
 

 

Consultation on Proposed Changes to Air Quality Management 

Areas with Northampton 

 

1. Legal Duty 

 

Northampton Borough Council is required under Part IV of the Environment Act 1995 to 

periodically review and assess the air quality in their area in line with guidance issued by the 

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA). Present and likely future 

quality of the air is compared to the National Air Quality Objectives and where the 

objectives are found to be exceeded in areas of relevant exposure, an Air Quality 

Management Area (AQMA) must be declared.  

 

An AQMA is a defined area where legally binding air quality targets are not likely to or not 

being achieved.   

 

2. Current Situation 

 

The Council maintains an extensive monitoring network that records average ambient 

concentrations of nitrogen dioxide. Based on the results of monitoring, between 2003 and 

2009 a total of eleven AQMAs have been declared in Northampton, where levels exceeded 

legal limits. 

In 2012 four of these AQMAs were revoked as monitoring results showed that the nitrogen 

dioxide air quality objective was being met.  

Currently there are five AQMAs inside the town centre, and two outside on major roads 

within the borough.   

Maps showing the location and boundaries of the current AQMAs within Northampton 

Borough are available via the DEFRA website at:  



https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/aqma/local-authorities?la_id=186 

 

Since the AQMAs were declared, continued monitoring has indicated that annual average 

nitrogen dioxide levels are now being exceeded outside of these areas around the Abington 

Square/ Wellingborough Road area, around Northgate Bus Station and The Drapery, and at 

the White Elephant Junction on Kettering Road. 

 

3. Proposed Actions 

 

Two options are proposed which take account of changes in nitrogen dioxide levels, and the 

need to regularly review the boundaries of existing AQMAs to ensure that they remain 

relevant.  These are: 

Option 1 – Consolidation of existing town centre AQMAs to form a single town centre 

wide AQMA covering new areas of exceedance. 

 

 

I) Revocation of AQMA No 2 (Victoria Promenade, Northampton) covering a 

number of properties along Bridge Street, Victoria Promenade and Victoria 

Gardens.  

 

II) Revocation of AQMA No 3 (St James, Northampton) covering a number of 

properties along St James Road, Weedon Road, Harlestone Road and adjoining 

street.    

 

III) Revocation of AQMA No 6 (Campbell Square, Northampton) covering a number 

of properties located at the junction of Grafton Street, Campbell Street, Regent 

Square and Barrack Road.  

 

IV) Revocation of AQMA No 8 (St Michael’s Road, Northampton) encapsulating all 

properties fronting St Michael’s Road.  

 

V) The amendment of AQMA No 4 (Harborough Road, Northampton) covering roads 

and properties fronting parts of Kingsthorpe Grove, Harborough Road, Cranford 

Terrace, Alexandra Terrance and Boughton Green Road,  to include the four 

other existing town centre AQMAs and new exceedance areas, the inner ring 

road and main arterial routes into the town centre shown in Figure 1.   

 

https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/aqma/local-authorities?la_id=186


Figure 1 - Existing five town centre AQMAs are depicted in blue and the extent of the 

proposed single town centre AQMA in yellow. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Having a single town centre AQMA allows a coordinated approach to addressing air quality 

issues across all locations in a holistic manner. It also prevents the risk of solving air quality 

issues at one location and creating another elsewhere (e.g. traffic rerouting). This approach 

also builds on the planning policy technical guidance contained in the Low Emission 

Strategy, whereby air quality mitigation actions have a much broader focus. 

 

The report outlining the assessment of air quality which lead to the recommendation of the 

above actions is available online via the link below: 

https://www.northampton.gov.uk/downloads/file/10505/air-quality-annual-status-report 

 

Option 2 – Retain Existing AQMAs and Declaration of Individual AQMAs Covering New 

Areas of Exceedance 

 

I) Declaration of three new single AQMAs covering new areas of exceedance around 

the Northgate Bus Station and The Drapery, Abington Square/ Wellingborough Road 

area and the White Elephant Junction on Kettering Road. 

 

This option satisfies the Council’s legal obligation to act on individual exceedances and 

avoids the inclusion of areas of compliance within any newly declared AQMA 

 

4. Consultation (How to Take Part?) 

 

The Council is legally obliged to declare an AQMA in areas where the air quality objectives 

are exceeded.  We would like to hear your views on the proposed options above. 

 

When responding to these proposals, please consider: 

 

 Although required by law, the declaration of an AQMA is intended to be a positive 

and proactive step towards improving air quality. 

https://www.northampton.gov.uk/downloads/file/10505/air-quality-annual-status-report


 

 An AQMA is not meant to indicate all properties within its boundary have 

exceedances, but rather the geographical boundary of the AQMA is set to identify 

the general area in which the Council wants to target actions to reduce ambient 

concentrations of road traffic related nitrogen dioxide.  

 

 Bringing an area within an AQMA means greater attention is paid to the air quality 

impacts of new developments within the planning process.  

 

 Following the declaration of an AQMA, an Air Quality Action Plan will have to be 

adopted to identify actions to reduce air pollution levels. Typically developed over a 

12 month period, this action plan would also be subject to consultation. The action 

plan will compliment the Northampton Low Emission Strategy (NELS). 

 

 NBC have commissioned an independent air quality consultant to undertake a 

detailed air quality modelling assessment, in order to further define the parameters 

of any town centre wide AQMA 

 

 Creating further individual AQMA’s ensures each problem area is dealt with in 

isolation and not in a collaborative, joined up way. It also presents the risk of 

creating new areas of exceedance due to displacement of local traffic 

 

 DEFRA have endorsed the principle of consolidating the existing town centre AQMAs 

into one, to cover new exceedance areas in their appraisal of NBCs Annual Status 

Report for 2018 in September 2018.   

 

 The Councils’ cabinet have agreed in principle to option 1 on 12 September 2018.  

 

 

 
The closing date for this consultation is 28th January 2019. To have your say please 
complete a brief survey monkey questionnaire via the link below: 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NAQMA 
 
You can also e-mail the Environmental Protection Team at 
epadmin@northampton.gov.uk with your views or write to: 
 
 
AQMA Consultation (FAO Gavin Smith) 
Northampton Borough Council 
St Giles Square 
Northampton 
NN1 1DE  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NAQMA
mailto:epadmin@northampton.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

5. Next Steps 

 

Once the public consultation is completed each response will be reviewed. 

A report will be drafted for the Council’s Cabinet to deliberate on, and decide which option 

is the most appropriate, based on the outcome of both the public consultation exercise and 

results of the Detailed Air Quality Modelling Assessment commissioned by the Council. 

If Councillors agree with the recommendations put forward, relevant amendment and 

revocation orders will be signed to comply with The Environment Act 1995.   

 

 

6. Wards Affected 

 

Castle Sunnyside 

Kingsthorpe Semilong 

St James Spencer 

Rushmills Kings Heath 

Trinity Old Duston 

Park Ward Abington 

Phillipsville St David’s 

 

 

7. Further Sources of Information 

 

 Northampton Annual Air Quality Status Report 2018 

https://www.northampton.gov.uk/downloads/file/10505/air-quality-annual-status-

report 

 

 Northampton Low Emission Strategy 2017 – 2025 

https://www.northampton.gov.uk/downloads/file/10176/northampton-low-

emission-strategy-2017---2025 

 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this consultation, please call 
Environmental Protection on 0300 330 7000 

https://www.northampton.gov.uk/downloads/file/10505/air-quality-annual-status-report
https://www.northampton.gov.uk/downloads/file/10505/air-quality-annual-status-report
https://www.northampton.gov.uk/downloads/file/10176/northampton-low-emission-strategy-2017---2025
https://www.northampton.gov.uk/downloads/file/10176/northampton-low-emission-strategy-2017---2025


 

 Cabinet Report – Addenda Item No 7 - Air Quality Update 12th September 2018 

http://www.northamptonboroughcouncil.com/councillors/documents/g8714/Public

%20reports%20pack%20Wednesday%2012-Sep-

2018%2018.00%20Cabinet.pdf?T=10 

 

 Local Air Quality Management – Policy Guidance (DERFA) LAQM.PG(16) 

https://laqm.defra.gov.uk/documents/LAQM-PG16-April-16-v1.pdf 

 

 Local Air Quality Management – Technical Guidance (DEFRA) LAQM.TG(16) 

https://laqm.defra.gov.uk/documents/LAQM-TG16-February-18-v1.pdf 
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