulating, with a number of 

shallow valleys cut by small watercourses across the landscape.     

 

2.8.19 The predominantly residential Grange Park forms most of the southeastern part of the area, 

there are also a number of industrial units in the south, and in the parcel of land between 

Grange Park and the A45. To the west of the A45 is the Collingtree Park Golf Course, and in 

the northern part of the area is an undeveloped parcel of land, possibly used as pasture, on the 

floodplain, which forms a narrow green buffer between Grange Park and the southern edge of 

Northampton. There are some small areas of woodland, including a broadleaved plantation to 

the north of Bridge Meadow Way. The golf course is well integrated into the landscape, the 

fairways follow the contours of the land and are formed around the waterbodies in the north of 

the area, and the edges of the course have narrow belts of woodland, with smaller copses and 

individual specimen trees providing variety; all contributing to a sense of enclosure. There is a 

small area of arable land to the south of the golf course.  

 

2.8.20 Key transport corridors through the area include the broadly north-south oriented A45, linking 

the M1 with the southern edge of Northampton, and Quinton Road, which forms part of the 

eastern boundary of the LLCA. The M1 forms the southern boundary of the area. The M1 is 

well screened by belts of trees. Though this key road is visually well screened, it, and other 

roads through the area can be heard. Other main roads through the area have varying degrees 

of screening, with low or gappy hedgerows in places, and post and rail fencing. There is 

consistent screening by trees along the eastern edge of the golf course (adjacent to the A45). 

There is a public footpath cutting east-west through the area, and another along the stream that 

runs through the centre of the Grange Park estate, following this narrow green finger to the 

southern edge of Northampton.  

 

2.8.21 Views available in this LLCA are predominantly limited by proximity to vegetation or buildings 

as the character is fairly enclosed. In places in the north of the area there are slightly longer 

views looking along the floodplain. Views to the residential southern edge of Northampton are 

limited to the fields/roads directly adjacent to the edge of the town where there are occasional 

gaps in screening vegetation.  
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2.8.22 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of 

land: 

 

• Land Parcel 6c(i) comprises a golf course, and field parcel between the built up area of 

Grange Park and the edge of Northampton. It contains a relatively greater concentration of 

features that make a positive contribution to landscape character than the rest of the LLCA, such as the 

tree belts and woodland on the golf course. 

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.8.23 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The hedgerows and fenced field 

boundaries are generally well maintained, though where there is immature planting around 

newer development it is apparent that it will take time for mature screening to establish and 

appear softer and less regimented. In places, poor hedgerow management and long hedgerow 

gaps replaced with fencing slightly undermines the landscape condition.  

 

Landscape Strategy Guidance 

 

2.8.24 For the part of this LLCA within Northampton Borough, new development and changes to land 

management should conserve and enhance the diversity of the landscape, and opportunities 

should be taken to emphasise this variation within the landscape. The golf course provides a 

distinctive wooded edge, and in places buffer between Northampton and adjacent 

development, and this should be conserved.  

 

2.8.25 The northern edge of this landscape character area is particularly vulnerable to development 

pressures and change due to its proximity to Northampton, though the area around the golf 

course has been identified as structural greenspace associated with the Northampton South 

SUE, so is likely to be maintained as undeveloped. It is important that where development is 

considered, its integration with the local landform and remaining networks of vegetation is 

carefully considered. Woodland cover, hedgerows and trees should also be retained wherever 

possible and conserved and enhanced to strengthen this resource and provide a buffer between 

the edge of Northampton and the wider landscape character area. 

 



Undulating Claylands
6d - Courteenhall
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6d Courteenhall 

 

Character Description 

 

2.8.26 The Courteenhall LLCA lies to the south of Northampton beyond the M1, with Grange Park (6c) 

between this LLCA and the edge of the town.  Piddington (6b) is to the east, South of 

Collingtree (6e) to the west, and to the south is a wider area of Undulating Claylands LCT, 

which is beyond the study area boundary. Landform is highest in the south, and gently 

undulating, with small waterbodies associated with a stream and the historic parkland.    

 

2.8.27 The dominant feature of this LLCA is the grade II listed parkland of Courteenhall. The grade II* 

listed house at Courteenhall stands on high ground towards the centre of the roughly circular 

park c. 1km in diameter. The northern third of the park is arable; a few parkland trees survive 

in the fields sloping down to Washbrook Lane east of Watermill Spinney. The arable land is 

largely separated from the rest of the park by a broad belt of ornamental planting of the mid to 

late C20. Other plantation belts lie along the west and south boundaries of the park. The 

central and southern parts of the park are grassland, almost all of it permanent pasture, with 

parkland and specimen trees. There is evidence of ridge and furrow, especially north, east and 

south of the hall.22   

 

2.8.28 Outside the registered park, the landscape within this LLCA is predominantly arable, with some 

pasture in the south east of the area. Woodland is also a feature with a long belt of mixed 

woodland along the side of the M1, and further blocks and belts of woodland scattered across 

the LLCA, including the predominantly deciduous Hereward’s Cover in the south east. The 

village at Courteenhall, which is predominantly still owned by the estate, lies in the centre of 

the area, and has a conservation area covering most of its properties, which includes the grade 

II* listed Church of St. Peter and St. Paul, parts of which date to the 13th Century. Limestone is 

the dominant building material in the village.  

 

2.8.29 Roads through the area are few and minor, though the M1 forms the eastern boundary of the 

LLCA, and the A508 the western boundary. Both of these roads are predominantly well 

screened by vegetation, though are audible in places. The local roads are bounded with low to 

medium height hedgerows, which in places are gappy, with some short stretches of hedge 

replaced by fencing. There are very few public rights of way in the area, with a couple of 

footpaths connecting Courteenhall village to the settlement of Roade to the south, and to the 

wider countryside.  

 

                                                      
22 Historic England List Entry - Courteenhall - https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1001029  

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1001029
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2.8.30 The tree cover in this landscape gives only limited opportunities for views, which are usually 

restricted to adjacent field parcels. There is some visual connection with the conservation area 

in the village and the estate/house.  

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.8.31 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The well managed hedgerows and 

frequent hedgerow trees around the agricultural fields, and pockets of woodland are generally 

intact and make a positive contribution to the landscape. In places, occasional hedgerow gaps 

and regular, uncharacteristic tree planting slightly undermines the landscape condition.  

 



Undulating Claylands
6e - South of Collingtree
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6e South of Collingtree 

 

Character Description 

 

2.8.32 The South of Collingtree LLCA lies to the south of Northampton beyond the M1, with Grange 

Park (6c) and Milton Malsor (13g) between this LLCA and the edge of the town.  Collingtree 

(6d) is to the east, and to the south is Blisworth (6f) and also a wider area of Undulating 

Claylands LCT, which is beyond the study area boundary. Landform is highest to the south, and 

gently undulating, with a distinctive railway cutting through the hills in the south.    

 

2.8.33 The landscape south of Collingtree is an arable landscape, with blocks and sinuous belts of 

woodland that are often associated with watercourses. The woodlands are predominantly 

deciduous. There is little settlement in the area other than scattered farmsteads and isolated 

properties, predominantly concentrated in the south of the area. Fields are predominantly 

bounded by low hedgerows or banks with wide belts of scrub and plantation, and scattered 

and hedgerow trees are common. 

 

2.8.34 Key transport corridors through the area include two branches of the west coast mainline 

railway, which splits just to the south of the area. The railway lines sit in well vegetated, deep 

cuttings (Roade cutting) in the south, where they emerge through higher ground. There are few 

roads through the area, with only Courteenhall Road in the south cutting across the edge of the 

ridge and over the railway. The M1 motorway forms the northern boundary of the LLCA, and 

the A508 the eastern boundary. Both these main roads are well screened, but audible in places 

through the landscape. There are a small number of public footpaths in this area, linking 

settlements outside the LLCA with the wider landscape. 

 

2.8.35 Views in this landscape are predominantly limited by proximity of vegetation, which often 

limits visibility beyond adjacent field parcels. Some long views are available from the south of 

the area on slightly higher ground looking north towards Northampton.  

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.8.36 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The predominantly well managed 

hedgerows and frequent hedgerow trees around the agricultural fields, and pockets of 

woodland are generally intact and make a positive contribution to the landscape. However, 

occasional gaps in belts of hedgerow trees, and fragmented nature of the landscape due to the 

number of significant transport corridors undermines the landscape condition. 

 

 



Undulating Claylands
6f - Blisworth
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6f  Blisworth 

 

Character Description 

 

2.8.37 The Blisworth LLCA lies approximately 3.2km to the south of Northampton beyond the M1, 

with Grange Park (6c), South of Collingtree (6e) and Milton Malsor (13g) between this LLCA 

and the edge of the town.  Gayton (13f) is to the north west, and surrounding the southern edge 

of the LLCA is a wider area of Undulating Claylands LCT, which is beyond the study area 

boundary. Landform is undulating, with a wide ridge running broadly east-west through the 

LLCA. A number of small watercourses cut through the slopes of this landform, with a larger 

valley cutting into the north face of the ridge through Blisworth, where the Blisworth Tunnel on 

the Grand Union Canal also begins.  

 

2.8.38 The Blisworth LLCA is a predominantly agricultural landscape, with a mix of predominantly 

larger arable and smaller pastoral fields.  Field boundaries are predominantly low hedgerow, 

with occasional hedgerow trees, and with occasional stock or tape fencing, often associated 

with equestrian uses. In places hedgerows are gappy or poorly maintained. There is a large 

field parcel in the east of the area, south of Knock Lane, which has been converted to a solar 

farm. Woodland in this area is limited to small blocks and belts, sometimes associated with 

watercourses or farmsteads. There is also a significant block of woodland around the entrance 

to the Blisworth tunnel in the north of the area. 

 

2.8.39 Much of the settlement of Blisworth, including parts of the conservation area associated with 

the Grand Union Canal, fall within this LLCA. The Blisworth conservation area encompasses 

much of the settlement along the High Street and Stoke Road, and includes a number of listed 

properties, such as the grade II* listed Church of St. John the Baptist, parts of which date to the 

14ht Century. Other than Blisworth, settlement in the area includes scattered farmsteads and 

isolated properties.  

 

2.8.40 Key transport corridors through the area include the A43 in the west, and a short stretch of the 

west coast mainline railway, which forms part of the eastern boundary of the LLCA. Other 

roads through the area are more minor, including the distinctively straight Stoke Road, which 

cuts through the centre of the LLCA, following the alignment of the Grand Union Canal 

Blisworth tunnel. The roads have a variety of boundary treatments, predominantly hedgerows, 

but the height and condition of these is variable. There are a number of public rights of way 

through the LLCA, including the promoted Northamptonshire Round, Midshires Way, and 

Grand Union Canal Walk routes. 
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2.8.41 The undulating nature of the landform in this area means most views are limited to the adjacent 

two or three field parcels, with some opportunities for longer views over the narrow valleys, 

such as heading northwards on Stoke Road towards Blisworth.  

 

Landscape Condition 

 

2.8.42 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The predominantly well managed 

hedgerows and frequent hedgerow trees around the agricultural fields, and small pockets of 

woodland are generally intact and make a positive contribution to the landscape. However, 

occasional gaps in hedgerows, field amalgamation, and varying degrees of hedgerow 

maintenance undermine the landscape condition. 
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3.0 LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY ASSESSMENT 

 

3.1 General 

 

3.1.1 Informed by the findings of the Landscape Character Assessment from Section 2.0, this section 

sets out advice on the sensitivity of LLCAs within the Study Area to development-led change.  

The Landscape Sensitivity Assessment also includes recommendations on the potential capacity 

of landscapes within Northampton Borough to accommodate development, which can be used 

to inform the assessment and allocation of sites for the emerging Northampton Borough Local 

Plan Part 2. 

 

3.2 Landscape Sensitivity within Study Area 

 

3.2.1 The assessment of the sensitivity of LLCAs within the Study Area to development-led change is 

set out on Table 1 and illustrated spatially on Figure 3.1.  This should be read in conjunction 

with the methodology and assessment criteria set out in Section 1.4.  

 

3.3 Landscape Capacity of Land within Northampton Borough 

 

3.3.1 The assessment of the potential capacity of landscapes within Northampton Borough to 

accommodate development is set out on Table 1 and illustrated spatially on Figure 3.2.  This 

should be read in conjunction with the methodology and assessment criteria set out in Section 

1.4.  
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Table 1 – Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Assessment 

 

LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY WITHIN THE STUDY AREA LANDSCAPE CAPACITY OF LAND WITHIN NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH 

Local Landscape 
Character Area 
(see Figure 2.9) 

County 
Landscape 
Character Type 
(see Figure 2.9) 

Landscape Value  
Overall Landscape Sensitivity  
(see Figure 3.1) 

Land 
Parcel  

Indicative Landscape Capacity  
(see Figure 3.2) 

Recommended 
Development 
Scale23 

4a Harlestone Heath 
Rolling Ironstone 
Valley Slopes 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Value  
 
Justification: LLCA 4a is evaluated as being of Medium-High 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the moderate to good landscape condition, and 
presence of the historic villages at Harlestone and Lower 
Harlestone, which contribute to its strength of character. The 
woodland at Harlestone Heath, which is also a Local Wildlife Site, 
is a distinctive and unusual feature within the landscape context.  
Although the scenic quality of the landscape is quite variable, and 
there is a low sense of tranquillity in some places due to the 
presence of the A428, the LLCA is of value for recreational 
activity. 

Category: Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 4a is evaluated as being of 
Medium Landscape Sensitivity. This is due to its 
medium-high landscape value; largely recent 
time depth in combination with the presence of 
distinctive features, which contributes to its 
strength of character; and the predominantly 
apparent landform and enclosed tree cover, 
which largely makes intervisibility fairly low.   
 

4a(i) 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification: Land Parcel 4a(i) is evaluated as being of Medium-
High Landscape Capacity. The land parcel is significantly less 
sensitive and has a lower value than the LLCA taken as a whole, as it 
lacks the distinctive features, recreational value and scenic quality 
found in other places within LLCA 4a. Large-scale and/or 

Small-scale 

4b The Bramptons 
Rolling Ironstone 
Valley Slopes 

Category:  Medium-High Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 4b is evaluated as being of Medium-High 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including its moderate to good landscape condition, and the 
presence of the historic villages at Church Brampton and Chapel 
Brampton, which contribute to its strength of character.  The area 
also has high scenic quality and a strong sense of tranquillity in 
places further from main transport routes. The LLCA is of value for 
recreational activity.  

Category: Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 4b is evaluated as being of 
Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its medium-high landscape value; largely 
19th century or later time depth, in combination 
with the presence of distinctive features, which 
contributes to its strength of character; and the 
predominantly apparent landform and 
intermittent tree cover, which largely makes 
intervisibility moderate.   

N/A N/A N/A 

4c Pitsford 
Rolling Ironstone 
Valley Slopes 

Category:  Medium Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 4c is evaluated as being of Medium Landscape 
Value. This is due to a combination of factors, including the 
presence of the historic village at Pitsford, which contributes to its 
strength of character.  Although, the LLCA has moderate to weak 
landscape condition, and fairly limited recreational value, it does 
have a sense of tranquillity in some places further from the main 
transport routes. 

Category: Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 4c is evaluated as being of 
Medium Landscape Sensitivity. This is due to its 
medium landscape value; largely 19th century 
or later historic time depth, in combination with 
the presence of some distinctive features, which 
contributes to its strength of character; and the 
predominantly apparent landform and 
intermittent tree cover, which largely makes 
intervisibility moderate. 

N/A N/A N/A 

4d Boughton & 
Moulton 

Rolling Ironstone 
Valley Slopes 

Category: High Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 4d is evaluated as being of High Landscape 
Value. This is due to a combination of factors, including the 
presence of the historic villages at Boughton and Moulton, which 
contribute to its strength of character.  The historic parkland at 
Boughton, which is partly a LWS, is a high value, distinctive 
feature in the landscape.  Although the landscape condition is 
moderate, the high scenic quality of the landscape, the sense of 
tranquillity in some places further from main transport routes, and 
value for recreational activity, contribute to the high landscape 
value. 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 4d is evaluated as being of 
Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its high landscape value; largely 18th-19th 
Century or later time depth, in combination 
with the presence of some unique or rare 
features, which contributes to its strength of 
character; and the predominantly apparent 
landform and intermittent tree cover which 
largely makes intervisibility moderate. 

4d(i) 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification: Land Parcel 4d(i) is evaluated as being of Medium-
High Landscape Capacity. Whilst the land parcel falls within an area 
of 18th-19th Century historic fields (nb. as assessed in 2006), the 
surroundings of this small parcel of land, which lies adjacent to the 
current urban edge, are already developed or currently undergoing 
development. The character of this land parcel and its environs, 
which lack distinctive features, are therefore undergoing 
fundamental change to their character, reducing the landscape 
sensitivity and value relative to the rest of LLCA 4d. 

Small-scale  

                                                      
23 Large-scale: More than 50 dwellings comprising 55% residential at 30 to 35 dwellings/ha and up to 3 storeys in height; 33% open space; 12% community uses (including primary school and local centre); Small-scale: Up to 50 dwellings at 35-40 dwellings/ha and up to 3 storeys in height 
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LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY WITHIN THE STUDY AREA LANDSCAPE CAPACITY OF LAND WITHIN NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH 

Local Landscape 
Character Area 
(see Figure 2.9) 

County 
Landscape 
Character Type 
(see Figure 2.9) 

Landscape Value  Overall Landscape Sensitivity  
(see Figure 3.1) 

Land 
Parcel  

Indicative Landscape Capacity  
(see Figure 3.2) 

Recommended 
Development 
Scale23 

4e Overstone Park 
Rolling Ironstone 
Valley Slopes 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Value 
 
Justification:  LLCA 4e is evaluated as being of Medium-High 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the presence of the historic village at Sywell, which 
contributes to its strength of character.  The LLCA is of value for 
recreational activity, and the reservoir in the Country Park is a 
LWS and distinctive feature in the landscape. Although the 
landscape condition is moderate to weak, the high scenic quality 
of the landscape, and the sense of tranquillity in some places 
further from main transport routes also contribute positively to 
landscape value. 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 4e is evaluated as being of 
Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its medium-high landscape value; largely 
18th-19th Century or later time depth, in 
combination with the presence of some 
distinctive features, which contributes to its 
strength of character; and the predominantly 
apparent landform and intermittent tree cover, 
which largely makes intervisibility moderate.   

4e(i) 

Category: Medium Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification: Land Parcel 4e(i) is evaluated as being of Medium 
Landscape Capacity. Whilst the land parcel falls adjacent to an area 
of more sensitive and valuable historic landscape, the Parcel itself is 
assessed as modern fields, and has urban development on 3 sides, 
with scattered development to its north. The character of this land 
parcel and its environs is also enclosed (the LLCA as a whole has 
intermittent tree cover), decreasing the landscape sensitivity of the 
small land parcel. 

Small-scale  

4f Ecton 
Rolling Ironstone 
Valley Slopes 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 4f is evaluated as being of Medium-High 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the presence of the historic village at Ecton and the 
remnants of the historic park around Ecton Hall, including 
woodland, which contribute to strength of character.  Although 
the landscape condition is moderate, the high scenic quality of the 
landscape, the sense of tranquillity in some places further from 
main transport routes, and the recreational value of the LLCA also 
contribute positively to landscape value. 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 4f is evaluated as being of 
Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its medium-high landscape value; largely 
18th-19th Century or later time depth, in 
combination with the presence of some 
distinctive features, which contributes to its 
strength of character; and the predominantly 
apparent landform and intermittent tree cover, 
which largely makes intervisibility moderate.   

N/A N/A N/A 

5a East of Pitsford Clay Plateau 

Category: Low-Medium Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 5a is evaluated as being of Low-Medium 
Landscape Value. This is due to the predominant lack of features 
of significant value.  There are some scattered features of interest, 
including occasional stretches of dry stone walling as field 
boundaries. Although in places the landscape has some scenic 
quality and there is some sense of tranquillity in places further 
from main transport routes, landscape condition is moderate to 
weak, and the recreational value of the LLCA is limited. 

Category: Low-Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 5a is evaluated as being of 
Low-Medium Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its low-medium landscape value; largely 
recent time depth, in combination with the 
presence of few distinctive features, which 
contributes to its limited strength of character; 
and the predominantly apparent landform and 
open tree cover, which largely makes 
intervisibility fairly high.   

N/A N/A N/A 

17a Brampton Arm 
Valley & Kingsthorpe 
Meadow 

River Valley 
Floodplain 

Category: Medium Landscape Value 
  
Justification: LLCA 17a is evaluated as being of Medium 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the presence of the Northampton and Lamport Heritage 
Railway.  Landscape condition is moderate, and the scenic quality 
of the landscape, the sense of tranquillity in some pockets further 
from main transport routes, and the recreational value of the LLCA 
contribute positively to landscape value. 

Category: Low-Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 17a is evaluated as being of 
Low-Medium Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its medium landscape value; largely recent 
time depth, in combination with the presence of 
some distinctive features, which contributes to 
its strength of character; and the predominantly 
insignificant landform and intermittent tree 
cover, which largely makes intervisibility fairly 
low.   

17a(i) 

Category: Medium Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification: Land Parcel 17a(i) is evaluated as being of Medium 
Landscape Capacity. The Landscape Value and Landscape 
Sensitivity Assessments for this Parcel are broadly the same as for the 
LLCA, a large part of which falls within the NBC area, with many of 
the features and characteristics which give LLCA 17a its 
Value/Sensitivity continuing into this Land Parcel. Therefore 
Landscape Value is Medium, and Sensitivity is Medium, giving a 
Landscape Capacity of Medium. 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 
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LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY WITHIN THE STUDY AREA LANDSCAPE CAPACITY OF LAND WITHIN NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH 

Local Landscape 
Character Area 
(see Figure 2.9) 

County 
Landscape 
Character Type 
(see Figure 2.9) 

Landscape Value  Overall Landscape Sensitivity  
(see Figure 3.1) 

Land 
Parcel  

Indicative Landscape Capacity  
(see Figure 3.2) 

Recommended 
Development 
Scale23 

13a Holdenby 
Undulating Hills 
& Valleys 

Category: Medium Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 13a is evaluated as being of Medium 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the scenic quality of the landscape, the sense of 
tranquillity further from the main transport routes, and the LLCA is 
of value for recreational activity. Landscape condition is good, 
and the LLCA also forms part of the wider landscape setting to the 
historic parkland at Holdenby House. 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 13a is evaluated as being of 
Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its medium landscape value; largely recent 
time depth, in combination with the presence of 
some distinctive features, which contributes to 
its strength of character; and the predominantly 
apparent landform and open tree cover, which 
largely makes intervisibility fairly high.   

N/A N/A N/A 

13b Althorpe Park  
Undulating Hills 
& Valleys 

Category: High Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 13b is evaluated as being of High Landscape 
Value. This is due to the presence of the historic parkland, Althorp 
Park, which is in good condition.  The historic parkland and 
house at Althorp has been owned by the aristocratic Spencer 
family for more than 500 years, and has undergone various 
development and significant change through that time. Today, the 
parkland is predominantly pasture, with a series of gardens and 
pleasure grounds around the main house, which originally dates 
to the early 16th century. It is probably best known in 
contemporary culture as the burial place of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. The scenic quality of the landscape, and the sense of 
tranquillity also contribute positively to landscape value. 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 13b is evaluated as being of 
Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its high landscape value; largely 18th-19th 
Century or later time depth time depth, in 
combination with the presence of some unique 
or rare features, which contributes to its strength 
of character; and the predominantly dominant 
landform and enclosed tree cover, which largely 
makes intervisibility moderate.   

N/A N/A N/A 

13c Nobottle 
Undulating Hills 
& Valleys 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 13c is evaluated as being of Medium-High 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the presence of part of the historic Althorp Park, and the 
edge of the historic village at Harlestone in the north, both 
contributing to strength of character due to their remnant features.  
The scenic quality of the landscape and its good condition, the 
sense of tranquillity in places further from main transport routes, 
and recreational value also contribute positively to landscape 
value. 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 13c is evaluated as being of 
Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its medium-high landscape value; largely 
19th Century or later time depth, in 
combination with the presence of some 
distinctive features, which contributes to its 
strength of character; and the predominantly 
apparent landform and intermittent tree cover, 
which largely makes intervisibility moderate.   

N/A N/A N/A 

13d Harpole 
Undulating Hills 
& Valleys 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 13d is evaluated as being of Medium-High 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the presence of the historic village at Harpole, which 
contributes to strength of character.  Although landscape 
condition is moderate, the scenic quality of the landscape, the 
sense of tranquillity in places further from main transport routes, 
and recreational value also contribute positively to landscape 
value. 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 13d is evaluated as being of 
Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its medium-high landscape value; largely 
18th- 19th Century or later time depth, in 
combination with the presence of some 
distinctive features, which contributes to its 
strength of character; and the predominantly 
dominant landform and intermittent tree cover, 
which largely makes intervisibility fairly high. 

13d(i) 

Category: Low-Medium Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification:  Land Parcel 13d(i) is evaluated as being of Low-
Medium landscape capacity. Whilst the land parcel is currently 
undergoing change due to the current development in the west of 
the area, the parcel is identified as predominantly 19th Century in 
time-depth, and has a number of features in the east of the area that 
make a positive contribution to landscape character, including 
distinctive listed buildings, high boundary walls, and small blocks 
and belts of woodland. The scheduled Upton medieval village and 
17th century garden earthworks, in the south east of the area, 
demonstrates survival of a well-defined and particularly complete 
record of an abandoned medieval settlement and remains of 
associated ridge and furrow, contributing to the landscape value and 
sensitivity. These local factors, and the generally scenic quality and 
moderate condition of the land parcel are thus judged to give a 
landscape sensitivity of medium-high, value of medium-high, and 
capacity of low-medium. 

Small-scale 
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LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY WITHIN THE STUDY AREA LANDSCAPE CAPACITY OF LAND WITHIN NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH 

Local Landscape 
Character Area 
(see Figure 2.9) 

County 
Landscape 
Character Type 
(see Figure 2.9) 

Landscape Value  Overall Landscape Sensitivity  
(see Figure 3.1) 

Land 
Parcel  

Indicative Landscape Capacity  
(see Figure 3.2) 

Recommended 
Development 
Scale23 

13e Rothersthorpe 
Undulating Hills 
& Valleys 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 13e is evaluated as being of Medium-High 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the presence of the historic village at Rothersthorpe, 
which contributes to strength of character.  The Grand Union 
Canal, including a short stretch with a number of locks, is also a 
distinctive historic feature in the landscape. The LLCA is of value 
for recreational activity. Although the M1 motorway locally 
encroaches upon sense of tranquillity, and the landscape 
condition is moderate; the scenic quality of the landscape and the 
sense of tranquillity in places further from main transport routes 
contribute positively to landscape value.  

Category: Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 13e is evaluated as being of 
Medium Landscape Sensitivity. This is due to its 
medium-high landscape value; largely 19th 
Century or later time depth, in combination 
with the presence of some distinctive features, 
which contributes to its strength of character; 
and the predominantly insignificant landform 
and intermittent tree cover, which largely makes 
intervisibility fairly low. 

13e(i) 

Category: High Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification:  Land Parcel 13e(i) is evaluated as being of High 
Landscape Capacity. Whilst the land parcel falls within an area 
identified as having medium-high value and medium sensitivity, this 
Parcel within the LLCA lacks the distinctive features found in the 
wider area, has recent time depth and has moderate to weak 
landscape condition. The parcel also has a significant quantity of 
industrial development already present, and the scenic quality of the 
area is fairly low. These local factors within the land parcel are thus 
judged to significantly reduce landscape sensitivity and value 
relative to LLCA 13e as a whole, giving a capacity of high. 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

13e(ii) 

Category: High Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification:  Land Parcel 13e(ii) is evaluated as being of High 
Landscape Capacity. Whilst the land parcel falls within an area 
identified as having medium-high value and medium sensitivity, this 
Parcel within the LLCA lacks the distinctive features found in the 
wider area, has recent time depth and has moderate to weak 
landscape condition. The parcel also has a significant quantity of 
industrial development already present, and the scenic quality of the 
area is fairly low. These local factors within the land parcel are thus 
judged to significantly reduce landscape sensitivity and value 
relative to LLCA 13e as a whole, giving a capacity of high. 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

13f Gayton 
Undulating Hills 
& Valleys 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 13f is evaluated as being of Medium-High 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the presence of the historic village at Gayton, which 
contributes to strength of character.  The dismantled railway is 
also a distinctive historic feature in this landscape. Landscape 
condition is moderate to good, the scenic quality of the 
landscape, and the sense of tranquillity in places further from 
main transport routes contribute positively to the landscape value. 
The LLCA is also of value for recreational activity.  

Category: High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 13f is evaluated as being of 
High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due to its 
medium-high landscape value; largely 19th 
Century or later time depth, in combination 
with the presence of some distinctive features, 
which contributes to its strength of character; 
and the predominantly dominant landform and 
intermittent tree cover, which largely makes 
intervisibility fairly high. 

N/A N/A N/A 
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LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY WITHIN THE STUDY AREA LANDSCAPE CAPACITY OF LAND WITHIN NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH 

Local Landscape 
Character Area 
(see Figure 2.9) 

County 
Landscape 
Character Type 
(see Figure 2.9) 

Landscape Value  Overall Landscape Sensitivity  
(see Figure 3.1) 

Land 
Parcel  

Indicative Landscape Capacity  
(see Figure 3.2) 

Recommended 
Development 
Scale23 

13g Milton Malsor  
Undulating Hills 
& Valleys 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 13g is evaluated as being of Medium-High 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the presence of the historic villages of Milton Malsor 
and Collingtree, which contribute to strength of character.  A short 
stretch of the Grand Union Canal also cuts through the south of 
the LLCA. Although landscape condition is moderate, and the M1 
motorway and the railway line encroach upon sense of tranquillity 
and landscape connectivity; scenic quality in places away from 
transport corridors, and recreational value contribute positively to 
landscape value. 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 13g is evaluated as being of 
Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its medium-high landscape value; largely 
18th-19th Century or later time depth, in 
combination with the presence of some 
distinctive features, which contributes to its 
strength of character; and the predominantly 
apparent landform and intermittent tree cover, 
which largely makes intervisibility moderate.  . 

13g(i) 

Category: Medium Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification: Land Parcel 13g(i) is evaluated as being of Medium 
Landscape Capacity. Whilst the land parcel falls within an LLCA 
identified as having medium-high value and medium-high 
sensitivity, this Parcel within the LLCA lacks some of the distinctive 
features found in the wider area, and has predominantly recent time 
depth, though there is some localised evidence of remnant ridge and 
furrow. These local factors within the land parcel are thus judged to 
reduce both landscape sensitivity and value to medium, lower than 
LLCA 13g as a whole, giving a capacity of medium. 
 
 
 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

13g(ii) 

Category: Low-Medium Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification: Land Parcel 13g(ii) is evaluated as being of Low-
Medium Landscape Capacity. The landscape value and landscape 
sensitivity assessments for this Parcel are broadly the same as for the 
wider LLCA 13g, with many of the features and characteristics which 
give the LLCA its value and sensitivity continuing into this Land 
Parcel, including the historic settlement at Collingtree and the 18th-
19th century time-depth found across much of the parcel. Therefore 
landscape value is medium-high, and sensitivity is medium-high, 
giving a landscape capacity of low-medium. 

Small-scale 

18a Nene Valley – 
Kislingbury 

Broad River 
Valley Floodplain 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Value 
  
Justification: LLCA 18a is evaluated as being of Medium-High 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the presence of the historic village at Kislingbury, which 
contributes to strength of character.  Although landscape 
condition is moderate, and the M1 motorway encroaches upon 
sense of tranquillity nearby; the scenic quality of the landscape, 
and the sense of tranquillity in places further from main transport 
routes contribute positively to landscape value. The LLCA is of 
value for recreational activity. 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 18a is evaluated as being of 
Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its medium-high landscape value; largely 
18th-19th Century or later time depth, in 
combination with the presence of some 
distinctive features, which contributes to its 
strength of character; and the predominantly 
apparent landform and intermittent tree cover, 
which largely makes intervisibility moderate.   

N/A N/A N/A 

18b Nene Valley - 
Hunsbury Meadows 

Broad River 
Valley Floodplain 

Category: Medium Landscape Value  
 
Justification: LLCA 18b is evaluated as being of Medium 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the presence of the Grand Union Canal along much of 
its southern boundary. The mosaic of water bodies, many of 
which have biodiversity as well as landscape value (including the 
Storton's Pits Nature Reserve), small blocks of woodland, and 
linear water features, both man-made and natural makes this 
LLCA particularly distinctive.  Although condition is moderate to 
weak, the landscape has scenic quality where views are afforded 
along the valley. The LLCA is of value for recreational activity. 

Category: Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 18b is evaluated as being of 
Medium Landscape Sensitivity. This is due to its 
medium landscape value; largely 19th Century 
or later time depth, in combination with the 
presence of some distinctive features, which 
contributes to its strength of character; and the 
predominantly apparent landform and 
intermittent tree cover, which largely makes 
intervisibility moderate.   

18b(i) 

Category: Medium Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification: Land Parcel 18b(i) is evaluated as being of Medium 
Landscape Capacity. The landscape value and landscape sensitivity 
Assessments for this Parcel are broadly the same as for LLCA 18b, 
which falls predominantly within the NBC area. Therefore landscape 
value is medium, and sensitivity is medium, giving a landscape 
capacity of medium. 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 
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(see Figure 2.9) 
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(see Figure 2.9) 

Landscape Value  Overall Landscape Sensitivity  
(see Figure 3.1) 

Land 
Parcel  

Indicative Landscape Capacity  
(see Figure 3.2) 

Recommended 
Development 
Scale23 

18c Nene Valley - 
Delapre  

Broad River 
Valley Floodplain 

Category: High Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 18c is evaluated as being of High Landscape 
Value. This is due to the presence of the historic 'Battle of 
Northampton, 1460' battlefield, as well as the historic Delapre 
Abbey and its associated grounds. The battlefield was the site of a 
major battle during the Wars of the Roses, won by the Yorkists. 
The abbey, a neo-classical mansion and outbuildings 
incorporating the remains of a former monastery, has a series of 
gardens and extensive parkland, including a lake.  Although 
landscape condition is moderate, the scenic quality of the 
landscape contributes positively to its value. The LLCA is also of 
significant value for recreational activity.  

Category: Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 18c is evaluated as being of 
Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its high landscape value; largely 18th-19th 
Century or later time depth, in combination 
with the presence of some unique or rare 
features, which contributes to its strength of 
character; and the predominantly insignificant 
landform and intermittent tree cover which 
largely makes intervisibility fairly low. 

18c(i) 

Category: Low-Medium Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification: Land Parcel 18c(i) is evaluated as being of Low-
Medium Landscape Capacity. The landscape value and landscape 
sensitivity assessments for this Parcel are the same as for LLCA 18c, 
which falls completely within the NBC area. Therefore landscape 
value is high, and sensitivity is medium-high, giving a landscape 
capacity of low-medium. 

Small-scale 

18d Nene Valley – 
The Washlands 

Broad River 
Valley Floodplain 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 18d is evaluated as being of Medium-High 
Landscape Value. This is due to the presence of a large number of 
distinctive waterbodies, some of which are of notable biodiversity 
value, including an SPA at the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits. 
Despite the moderate to weak landscape condition, the LLCA is of 
value for recreational activity. 

Category: Low-Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 18d is evaluated as being of 
Low-Medium Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its medium-high landscape value; largely 
19th Century or later time depth, in 
combination with the presence of some 
distinctive features, which contributes to its 
strength of character; and the predominantly 
insignificant landform and intermittent tree 
cover, which largely makes intervisibility fairly 
low. 

18d(i) 

Category: Medium Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification: Land Parcel 18d(i) is evaluated as being of Medium 
Landscape Capacity. The landscape value and landscape sensitivity 
assessments for this Parcel are broadly the same as for LLCA 18d, 
which falls predominantly within the NBC area. Therefore landscape 
value is medium-high, and sensitivity is low-medium, giving a 
landscape capacity of medium. 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

12a Great Houghton 
Limestone Valley 
Slopes 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 12a is evaluated as being of Medium-High 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the presence of the historic village at Great Houghton, 
which contributes to its strength of character. The woodland, 
scrub and open spaces which comprise the Brackmills Country 
Park are a distinctive feature in the landscape.  Despite the low 
sense of tranquillity in some places due to busy roads in the north 
and south, moderate to good landscape condition, and the value 
for recreational activity also contribute positively to landscape 
value. 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 12a is evaluated as being of 
Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its medium-high landscape value; largely 
18th-19th Century or later time depth, in 
combination with the presence of some 
distinctive features, which contributes to its 
strength of character; and the predominantly 
apparent landform and enclosed tree cover, 
which largely makes intervisibility fairly low. 

12a(i) 

Category: Low-Medium Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification: Land Parcel 12a(i) is evaluated as being of Low-
Medium Landscape Capacity. The landscape value and landscape 
sensitivity assessments for this Parcel are broadly the same as for 
LLCA 12a, most of which falls within the NBC area. Therefore 
landscape value is medium-high, and sensitivity is medium-high, 
giving a landscape capacity of low-medium. 

Small-scale 

12b Cogenhoe 
Limestone Valley 
Slopes 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 12b is evaluated as being of Medium-High 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the presence of the historic villages at Little Houghton 
or Cogenhoe, which contributes to its strength of character. The 
Clifford Hill motte castle is a locally distinctive historic feature. 
Despite the low sense of tranquillity in some places due to busy 
roads, moderate to good landscape condition, and the value for 
recreational activity contribute positively to landscape value. 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 12b is evaluated as being of 
Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its medium-high landscape value; largely 
19th Century or later time depth, in 
combination with the presence of some 
distinctive features, which contributes to its 
strength of character; and the predominantly 
apparent landform and intermittent tree cover 
which largely makes intervisibility moderate.   

N/A N/A N/A 
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(see Figure 2.9) 
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Landscape 
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(see Figure 2.9) 

Landscape Value  Overall Landscape Sensitivity  
(see Figure 3.1) 

Land 
Parcel  

Indicative Landscape Capacity  
(see Figure 3.2) 

Recommended 
Development 
Scale23 

6a Brafield-on-the-
Green 

Undulating 
Claylands 

Category: Medium Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 6a is evaluated as being of Medium Landscape 
Value. This is due to a combination of factors, including the 
presence of the historic village at Brafield-on-the-Green, which 
contributes to its strength of character. The dismantled railway is 
also a distinctive feature of the landscape. Despite the  a low 
sense of tranquillity in some places due to busy roads including 
the A428, moderate to good landscape condition, and the value 
for recreational activity contribute positively to landscape value. 

Category: Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification:  LLCA 6a is evaluated as being of 
Medium Landscape Sensitivity. This is due to its 
medium landscape value; largely 19th Century 
or later time depth, in combination with the 
presence of few distinctive features, which 
contributes to its strength of character; and the 
predominantly insignificant landform and open 
tree cover, which largely makes intervisibility 
moderate.   

N/A N/A N/A 

6b Piddington 
Undulating 
Claylands 

Category: Medium Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 6b is evaluated as being of Medium Landscape 
Value. This is due to a combination of factors, including the 
presence of the distinctive dismantled railway and localised 
historic features such as the landscape to the north of Preston 
Deanery, including the stone bridge. Despite the low sense of 
tranquillity in some places due to busy roads, particularly in the 
south near to the M1, moderate to good landscape condition, and 
the value for recreational activity contribute positively to 
landscape value. 

Category: Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification:  LLCA 6b is evaluated as being of 
Medium Landscape Sensitivity. This is due to its 
medium landscape value; largely recent time 
depth, in combination with the presence of 
some distinctive features, which contributes to 
its strength of character; and the predominantly 
apparent landform and intermittent tree cover, 
which largely makes intervisibility moderate.   

6b(i) 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification: Land Parcel 6b(i) is evaluated as being of Medium-
High Landscape Capacity. Whilst the land parcel falls within an area 
identified as having 18th-19th Century time depth, the Parcel itself 
has relatively weak landscape condition, and has a strong visual 
connection to the adjacent developed urban edge where there is 
little screening, and the scenic quality of the area is low. These local 
factors, and the lack of distinctive features within the land parcel are 
thus judged to reduce landscape sensitivity relative to LLCA 6b as a 
whole, giving a capacity of medium-high. 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

6b(ii) 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification: Land Parcel 6b(ii) is evaluated as being of Medium-
High Landscape Capacity. Whilst the land parcel falls within an area 
identified as having 18th-19th Century time depth, and some 
remnant ridge and furrow has been identified; the Parcel has 
moderate to weak landscape condition,  has a strong visual 
connection to the adjacent developed urban edge where there is 
little screening, and the scenic quality of the area is fairly low. These 
local factors within the land parcel are thus judged to reduce 
landscape sensitivity relative to LLCA 6b as a whole, giving a 
capacity of medium-high. 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

6c Grange Park Undulating 
Claylands 

Category: Low Landscape Value 
 
Justification: LLCA 6c is evaluated as being of Low Landscape 
Value. This is due to a combination of factors, including the 
predominantly recently developed landscape and lack of 
distinctive historic features. Despite some value for recreational 
activity, there is a predominantly low sense of tranquillity due to 
busy roads both through and on the periphery of the LLCA, 
particularly in the south near to the M1, and landscape condition 
is moderate. 

Category: Low Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification:  LLCA 6c is evaluated as being of 
Low Landscape Sensitivity. This is due to its low 
landscape value; largely recent time depth, in 
combination with the presence of few 
distinctive features, which contributes to its 
limited strength of character; and the 
predominantly insignificant landform and 
enclosed tree cover, which largely makes 
intervisibility low.   

6c(i) 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Capacity 
 
Justification: Land Parcel 6c(i) is evaluated as being of Medium-
High Landscape Capacity. Whilst the land parcel falls within an 
LLCA identified as having low sensitivity, the land parcel contains a 
relatively greater concentration of features that make a positive 
contribution to landscape character than the rest of the LLCA, such 
as the tree belts and woodland on the golf course. These local 
factors are thus judged to slightly increase landscape sensitivity 
relative to LLCA 6c as a whole, giving a capacity of medium-high.   

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

6d Courteenhall 
Undulating 
Claylands 

Category: High Landscape Value 
 
Justification:  LLCA 6d is evaluated as being of High Landscape 
Value. This is predominantly due to the presence of the historic 
parkland, Courteenhall. The historic parkland was designed in the 
late 1700s by Sir Humphry Repton. Today, the parkland consists 
partly of arable land, and partly of pasture with parkland trees. 
Close to the house are formal gardens. Despite the limited 
recreational value of this LLCA, and in places the more limited 
sense of tranquillity due to busy roads; the moderate to good 
landscape condition and the high scenic quality of the landscape 
also contribute positively to landscape value. 

Category: Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification:  LLCA 6d is evaluated as being of 
Medium Landscape Sensitivity. This is due to its 
high landscape value; largely 18th-19th Century 
or later time depth, in combination with the 
presence of some unique or rare features, which 
contributes to its strength of character; and the 
predominantly apparent landform and enclosed 
tree cover, which largely makes intervisibility 
fairly low.   

N/A N/A N/A 
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Local Landscape 
Character Area 
(see Figure 2.9) 

County 
Landscape 
Character Type 
(see Figure 2.9) 

Landscape Value  Overall Landscape Sensitivity  
(see Figure 3.1) 

Land 
Parcel  

Indicative Landscape Capacity  
(see Figure 3.2) 

Recommended 
Development 
Scale23 

6e South of Collingtree Undulating 
Claylands 

Category: Medium Landscape Value 
 
Justification:  LLCA 6e is evaluated as being of Medium 
Landscape Value. This is due to a generally limited presence of 
distinctive historic features. The railway lines encroach upon 
sense of tranquillity and landscape connectivity, although in the 
south the geological value of the railway cutting is identified by 
SSSI designation. Landscape condition is moderate overall, and 
there are a significant number of hedgerows and hedgerow trees 
in good condition. The LLCA also has high scenic quality in 
places, and some value for recreational activity. 

Category: Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification: LLCA 6e is evaluated as being of 
Medium Landscape Sensitivity. This is due to its 
medium landscape value; largely 19th Century 
or later time depth, in combination with the 
presence of few distinctive features, which 
contributes to its strength of character; and the 
predominantly apparent landform and 
intermittent tree cover, which largely makes 
intervisibility moderate.   

N/A N/A N/A 

6f  Blisworth 
Undulating 
Claylands 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Value 
 
Justification:  LLCA 6f is evaluated as being of Medium-High 
Landscape Value. This is due to a combination of factors, 
including the presence of the historic village at Blisworth, which 
contributes to strength of character.  The Grand Union Canal also 
cuts through the LLCA, partly through the Blisworth Tunnel, the 
northern portal of which lies to the south of the village.  Despite 
the low sense of tranquillity in some places due to busy roads, 
particularly in the west near to the A43 and moderate landscape 
condition; the scenic quality of the area, and the value of the 
LLCA for recreational value contribute positively to landscape 
value. 

Category: Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
 
Justification:  LLCA 6f is evaluated as being of 
Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity. This is due 
to its medium-high landscape value; largely 
19th Century or later time depth, in 
combination with the presence of some 
distinctive features, which contributes to its 
strength of character; and the predominantly 
apparent landform and intermittent tree cover, 
which largely makes intervisibility moderate.   

N/A N/A N/A 
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4.0 SUMMARY & RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

4.1 Summary 

 

Landscape Sensitivity within Study Area 

 

4.1.1 The key findings of the assessment of the sensitivity of LLCAs within the Study Area to 

development-led change are summarised on Table 2. 

 

Table 2 – Summary of Landscape Sensitivity within Study Area 

Local Landscape Character Area 
(see Figure 2.9) 

Overall Landscape Sensitivity  
(see Figure 3.1) 

4a Harlestone Heath Medium Landscape Sensitivity   

4b The Bramptons Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

4c Pitsford Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

4d Boughton & Moulton Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

4e Overstone Park Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

4f Ecton Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

5a East of Pitsford Low-Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

17a Brampton Arm Valley & Kingsthorpe Meadow Low-Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

13a Holdenby Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

13b Althorpe Park  Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

13c Nobottle Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

13d Harpole Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

13e Rothersthorpe Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

13f Gayton High Landscape Sensitivity 

13g Milton Malsor Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

18a Nene Valley – Kislingbury Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity  

18b Nene Valley - Hunsbury Meadows Medium Landscape Sensitivity 

18c Nene Valley - Delapre  Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 

18d Nene Valley – The Washlands Low-Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
12a Great Houghton Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
12b Cogenhoe Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
6a Brafield-on-the-Green Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
6b Piddington Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
6c Grange Park Low Landscape Sensitivity 
6d Courteenhall Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
6e South of Collingtree Medium Landscape Sensitivity 
6f  Blisworth Medium-High Landscape Sensitivity 
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Landscape Capacity of Land within Northampton Borough 

 

4.1.2 The key findings of the assessment of the potential capacity of landscapes within Northampton 

Borough to accommodate development are summarised on Table 3.  

 

Table 3 – Summary of Landscape Capacity of Land within Northampton Borough 

Local Landscape Character 
Area 
(see Figure 2.9) 

Land 
Parcel 

Indicative Landscape 
Capacity 
(see Figure 3.2) 

Recommended 
Development 
Scale24 

4a Harlestone Heath 4a(i) 
Medium-High Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

4d Boughton & Moulton 4d(i) Medium-High Landscape 
Capacity 

Small-scale  

4e Overstone Park 
 

4e(i) 
Medium Landscape 
Capacity 

Small-scale  

17a Brampton Arm Valley & 
Kingsthorpe Meadow 

17a(i) Medium Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

13d Harpole 13d(i) 
Low-Medium Landscape 
Capacity 

Small-scale 

13e Rothersthorpe 
13e(i) High Landscape 

Capacity 
Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

13e(ii) 
High Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

13g Milton Malsor  
13g(i) Medium Landscape 

Capacity 
Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

13g(ii) 
Low-Medium Landscape 
Capacity 

Small-scale 

18b Nene Valley - Hunsbury 
Meadows 

18b(i) Medium Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

18c Nene Valley - Delapre  18c(i) 
Low-Medium Landscape 
Capacity 

Small-scale 

18d Nene Valley – The 
Washlands 

18d(i) Medium Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

12a Great Houghton 12a(i) 
Low-Medium Landscape 
Capacity 

Small-scale 

6b Piddington 
6b(i) Medium-High Landscape 

Capacity 
Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

6b(ii) 
Medium-High Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

6c Grange Park 6c(i) Medium-High Landscape 
Capacity 

Large-scale and/or 
Small-scale 

 

 

                                                      
24 Large-scale: More than 50 dwellings comprising 55% residential at 30 to 35 dwellings/ha and up to 3 storeys in height; 33% 
open space; 12% community uses (including primary school and local centre); Small-scale: Up to 50 dwellings at 35-40 
dwellings/ha and up to 3 storeys in height 
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4.2 Recommendations 

 

4.2.1 In line with the paras 170 and 171 of the NPPF 2018, and consistent with best practice 

advocated by the Government’s national Planning Practice Guidance, it is recommended that 

Northampton Borough Council uses the findings of this Study as follows:  

 

Local Plan Site Allocations 

 

4.2.2 The findings of this Study should be used to inform the assessment of potential site allocations 

for the new Local Plan alongside other relevant evidence. 

 

Local Plan Policy Development 

 

4.2.3 The findings of this Study should also be used to support Local Plan policy formulation with 

regard to the role that the urban fringe landscapes around Northampton play in terms of: 

 

• Avoiding coalescence between Northampton and settlements in the neighbouring 

authorities. 

• Provision of accessible and biodiverse green infrastructure networks. 

• Recognising the intrinsic value of landscape in their own right, and also landscapes that 

make a strong contribution to the historic significance and setting of heritage assets. 

• Opportunities for helping to protect and enhance local landscape distinctiveness through 

mitigation of development-led change and appropriate land management practices. 

• Opportunities for restoring areas where the landscape character has been eroded or 

compromised by inappropriate or insensitive past development. 

 

Landscape Assessment Toolkit 

 

4.2.4 It is also recommended that Northampton Borough Council gives consideration to preparing a 

“Landscape Assessment Toolkit” to provide a user guide to help planning officers, developers 

and other stakeholders effectively apply the findings of the Study in assessing and shaping 

development proposals.  The Toolkit could take the form of a step-by-step guide, illustrated by 

case studies, for assessing landscape sensitivity to development proposals, developing 

appropriate landscape mitigation measures and identifying landscape enhancement 

opportunities, potentially using a set of landscape and visual sensitivity criteria in the form of a 

simple checklist to signpost users to relevant information in the Study.  This could also involve 

making the key findings of the Study available on the Interactive Mapping tool on the Council's 

Website to provide a visual aid in the assessment of development proposals. 
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Glossary 
 
Characterisation 
The process of identifying areas of similar character, classifying and mapping them and 
describing their character.  
 
Characteristics 
Elements, or combinations of elements, which make a particular contribution to distinctive 
character.  
 
Classification 
Is concerned with dividing the landscape into areas of distinct, recognisable and consistent 
common character and grouping areas of similar character together.  
 
Ecosystem Services 
These are services provided by the natural environment, that benefit people including food, 
fibre and fuel provision and the cultural services that provide benefits to people through 
recreation and cultural appreciation of nature.  Other services provided by ecosystems include 
the regulation of the climate, purification of the air and water, flood protection, soil formation 
and nutrient recycling. 
 
Elements 
Individual components which make up the landscape, such as trees and hedges.  
 
Features 
Particularly prominent or eye-catching elements in the landscape, such as tree clumps, church 
towers or wooded skylines. 
 
Key Characteristics 
Those combinations of elements which are particularly important to the current character of the 
landscape and help to give an area its particularly distinctive sense of place. 
 
Landscape 
An area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction of 
natural and/or human actors. 
 
Landscape Capacity 
The degree to which a particular landscape character type or area is able to accommodate 
change without unacceptable adverse effects on its character. Capacity is likely to vary 
according to the type and nature of the change being proposed.  
 
Landscape Character 
A distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements in the landscape that makes one 
landscape different from another, rather than better or worse.  
 
Landscape Character Areas 
These are single unique areas which are the discrete geographical areas of a particular 
landscape type.  Each has its own individual character and identity, even though it shares the 
same generic characteristics with other areas of the same type.  
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Landscape Character Assessment 
This is the process of identifying and describing variation in the character of the landscape.  It 
seeks to identify and explain the unique combination of elements and features (characteristics) 
that make landscapes distinctive. The process results in the production of a Landscape 
Character Assessment. 
 
Landscape Character Types 
These are distinct types of landscape that are relatively homogeneous in character.  They are 
generic in nature in that they may occur in different areas in different parts of the country, but 
wherever they occur they share broadly similar combinations of geology, topography, drainage 
patterns, vegetation, historical land use, and settlement pattern. 
 
Landscape Management 
Action, from a perspective of sustainable development, to ensure the regular upkeep of a 
landscape, so as to guide and harmonise changes which are brought about by social, economic 
and environmental processes.  
 
Landscape Planning 
Strong forward-looking action to enhance, restore or create landscapes. 
 
Landscape Policy 
An expression by the competent public authorities of general principles, strategies and 
guidelines that permit the taking of specific measures aimed at the protection, management and 
planning of landscapes.  
 
Landscape Protection 
Actions to conserve and maintain the significant or characteristic features of a landscape, 
justified by its heritage value derived from its natural configuration and/or from human activity.  
 
Landscape Quality (or Condition) 
Is based on judgements about the physical state (or condition) of the landscape, and about its 
intactness, from visual, functional and ecological perspectives.  It also reflects the state of repair 
of individual features and elements which make up the character in any one place.  
 
Landscape Sensitivity 
A term applied to specific receptors, combining judgements of the susceptibility of the receptor 
to the specific type of change or development proposed and the value related to that receptor.  
 
Landscape Susceptibility 
The ability of a defined landscape or visual receptor to accommodate the specific proposed 
development without undue negative consequences. 
 
Landscape Value 
The relative value or importance attached to a landscape (often as a basis for designation or 
recognition), which expresses national or local consensus, because of its quality, special 
qualities including perceptual aspects such as scenic beauty, tranquillity or wildness, cultural 
associations or other conservation issues. 
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NORTHAMPTON URBAN FRINGE  

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER & SENSITIVITY STUDY 
 

STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP NOTE   

 
22nd June 2018, The Guildhall, Northampton 
 
Attendees 
Paul Everard 
Jane Jennings 
Nicky Toon 
 
Jane Parry 
Rhian Morgan 
 
Jennie Johnson 
 
Colin Staves 
 
Heather Webb 
Lesley-Ann Mather 
 
Kerrie Ginns 
 
Dominic Watkins 
Harriet Stanford 

Northampton BC – Planning Policy and Heritage Manager  
Northampton BC – Built and Natural Environment Team Leader 
Northampton BC – Development Management Team Leader 
 
Daventry District Council – Senior Policy Officer (Planning) 
Daventry District Council – Heritage Policy Officer 
 
South Northamptonshire Council – Senior Planning Policy Officer 
 
West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit – Principal Spatial Planner 
 
Northamptonshire CC – Principal Project Officer (Ecological Advisor) 
Northamptonshire CC – County Archaeological Advisor 
 
Environment Agency - Sustainable Places Planning Advisor 
 
Chris Blandford Associates (Facilitators) 
Chris Blandford Associates (Facilitators) 

 

Apologies 

Steve Ellis 
 
Andy Darcy 
Mandy Lumb 
Angela Whitfield 
 
John Udall 
 
Debbie Kirk 
 
Sue Bateman 
 
Ross Holdgate 
Emilie Carr 
 
Kathryn Hardcastle 

Daventry District Council – Major Projects Officer 
 
South Northamptonshire Council – Lead Officer Planning Policy 
South Northamptonshire Council – Heritage & Monitoring Officer 
South Northamptonshire Council – Team Leader 
 
Borough Council of Wellingborough – Principal Planning Policy & 
Regeneration Manager 
Borough Council of Wellingborough – Senior Development Management 
Officer 
Borough Council of Wellingborough – Planning Policy Manager 
 
Natural England – Planning & Conservation Adviser 
Natural England – Historic Environment Planning Adviser 
 
River Nene Regional Park - CEO 

 

Purpose of Workshop 
 
To brief neighbouring local authorities and other key stakeholders on the study’s methodology and 
process, and to review and discuss the preliminary landscape character assessment work (Phase 1).   
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Stakeholder Feedback  
 
• Suggested amendments to Local Landscape Character Area names: 
- ‘4d. Broughton and Moulton’. Should be ‘Boughton and Moulton’. 
- ‘17a. Brampton Valley and Kingsthorpe Meadow’. Suggest ‘Brampton Arm Valley and Kingsthorpe 

Meadow’. 
- ‘13c. Norbottle’. Check Norbottle/Nobottle distinction as both variations occur on the OS map. 
- ‘18d. Nene Valley – Eastern Lakes’. Suggest ‘Nene Valley – The Washlands’. 

 
• Suggested amendments to Local Landscape Character Area boundaries: 
- ‘6d. Courteenhall’. Possibly split into two distinct areas – review boundary of the registered historic 

park and garden (see image below). 
 

 
 
- ‘D. Duston and Sixfields’ – possibly 3 distinct townscape character areas (see image below). 

 

 
   
 

• Suggested amendments to draft Figure 4 – Visual Assessment: 
- Addition of landmarks in townscape area ‘M. Central Area’.   
- Addition of the Avon Building and new university buildings on Nunn Mills Road 
- Addition of the Carlsberg buildings 
- Removal of landmarks outside the study area 

 
• Other items to note: 
- Updated Conservation Area boundaries needed for Daventry District.    
- CBA to take into account South Northamptonshire Council’s Review of Special Landscape Areas in 

South Northamptonshire (2017) with regards to the Phase 2 Landscape Sensitivity Assessment work. 
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11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 4a Harlestone Heath 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling x Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland x Pond x Railway x 
Churches x Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings x Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture  River  Footpath x   
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation x Lake  Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced  Discordant x Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small  Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open  Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured   Rough x Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted  x Colourful  Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful  Active x 
UNITY: Unified  Interrupted  Fragmented x Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular x Curved  Sinuous  

Notes: 

- Golf courses 
- Plantation very prominent 
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FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 4b – The Bramptons 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling x Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings x Walls  Woodland  Pond  Railway x 
Churches x Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees x Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings x Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture x River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream x Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road    
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious x Balanced  Discordant Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small x Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured x Rough Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted  x Colourful Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified x Interrupted  Fragmented Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular  Curved x Sinuous  

Notes: 
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FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 4c Pitsford 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating  Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling x Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings x Walls  Woodland Pond  Railway  
Churches x Fences  Tree clumps Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees x Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast  Dune    
Vernacular Buildings x Arable  Marsh Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture  River Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake Road    
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced x Discordant Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small  Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured x Rough Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted  x Colourful Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified x Interrupted  Fragmented Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular  Curved x Sinuous  

Notes: 

Some long views 
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FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 4d – Boughton and Moulton 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling x Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings x Walls x Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches x Fences  Tree clumps x Canal  Parkland x 
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees x Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings x Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture x River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road    
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced x Discordant  Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small x Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured  x Rough  Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted  x Colourful  Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified x Interrupted  Fragmented  Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular  Curved  Sinuous x 

Notes: 
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FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 4e – Overstone Park  

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls x Woodland  Pond x Railway  
Churches x Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland x 
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture x River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake x Road    
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir x Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced  Discordant x Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small x Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured  x Rough  Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted  x Colourful  Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse  Complex x 
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active x 
UNITY: Unified  Interrupted  Fragmented x Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular x Curved  Sinuous x 

Notes: 

- Holiday Park in Overstone Park  

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 4f - Ecton 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling x Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings x Walls x Woodland  Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences x Tree clumps x Canal  Parkland x 
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees x Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings x Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture x River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees x Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced  Discordant Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small x Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured x Rough Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful x Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified x Interrupted  Fragmented Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular  Curved x Sinuous  

Notes: 

Parkland-style fencing in places 
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FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 5a East of Pitsford 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating  Plain  Slopes x Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling x Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings x Walls  Woodland  Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges  Hedgerow trees x Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry (x) Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement  Pasture  River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road    
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced x Discordant Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small  Medium Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed  Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured x Rough Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple x Diverse Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified  Interrupted x Fragmented Chaotic  
FORM: Straight x Angular  Curved Sinuous  

Notes: 

- Pitsford Centre 
- Views to the reservoir 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 17a Brampton Arm Valley & Kingsthorpe Meadow 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat x Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating  Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland  Pond  Railway x 
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps x Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges  Hedgerow trees x Waterfall  Scrub x 
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable  Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement  Pasture x River x Footpath x   
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track x   
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious x Balanced  Discordant  Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small x Medium  Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open  Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured   Rough x Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful x Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified x Interrupted  Fragmented  Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular  Curved  Sinuous x 

Notes: 

Heritage railway 

 



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 13a Holdenby 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes x Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings x Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps x Canal  Parkland x 
Masts, poles  Hedges  Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement  Pasture x River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced x Discordant Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small  Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured x Rough Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful x Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple x Diverse Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified x Interrupted  Fragmented Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular  Curved Sinuous  

Notes: 

Screened adjacent to Althorp 

 



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 13b Althorpe Park 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland x Pond Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps x Canal Parkland x 
Masts, poles  Hedges  Hedgerow trees  Waterfall Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach   
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune   
Vernacular Buildings  Arable  Marsh  Mudflat   
Settlement  Pasture x River  Footpath   
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track   
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road   
Ruins  Isolated trees x Reservoir  Motorway   

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious x Balanced  Discordant Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small x Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured x Rough Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified x Interrupted  Fragmented Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular  Curved x Sinuous  

Notes: 

 



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 13c Nobottle 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating  Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings x Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps x Canal  Parkland x 
Masts, poles  Hedges  Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture x River  Footpath x   
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced x Discordant Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small  Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured x Rough Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful x Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple x Diverse Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified x Interrupted  Fragmented Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular  Curved x Sinuous  

Notes: 

 



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 13d Harpole 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep x Plateau  Hills x Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes x Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels     

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings x Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps x Canal  Parkland x 
Masts, poles  Hedges  Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture x River  Footpath x   
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track x   
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced x Discordant x Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small x Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed  Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured  x Rough  Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful x Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex x 
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active x 
UNITY: Unified  Interrupted  Fragmented x Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular  Curved x Sinuous  

Notes: 

- New development near to N’ton 
- Glassthorpe Hill 

 

 

 

  



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 13e Rothersthorpe 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat x Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches x Fences  Tree clumps x Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees x Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry x Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture x River  Footpath x   
Built-up  Orchards  Stream x Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced x Discordant  Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small x Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed  Open  Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured  x Rough  Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful  Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active x 
UNITY: Unified  Interrupted x Fragmented  Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular x Curved x Sinuous  

Notes: 

- Canal 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 13f Gayton 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills x Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings x Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees x Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement  Pasture x River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream x Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees x Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced x Discordant Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small  Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured x Rough Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful x Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified x Interrupted  Fragmented Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular  Curved x Sinuous  

Notes: 

Dismantled railway 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 13g Milton Malsor 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat x Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating  Plain  Slopes x Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland  Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges  Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture x River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream x Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake x Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway x   

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced  Discordant x Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small x Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE: Confined  Enclosed x Open  Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured   Rough x Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful x Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active x 
UNITY: Unified  Interrupted  Fragmented x Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular x Curved  Sinuous  

Notes: 

- Canal 
- Golf course 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 18a Nene Valley – Kislingbury 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating  Plain  Slopes x Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
x 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings x Walls  Woodland  Pond  Railway  
Churches x Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges  Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture x River x Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream x Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway x   

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced  Discordant  Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small x Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE: Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured  x Rough  Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful  Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful  Active x 
UNITY: Unified  Interrupted x Fragmented  Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular x Curved  Sinuous  

Notes: 

 



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 18b Nene Valley - Hunsbury Meadows 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating  Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
x 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub x 
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry x Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement  Pasture x River x Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake x Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced  Discordant  Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small  Medium  Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed  Open  Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured  x Rough  Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful x Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex x 
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active x 
UNITY: Unified  Interrupted x Fragmented  Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular  Curved x Sinuous x 

Notes: 

- Canal 
- Gravel pits – nature reserve 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 18c Nene Valley - Delapre 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating  Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
x 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland x 
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable  Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement  Pasture x River x Footpath x   
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake x Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced x Discordant x Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small x Medium  Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open  Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured  x Rough  Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful x Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse  Complex x 
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active x 
UNITY: Unified  Interrupted  Fragmented x Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular  Curved x Sinuous  

Notes: 

- Golf course 
- Delapre Abbey 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 18d Nene Valley – The Washlands 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating  Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
x 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges  Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub x 
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable  Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture x River x Footpath    
Built-up x Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake x Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced  Discordant x Chaotic x 
SCALE: Intimate  Small  Medium  Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed  Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured   Rough x Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful  Garish x 
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse  Complex x 
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful  Active x 
UNITY: Unified  Interrupted  Fragmented  Chaotic x 
FORM: Straight  Angular x Curved  Sinuous  

Notes: 

Marina 

 



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 12a Great Houghton 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat x Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating  Plain  Slopes x Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub x 
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture  River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake x Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced  Discordant x Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small x Medium  Large x 
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured  x Rough  Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful  Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified  Interrupted x Fragmented  Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular  Curved x Sinuous  

Notes: 

- Country park 
- Golf course 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 12b Cogenhoe 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes x Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches x Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture x River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced x Discordant  Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small  Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured  x Rough  Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful  Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active x 
UNITY: Unified x Interrupted  Fragmented  Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular x Curved x Sinuous  

Notes: 

 



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 6a Brafield-on-the-Green 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings x Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges  Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture x River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious x Balanced  Discordant Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small  Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed  Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured x Rough Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform x Simple  Diverse Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified x Interrupted  Fragmented Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular x Curved Sinuous  

Notes: 

- Dismantled railway 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 6b Piddington 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland  Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees x Waterfall  Scrub x 
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture x River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced x Discordant Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate x Small  Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured  Rough Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse x Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified x Interrupted  Fragmented Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular x Curved Sinuous  

Notes: 

- Dismantled railway 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

11118701-Survey-2018-06-07 

FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 6c Grange Park   

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges  Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry x Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable  Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement  Pasture x River  Footpath    
Built-up x Orchards  Stream x Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake x Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway x   

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced  Discordant x Chaotic x 
SCALE: Intimate  Small x Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured   Rough x Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful  Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple  Diverse  Complex x 
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful  Active x 
UNITY: Unified  Interrupted  Fragmented x Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular x Curved  Sinuous  

Notes: 

- Golf course 
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FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 6d Courteenhall 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps x Canal  Parkland x 
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees  Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture x River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees  Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious x Balanced  Discordant Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small x Medium Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured x Rough Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple x Diverse Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified x Interrupted  Fragmented Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular  Curved x Sinuous  

Notes: 
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FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 6e South of Collingtree 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes  Scarp  Estuary  
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway x 
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees x Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement  Pasture  River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream x Track    
Mineral working  Plantation x Lake  Road x   
Ruins  Isolated trees x Reservoir  Motorway    

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced x Discordant  Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small  Medium  Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured   Rough  Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful  Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple x Diverse  Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified  Interrupted x Fragmented  Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular x Curved  Sinuous  

Notes: 

Railway cutting 
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FIELD SURVEY SHEET  

Location: 6f Blisworth 

Date: 13/06/18 

Landform: 

Flat  Steep  Plateau  Hills  Coast  
Undulating x Plain  Slopes x Scarp  Estuary 
Rolling  Rolling Lowland  Ridge  Cliff  Broad 

Valley 
 

Narrow Valley  Ghyll  Levels      

Landcover and Landscape Elements: 

Farm Buildings  Walls  Woodland x Pond  Railway  
Churches  Fences  Tree clumps  Canal  Parkland  
Masts, poles  Hedges x Hedgerow trees x Waterfall  Scrub  
Pylons  Banks  Drainage ditches  Beach    
Industry  Shelterbelt  Telecoms Mast   Dune    
Vernacular Buildings  Arable x Marsh  Mudflat    
Settlement x Pasture  River  Footpath    
Built-up  Orchards  Stream  Track    
Mineral working  Plantation  Lake  Road x   
Ruins Isolated trees x Reservoir Motorway  

Aesthetic Factors: 

BALANCE: Harmonious  Balanced x Discordant  Chaotic  
SCALE: Intimate  Small  Medium x Large  
ENCLOSURE Confined  Enclosed x Open x Exposed  
TEXTURE: Smooth  Textured  x Rough  Very rough  
COLOUR: Monochrome  Muted   Colourful  Garish  
DIVERSITY: Uniform  Simple x Diverse x Complex  
MOVEMENT: Remote  Vacant  Peaceful x Active  
UNITY: Unified  Interrupted x Fragmented  Chaotic  
FORM: Straight  Angular x Curved  Sinuous  

Notes:

- Blisworth tunnel and canal 
- Solar farm 
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	Background
	In May 2018, Northampton Borough Council commissioned Chris Blandford Associates to prepare the Northampton Urban Fringe Landscape Character & Sensitivity Study.
	The key purpose of the Study is to provide a detailed understanding of the character and sensitivity of the landscapes within and surrounding Northampton.  The updated evidence base will be used by the Council to inform the assessment and allocation o...
	The Study Area was drawn widely to incorporate not only landscapes and townscapes within Northampton Borough, but also encompasses rural landscapes within the neighbouring authority areas of Daventry District, Wellingborough Borough and South Northamp...
	The key findings of the assessment of the sensitivity of Local Landscape Character Areas within the Study Area to development-led change are summarised below:
	The key findings of the assessment of the potential capacity of landscapes within Northampton Borough to accommodate development are summarised below.
	1.0  INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Background
	1.1.1 In May 2018, Northampton Borough Council commissioned Chris Blandford Associates (CBA) to prepare the Northampton Urban Fringe Landscape Character & Sensitivity Study (the Study), primarily to inform the allocation of sites and policy in the eme...
	Context
	National Planning Context
	1.1.2 Chapter 15 of the revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2018 sets out the Government’s current polices on conserving and enhancing the natural environment in England.  With regards to landscape considerations, the NPPF states:
	 ‘Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by: (a) protecting and enhancing valued landscapes…in a manner commensurate with their statutory status or identified quality in the development plan...
	 ‘Plans should:…allocate land with the least environmental or amenity value, where consistent with other policies in this Framework; take a strategic approach to maintaining and enhancing networks of habitats and green infrastructure; and plan for th...
	1.1.3 In line with the above, and consistent with best practice advocated by the Government’s national Planning Practice Guidance, local planning authorities are advised to undertake assessments of landscape value and sensitivity to identify those are...
	Local Planning Context
	1.1.4 Northampton Borough Council is currently preparing their Local Plan Part 2.  This will help to deliver the strategy set out in the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS), which is Part 1 of the Local Plan for Northampton, Daventry and...
	1.1.5 Northampton’s population has grown significantly in recent years rising from 212,500 in 2011 (2011 Census) to 225,500 in 2016 (ONS Mid-Year estimate).  The population is set to continue growing as the WNJCS has set a housing target of 18,870 net...
	1.1.6 The Local Plan Part 2 will address the supply of sites in the Borough to deliver more homes, maintain and expand employment opportunities, enhance the town centre, protect the historic and natural environment and provide detailed development man...
	1.1.7 These policies will be used to determine planning applications for new development and identify sites where new development should go to meet the requirements set out in Part 1 of the Local Plan up to 2029.
	Landscape Context
	1.1.8 The unique geography and historic development of Northampton has provided a legacy of over 1,670ha of parks, open spaces and other green areas within the Borough.  The natural and man-made corridors following the River Nene are valuable natural ...
	1.1.9 Part of the River Nene is designated as a Special Protection Area/Ramsar site for important populations of birds.  There are 6 Local Nature Reserves; in excess of 50 Local Wildlife Sites; over 70 Potential Wildlife Sites and 8 Geological Sites. ...
	1.1.10 In addition to natural assets, the historic environment is an important part of Northampton; it reflects how and why places have been developed in particular locations over time. There are a variety of different landscapes shaped by a range of ...
	 The Grand Union Canal.
	 Current and past railway and road networks.
	 The historical relationship with agricultural and leather related industries.
	 The area's position at the heart of the country.
	1.1.11 The area's rich history has resulted in many designated and non-designated heritage assets spread across the Borough.  There are some larger sites of particular importance, for example Delapre Abbey is a Grade II* listed building with its parkl...

	1.2 Purpose of the Study
	1.2.1 The key purpose of the Study is to provide a detailed understanding of the character and sensitivity of the landscapes within and surrounding Northampton.  The updated evidence base will be used by the Council to inform the assessment and alloca...
	1.2.2 The Study aims to strengthen and reinforce the sense of place for Northampton by considering how the landscape is perceived, experienced and valued by people.  In addition to forming part of the evidence base for the development of landscape-foc...
	1.2.3 The Study will assist decision-making with respect to planned changes that may affect the character of landscapes and townscapes within and around the Borough.  It is intended to provide a valuable tool for the Council and other users - includin...

	1.3 Scope of the Study
	1.3.1 The Study drew on and, where appropriate, updated existing landscape evidence to develop a more detailed Landscape Character and Sensitivity Assessment of Northampton’s urban fringe.
	1.3.2 The Study Area was drawn widely to incorporate not only landscapes and townscapes within Northampton Borough, but also encompasses rural landscapes within the neighbouring authority areas of Daventry District, Wellingborough Borough and South No...
	1.3.3 Informed by the Landscape Sensitivity Assessment of the Study Area, the Study includes recommendations on the potential capacity of landscapes within Northampton Borough to accommodate development.
	1.3.4 This evidence was commissioned by Northampton Borough Council.  It should not be considered to be a material consideration for planning applications relating to land outside Northampton.

	1.4 Methodology
	1.4.1 The Landscape Character Assessment was undertaken in accordance with the principles of Natural England’s guidance ‘An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment (2014).
	1.4.2 Landscape Character Assessment is a tool that allows landscape character to be understood, explained and described in a transparent and objective way. It does this by identifying the variations in the patterns of physical, natural and cultural a...
	1.4.3 Before embarking on field survey work, preparatory desk-based studies were undertaken to collate and analyse available information about the landscape within the Study Area.  As the starting point, an initial review of the following existing cha...
	1.4.4 In order to provide an appropriate scale for assessing the landscape sensitivity of the Study Area to development (and being suitable as a baseline for monitoring landscape change) at the district/local level, Local Landscape Character Areas (LL...
	1.4.5 In accordance with An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment (Natural England, 2014), the LLCA’s boundaries were defined taking into account the nature, extents and patterns created by the interplay of the following key “landscape attributes”:
	1.4.6 These landscape attributes were identified through the collation and review of relevant GIS datasets, Google/Bing aerial images and OS mapping. Where appropriate, the boundaries follow distinct features on the ground.
	1.4.7 The desk studies were supplemented by field survey work to verify/refine the boundaries of the preliminary LLCAs and inform the character descriptions by identifying landscape changes on the ground (e.g. new development, significant loss of dist...
	1.4.8 The field surveys also identify the visual and sensory (aesthetic, perceptual and experiential) qualities of the landscape for each LLCA and identify the current condition/quality of key landscape features to inform the value and sensitivity ass...
	1.4.9 The findings of the field surveys were recorded on field survey sheets (see Appendix D). Photographs were also undertaken as part of the field surveys to illustrate the character of the LLCAs.
	1.4.10 A workshop was held to engage key stakeholders in the assessment process. The workshop provided an opportunity to draw on stakeholder’s local knowledge in reviewing and commenting on the draft LLCA boundaries/key characteristics.  A record of t...
	1.4.11 The Landscape Character Type (LCT) descriptions set out the key characteristics of each LCT and provide landscape guidelines for managing change.
	1.4.12 The character and condition of the constituent LLCAs within each LCT are described, supported by landscape strategy guidance for protecting, enhancing and/or restoring the LLCA, where applicable.
	1.4.13 The Landscape Character Assessment forms the basis for assessing the landscape value and sensitivity of the LLCAs within the Study Area.
	1.4.14 The Landscape Sensitivity Assessment was undertaken in accordance with the principles of Topic Paper 6 on Techniques and Criteria for Judging Landscape Capacity and Sensitivity (Countryside Agency, 2002).
	1.4.15 The approach to the Landscape Sensitivity Assessment was based on the following definitions and concepts:
	1.4.16 For the purposes of the study, landscape value was assessed on the basis of the following criteria recommended by best practice guidance1F :
	1.4.17 The relative landscape value of the LLCAs within the context of the Study Area was assessed using the following five-point scale, which reflects the principles for assessing landscape value provided by current Landscape Institute guidance:
	1.4.18 The sensitivity assessment was based on a professional judgement about the degree to which significant tangible and intangible landscape attributes (including views) that contribute to the character of the specific LLCA are likely to be suscept...
	1.4.19 The assessment of landscape sensitivity takes into account the following criteria:
	1.4.20 The assessment of visual sensitivity takes into account the following criteria:
	1.4.21 In order to establish the ‘overall landscape character sensitivity’ for each of the LLCAs, the individual assessments for landscape sensitivity and visual sensitivity are combined using the following matrix:
	1.4.22 The overall landscape character sensitivity of each LLCA within the Study Area was assessed using the following five-point scale:
	1.4.23 As with all criteria-based assessments based upon data and information which is to a greater or lesser extent subjective, some caution is required in its interpretation in order to avoid the suggestion that certain landscape features or qualiti...
	1.4.24 The assessments are based on professional judgement, taking account of the interplay between the criteria, as well as those which might be more important to landscape character in a particular LLCA.
	1.4.25 In addition, it should be noted that the overall sensitivity assessment score may not apply consistently across the entire LLCA.  For example, it could be possible for a certain scale/type of development, where carefully sited, well-designed an...
	1.4.26 The potential capacity of landscapes within Northampton Borough to accommodate development was assessed based on discrete parcels of land that formed sub-areas of the LLCAs identified within the Study Area.
	1.4.27 For the purposes of this assessment, the following development scenarios were agreed with the Council as being indicative of the nature of development likely to come forward in the next Local Plan period:
	1.4.28  In order to establish the potential landscape capacity of each land parcel, the assessments for landscape value and overall landscape character sensitivity were combined using the matrix below.
	1.4.29 For the purposes of this assessment, the indicative landscape capacity categories are defined as follows:
	1.4.30 The potential to mitigate adverse effects of change in a particular landscape will depend on the factors that determine its landscape and visual sensitivity.  For the purposes of this assessment, landscapes evaluated as having some capacity to ...
	1.4.31 It should be noted that evaluating a landscape’s capacity for development is a complex issue requiring professional judgement about the susceptibility/vulnerability of the landscape resource and its visual sensitivity to the type of change bein...
	1.4.32 In addition, it should not necessarily be assumed that the capacity assessment score applies consistently across the entire land parcel. For example, it could be possible for a certain scale/type of development, where carefully sited, well-desi...
	1.4.33 While the Study provides an indication of the relative sensitivity of the LLCAs within the Study Area to development, and the relative capacity of land parcels within Northampton Borough, care should be taken not to interpret the results as a d...
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	2.0  LANDSCAPE CHARACTER assessment
	2.1 Evolution of the Landscape
	2.1.1 The following section provides an overview of the physical and human influences on the evolution of the landscape within the Study Area, and explores the current role and function of Northampton’s landscape setting today.  This overview is adapt...
	Topography
	2.1.2 As illustrated on Figure 2.1, Northampton is located within a shallow “bowl” adjacent to the River Nene, and is surrounded by higher land. The higher land which rings the town includes Glassthorpe Hill (141m above sea level (asl) to the west; Co...
	2.1.3 Within the town, there are three main areas of higher ground. These are to the south of the Nene Valley (113m asl at its highest point at Hunsbury Hill), the eastern edge of the town (110m asl) and the area around the University towards the nort...
	Hydrology
	2.1.4 As illustrated on Figure 2.1, Northampton is located at the confluence of the River Nene and its tributary the Brampton Nene, which flows south into the Nene from Pitsford Reservoir. The Nene runs east-west through the town.
	2.1.5 Smaller streams which also influence the topography of the town include the Dallington Brook (a tributary of the Brampton Nene) and the Wootton Stream, which flows into the Nene from the south. The Billing Brook, Ecton Brook and Sywell Bottom fl...
	2.1.6 The Nene Valley contains numerous flooded sand and gravel workings, most of which have been restored for conservation or recreation purposes. Other water bodies within the Study Area include a small reservoir at Harlestone, and ornamental lakes ...
	Geology
	2.1.7 As illustrated on Figure 2.2, Northampton is located on the edge of the band of Oolitic limestone, which runs north-south through England. However, within this band there are several different types of limestone, representing different phases an...
	2.1.8 On some higher areas of land around Northampton, the limestone has been overlain by glacially-deposited clay which hides the topography and characteristics of the limestone.
	2.1.9 The valley of the River Nene has accumulated deep sedimentary deposits of sand and gravel, which have been quarried in recent years.
	2.1.10 In addition to the sand and gravel resources of the Nene Valley, the local Ironstone is highly valued as a building material and there are numerous old building stone quarries within the Study Area.
	2.1.11 There are 15 Regionally Important Geological/Geomorphological Site (RIGS) sites within the Study Area.  The most well-known is located at Bradlaugh Fields in the northern part of Northampton. This site is designated as the only accessible Blisw...
	2.1.12 There is archaeological evidence for human presence in the Northampton area for approximately 7500 years. The earliest known archaeological sites are a pair of Neolithic Causewayed Enclosures, one on Briar Hill (excavated prior to development o...
	2.1.13 The settlement now known as Northampton developed on higher land above the confluence of the rivers Nene and Brampton. The rivers provided communication routes and the site was also in a good defensive position. The surrounding soils are relati...
	The Historic Core
	2.1.14 The historic core represents the extent of Northampton in 1835. At this stage the town had not expanded beyond its medieval walls. Therefore the outer edge of this townscape character type largely follows the line of the medieval town walls. Th...
	2.1.15 The town walls were enhanced with bastions during the Civil War, giving today’s street names of “Upper Mounts” and “Lower Mounts”.
	2.1.16 The medieval town of Northampton was an important parliamentary centre. This, combined with the excellent hunting in the surrounding forest, led to a regular Royal presence in the town.
	2.1.17 The town’s political importance led to a strong ecclesiastical presence, and Northampton was one of the few settlements in the country to house all the monastic groups. The sites of some of these Monasteries and Abbeys are still visible (e.g. A...
	2.1.18 Outlying villages, such as Kingsthorpe, Weston Favell and Great Billing, have smaller historic cores which were subsequently surrounded by later development. Several of these villages have medieval churches, and traditional ironstone buildings.
	2.1.19 Within the south-west corner of the historic core is the site of the Saxon settlement. The Saxon town included a timber castle (which was later rebuilt in stone), palace and minster church. The walls of the Saxon Burgh are fossilized in the con...
	Victorian and Early 20th Century Development
	2.1.20 Northampton saw considerable expansion in the 19th Century and early 20th Century, which was largely associated with the industrial development of the boot and shoe industry in the town. This phase of the town’s development included factories, ...
	2.1.21 Several parks were also laid out during this period, both public (The Racecourse, for example) and private (sometimes associated with the large mansions built outside the town by wealthy industrialists such as Overstone Hall and Great Billing H...
	Interwar Development (c.1921-1950)
	2.1.22 The interwar years saw further expansion of Northampton and the development of the suburbs such as Far Cotton, Kingsthorpe and Abington. This period also saw ribbon development along several roads out of Northampton. The majority of residential...
	Post-War and Overspill Development (c.1950-c.1989)
	2.1.23 The most extensive phase of development around Northampton took place between c1950 and c1989, and represents the development overseen by the Commission for New Towns, which was established to accommodate overspill populations from the South-Ea...
	Modern Development (c.1990-present)
	2.1.24 The most modern phase of development (from 1990 to the present) has seen the expansion of Northampton southwards, including the southern-facing ridge of land associated with Hunsbury Hill. The village of Wootton has seen considerable expansion ...
	2.1.25 Large-scale industrial and warehouse development at Swan Valley and Hardingstone have a strong visual impact.
	2.1.26 North of the Nene, there is recent and ongoing development at the St Crispin’s Hospital site/western edge of the town and at Upton. The large-scale pseudo-Georgian townhouses, which front the Upton development are striking in terms of their sca...
	Heritage Assets
	2.1.27 As illustrated on Figure 2.5, nationally designated sites with statutory protection within the Study Area include 17 Scheduled Monuments (SMs) such as Hunsbury Hill fort.
	2.1.28 Nationally designated sites without statutory protection within the Study Area include three Registered Historic Parks and Gardens (Althorp Park, Boughton Hall and Courteenhall) and a Registered Battlefield around Delapre Abbey where Henry VI w...
	2.1.29 There are 30 Conservation Areas within the Study Area, including the historic core of Northampton, and Abington Abbey and its environs.  Most of the outlying villages, and old village centres which have been incorporated into the urban area of ...
	2.1.30 Listed Buildings are generally concentrated in and around the Conservation Areas within the Study Area.  The majority are examples of the local vernacular tradition of building in locally quarried ironstone.  Others are properties in the histor...
	2.1.31 Designated and non-designated heritage assets may not include landscape features that contribute to their historic significance and setting.  For example, registered historic parks and gardens frequently “borrow views” from outside the designat...
	Historic Landscape Character
	2.1.32 Historic Landscape Character Types identified within the Study Area by the Northamptonshire Historic Landscape Assessment (2007) are shown on Figure 2.4.  This shows the predominance of modern fields and 18th-19th Century and 19th Century Parli...
	2.1.33 There are examples of ridge and furrow throughout the Study Area, with a particular concentration on the south-west side of the town.  In addition, there are several historic routes including possible Roman roads, turnpike roads, historic railw...
	2.1.34 In addition to designated sites, there are numerous other known archaeological assets.  The most extensive areas are within the historic core of the town and represent the buried remains of Saxon and Medieval Northampton. Other known archaeolog...
	2.1.35 Many of these Historic Landscape Character Types have a close correlation with ecological habitats within the Study Area.  Figure 2.5 shows the general distribution of nature conservation designations within the Study Area.  There are two Sites...
	Current Land Use
	2.1.36 Outside of the Northampton urban area, the majority of the Study Area is predominantly rural in character and dominated by agricultural land uses.
	2.1.37 The largest accessible greenspaces within the Study Area include three Country Parks at Hunsbury Hill, Wootton Brook and Foxfield (Grange Park) large open spaces within the urban area such as the University Recreation Grounds, Delapre Abbey Gro...
	2.1.38 As illustrated on Figure 2.3, the Study Area is well served by public rights of way, including regional/sub regional/local cycle routes and long distance walking routes/country walks (the Nene Way, the Jurassic Way, the Grand Union Canal Walk, ...
	2.1.39 As illustrated on Figure 2.3, ‘A’ roads radiate out from the town in all directions. The A45 and the town’s southern bypass are relatively new additions to the town’s road network, as is the M1 which runs through the Study Area close to the sou...
	2.1.40 The water network has historically been very important to the development and prosperity of Northampton, and continues to contribute to the character of the town. The Grand Union Canal flows through the south-west corner of the Study Area, with...
	Northampton’s Landscape Setting
	2.1.41 As illustrated on Figure 2.6, the Northampton urban area has been divided into a number of distinctive Townscape Character Areas.  See the Northampton Urban Design Appraisal (2016) for detailed descriptions of the Townscape Character Areas.
	2.1.42 As illustrated on Figure 2.1, Northampton sits in a “bowl”, encircled by higher land.  These ridges of higher land also form the setting and landscape context of Northampton and its surrounding villages.  The areas of steepest slopes are genera...
	2.1.43 Views towards Northampton from the surrounding countryside, and the character of approaches to the town, are illustrated on Figure 2.7 and Figure 2.8.
	2.1.44 As illustrated on Figure 2.7, there a number of prominent landmark buildings within the Northampton urban area that are visible from much of the Study Area and provide orientation points and “sense of place” - such as the lift tower.  Other bui...
	2.1.45 The role and function that the landscapes surrounding the town contribute to the setting of Northampton is described below in terms of broadly defined zones:
	North-East Zone
	2.1.46 The northern part of this Zone is relatively gentle in its topography. Parts of this Zone contribute to the setting of Northampton (although they are not particularly distinctive), whilst the topography of other parts of this Zone (including th...
	2.1.47 From the majority of this Zone, the large industrial buildings on Moulton Park industrial estate are very prominent on the horizon. The hard edges of some of the residential development on the northern edge of the town are also clearly visible....
	2.1.48 In general, the villages in this Zone have more extensive and prominent modern development surrounding their historic cores than those in the other Zones.
	2.1.49 There is relatively little gap between the northern edge of Northampton and the villages of Boughton, Moulton and Overstone.  There has already been some coalescence along roads, so the open fields around the villages perform an important funct...
	2.1.50 The eastern part of this Zone comprises the Ecton Ridge, a raised ridge of land which separates Northampton from Earls Barton, and which contains the distinctive ironstone village of Ecton. The Ecton Ridge is visually prominent in the landscape...
	Nene Valley East Zone
	2.1.51 This Zone contains the green wedge of land alongside the River Nene, which runs right into the centre of Northampton. The steep ridge to the south plays an important part in the setting of this area, although the combination of vegetation, topo...
	2.1.52 Buildings in the centre of Northampton, and large-scale commercial development at Hardingstone are more noticeable from the western end of this Zone.
	South Zone
	2.1.53 This Zone contains two distinct patterns of landscape setting, which are strongly influenced by the underlying geology.
	2.1.54 The eastern half of this Zone contains the relatively steep ridge of limestone which includes the villages of Cogenhoe, Little Houghton, Great Houghton and Brafield on The Green, and continues to Hunsbury Hill. This ridge forms the southern bac...
	2.1.55 Beyond this limestone ridge to the south east of this Zone there is much less visual connection with Northampton. Instead, the views are out into the distant landscape including the distinctive and extensive deciduous woodlands of Yardley Chase...
	2.1.56 In the western half of this Zone, the landform is more subtle and the slope of land which runs up to the ridge along the edge of the Zone is at several kilometres distance from the edge of the town. Consequently, the setting of this part of Nor...
	2.1.57 The undulating topography means that views towards Northampton are more intermittent.  Where views occur, the most prominent landmarks in the town are the lift tower and the large white distribution warehouses at Swan Valley.
	2.1.58 Beyond the ridge containing the villages of Blisworth and Gayton, the landscape feels very distant from Northampton and there is little visual connection with the town.
	Nene Valley West Zone
	2.1.59 The new development at Upton has a strong visual influence over much of this Zone.  From the Upton area there is a strong sense of the “horseshoe” of higher land, which forms the southern setting of the Northampton. Buildings in the centre of N...
	2.1.60 Further west towards Kislingbury, the landscape is very flat with few clear views of either Northampton or the surrounding landform.
	North West Zone
	2.1.61 The southern part of this Zone (around Harpole) is dominated by the relatively steeply rolling ironstone hills which create distinctive features in the setting of Northampton.
	2.1.62 Looking back, from here towards Northampton, the most prominent buildings are the lift tower, the tower at St Crispin’s Hospital and the large white sheds at Swan Valley.
	2.1.63 Beyond the ridge to the west the landform is orientated away from Northampton towards the wider landscape to the west.  This area includes the land around Harlestone, which is very self-contained visually. Similarly, land north-west of Church B...
	2.1.64 Land to the east of Harlestone Firs and Chapel Brampton has a distinctive rolling form and is important to the setting of Northampton, both in views towards the town from the north, and in views northwards out of the town from the Brampton Vall...
	2.1.65 The Local Landscape Character Areas identified within the Study Area are shown on Figure 2.9 and described in the following sections.

	2.2  Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes
	2.2.1 Harlestone Heath is adjacent to the north western part of Northampton and lies between Althorp Park (13b) to the west, the Brampton Arm Valley and Kingsthorpe Meadow (17a) to the east, and The Bramptons (4b) to the north. Landform is gently roll...
	2.2.2 The landscape comprises a mosaic of different land uses, with small, predominantly arable fields around Harlestone in the west of the area. The centre of the area is dominated by a large woodland plantation at Harlestone Heath. This is mixed, th...
	2.2.3 The small hamlets of Harlestone, Lower Harlestone and Upper Harlestone lie within the LLCA. These are arranged around a network of narrow country lanes and notable for the large number of listed buildings, including the grade I listed 14th centu...
	2.2.4 Key transport corridors through the area include the broadly north-south oriented A428, linking the wider district with the northern edge of Northampton, and the Northampton Loop of the West Coast Mainline. Roads, both major and minor are predom...
	2.2.5 The type of views available in this LLCA relate strongly to the proximity of vegetation, as the character is fairly enclosed. Views tend to be shortened in the south along the valley bottoms and near to the large wooded areas and golf courses. H...
	2.2.6 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of land:
	 Land Parcel 4a(i) comprises two fields and a farmstead, and lacks the distinctive features, recreational value and scenic quality found in other places within LLCA 4a. It is bounded to the north by the woodland at Harlestone Heath, to the west by Lo...
	2.2.7 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The low clipped hedgerows to the agricultural fields and various wooded areas are generally intact and make a positive contribution to the landscape, though the condition of some of the e...
	2.2.8 New development and changes to land management should conserve and enhance the diversity of the landscape, and opportunities should be taken to emphasise this variation within the landscape. The largely wooded Harlestone Heath and the wooded inf...
	2.2.9 The landscape setting of the hamlets around Harlestone, including the small pastoral and arable fields and wooded areas should be conserved, and potential large scale development should be resisted. More detail is provided in the Harlestone Cons...
	2.2.10 The southeastern edge of this landscape character area is particularly vulnerable to development pressures and change due to its proximity to Northampton, including new residential development (Kings Heath SUE) and road infrastructure in the fo...
	2.2.11 The Bramptons is approximately 1.7km to the north of Northampton, with Harlestone Heath (4a) between the urban edge and this LLCA. It also lies between the Brampton Arm Valley and Kingsthorpe Meadow (17a) to the east, and Holdenby (13a) to the ...
	2.2.12 The landscape comprises a mosaic of arable and pasture fields, with the pastoral fields predominantly close to settlement and smaller in scale. Fields are generally bordered by low clipped hedgerows with occasional gaps and some hedgerow trees....
	2.2.13 In the east of the LLCA are the two small settlements of Chapel Brampton and Church Brampton. Both have a nucleated form and have developed around the intersections of a number of roads. Although the settlements are on relatively high ground th...
	2.2.14 Key transport corridors through the area include the broadly north-south orientated A428 (Harlestone Road), and the north-south oriented A5199 (Welford Road), both linking the wider district with the northern edge of Northampton. The Northampto...
	2.2.15 The type of views available in this LLCA relate strongly to the proximity of vegetation, as particularly closer to the settlements the character can be quite enclosed. Views tend to be longer away from the settlements, such as views across the ...
	2.2.16 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The low clipped hedgerows to the agricultural fields and various wooded areas are generally intact and make a positive contribution to the landscape. In places, lower or poorly maintaine...
	2.2.17 New development and changes to land management should take opportunities to conserve and enhance the diversity of the landscape. Small-scale fields close to the settlements should be retained and enhanced, and the pastoral fields next to Brampt...
	2.2.18 The southeastern corner of this landscape character area may be vulnerable to development pressures and change due to its proximity to Northampton road infrastructure in the form of the proposed Northampton Northern Orbital Route. It is importa...
	2.2.19 Pitsford is approximately 2km to the north of Northampton, with Boughton and Moulton (4d) between the urban edge and this LLCA. It also lies between the Brampton Arm Valley and Kingsthorpe Meadow (17a) to the north and west, and the Clay Platea...
	2.2.20 A large proportion of the landscape character area is occupied by arable fields, other than close to the settlement of Pitsford which is surrounded by smaller pastoral fields. Fields are generally bound by thick hedgerows. The area has some sma...
	2.2.21 Pitsford has a nucleated form and with the exception of the south, is surrounded by a series of small and irregular shaped pastoral fields with some well vegetated boundaries, and along the southern edge of the settlement are school sports pitc...
	2.2.22 Key transport corridors through the area include the north-south oriented A508 (Harborough Road) linking Northampton with Market Harborough (in Leicestershire) and the A14 to the north. Brampton Lane forms the southern boundary of the LLCA and ...
	2.2.23 Where breaks in vegetation allow, long views are possible from this LLCA looking northwards, particularly notable from the A508. Long views are also possible heading southwards out of Pitsford, looking towards Northampton.
	2.2.24 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Weak. Poorly maintained, gappy or completely removed hedgerows regularly undermine the landscape condition.
	2.2.25 New development and changes to land management should take opportunities to conserve and enhance the fine grained nature of the pastoral fields around Pitsford, in order to maintain the distinctive setting of the village. Any development propos...
	2.2.26 The fields to the western side of Pitsford and next to the A508 are particularly vulnerable to development due to their accessibility and any proposals should not dominate the footprint and setting of the village.
	2.2.27 The Boughton and Moulton LLCA is directly to the north of Northampton, adjacent to the urban edge. It lies between the Brampton Arm Valley and Kingsthorpe Meadow (17a) to the west, Overstone Park (4e) to the east, and Pitsford (4c) and East of ...
	2.2.28 A large proportion of the landscape character area is occupied by a mosaic of arable and pastoral farming with moderately sized fields. Fields are generally bound by hedgerows, although there are places where these have been removed or degraded...
	2.2.29 The landscape character area includes two ironstone villages; Moulton in the east and Boughton to the west, as well as a number of isolated farmsteads scattered across the area which are partly screened from view by hedgerows, groups of trees o...
	2.2.30 Moulton, which is the larger of the two settlements, has developed along a network of country lanes, with a small central core. The southern part of the village connects with the northern edge of Northampton along Northampton Lane South, and th...
	2.2.31 Boughton has a small central core around the intersection of some minor roads with linear development fronting the road network extending eastwards and southwards from the centre. Development extends south along Harborough Road North linking th...
	2.2.32 There are two main roads through the LLCA heading in a northerly direction from the edge of Northampton. These are the A508 (Harborough Road) and the A43 (Kettering Road). The A508 is predominantly well screened within the landscape, mostly bou...
	2.2.33 The gently rolling landscape and the wooded corridors to watercourses and hedges along field boundaries, together with small woodland blocks and the enclosure provided by trees in Boughton Park mean that views tend to be fairly short. There are...
	2.2.34 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of land:
	2.2.35 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Weak. The wooded edges to the historic parkland are generally intact, and these, along with the sinuous wooded corridors along watercourses make a positive contribution to the landscape charac...
	2.2.36 The guidance in the following paragraphs does not apply to the part of the LLCA in the Borough of Wellingborough.
	2.2.37 Parts of this LLCA are under considerable pressure for development due to proximity to the northern edge of Northampton. This includes proposals for the Northampton Northern Orbital Route (NNOR) linking the A5199 (near to Chapel Brampton) and t...
	2.2.38 Adverse effects of the NNOR should be minimised through careful routeing of the road and should include the conservation of existing landscape features including the integrity of the meandering valley orientated east to west, the riparian veget...
	2.2.39 The Overstone Park LLCA is directly to the north east of Northampton, adjacent to the urban edge. It lies between Boughton and Moulton (4d) to the west, Ecton (4f) to the southeast, an area of Clay Plateau LCT to the north and Rolling Ironstone...
	2.2.40 A large proportion of the western half of this LLCA is occupied by woodland, a golf course, and parkland, including areas of pasture. The eastern part, to the east of Ecton Lane, is predominantly medium to large scale arable fields, with smalle...
	2.2.41 The settlement at Overstone consists of mainly post-war residential properties fronting Sywell Road, creating a linear village. On the northern side of the road properties have vegetated rear gardens that back onto arable fields. The southern s...
	2.2.42 Sywell, in the northeast of the LLCA, has a conservation area. The small village is separated from Overstone by a single field, and has a number of listed properties, including the grade II* listed Sywell Hall, and the Church of St Peter and St...
	2.2.43 Roads through the study area are minor, including Sywell/Overstone Road, and Ecton Road. These roads connect settlements and farmsteads with the main roads outside the LLCA. There are very few Public Rights of Way within the LLCA, and none with...
	2.2.44 The flat to gently rolling landscape and the significant areas of woodland, trees and hedgerows mean that views in this area tend to be fairly short. Views into Overstone Park are very limited due to the high wall surrounding it. There are occa...
	2.2.45 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of land:
	2.2.46 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Weak. The wooded edges to the historic parkland are generally intact, and these, along with the sinuous wooded corridors along watercourses make a positive contribution to the landscape charac...
	2.2.47 The guidance in the following paragraphs does not apply to the part of the LLCA in the Borough of Wellingborough.
	2.2.48 Parts of this LLCA are under considerable pressure for development due to proximity to the northeastern edge of Northampton. This includes proposals for the Northampton – North SUE, which is immediately adjacent to the western edge of this LLCA...
	2.2.49 Overstone village does not yet physically connect with Northampton and will be at risk of coalescence. Further development around Overstone and Sywell should be resisted particularly where features, such as fields, hedgerow boundaries and woode...
	2.2.50 Ecton is directly to the north east of Northampton, adjacent to the urban edge. It lies between Overstone Park (4e) to the north, Nene Valley – the Washlands (18d) to the south, and an area of Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes LCT to the east, wh...
	2.2.51 The landscape predominantly comprises a mosaic of arable and pastoral fields, with the pasture mostly clustered in smaller fields around the village of Ecton. There are scattered small belts and blocks of deciduous woodland, with the largest bl...
	2.2.52 The settlement at Ecton has a historic core of buildings that are predominantly built from local stone, a mix of limestone and ironstone, and with roofing materials of a mix of natural slate and thatch. This historic core is a conservation area...
	2.2.53 The A4500 cuts east-west through this LLCA to the north of Ecton. This road corridor is predominantly heavily vegetated, especially on the stretch between Northampton and Ecton, although to the northeast of Ecton the hedgerows are gappy, result...
	2.2.54 Despite the vegetated nature of the urban edge of Northampton on the west of this LLCA, occasional glimpsed views are possible due to the rolling nature of the landform and the easternmost settled area of Northampton (between Ecton West Lodge a...
	2.2.55 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The woodland in the historic parkland to the east of Ecton makes a positive contribution to the landscape character. The hedgerow network is gappy in places, and much of the ‘parkland style’ fen...

	2.3  Clay Plateau
	2.3.1 East of Pitsford is approximately 1.5km to the north east of Northampton, with Boughton and Moulton (4d) between the urban edge and this LLCA. It lies between Pitsford (4c) to the west, and an area of Clay Plateau LCT to the east and Rolling Iro...
	2.3.2 Land use in this LLCA is predominantly arable farming, with the fields bordered by low to medium hedgerows with limited hedgerow trees. There are areas of remnant ridge and furrow in the east of the LLCA.  Woodland cover is limited to one small ...
	2.3.3 The west and south of the LLCA is bounded by a minor road which connects Moulton and Pitsford. Other routes through the area include the north-south orientated Holcot Road connects the villages of Moulton, on the north of Northampton, with Holco...
	2.3.4 Views are possible from the edges of the narrow plateau in both a northwards direction, with vistas over Pitsford Water, and southwards, looking towards Moulton and the edge of Northampton, though views south are limited by tree belts in the adj...
	2.3.5 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Weak.  Hedgerows are regularly fragmented, along with a lack or loss of hedgerow trees around larger fields, which are common features locally. Where dry stone walls occur, such as along parts ...
	2.3.6 The guidance in the following paragraph does not apply to the part of the LLCA in the Borough of Wellingborough.
	2.3.7 LLCA 5a East of Pitsford has a simple agricultural landscape pattern, and land management practices should help to strengthen this. The network of hedgerows and occasional stretches of stone walling around arable fields are characteristic and th...

	2.4  River Valley Floodplain
	2.4.1 Brampton Arm Valley & Kingsthorpe Meadow extends northwards from within the urban area of Northampton, with areas of Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes (including 4a – Harlestone Heath, 4b – The Bramptons, 4c – Pitsford, and 4d – Broughton and Moul...
	2.4.2 This LLCA has a mix of land uses, including both pasture and arable agriculture, a nature reserve at Kingsthorpe Meadow, and playing fields. There are a number of small blocks and belts, of woodland, predominantly deciduous, and field boundaries...
	2.4.3 The A428 (Spencer Bridge Road) in the centre of Northampton denotes the southern extent of this LLCA. Other roads crossing the narrow area are Mill Lane, which crosses the river at Kingsthorpe Meadow Nature Reserve; the A5199 (Northampton Road) ...
	2.4.4 Two promoted routes pass through the landscape character area; the Midshires Way which joins the Brampton Valley Way at Pitsford and Brampton station on the Northampton and Lamport Railway. The Brampton Valley Way runs alongside the Northampton ...
	2.4.5 The flat, floodplain topography, and the well vegetated nature of the landscape mean that views in this area tend to be fairly short, unless a more elevated position can be gained, such as in some locations on the fringes of the LLCA. The A5199 ...
	2.4.6 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of land:
	2.4.7 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The majority of landscape features in the valley are well maintained, although around larger fields there is evidence of hedgerow fragmentation or lack of management, and also a loss of other lan...
	2.4.8 New development and changes to land management practices should conserve and enhance the simplicity of the quiet, mixed farming and pastoral landscapes that characterise the floodplain. In view of flooding constraints, there is likely to be a pr...
	2.4.9 Woodland cover within the floodplain is generally low, with the local pattern of tree lines along watercourses, the Brampton Valley Way and Midshires Way and roads forming important local features. The intricate pattern of tree cover along these...

	2.5  Undulating Hills & Valleys
	2.5.1 Holdenby is approximately 3.5km to the north west of Northampton, with Harlestone Heath (4a) and The Bramptons (4b) between the urban edge and this LLCA. It lies between Althorpe Park (13b) to the south west, Brampton Arm Valley and Kingsthorpe ...
	2.5.2 The landscape is agricultural, and is predominantly arable land with some areas of pasture in the north. The LLCA contains a number of distinctive blocks of woodland, most of which are deciduous, including two ‘Circular Spinneys’ and an area of ...
	2.5.3 Key transport corridors through the area include the A428 which forms the southern boundary of the area, and the north-south oriented A5199 (Welford Road), both linking the wider district with the northern edge of Northampton. Other, more minor ...
	2.5.4 Long views are possible from some places in this LLCA, particularly to the south east of Holdenby, looking eastwards along the valley, though in other locations views are limited to adjacent fields due to undulating topography and proximity of v...
	2.5.5 Landscape condition is considered to be Good. There is a well maintained network of hedgerows, with frequent hedgerow trees, wide, well maintained verges, and remnants of parkland character, such as parkland trees that contribute positively to t...
	2.5.6 This agricultural landscape is characterised by a mosaic of medium to large arable and pastoral fields, well maintained hedgerows, trees and small, distinctively shaped woodlands on a rolling landform. New development or changes in land manageme...
	2.5.7 Althorpe Park is approximately 2.5km to the north west of Northampton, with Harlestone Heath (4a) between the urban edge and this LLCA. Other surrounding areas include Holdenby (13a) to the north, The Bramptons (4b) to the north west, Norbottle ...
	2.5.8 The grade II* listed park is roughly circular, and approximately 1.5km in diameter, with the house in the centre of its park, on low ground which rises to its north-west and south-east. The main park is surrounded by a tall, ironstone wall. The ...
	2.5.9 The park is permanent pasture, with a large number of parkland trees, and extensive areas of remnant ridge and furrow. There are formal gardens around the house, which is grade I listed and was built c. 1508. The gardens also include an arboretu...
	2.5.10 Landscape condition is considered to be Good. The parkland landscape is well maintained, with many features that contribute positively to the landscape and reinforce a sense of place.
	2.5.11 The valued historic landscape and features should be retained and protected from decline. Development or agricultural practices should protect and conserve valued features from any further loss, notably the irreplaceable areas of ridge and furrow.
	2.5.12 Nobottle is directly to the west of Northampton, adjacent to the urban edge. To the north lies Harlestone Heath (4a) and Althorpe Park (13b), and to the south is Harpole (13d). To the west is a wider area of Undulating Hills and Valleys LCT, be...
	2.5.13 The landscape is agricultural, and is predominantly arable land with some areas of pasture. There are areas of remnant ridge and furrow scattered across the LLCA. The landscape contains a number of significant blocks and belts of woodland, incl...
	2.5.14 Settlement in the area is scattered and sparse, with part of the small hamlet of Nobottle falling within the far western extents of the LLCA. Elsewhere are occasional isolated properties and farmsteads. In the northwest of the LLCA, are a small...
	2.5.15 Key transport corridors through the area include the broadly east-west orientated Roman Road linking the north-west suburban area of Northampton with the small villages of Little Brington and Whilton (outside this LLCA). Other roads include min...
	2.5.16 Landscape condition is considered to be Good. There is a well maintained network of hedgerows, with frequent hedgerow trees, and remnants of parkland character in the northwest, such as tree clumps and parkland trees. These features, along with...
	2.5.17 The guidance in the following paragraphs does not apply to the part of the LLCA in South Northamptonshire District.
	2.5.18 This agricultural landscape is characterised by a mosaic of medium to large arable and pastoral fields, well maintained hedgerows, trees and woodlands. New development or changes in land management should conserve and enhance the balance of the...
	2.5.19 The eastern edge of this LLCA is particularly vulnerable to development pressures and change due to its proximity to Northampton, including new residential development (Northampton West SUE) and associated road infrastructure. It is important, ...
	2.5.20 Harpole is directly to the west of Northampton, adjacent to the urban edge. To the north lies Norbottle (13c), and to the south is Nene Valley – Kislingbury (18a) and Nene Valley – Hunsbury Meadows (18b). To the west is a wider area of Undulati...
	2.5.21 The landscape is predominantly agricultural, and is a mixture of pasture and arable land. To the southwest of the village of Harpole is an extensive area of pasture and arable land with a number of scattered parkland trees, and a lake, giving t...
	2.5.22 The village of Harpole lies in the centre of the area, and has a conservation area across it’s linear historic core.  The conservation area contains a number of listed building, including the 12th Century Church of All Saints which is grade II*...
	2.5.23 Key transport corridors through the area include the A4500 which cuts through the east of the LLCA, and forms much of its southern boundary. The M1 forms the southwest boundary of the area. Other roads through the area are more minor, rural rou...
	2.5.24 From the northern side of this LLCA, and from the isolated areas of higher ground such as Glassthorpe Hill, long views are possible across this LLCA and to the landscape beyond. Views are also possible to the edge of Northampton. In the lower l...
	2.5.25 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of land:
	2.5.26 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. There is a predominantly well maintained network of hedgerows and hedgerow trees, and remnants of parkland character to the south west of Harpole. However, in places hedgerows are gappy, poorly ...
	2.5.27 The guidance in the following paragraphs does not apply to the part of the LLCA in South Northamptonshire District.
	2.5.28 This agricultural landscape is characterised by a mosaic of medium to large arable and pastoral fields, well maintained hedgerows, trees and woodlands. New development or changes in land management should conserve and enhance the balance of the...
	2.5.29 The eastern edge of this LLCA is particularly vulnerable to development pressures and change due to its proximity to Northampton, including ongoing new residential development (Upton Lodge/Norwood Farm SUE) and associated road infrastructure. I...
	2.5.30 Any new development pertaining to Harpole should be sustainable, high quality, well designed and respond to its context in terms of urban and architectural design. There is a need to promote the sympathetic management of open space within the c...
	2.5.31 Rothersthorpe lies to the south west of Northampton, beyond the Broad River Valley Floodplain of the River Nene. Surrounding the landscape along its southern edge are Gayton (13f) and Milton Malsor (13g). To the north are the Nene Valley LLCAs ...
	2.5.32 The landscape is predominantly agricultural, and is mostly comprised of arable fields, with some smaller pastoral fields close to settlement and farmsteads. There is also a solar farm covering a large field approximately 800m to the west of Rot...
	2.5.33 The village of Rothersthorpe lies in the centre of the area, and there is a large industrial estate to the north of the M1. There are also a number of scattered farmsteads within the LLCA. Rothersthorpe village has a conservation area, formed o...
	2.5.34 Key transport corridors through the area include the M1 which cuts through the north of the LLCA, creating a separated parcel of land between the motorway and the edge of Northampton and River Nene Valley. Other roads through the area include t...
	2.5.35 The type of views available in this LLCA relate strongly to the proximity of vegetation, as tree cover is intermittent, and the topography is flat to gently undulating. Despite the flat or gently undulating topography, the predominantly medium ...
	2.5.36 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of land:
	2.5.37 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. There is a predominantly well maintained network of hedgerows and hedgerow trees. However, in places hedgerows are gappy or poorly maintained. There is also significant landscape change occurrin...
	2.5.38 The guidance in the following paragraphs only applies to the part of the LLCA within Northampton Borough.
	2.5.39 New development or changes in land management should conserve and enhance the balance of the elements that are characteristic of this landscape, including the mosaic of medium to large arable fields, smaller scale pastoral fields close to settl...
	2.5.40 Valued intact historic landscape features, including the Grand Union Canal, should be protected from decline. Alterations to the canal network to accommodate increased tourism, including development at marinas should be integrated into the rura...
	2.5.41 The northern edge of this LLCA is particularly vulnerable to development pressures and change due to its proximity to Northampton, including ongoing development of the industrial estate at Hunsbury Meadows and associated road infrastructure. It...
	2.5.42 Gayton lies approximately 3km to the south west of Northampton, with Rothersthorpe (13e) between the urban edge and this LLCA. It also lies between Milton Malsor (13g) to the east, Blisworth (6f) to the south east, and to the east, a wider area...
	2.5.43 The landscape is predominantly agricultural, with a mosaic of larger arable and smaller pastoral fields, with the small settlement of Gayton in the centre, and scattered farmsteads and isolated properties spread across the area. There are a num...
	2.5.44 The village of Gayton in the centre of the LLCA has a conservation area. The historic parts of the settlement are centred on the High Street and an area around the church, with many of the earlier vernacular limestone properties dating from the...
	2.5.45 The LLCA is bounded to the north by the west coast mainline railway, and to the east by the A43. Other roads through the area are rural local roads, including Bugbrooke Road which runs through Gayton, and Banbury Lane through the northwest of t...
	2.5.46 There are long views possible from various places in this LLCA due to the combination of intermittent vegetation and the topography, such as where heading northwards from Gayton, where long views are possible towards Northampton.  Within the vi...
	2.5.47 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The well maintained hedgerows to the agricultural fields and various well-treed corridors such as the dismantled railway are generally intact and make a positive contribution to the land...
	2.5.48 The Milton Malsor LLCA lies adjacent to the southwestern edge of Northampton, between Rothersthorpe (13e) to the west, Gayton (13f) to the south, and Grange Park (6c) and South of Collingtree (6d) to the east. Landform is predominantly gently s...
	2.5.49 The landscape is predominantly agricultural, with a mosaic of larger arable and smaller pastoral fields. To the north of the M1, there are smaller pasture fields, and a mosaic of other land uses such as golf courses and public open space includ...
	2.5.50 The villages of Milton Malsor and Collingtree, a small industrial estate, and a number of farmsteads lie within the LLCA. Milton Malsor and Collingtree both have Conservation areas. Milton Malsor has a dense historic core around some minor road...
	2.5.51 Key transport corridors through the area include the M1 which cuts through the north of the LLCA, creating a separated strip of land between the motorway and the edge of Northampton.  Other roads through the area include the A43 which forms the...
	2.5.52 The type of views available in this LLCA relate strongly to the proximity of vegetation, as tree cover is intermittent, and the topography is undulating. There are some slightly longer views available when heading northwards towards the shallow...
	2.5.53 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of land:
	2.5.54 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The generally well maintained hedgerows to the agricultural fields make a positive contribution to the landscape. However, missing or lower hedgerows in some locations, occasional hedgerow gaps ...
	2.5.55 The guidance in the following paragraphs only applies to the part of the LLCA within Northampton Borough.
	2.5.56 New development or changes in land management should conserve and enhance the balance of the elements that are characteristic of this landscape, including the mosaic of medium to large arable fields, smaller scale pastoral fields close to settl...
	2.5.57 Development or agricultural practices should protect and conserve valued features from any further loss, including the irreplaceable areas of ridge and furrow, and parkland trees. Riparian planting along watercourses should be maintained and en...
	2.5.58 The northern edge of this LLCA is particularly vulnerable to development pressures and change due to its proximity to Northampton, in terms of residential development (including the Northampton South SUE) and any associated road infrastructure....

	2.6  Broad River Valley Floodplain
	2.6.1 The Nene Valley - Kislingbury LLCA lies approximately 1.5km to the west of Northampton, with the Nene Valley – Hunsbury Meadows (18b) between this LLCA and the urban edge. This part of the Nene Valley to the west of Northampton cuts through a la...
	2.6.2 The landscape comprises a mosaic of arable fields with some small areas of pasture close to settlement, such as close to Kislingbury. There are areas of remnant ridge and furrow scattered across the LLCA. The settlement of Kislingbury has a cons...
	2.6.3 Key transport corridors through the area include the M1 which bisects the area running east-west, and the A4500 which forms much of the northern boundary of the LLCA.  Other roads are minor, including those through the settlement of Kislingbury....
	2.6.4 Views in this LLCA tend to be shorter along the valley bottom and near to vegetation and settlement, though vantage points from the edges of the LLCA, and from exposed and elevated roads crossing the area such as the M1 and from some locations a...
	2.6.5 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The generally well maintained hedgerows to the agricultural fields make a positive contribution to the landscape. However in places field expansion, road infrastructure and other uses has resulte...
	2.6.6 The Nene Valley – Hunsbury Meadows LLCA lies directly to the west of Northampton, cutting into the urban area. This part of the Nene Valley to the west of Northampton cuts through a landscape of Undulating Hills and Valleys, including Harpole (1...
	2.6.7 The landscape comprises a mosaic of different land uses, with areas of pasture on the lower lying land close to water, and some arable fields on the fringes of the area, close to Kislingbury.  Where the LLCA meets the edge of Northampton, Upton ...
	2.6.8 Key transport corridors through the area include the A5076, which is well screened and cuts north-south through the area where it meets the edge of Northampton; and a more exposed route joining the A4500 (outside the LLCA) to the industrial esta...
	2.6.9 Views in this LLCA tend to be shortened along the valley bottom and near to vegetation, though vantage points from the edges of the LLCA, and from exposed and elevated roads crossing the area such as Upton Valley Way North, give views over and a...
	2.6.10 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of land:
	2.6.11 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Weak. The landscape has some generally well maintained hedgerows and trees, particularly closer to the river. However, further from the watercourse, ongoing development, road infrastructure an...
	2.6.12 The guidance in the following paragraphs only applies to the part of the LLCA within Northampton Borough.
	2.6.13 New development and changes to land management practices should be controlled or encouraged to conserve and enhance the simplicity of the open, predominantly pastoral landscapes that characterise the undeveloped parts of the floodplain. Opportu...
	2.6.14 The northern edge of this LLCA is under particular pressure for residential development due to proximity to Northampton (Northampton Upton Park SUE). Any mitigation of development should be in keeping with landscape character and should include...
	2.6.15 The Nene Valley – Delapre LLCA lies in the centre of Northampton, predominantly surrounded by the urban area. To the east lies the Nene Valley – The Washlands (18d). Landform is floodplain in the north containing the meandering course of the Ri...
	2.6.16 A large proportion of the south of the landscape character area is occupied by a golf course, with woodland, recreation grounds and waterbodies in the north. Parcels of land are generally bound by hedgerows and/or trees, although there are plac...
	2.6.17 The landscape character area includes the grade II* listed Delapre Abbey, a neo-classical mansion incorporating the remains of a monastery. The grounds of the Abbey, and much of the LLCA are a Registered Battlefield, as the site of the advance ...
	2.6.18 The LLCA provides a significant area of greenspace within the urban extent of Northampton, and some of it is publicly accessible, including Beckett’s Park and Midsummer Meadow Recreation Ground to the north of the River Nene, and parts of Delap...
	2.6.19 The type of views available in this LLCA relate strongly to the proximity of vegetation, as the character is fairly enclosed in places, particularly in the centre and south of the area, and in the vicinity of the golf course. In the north of th...
	2.6.20 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of land:
	2.6.21 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The historic parkland around the Abbey has some remnants which provide a significant contribution to landscape character, such as the tree lined approach to the Abbey and associated woodland. Th...
	2.6.22 Any limited new development or changes in land management practices should conserve and enhance the historic character of the LLCA. Opportunities should be taken to conserve and restore the historic parkland as appropriate, such as restoring lo...
	2.6.23 The Nene Valley – The Washlands LLCA lies directly to the east of Northampton, adjacent to the urban edge. This part of the Nene Valley to the east of Northampton cuts through the landscape with Rolling Ironstone Valley Slopes to the north (inc...
	2.6.24 The landscape comprises a mosaic of different land uses, predominantly focussed around the waterbodies. In the centre of the area is Billing Aquadrome, a large holiday park, with static caravans, caravan parking, and associated amenities. Build...
	2.6.25 Key transport corridors through the area include the A45, which cuts through the northern side of the LLCA, and the A428 forms the southern boundary of the western part of the LLCA.    Roads, both major and minor are predominantly well screened...
	2.6.26 The vegetated nature of the landscape gives a predominantly fairly enclosed feeling. Views tend to be shortened along the valley bottom and near to buildings and roads,   though vantage points from the edges of the LLCA, such as along the A428,...
	2.6.27 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of land:
	2.6.28 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Weak. In places, gappy hedgerows and lack of hedgerow management undermines the landscape condition. There are also small areas where wear and tear, abuse or neglect of features such as fencin...
	2.6.29 The guidance in the following paragraphs only applies to the part of the LLCA within Northampton Borough.
	2.6.30 New development and changes to land management practices should be controlled or encouraged to conserve and enhance the simplicity of the open mixed farming and pastoral landscapes that characterise the undeveloped parts of the floodplain. Oppo...
	2.6.31 Any mitigation of development should be in keeping with landscape character and should include hedgerows, copses and riparian planting to help integrate the development into the landscape. The enhancement of hedgerows to strengthen their visual...

	2.7  Limestone Valley Slopes
	2.7.1 The Great Houghton LLCA lies adjacent to the western edge of Northampton, between Nene Valley – the Washlands (18d) to the north, Cogenhoe (12b) to the east, and Brafield-on-the-Green (6a) to the south. Landform is gently sloping towards the edg...
	2.7.2 The landscape comprises a mosaic of land uses, with larger, arable fields away from the edge of Northampton. To the north of the dismantled railway is predominantly pasture, and there is a wide belt of woodland, scrub and open spaces adjacent to...
	2.7.3 The dismantled railway (Bedford-Northampton line) forms a distinctive tree lined corridor through this landscape, a short stretch of which, to the west of Great Houghton, has been converted to a cycle route. This connects Great Houghton, via the...
	2.7.4 The village of Great Houghton lies within the eastern part of the LLCA. This lies along a small country road with a series of modern cu-de-sacs branching from it, with its historic core lying in its northern part, to the north of the dismantled ...
	2.7.5 Key transport corridors through the area include the A428 which forms the northern boundary of the LLCA, linking the wider district with the western edge of Northampton. Roads, both major and minor are predominantly screened to varying degrees b...
	2.7.6 The type of views available in this LLCA relate strongly to the proximity of vegetation, as the character is fairly enclosed, particularly within the country park. In the north of the LLCA, long views are possible across the Nene Valley, looking...
	2.7.7 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of land:
	2.7.8 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The low clipped hedgerows to the agricultural fields are generally intact and make a positive contribution to the landscape. In places, poorly maintained hedgerows, occasional hedgerow ga...
	2.7.9 The guidance in the following paragraphs only applies to the part of the LLCA within Northampton Borough.
	2.7.10 New development and changes to land management should conserve and enhance the diversity of the landscape. The mosaic of grassland and woodland within the Brackmills Country Park should be maintained – this both provides a distinctive wooded ed...
	2.7.11 The landscape setting of Great Houghton, including the smaller fields close to the settlement edge, some of which are playing fields, the high hedgerows and hedgerow trees, and the green corridor of the dismantled railway should be conserved. I...
	2.7.12 The western edge of this landscape character area (north of the B526) is particularly vulnerable to development pressures and change due to its proximity to Northampton, including new residential development (South of Brackmills SUE). It is imp...
	2.7.13 The Cogenhoe LLCA lies to the west Northampton, with Great Houghton (12a) between this LLCA and the urban edge. To the north is Nene Valley – the Washlands (18d) and to the south is Brafield-on-the-Green (6a). To the east is a wider area of Lim...
	2.7.14 The landscape comprises a mosaic of mixed agriculture, settlement and woodland. Fields are predominantly arable, with pasture close to settlements and on the steeper slopes to the Nene Valley. There are areas of remnant ridge and furrow scatter...
	2.7.15 There are two settlements in the LLCA, Cogenhoe, and the smaller Little Horton. Both settlements have conservation areas around their historic cores, and a significant number of listed buildings. The remains of the historic settlement at Cogenh...
	2.7.16 The nucleated village of Little Horton has a historic core with distinctive buildings, generally constructed in limestone and ironstone, including the grade II* listed church of St Mary the Virgin. Open spaces and vegetation play a significant ...
	2.7.17 Key transport corridors through the area include the A428, which cuts through the southwestern part of the LLCA.  Other roads connecting the settlements are minor, with routes following the edge of the Nene Valley, such as Whiston Road. The scr...
	2.7.18 The topography of this landscape with its shallow valleys, and the adjacent wider Nene Valley give many opportunities for long views, particularly in the north and from more elevated positions. Views are possible across Northampton, and also fu...
	2.7.19 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The low clipped hedgerows to the agricultural fields are generally intact and make a positive contribution to the landscape. In places, poorly maintained or gappy hedgerows slightly unde...

	2.8  Undulating Claylands
	2.8.1 The Brafield–on-the-Green LLCA lies close to the southwestern edge of Northampton, with Great Houghton (12a) between this LLCA and the urban edge. To the south lies Piddington (6b), and to the east is an area of Limestone Valley Slopes LCT, Undu...
	2.8.2 This extensive agricultural landscape comprises a mosaic of arable and pasture, with occasional small blocks of woodland. The dismantled railway is a distinctive linear feature through the landscape, with woodland and scrub along much of its len...
	2.8.3 There are two settlements in the LLCA, Brafield-on-the-Green in the northeast, and the northern part of Hackleton in the south.  Brafield-on-the-Green has a conservation area around its historic core, in the northwest of the village, centred aro...
	2.8.4 Key transport corridors through the area include the A428, which cuts through the north of the LLCA, through Brafield-on-the-Green, and the B526, which forms the southern boundary of the LLCA.  Other roads connecting the settlements are minor, i...
	2.8.5 This landscape is predominantly flat to gently undulating, which, in combination with intermittent tree cover gives some opportunities for longer views. This includes long views from west of the area looking south towards Preston Deanery, where ...
	2.8.6 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The low clipped hedgerows to the agricultural fields and various wooded areas are generally intact and make a positive contribution to the landscape. In places, occasional hedgerow gaps a...
	2.8.7 The Piddington LLCA lies adjacent to the southwestern edge of Northampton, with Brafield-on-the-Green (6a) to the north, Grange Park (6c) to the west, Courteenhall (6d) to the south west, and to the east is an area of Low Wooded Clay Ridge LCT, ...
	2.8.8 The landscape comprises a mosaic of predominantly medium to large scale arable fields, with occasional smaller fields of pasture near to settlements or farmsteads. There is very little woodland in the area, with occasional small blocks or belts ...
	2.8.9 The small villages of Piddington and Quinton, the south side of the village of Hackleton and the hamlet of Preston Deanery, along with a number of scattered small farmsteads and other properties lie within the LLCA. Quinton is a small nucleated ...
	2.8.10 Transport corridors through the area are relatively minor, but the southern boundary of the area is defined by the M1, and the northern boundary by the B526, which runs through the centre of Hackleton. Both these main roads are generally quite ...
	2.8.11 Long distance views are frequently available in this LLCA, such as from Preston Deanery Road, where the lack of hedgerows and topography allow long views across the fields towards Northampton. Wide panoramic views are also possible from the sou...
	2.8.12 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of land:
	2.8.13 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The low clipped hedgerows to the agricultural fields and pockets of woodland are generally intact and make a positive contribution to the landscape. In places, field amalgamation, occasi...
	2.8.14 The guidance in the following paragraphs only applies to the part of the LLCA within Northampton Borough.
	2.8.15 New development or changes in land management practices should conserve the simplicity of the elements that define this generally quiet agricultural landscape. Intrusion of development onto more elevated land between watercourses (particularly ...
	2.8.16 The landscape settings of Piddington, Quinton and Preston Deanery, including the smaller fields, thick hedgerows and hedgerow trees should be conserved and enhanced.
	2.8.17 The western edge of this landscape character area is particularly vulnerable to development pressures and change due to its proximity to Northampton. It is important, therefore, that where development is considered, its integration with the loc...
	2.8.18 The Grange Park LLCA lies adjacent to the southern edge of Northampton, with Piddington (6b) Brafield-on-the-Green (6a) to the north, Grange Park (6c) to the west, Courteenhall (6d) to the south west, and to the east is an area of Low Wooded Cl...
	2.8.19 The predominantly residential Grange Park forms most of the southeastern part of the area, there are also a number of industrial units in the south, and in the parcel of land between Grange Park and the A45. To the west of the A45 is the Collin...
	2.8.20 Key transport corridors through the area include the broadly north-south oriented A45, linking the M1 with the southern edge of Northampton, and Quinton Road, which forms part of the eastern boundary of the LLCA. The M1 forms the southern bound...
	2.8.21 Views available in this LLCA are predominantly limited by proximity to vegetation or buildings as the character is fairly enclosed. In places in the north of the area there are slightly longer views looking along the floodplain. Views to the re...
	2.8.22 Those parts of this LLCA that fall within Northampton Borough include the following parcels of land:
	2.8.23 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The hedgerows and fenced field boundaries are generally well maintained, though where there is immature planting around newer development it is apparent that it will take time for mature screeni...
	2.8.24 For the part of this LLCA within Northampton Borough, new development and changes to land management should conserve and enhance the diversity of the landscape, and opportunities should be taken to emphasise this variation within the landscape....
	2.8.25 The northern edge of this landscape character area is particularly vulnerable to development pressures and change due to its proximity to Northampton, though the area around the golf course has been identified as structural greenspace associate...
	2.8.26 The Courteenhall LLCA lies to the south of Northampton beyond the M1, with Grange Park (6c) between this LLCA and the edge of the town.  Piddington (6b) is to the east, South of Collingtree (6e) to the west, and to the south is a wider area of ...
	2.8.27 The dominant feature of this LLCA is the grade II listed parkland of Courteenhall. The grade II* listed house at Courteenhall stands on high ground towards the centre of the roughly circular park c. 1km in diameter. The northern third of the pa...
	2.8.28 Outside the registered park, the landscape within this LLCA is predominantly arable, with some pasture in the south east of the area. Woodland is also a feature with a long belt of mixed woodland along the side of the M1, and further blocks and...
	2.8.29 Roads through the area are few and minor, though the M1 forms the eastern boundary of the LLCA, and the A508 the western boundary. Both of these roads are predominantly well screened by vegetation, though are audible in places. The local roads ...
	2.8.30 The tree cover in this landscape gives only limited opportunities for views, which are usually restricted to adjacent field parcels. There is some visual connection with the conservation area in the village and the estate/house.
	2.8.31 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate to Good. The well managed hedgerows and frequent hedgerow trees around the agricultural fields, and pockets of woodland are generally intact and make a positive contribution to the landscape. In ...
	2.8.32 The South of Collingtree LLCA lies to the south of Northampton beyond the M1, with Grange Park (6c) and Milton Malsor (13g) between this LLCA and the edge of the town.  Collingtree (6d) is to the east, and to the south is Blisworth (6f) and als...
	2.8.33 The landscape south of Collingtree is an arable landscape, with blocks and sinuous belts of woodland that are often associated with watercourses. The woodlands are predominantly deciduous. There is little settlement in the area other than scatt...
	2.8.34 Key transport corridors through the area include two branches of the west coast mainline railway, which splits just to the south of the area. The railway lines sit in well vegetated, deep cuttings (Roade cutting) in the south, where they emerge...
	2.8.35 Views in this landscape are predominantly limited by proximity of vegetation, which often limits visibility beyond adjacent field parcels. Some long views are available from the south of the area on slightly higher ground looking north towards ...
	2.8.36 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The predominantly well managed hedgerows and frequent hedgerow trees around the agricultural fields, and pockets of woodland are generally intact and make a positive contribution to the landscap...
	2.8.37 The Blisworth LLCA lies approximately 3.2km to the south of Northampton beyond the M1, with Grange Park (6c), South of Collingtree (6e) and Milton Malsor (13g) between this LLCA and the edge of the town.  Gayton (13f) is to the north west, and ...
	2.8.38 The Blisworth LLCA is a predominantly agricultural landscape, with a mix of predominantly larger arable and smaller pastoral fields.  Field boundaries are predominantly low hedgerow, with occasional hedgerow trees, and with occasional stock or ...
	2.8.39 Much of the settlement of Blisworth, including parts of the conservation area associated with the Grand Union Canal, fall within this LLCA. The Blisworth conservation area encompasses much of the settlement along the High Street and Stoke Road,...
	2.8.40 Key transport corridors through the area include the A43 in the west, and a short stretch of the west coast mainline railway, which forms part of the eastern boundary of the LLCA. Other roads through the area are more minor, including the disti...
	2.8.41 The undulating nature of the landform in this area means most views are limited to the adjacent two or three field parcels, with some opportunities for longer views over the narrow valleys, such as heading northwards on Stoke Road towards Blisw...
	2.8.42 Landscape condition is considered to be Moderate. The predominantly well managed hedgerows and frequent hedgerow trees around the agricultural fields, and small pockets of woodland are generally intact and make a positive contribution to the la...


	3.0  LAndscape Sensitivity Assessment
	3.1 General
	3.1.1 Informed by the findings of the Landscape Character Assessment from Section 2.0, this section sets out advice on the sensitivity of LLCAs within the Study Area to development-led change.  The Landscape Sensitivity Assessment also includes recomm...

	3.2 Landscape Sensitivity within Study Area
	3.2.1 The assessment of the sensitivity of LLCAs within the Study Area to development-led change is set out on Table 1 and illustrated spatially on Figure 3.1.  This should be read in conjunction with the methodology and assessment criteria set out in...

	3.3 Landscape Capacity of Land within Northampton Borough
	3.3.1 The assessment of the potential capacity of landscapes within Northampton Borough to accommodate development is set out on Table 1 and illustrated spatially on Figure 3.2.  This should be read in conjunction with the methodology and assessment c...


	4.0 SUMMARY & RECOMMENDATIONS
	4.1 Summary
	4.1.1 The key findings of the assessment of the sensitivity of LLCAs within the Study Area to development-led change are summarised on Table 2.
	4.1.2 The key findings of the assessment of the potential capacity of landscapes within Northampton Borough to accommodate development are summarised on Table 3.

	4.2  Recommendations
	4.2.1 In line with the paras 170 and 171 of the NPPF 2018, and consistent with best practice advocated by the Government’s national Planning Practice Guidance, it is recommended that Northampton Borough Council uses the findings of this Study as follo...
	4.2.2 The findings of this Study should be used to inform the assessment of potential site allocations for the new Local Plan alongside other relevant evidence.
	4.2.3 The findings of this Study should also be used to support Local Plan policy formulation with regard to the role that the urban fringe landscapes around Northampton play in terms of:
	 Avoiding coalescence between Northampton and settlements in the neighbouring authorities.
	 Provision of accessible and biodiverse green infrastructure networks.
	 Recognising the intrinsic value of landscape in their own right, and also landscapes that make a strong contribution to the historic significance and setting of heritage assets.
	 Opportunities for helping to protect and enhance local landscape distinctiveness through mitigation of development-led change and appropriate land management practices.
	 Opportunities for restoring areas where the landscape character has been eroded or compromised by inappropriate or insensitive past development.
	Landscape Assessment Toolkit
	4.2.4 It is also recommended that Northampton Borough Council gives consideration to preparing a “Landscape Assessment Toolkit” to provide a user guide to help planning officers, developers and other stakeholders effectively apply the findings of the ...
	Glossary
	Characterisation
	The process of identifying areas of similar character, classifying and mapping them and describing their character.
	Characteristics
	Elements, or combinations of elements, which make a particular contribution to distinctive character.
	Classification
	Is concerned with dividing the landscape into areas of distinct, recognisable and consistent common character and grouping areas of similar character together.
	Ecosystem Services
	These are services provided by the natural environment, that benefit people including food, fibre and fuel provision and the cultural services that provide benefits to people through recreation and cultural appreciation of nature.  Other services prov...
	Elements
	Individual components which make up the landscape, such as trees and hedges.
	Key Characteristics
	Those combinations of elements which are particularly important to the current character of the landscape and help to give an area its particularly distinctive sense of place.
	Landscape
	An area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural and/or human actors.
	Landscape Capacity
	The degree to which a particular landscape character type or area is able to accommodate change without unacceptable adverse effects on its character. Capacity is likely to vary according to the type and nature of the change being proposed.
	Landscape Character
	A distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements in the landscape that makes one landscape different from another, rather than better or worse.
	Landscape Character Areas
	These are single unique areas which are the discrete geographical areas of a particular landscape type.  Each has its own individual character and identity, even though it shares the same generic characteristics with other areas of the same type.
	Landscape Character Assessment
	This is the process of identifying and describing variation in the character of the landscape.  It seeks to identify and explain the unique combination of elements and features (characteristics) that make landscapes distinctive. The process results in...
	Landscape Character Types
	These are distinct types of landscape that are relatively homogeneous in character.  They are generic in nature in that they may occur in different areas in different parts of the country, but wherever they occur they share broadly similar combination...
	Landscape Management
	Action, from a perspective of sustainable development, to ensure the regular upkeep of a landscape, so as to guide and harmonise changes which are brought about by social, economic and environmental processes.
	Landscape Planning
	Strong forward-looking action to enhance, restore or create landscapes.
	Landscape Policy
	An expression by the competent public authorities of general principles, strategies and guidelines that permit the taking of specific measures aimed at the protection, management and planning of landscapes.
	Landscape Protection
	Actions to conserve and maintain the significant or characteristic features of a landscape, justified by its heritage value derived from its natural configuration and/or from human activity.
	Landscape Quality (or Condition)
	Is based on judgements about the physical state (or condition) of the landscape, and about its intactness, from visual, functional and ecological perspectives.  It also reflects the state of repair of individual features and elements which make up the...
	Landscape Sensitivity
	A term applied to specific receptors, combining judgements of the susceptibility of the receptor to the specific type of change or development proposed and the value related to that receptor.
	Landscape Value
	The relative value or importance attached to a landscape (often as a basis for designation or recognition), which expresses national or local consensus, because of its quality, special qualities including perceptual aspects such as scenic beauty, tran...





