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INTRODUCTION  
 
This Playing Pitch Strategy forecasts the future needs for pitch sports up to 2029, and takes 
into account the housing requirements identified in the adopted West Northamptonshire 
Joint Core Strategy Local Plan (Part 1) (2014) (WNJCS). 
 
It sits within the suite of Sport and Leisure evidence base documents which are: 
 
Part 1: Profile, policy context and engagement 
Part 2: Sports facilities strategy 
Part 3: Playing pitch strategy 
Part 4: Open spaces strategy  
 
The Playing Pitch Strategy follows the Sport England methodology set out in their Playing Pitch 
Strategy Guidance 2013. Its production has involved the local clubs and leagues, Sport 
England, the Football Association at both regional and county level (Northamptonshire FA), 
the England and Wales Cricket Board, Northamptonshire Cricket Board, the Rugby Football 
Union, England Hockey, and Northampton Borough Council. 
 
The nature and characteristics of the NRDA together with the policy background and 
demographic forecasting are set out in the Part 1 report, which should be read in conjunction 
with this report. 
 
A key driver for the production of this document is to deliver an evidence base which can 
support the development of planning policy for the West Northamptonshire Part 2 Local 
Plans being produced by Daventry District, Northampton Borough and South 
Northamptonshire Councils (the partner authorities commissioning this strategy). The 
strategy will help the West Northamptonshire authorities to: 

 
• Understand provision needs now and in the future 
• Inform the determination of planning applications 
• Guide the management and maintenance of sports facilities 
• Prioritise local authority capital and revenue investment, including s106 and any 

future Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
• Inform and underpin bids to external funding partners to assist in the delivery of 

sporting infrastructure 
• Identify the role of the education sector in supporting the delivery of community 

sporting facilities 
• Contribute to the aims and objectives of improving health and well-being and 

increasing participation in sport. 
 
Achieving this will guarantee the effective delivery of sport and leisure services across the 
NRDA and ensure that a network of sports facilities is in place to cater for current and 
future population. 
 
This report primarily considers the needs of football, cricket, rugby and hockey. Football, 
cricket and rugby tend to have smaller travel time catchments and a number of clubs and 
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sites within each authority area. By contrast, hockey has only a small number of clubs in 
West Northamptonshire, uses only a handful of sites, and draws their members from a much 
larger area. For this reason, the playing pitch strategy for football, cricket and rugby is at 
the NRDA level, whilst the hockey section relates to the whole of West Northamptonshire. 
The hockey section is therefore repeated in each of Daventry’s and South Northants’ playing 
pitch strategies, which are being produced in parallel.
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 A PITCH STRATEGY FOR THE NRDA   
 
1.1 The Playing Pitch Strategy specifically considers the impact of the proposed housing 

contained within the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Local Plan (Part 1) 
(2014) (West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit, 2014). The forecast populations 
have been developed from bespoke modelling work undertaken for the West 
Northamptonshire partner authorities, and takes into account both the proposed 
housing and what is likely to happen to the existing population. 

 
1.2 The NRDA area comprises Northampton, the existing developed area of Grange Park 

within South Northants, and the planned SUEs around the edge of Northampton. As 
the pitch sports sites in Northampton draw from across the NRDA area, the national 
governing bodies, Sport England and the West Northamptonshire authorities have 
agreed that the most appropriate treatment of the NRDA area is as a whole. There 
are therefore no sub areas for this NRDA playing pitch strategy in relation to football, 
cricket and rugby. 

 
The protection of playing pitches 
 
1.3 All of the playing field sites in the borough are required to be protected in accordance 

with paragraph 74 of the National Planning Policy Framework (Communities and 
Local Government, 2012) which states: 

 
“Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing 
fields, should not be built on unless: 

 
• an assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open space, 

buildings or land to be surplus to requirements; or 
• the loss resulting from the proposed development would be replaced by 

equivalent or better provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable 
location; or 

• the development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, the needs 
for which clearly outweigh the loss”. 

 
1.4 The Playing Pitch Strategy has the following key objectives. 
 

Objective 1 - To protect the existing supply of playing pitch facilities where it is 
needed for meeting current or future needs 

  
Objective 2 -–Secure tenure and access to sites for clubs through a range of 
solutions and partnership agreements and maximise community use of education 
sites where there is demand 

  
1.5 The Playing Pitch Strategy shows that all currently used playing field sites require 

protection and therefore cannot be deemed surplus to requirements because of 
shortfalls now or in the future. Where there are lapsed, disused, underused, or poor 
quality sites, these should also be protected from development or replaced. The 
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Local Plans (Part 2) currently being prepared by the partner authorities should 
therefore specifically protect playing fields across the NRDA. 

 
1.6 A number of pitch sites are being used in Northampton but do not have security of 

use. A priority for these sites is to ensure that the long term security of community 
use is achieved, both for the pitches and changing provision. In some circumstances, 
the national governing bodies may be able to help to negotiate and engage with the 
site owner or manager. In relation to school sites, Sport England has produced 
guidance (Use Our School), online resources and toolkits to support negotiations 
(Sport England , 2017). 

  
 
Financial sustainability and sports development 
 
1.7 In order to achieve financial sustainability, local sports clubs will need to be 

supported by partners including the West Northamptonshire authorities, national 
governing bodies and the County Sports Partnership across a range of areas including 
management, membership, funding, facilities, volunteers and partnership working 
for example with volunteer support agencies and local businesses. As part of club 
development there will be a need to encourage clubs to develop sound business as 
well as sports development plans. Most clubs would also benefit from considering 
management models, including registering as Community Amateur Sports Clubs 
(CASC) or as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). There are benefits of both 
routes, and individual clubs would need to decide their best option. The national 
governing bodies have some tailored guidance, such as that produced by the RFU 
(RFU, undated). Clubs should also be encouraged to work with partners locally, 
whether volunteer support agencies or linking with local businesses. 

 
1.8 Some clubs who currently hire their facilities may also be able to consider, should 

the opportunity arise, becoming more responsible for their facilities. Should asset 
transfer options be considered, any club must have a full business plan to ensure the 
proposal is financially sound, in the short, medium and long term. 

 
1.9 On-going sports development is therefore an essential requirement for the delivery 

of the Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS), in addition to the facility elements. 
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Methodology of the PPS 
 
1.10 There are four main sections to the strategy, one for each of the main pitch sports:  

football, cricket, rugby and hockey. The methodology for the assessment follows the 
requirements of the Sport England Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance from 2013 (Sport 
England, 2013), see Figure 1. 

 
   

Figure 1: Sport England approach to developing a playing pitch strategy  
 

 
 

1.11 All of the clubs involved in the pitch sports were consulted using web based surveys, 
supplemented as necessary with email and hard copy survey forms. The NGBs were 
active in supporting and encouraging clubs to respond to the survey requests. 

 
1.12 Nortoft visited and assessed each playing pitch site using the non-technical pitch 

survey templates contained in the Sport England guidance in 2015 and early 2016.   
These non-technical assessments have been checked against both the comments 
received from the clubs and national governing bodies as part of the PPS process, 
and updated in early 2017 as necessary to reflect any changes. The national 
governing body for each sport signed off the pitch information in early 2017. 

 
1.13 The clubs and teams information is for the winter 2016/17 for football, rugby and 

hockey, and for summer 2016 for cricket. The clubs, teams and sites lists have also 
been agreed with the relevant national governing body as part of the Playing Pitch 
Strategy Stage B.  



  West Northamptonshire: NRDA 
Nortoft Partnerships Ltd  Open Space, Sport & Recreation Strategies  Page 9 of 147 

Part 3: Playing Pitch Strategy  

Scope of the brief 
 
The sports 
 
1.14 The Playing Pitch Strategy primarily considers the sports of football, cricket, rugby 

union and hockey, each within separate sections. The sports of rugby league and 
baseball have a single club each and use a single site each in the NRDA. These sports 
are considered towards the end of the report. 

 
Sites used by the community 
 
1.15 The agreed brief for the project was to primarily focus on those sites with community 

use. Sites which do not currently allow, and are not interested in encouraging 
community use are therefore excluded from the audit and assessment. Should any 
“private” playing fields become available in the future, then they should be assessed 
for quality, quantity and accessibility (along with any ancillary facilities) at that time. 
An assessment should then be made as to whether, or how far, they can meet the 
current or assessed future needs of the local area. 

 
The Northampton Related Development Area (NRDA) 
 
1.16 The built facilities strategy (Part 2) and the open spaces strategy (Part 4) have 

demonstrated the importance of treating the NRDA area as a whole, because of the 
movement of people across Northampton to take part in sport and active recreation. 
The same issues arise in relation to the Playing Pitch Strategy, so the same approach 
has been adopted. A map of the NRDA area and the planned Sustainable Urban 
Extensions (SUEs) is given in Figure 2. 

 
Cross boundary movement  
 
1.17 There is a some cross-boundary movement of players in each of the pitch sports with 

the most obvious being with South Northants for football and cricket, though there 
is also small export of cricket to Daventry district. More importantly, Moulton College 
is a major facility for hockey, hosting the largest club in West Northamptonshire 
which draws members from a wide catchment area. The College is also the base for 
the Northampton Town football academy, so again drawing players from a wide 
area. 

 
1.18 Grange Park is within South Northants but is also part of the NRDA area. The high 

number of teams using the grass pitches and artificial grass pitch (AGP) in Grange 
Park suggests that the area is drawing extensively from within Northampton. Grange 
Park with its teams and pitches, has therefore been primarily assessed within this 
NRDA strategy, though the key findings are reported within the South Northants 
playing pitch strategy too. 

 
1.19 The playing fields which serve Great Houghton village lie within South Northants, 

although the village itself is within Northampton. The playing fields and their users 
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have therefore been assessed within this NRDA report, again with the key findings 
summarised in the South Northants report. 

 
1.20 The playing fields at Harpole and Kislingbury are very close to the NRDA SUE 

boundaries. These sites have been assessed as being within South Northants as they 
serve the existing villages. However where there are clearly teams arising from 
Northampton, these have been included in the assessment of the supply of pitches, 
as imported teams. These teams are included within the demand arising from the 
NRDA. 

 
Figure 2: Northampton Related Development Area SUEs 

 

 
 
 
Pricing policies 
 
1.21 The issue of hire costs of pitches and ancillary facilities has not emerged in the 

strategy process as a key issue in the NRDA, with the exception of some concern 
about the costs of artificial grass pitch (AGP) hire for mini soccer. Pricing policies and 
issues have not therefore been addressed specifically within this strategy, with the 
exception of new AGPs. 
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Playing fields on education sites 
 
1.22 Playing fields are an important facility across education at; primary, secondary and 

many special schools as well as at colleges and universities. With the large number 
of education sites across the NRDA, they have not been specifically addressed in this 
strategy unless they are used by the community (as mentioned above) or the sites 
have been under discussion in relation to potential loss through development. 

 
Dormant secure community use sites 
 
1.23 There are some pitch sites with secure community use but no clubs are using them. 

These are identified within the site by site table at the end of this report. 
 
 
 
  



  West Northamptonshire: NRDA 
Nortoft Partnerships Ltd  Open Space, Sport & Recreation Strategies  Page 12 of 147 

Part 3: Playing Pitch Strategy  

 ARTIFICIAL GRASS PITCHES  
 
2.1 Artificial grass pitches (AGPs) are becoming an increasingly important element of 

pitch sport provision and although each sport has its own preferred surface, there 
are significant levels of cross-over between the sports and the surfaces that they use, 
particularly where there is only a limited availability of 3G football turf pitches. For 
this reason, this section of the strategy provides an overview of artificial grass pitch 
provision across the authority, with more detailed consideration being given to these 
types of pitches within the individual sports sections of the report. 

 
2.2 The overall impact of the high number of AGPs in the NRDA area and on the 

immediate boundary (Moulton College, Moulton School and Science College, and 
Caroline Chisholm School) has been noted in the Built Facilities strategy for the NRDA 
(Part 2 of the strategies). The relocation of most football out of sports halls to AGPs 
has meant that there is very little sports hall use for football in the NRDA, reducing 
significantly the demand for sports hall space overall. 

 
2.3 AGPs have the advantage of being able to be used much more intensively than grass 

pitches but also their use can mean that: the quality of the grass pitch stock can be 
relatively improved as there is less overall use, particularly for training; the pitches 
can be used for several different age groups; less physical space is required than 
would be needed for grass pitches; and the sports are able to attract and retain new 
players with the “cleaner” environment compared to grass. AGP surfaces are used 
by all of the pitch sports, but each sport has its preferred surface, and the use by 
cricket is limited to artificial turf strips, usually forming a small part of a cricket square 
with the remainder being natural turf. 

 
2.4 AGPs are considered within each of the sports specific sections of this strategy, but 

it is useful at this point to provide an overview of AGPs and their use, which can be 
almost unlimited across a week, so long as the surface is effectively managed and 
repairs undertaken when necessary. The carpet of AGP pitches needs to be replaced 
around every 8-10 years, but this in part will depend on the amount of use and the 
maintenance regime put in place. 

 
2.5 Of the pitch sports, the most notable change in the technical requirements is for 

hockey, as all community club hockey is now played on AGPs and this must be on an 
AGP which meets the specifications laid down by England Hockey or the international 
governing body (FIH). At the other end of the spectrum is cricket, where most match 
play is still mainly on grass strips, but an AGP strip can significantly increase a club’s 
ability to host matches, particularly for the younger age groups. However league 
matches for cricket often require natural grass, so the potential value of artificial 
surfaces for cricket is limited. 

 
2.6 Football as a sport is increasingly using AGPs for both training and matches, and the 

Football Association (FA) is seeking to develop sufficient AGPs with a football turf 
surface to enable every football team to have the opportunity to train on an AGP at 
least once a week. An increasing number of mini and junior matches are also being 
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played on these types of pitches, as they are used as a “central venue”, but all age 
groups can play matches on AGPs where these meet the technical requirements of 
the FA. 

 
2.7 The RFU strategy for investment into 3G pitches considers sites where grass rugby 

pitches are over capacity and where a pitch would support the growth of the game 
at the host site and for the local rugby partnership, including local clubs and 
education sites. The RFU is currently assessing eligibility and viability of sites for a full 
size rugby specification pitch within and close to Northampton, but this is still at a 
relatively early stage. 

 
2.8 AGPs are often considered good revenue generators so they can be an important 

source of income for schools, clubs and leisure centres. However all too often 
insufficient money is set aside to re-carpet the pitch at the end of its lifespan (often 
about 10 years) so issues arise in terms of maintaining and retaining the facility, 
particularly in areas where demand for AGPs is largely already satisfied and there is 
limited “latent” demand for AGP space. As the community market for AGPs is not 
inexhaustible, all proposals for AGPs should have a rigorous business plan to 
demonstrate their viability in the longer term if they are dependent on revenue from 
the community. 

 
AGP design and activities for hockey, football and rugby  
 
2.9 There are three main types of AGPs: sand based/sand filled; 3G; and water based.  

Although there can be some limited training use of the non-preferred pitch types by 
other sports, all matches are expected to take place on the relevant pitch type. 

 
Hockey surfaces 
 
2.10 The minimum pitch size for club hockey including runoff is 101.4 x 63m, with the 

basic pitch size being 91.4 x 55m.  England Hockey’s Artificial Grass Playing Surface 
Policy (England Hockey , 2016) provides an overview of the surface type and the 
recommended playing level for the surface, see  Figure 3.  
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Figure 3: England Hockey policy on surface types  
 

Category Surface Playing Level Playing Level 
England Hockey 
Category 1 

Water surface 
approved within the 
FIH Global/National 
Parameters 

Essential 
International 
Hockey - Training 
and matches. 

Desirable  
Domestic National 
Premier competition 
Higher levels of EH 
Player Pathway 
Performance 
Centres and 
upwards 

England Hockey 
Category 2 

Sand dressed 
surfaces within the 
FIH National 
Parameter 

Essential  
Domestic National 
Premier competition 
Higher levels of 
player pathway: 
Academy Centres 
and Upwards 

Desirable 
All adult and junior 
League Hockey 
Intermediate or 
advanced School 
Hockey EH 
competitions for 
clubs and schools 
(excluding domestic 
national league) 

England Hockey 
Category 3 

Sand based surfaces 
within the FIH 
National Parameter 

Essential  
All adult and junior 
club training and 
league Hockey EH 
competitions for 
clubs and schools** 
Intermediate or 
advanced schools 
hockey 

Desirable 

England Hockey 
Category 4 

All long pile (3G) 
surfaces 

Essential  
None 

Desirable  
Lower level hockey 
(Introductory level) 
when no category 1-
3 surface is 
available. * 

 
* EH recommends an appropriate ball to meet the standards of the player and the surface 
 
** EH school competition provision is likely to change in September 2017 when this 
guidance may be updated. It is likely that some lower levels of competitive school hockey 
provision within the EH competition structure will be allowed on 3G AGPs.   
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Football surface 
 

2.11 New football AGPs are required to be the minimum following sizes: 
 

 Recommended size including run off (m) 
Mini-soccer U7/U8 43 x 34 

Mini-soccer U9/U10  61 x 43 

Youth football U11/U12 79 x 52 

Youth football U13/U14 88 x 56 

Youth football U15/U16 97 x 61 

Youth football U17/U18 106 x 70 

Over 18 (senior ages) 106 x 70 
 
 
2.12 Where there is an existing pitch which is being re-carpeted, then the FA may accept 

a smaller dimension for the 11v11 game to allow these pitches to be reused without 
the major costs which would otherwise be associated with extending the pitch 
dimensions. 

 
2.13 3G or rubber crumb with football turf pitches usually have a long pile although there 

are different 3G pile lengths, mainly ranging from about 40-65mm. The choice for 
particular sites will depend on the mix of uses programmed to be on the pitch and 
not all 3G surfaces are suitable for football matches. 

 
2.14 A 3G football turf pitch which appears on the FA’s national register can be used for 

match play in all competitions at the FA’s National League system Step 7 and below, 
including Women’s and Youth Football. At Step 6 and above, these pitches must be 
tested by the FA annually, or for Step 7 and below, every three years and can either 
be “approved” as meeting the FA’s (lower) or the Federation Internationale de 
Football Association’s (FIFA) (higher) standards. There are currently no registered 
match pitches for football in the district. All new FA supported pitches are now 
required to meet the quality specification for the register. 

 
Rugby surface 
 
2.15 3G or rubber crumb with rugby surface has a minimum pile length of 60 mm and a 

shock pad. 
 
2.16 To be used for matches an AGP must meet the Rugby Turf Performance Specification 

issued in 2015, World Rugby Regulation 22 (RFU, 2017). These pitches need to be 
retested every 2 years to retain their accreditation.  All full size Regulation 22 pitches 
are recorded on the RFU register and the information about each includes the expiry 
dates of certification. 
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2.17 Regulation 22 pitches can also be used for football matches as the specification also 
meets that of FIFA. 

 
The demand for AGPs 
 
2.18 AGPs are seen as a major benefit for schools, both in the public and independent 

sectors. Many schools therefore have aspirations for AGPs as do the higher and 
further education sectors. 

 
2.19 The majority of community demand for AGP time comes from football training and 

the small-sided senior game. Some of the small-sided game is unaffiliated and run 
independently from the Football Association, either on full sized pitches which have 
been divided up, or on small sized pitches (or in sports halls). Of the two, the small 
sided pitch complexes can be more attractive to adult players, particularly where 
they are supported by high quality ancillary facilities. 

 
2.20 Where there is limited access to 3G AGPs, football training often takes place on a 

short pile hockey pitch. If a new 3G pitch is then made available, the training demand 
for football switches to the new site, which can have a significant impact on the 
revenue generation at the original site, but has the advantage of increasing 
programming time for hockey. 

 
2.21 With the FA’s desire to have many more 3G pitches available for community football, 

and the relatively low participation by hockey in many areas, pitch providers often 
consider switching the site from a hockey surface (which was previously the most 
common type) to a 3G surface when the facility needs re-carpeting. 

 
2.22 Due to these pressures, the FA and England Hockey (EH) have agreed, as part of this 

strategy process, which sites should be retained for hockey, and which could be re-
carpeted to 3G. The outcome of these agreements appear in the site-by-site table in 
Section 11, Figure 55. 

 
2.23 If new AGPs are proposed to be built on existing grass pitches, the loss of the grass 

pitches and the impact upon the grass playing field stock should also be given 
detailed consideration, both in relation to summer and winter sports. 
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Current provision of AGPs 
 
2.24 Within the NRDA area and its immediate surrounds there are currently 30 usable 

artificial grass pitches of various types and sizes which are made available to the 
community, plus one now unusable pitch at Kings Heath. The pitches are listed in 
Figure 4 and mapped in Figure 5. 

 
2.25 In total there are:  
 

• 5 full size pitches with a hockey surface: Northampton High School Sports Centre, 
Caroline Chisholm School, Moulton College x 2, Moulton School and Science 
College. 

• 3 full size pitches with a 3G surface which are on the FA Register: Malcolm Arnold 
Academy, Northampton School for Boys, Moulton College. 

• 6 other full size pitches with a 3G surface: Kingsthorpe College, Northampton 
Academy, Northampton School for Girls (not floodlit), The Duston School, 
Thomas Becket Catholic School, Weston Favell Academy. 

• 16 small size pitches, including 12 with a 3G surface at Goals Soccer Centre. 
 
2.26 Of these accessible pitches, 7 are over 10 years old including 5 of the large size 

pitches, and 10 are aged between 5 and 10 years old. Only the Goals Soccer Centre 
and Weston Favell Academy have relatively new pitches. 

 
2.27 The site audits with feedback from the managers about the used capacity of these 

sites suggest that: 
 

• The large size hockey surface pitches are used for 50-70% of their time at peak 
periods. Four of the pitches host hockey clubs (Northampton HC, Towcester HC, 
Wootton Wanderers HC). 

• The large size 3G surfaces within Northampton are running at around 30-40% 
used capacity. The Moulton College 3G which is largely used by Northampton 
Town and is not regularly available for community clubs, is running much fuller 
at around 70%. 

• The small size 3G pitch at Grange Park Community Centre is running at about 50% 
used capacity. There is no use information for the Goals Soccer Centre as this is 
commercially sensitive. 

• The small size sand filled or sand dressed pitches appear to be little used, at a 
maximum of about 25%. 

 
2.28 The strategy therefore needs to consider the future network of pitches, and which 

are the priorities for future investment. The average levels of use of the accessible 
and floodlit 3G pitches suggests that either the community market is largely 
saturated, or that the prices, booking policies and management arrangements are 
impacting upon the demand. These issues will be more closely considered in the 
sports specific sections.  
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Figure 4: AGPs in and close to the NRDA   
 

 
 
 

Area Site Name AGP type 
Pitch 
size 

Secure 
community 

use 
Age of 
surface Floodlit

Changing 
available

Pitch 
quality Site control 

Community 
hours 

available per 
week

Community 
hours 

available per 
week in PP 
(max. 34)

Used 
capacity 
estimate 

(peak 
hours)

NRDA Goals Soccer Centre Short pile 
3G

30x20 Y 2 - 5 years Y Y Standard Commercial 49 34 n/a

NRDA Goals Soccer Centre Short pile 
3G

30x20 Y 2 - 5 years Y Y Standard Commercial 49 34 n/a

NRDA Goals Soccer Centre Short pile 
3G

30x20 Y 2 - 5 years Y Y Standard Commercial 49 34 n/a

NRDA Goals Soccer Centre Short pile 
3G

30x20 Y 2 - 5 years Y Y Standard Commercial 49 34 n/a

NRDA Goals Soccer Centre Short pile 
3G

30x20 Y 2 - 5 years Y Y Standard Commercial 49 34 n/a

NRDA Goals Soccer Centre Short pile 
3G

30x20 Y 2 - 5 years Y Y Standard Commercial 49 34 n/a

NRDA Goals Soccer Centre Short pile 
3G

30x20 Y 2 - 5 years Y Y Standard Commercial 49 34 n/a

NRDA Goals Soccer Centre Short pile 
3G

30x20 Y 2 - 5 years Y Y Standard Commercial 49 34 n/a

NRDA Goals Soccer Centre Short pile 
3G

30x20 Y 2 - 5 years Y Y Standard Commercial 49 34 n/a

NRDA Goals Soccer Centre Short pile 
3G

30x20 Y 2 - 5 years Y Y Standard Commercial 49 34 n/a

NRDA Goals Soccer Centre Short pile 
3G

30x20 Y 2 - 5 years Y Y Standard Commercial 49 34 n/a

NRDA (S 
Northants)

Grange Park Community 
Centre

Short pile 
3G

33x40 Y Over 10 
years

Y Y Standard Community 
organisation

60 29 50%
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Area Site Name AGP type 
Pitch 
size 

Secure 
community 

use 
Age of 
surface Floodlit

Changing 
available

Pitch 
quality Site control 

Community 
hours 

available per 
week

Community 
hours 

available per 
week in PP 
(max. 34)

Used 
capacity 
estimate 

(peak 
hours)

NRDA Kings Heath Recreation 
Ground

Sand filled 60x100 Y Over 10 
years

Y N Unusable Northampton 
Borough 
Council

0 0 0%

NRDA Kingsthorpe College Short pile 
3G

60x100 Y 5-10 years Y Y Standard Academy 36 29 38%

NRDA Malcolm Arnold 
Academy

Long pile 
3G

60x100 Y Less than 
2 years

Y Y Good Academy 39 29 28%

NRDA Malcolm Arnold 
Academy

Sand filled 40x20 Y 5-10 years Y Y Standard Academy 39 29 25%

NRDA Malcolm Arnold 
Academy

Sand filled 40x20 Y 5-10 years Y Y Standard Academy 39 29 25%

NRDA Northampton Academy Short pile 
3G

60x100 Y Over 10 
years

Y Y Standard Academy 33 26 39%

NRDA Northampton College Medium 
pile 3G

20x40 Y Less than 
2 years

Y Y Standard College 33 29 20%

NRDA Northampton High 
School Sports Centre

Sand filled 60x100 N Over 10 
years

Y Y Standard Independent 
School

42.5 31.5 66%

NRDA Northampton School for 
Boys

Medium 
pile 3G

60X100 Y 5-10 years Y Y Good Academy 33.5 21.5 44%

NRDA Northampton School for 
Boys

Sand 
dressed

40x50 Y 5-10 years Y Y Standard Academy 33.5 21.5 10%

NRDA Northampton School for 
Girls

Short pile 
3G

60x100 Y 5-10 years N Y Standard Academy 34 29 20%

NRDA The Duston School Short pile 
3G

60x100 Y 5-10 years Y Y Good Academy 34 29 43%



 

  West Northamptonshire: NRDA 
Nortoft Partnerships Ltd  Open Space, Sport & Recreation Strategies  Page 20 of 147 

Part 3: Playing Pitch Strategy  

 
  

Area Site Name AGP type 
Pitch 
size 

Secure 
community 

use 
Age of 
surface Floodlit

Changing 
available

Pitch 
quality Site control 

Community 
hours 

available per 
week

Community 
hours 

available per 
week in PP 
(max. 34)

Used 
capacity 
estimate 

(peak 
hours)

NRDA Thomas Becket Catholic 
School

Medium 
pile 3G

60x100 Y 5-10 years Y Y Standard Academy 29 27 34%

NRDA Weston Favell Academy Short pile 
3G

60x100 Y 2-5 years Y Y Good Academy 34 29 32%

S Northants Caroline Chisholm 
School

Sand 
Dressed

60x100 Y Over 10 
years

Y Y Standard Academy 37 30 56%

Daventry Moulton College 
(Holcot Centre)

Short pile 
3G

60x100 Y Over 10 
years

Y Y Good College 45 34 70%

Daventry Moulton College 
(Holcot Centre)

Sand 
dressed

60x100 Y 5 - 10 
years 

Y Y Good College 45 34 70%

Daventry Moulton College 
(Pitsford Centre)

Water 
based

60x100 Y 5 - 10 
years 

Y Y Good College 45 34 50%

Daventry Moulton School & 
Science College

Sand 
dressed

60x100 N Over 10 
years

Y Y Standard Academy 24 18 60%
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Figure 5: Artificial Grass Pitches map 
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 FOOTBALL 
 
3.1 Football is a significant pitch based sport in the NRDA, with 275 community teams 

(almost all male) across the age groups. Of this 275 teams, 18 are based in Grange 
Park (South Northants). The full list of teams and clubs is given in Appendix 1. 

 
3.2 It should be noted that this assessment refers only to community football, and does 

not address football at schools, either curricular or extracurricular. Neither does it 
include professional teams such as Northampton Town FC and their Stadium at 
Sixfields. 

 
Demand for football 
 
3.3 Nationally around 3 million people aged 14+ years took part in football at least once 

a month during the period October 2015-September 2016 (Sport England , 2016).  
This rate of participation has declined from the Sport England survey in 2012-13.  
Around 92% of participants are male, and about 35% are aged under 24 years, with 
only about 1% of players aged over 45 years. There has been a slight decrease in the 
number of people playing football of any type since 2007, from 7.58% of adults over 
16 years playing once a month, to 6.39%. 

 
3.4 The Football Association’s (FA) ‘National Game Strategy 2015 - 2019’ (2015) has a 

number of targets with important implications for the organisation of football and 
its facility needs at grassroots level. In particular, it seeks to: 

 
• Boost female youth participation by 11% by 2019. 

 
• Increase the number of over 16s playing every week by over 200,000, by offering 

a variety of formats by 2019. 
  

• Create 100 new ‘3G’ artificial football turf pitches and improve 2,000 grass 
pitches by 2019. 

 
• Develop ‘Football Hubs’ in ‘areas where pressures on the local game are 

greatest’. The aim of the new programme is to create a new sustainable model 
for football facilities based around ‘3G’ pitches and high quality grass pitches on 
Hub Sites. 

 
• Ensure that 50% of youth football and mini-soccer pitches are played on ‘3G’ 

pitches by 2019. 
 

3.5 The Football Association’s National Facilities Strategy 2015 – 2019 vision for facilities 
can be summarised as: 

 
Building:  new facilities and pitches in key locations to FA standards in order to 
sustain existing participation and support new participation. 
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Protecting:  ensuring that playing pitches and facilities are protected for the benefit 
of current and future participants. 

 
Enhancing: investing in existing facilities and pitches, ensuring that participation in 
the game is sustained as well as expanded. 

 
3.6 The FA Charter Standard Club Programme was established to provide recognition 

that clubs are well run and sustainable, with child protection and safety being 
paramount. It also recognises a club’s commitment to coaching, player and coach 
development and the raising of standards of behaviour in the game. The FA Charter 
Standard Club Programme has four levels: 

 
• FA Charter Standard Club (Youth) 
• FA Charter Standard Adult Club 
• FA Charter Standard Development Club 
• FA Charter Standard Community Club 

 
3.7 The Charter Standard Clubs are expected to have at least one team in a league and 

have a school-club link. The Charter Standard Development Clubs may either be 
youth and adult or only provide for youth. They are expected to have at least 5 teams 
and a club development plan. The Charter Standard Community Clubs are expected 
to have at least 10 teams in an area such as Northampton and to run teams in each 
age category. They are also expected to have a detailed club development plan. 

 
3.8 The Charter Standard and above clubs in the Northampton in 2017 are: 
 

• Northampton O.N. Chenecks Youth 
• Northampton Falcons 
• Northampton Colts 
• Northampton Soccer Stars 
• Northampton Sileby Rangers 

 
Pitch sizes and age groups 
 
3.9 In 2012 the FA developed a set of recommended pitch sizes, pitch markings and goal 

post sizes for different age groups, and these were set out in The FA Guide to Pitch 
and Goalpost Dimensions (Football Association, 2012). The FA has since been 
working with leagues and pitch providers to try to ensure that all matches are now 
played on the recommended size pitch. 

 
3.10 In the NRDA there are some teams which were still playing on pitches of the 

“incorrect size” for the season 2016-17, for example the Northampton Black 
Panthers U15 team play on a senior size 11v11 pitch at Kings Heath, whilst the 
Northampton Eastern Eagles Youth U15 play on a 11v11 pitch at Lings Playing Field.  
For the purposes of the modelling, if it appears that there is no pitch of the correct 
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FA dimensions on a site that the team is known to play at, then the team has been 
allocated to the next nearest size pitch. 

 
3.11 There are some occasions when the 5v5 and 7v7 pitches are simply marked out on a 

weekly basis with cones rather than be permanently marked out on a site, as at Far 
Cotton Recreation Ground. Where such mini soccer use has been recorded but there 
were no marked pitches on a site at the time of the audit, a pitch of the correct size 
has been added to the site record for completeness. 

 
3.12 The pitch dimensions, taken from the FA Guide are given in Figure 6. 
 

Figure 6: FA recommended pitch sizes  

 
Football demand in the NRDA  
 
3.13 During the 2016/17 season there were 275 affiliated community teams within the 

NRDA, including 18 teams playing in Grange Park, in the following forms of the game: 
mini soccer 5v5 and 7v7; 9v9 youth football; 11v11 youth football; adult football; and 
the football pyramid Steps. This is the expressed demand for the game in the 
authority area. 

 
3.14 The bulk of the youth football in the NRDA is played as mixed teams, see Figure 7.  

However the playing pitch model only allows mixed teams to be included at the mini-
soccer age groups. Therefore where a team is identified as a mixed team at the youth 
ages, then 75% of the team is assumed to be male and 25% female, and added to the 
relevant team count. 

 
 
 
  

Type  Type Recommended 
size without runoff 

(metres) 

Recommended size 
including runoff 

(meters) 

Area of 
pitch with 

runoff 
(hectares, 
rounded) 

  Length Width Length Width  
 Mini Soccer U7/U8 5v5 37 27 43 33 0.14 
 Mini Soccer U9/U10 7v7 55 37 61 43 0.26 
 Youth U11/U12 9v9 73 46 79 52 0.41 
 Youth U13/U14 11v11 82 50 88 56 0.49 
 Youth U15/U16 11v11 91 55 97 61 0.59 
 Youth U17/U18 11v11 100 64 106 70 0.74 
 Over 18 (adult age) 11v11 100 64 106 70 0.74 
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Figure 7: NRDA football teams 2016-17  
 

 Age 
Team age 
group 

Total number of 
teams of 
age/sex 

Teams for PPS 
modelling  

Mini-soccer 6-7 yrs - mixed 6 -7 yrs u7 & u8 47 47 

Mini-soccer 8-9 yrs - mixed 8 -9 yrs u9 & u10 50 50 

Youth football 9 v 9 - boys 10-11yrs u11 & u12 7 29.5 

Youth football 9 v 9 - girls 10-11yrs u11 & u12 3 10.5 

Youth football 9 v 9 - mixed 10-11yrs u11 & u12 30 - 

Youth football 11 v 11 boys 12-15 yrs u13 to u16 40 52.75 

Youth football 11 v 11 girls 12-15 yrs u13 to u16 3 7.25 

Youth football 11 v 11 mixed 12-15 yrs u13 to u16 17 - 

Men’s football 16-45yrs u17+ 73 73 

Women’s football 16-45yrs u17+ 5 5 

TOTAL 275 275 
 
3.15 The total number of community football teams has fallen significantly from those 

recorded in the 2011 Northampton Playing Pitch Strategy, which identified: 
 

• 154 adult teams 
• 110 junior teams 
• 65 mini teams 

 
3.16 The period since 2011 has therefore seen a major growth in the mini game, now with 

a total of 96 teams, but a slight fall in the number of junior (youth) teams to 100 in 
total. There has however been a significant fall in the number of adult teams, with 
only about half of those previously affiliated and playing on grass. 

 
Temporal demand – the peak demand  
 
3.17 The peak demand for pitches is a critical factor in assessing how many pitches of each 

size are required in order to meet the match demand for a local area. If for example, 
almost all of the matches for an age group are played at the same time, there will be 
a very high peak of demand for the corresponding pitch size, but almost no match 
demand at other times in the week. Conversely, if the matches are more evenly 
spread across kick off days, this will mean that the pitches can be used for matches 
at least twice a week. A spread of kick-off days therefore maximises the use of the 
available pitch stock for matches, meaning that less playing field area is potentially 
required. 

 
3.18 In the NRDA, almost all mini soccer and youth 9v9 football is played on a Saturday. 

The youth 11v11 football is mostly played on a Sunday as is the senior game. This 
means that there are high peaks in demand for each of the separate pitch sizes. 
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3.19 Figure 8 provides a summary of this temporal demand, which is then used in the 

Playing Pitch Model to assess the balance between supply and demand for pitch 
space at peak time. 

 
Figure 8: Temporal demand 

 

Age group  Age 

Team 
age 
group 

Pitch 
size 

Total 
number 

of 
teams 

of 
age/sex 

Number 
of 

teams 
playing 
on the 

relevant 
pitch 
size  

Peak 
kick off 
day 

% games 
being 
played in 
the peak 
time on this 
pitch size 

Mini-soccer 6-7 yrs 
- mixed 

6 -7 
yrs u7 & u8 5v5 47 47 Saturday 98% 

Mini-soccer 8-9 yrs 
- mixed 

8 -9 
yrs 

u9 & 
u10 7v7 50 50 Saturday 100% 

Youth football 9 v 9 
- boys 

10-
11yrs 

u11 & 
u12 

9v9 

7 

40 Saturday 88% Youth football 9 v 9 
- girls 

10-
11yrs 

u11 & 
u12 

3 

Youth football 9 v 9 
- mixed 

10-
11yrs 

u11 & 
u12 

30 

Youth football 11 v 
11 boys 

12-15 
yrs 

u13 to 
u16 

11 v 11 
Youth 

40 

60 Sunday  72% Youth football 11 v 
11 girls 

12-15 
yrs 

u13 to 
u16 

3 

Youth football 11 v 
11 mixed 

12-15 
yrs 

u13 to 
u16 

17 

Men’s football 
16-
45yrs u17+ 

11 v 11  
73 

78 Sunday 83% 

Women’s football 
16-
45yrs u17+ 5 

 
 
Current supply of grass pitches 
 
3.20 During the 2016/17 football season there were pitches of all recommended sizes in 

the borough being used by the community. The table in Figure 9 summarises these, 
and they are mapped in Figure 10, Figure 11 and Figure 12. 

 
3.21 In addition, but excluded from the table and maps are those pitches on school sites 

which have no community use. These maps suggest that the pitches are well spread 
geographically. 
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3.22 This table suggests that overall a high proportion of the football pitches in the NRDA 
are on secure sites. 

 
Figure 9: Pitches used by the community in 2016/17 excl NRDA 

 

Age group Pitch 

Recommended 
size without 

runoff (metres) 

Area of 
pitch with 

runoff 
(hectares, 
rounded) 

No of pitches used 
by the community 

No of pitches used 
by the community 

in secure 
community use 

  Length Width    
Mini 
Soccer 
U7/U8 

5v5 37 27 0.14 22 21 

Mini 
Soccer 
U9/U10 

7v7 55 37 0.26 16 15 

Youth 
U11/U12 9v9 73 46 0.41 17 15 

Youth 
U13/U14 11v11 82 50 0.49 

19 19 Youth 
U15/U16 11v11 91 55 0.59 

Youth 
U17/U18 11v11 100 64 0.74 

84 78 Over 18 
(adult 
age) 

11v11 100 64 0.74 
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Figure 10: Senior pitch sites season 2016/17 
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Figure 11: Youth football pitch sites season 2016/17 
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Figure 12: Mini Soccer pitch sites season 2016/17 
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3.23 The four sites which are used by the community for football but which are not in 
secure community use are given in Figure 13; three are education sites. 

 
Figure 13: Grass football sites not in secure community use 

 
Site  Pitches used by the community  

St Andrews Hospital Playing Pitches 11v11 x 2 
Northampton Academy 11v11 x 2, 9v9 
Northampton School for Boys 11v11 
Northampton College 5v5, 7v7, 9v9 

 
Stadia sites 
 
3.24 The term “stadia” covers a wide range of facility levels, from a relatively simple 

fenced pitch with toilets but no other spectator provision or floodlights, up to a major 
professional club stadium, such as at Sixfields. The requirements for the football 
pitch and site depend upon the level at which a club is playing, and this is set out in 
the FA’s Ground Grading requirements, a summary of which is provided in Appendix 
2. The teams playing at the lower Step numbers are higher in the football pyramid 
and the Ground Grading requirements are more demanding. The list of teams playing 
in the FA National League System and require “stadia pitches” in the borough are 
given in Figure 14. 

 
Figure 14: Stadia pitches in the NRDA 

 
Club  National League Step Home Ground 
Northampton Town FC National League Div 1 Sixfields Stadium  
Northampton Sileby 
Rangers  

Step 5 Fernie Fields  

Northampton ON Chenecks Step 5 Old Northamptonians 
Sports Ground 

Northampton Jameeah FC N/A Northampton Spencer FC 
 
This is a legacy stadia pitch 
and the current resident 
club is not at a level 
requiring  this level of pitch. 

 
Pitch quality 
 
3.25 The quality standard for each pitch used by the community has been assessed 

through a site visit, consultation with the FA, clubs and the borough council. The 
estimated carrying capacity for each of the pitches is derived from the agreed quality 
standard for each pitch and the guidance criteria for pitch carrying capacity, a copy 
of which is given in Figure 15. 
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Figure 15: Pitch carrying capacity for football 

 
Agreed pitch 
quality rating 

Senior football Youth football Mini soccer 
Number of match equivalent sessions a week 

Good 3 4 6 
Standard 2 2 4 
Poor 1 1 2 

 
3.26 It should be noted that the playing pitch guidance criteria from Sport England does 

not specifically take into account the impact of weather on the football season, such 
as snow cover or frozen ground. This will have an impact on both the number of 
matches which are able to be played on a pitch, and often the length of the season 
if postponed matches are rescheduled. It is therefore important to retain some spare 
capacity in the pitch stock generally to enable flexible management of sites and 
bookings. 

 
3.27 Where pitches are in parks or amenity green spaces they tend to suffer more than 

closed sites from dog fouling and damage from unauthorised or other uses. 
 
3.28 The quality of the changing and ancillary provision on each site has also been 

assessed using the guidance templates. 
 
3.29 Of the pitches within the NRDA, 136 were considered to be standard, 7 were Good, 

and 15 were poor. The poorer quality pitches were in Abington Park, Round Spinney, 
Eastfield Park, Lings Wood, Lings Playing Field, the Racecourse and Dallington Park.  
The Good pitches included three of the stadia pitch sites; Fernie Fields, Northampton 
Spencer, and Old Northamptonians. 

 
Current provision of artificial grass pitches   
 
3.30 There are currently nine large size 3G pitches within and close to the NRDA, but the 

Moulton College pitch is largely used by Northampton Town FC outside of college 
use, and therefore unavailable for community teams. Of the other pitches, the 
Malcolm Arnold and Northampton School for Boys pitches are both currently on the 
FA 3G Register and therefore available for matches at 11v11.  (See Figure 4 for the 
full list of AGPs in and close to the NRDA area).  

 
3.31 Five of the six other six large size pitches are floodlit. The pitch which is not floodlit 

is at Northampton School for Girls, and planning constraints restricted the provision 
of the lights. 

 
3.32 Other than for the Malcolm Arnold Academy and Weston Favell Academy pitch, all 

of the pitches are at least 5 years old, with the Northampton Academy pitch being 
over 10 years old. The current used capacity of the pitches at peak time, other than 
for those at Moulton and the Northampton School for Girls, appear to be 30-45%, 
well below their potential usage levels. 
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3.33 Of the smaller size pitches, the Grange Park Community Centre pitch is running at 

about 50% used capacity, whilst the fairly new but small pitch at Northampton 
College is used at about 20% capacity. 

 
3.34 Figure 16 shows the 3G pitches across West Northamptonshire, and a 20 minute 

catchment from the large size pitches, including those which do not meet the FA 
Register standards. This shows that all of the NRDA area, and large areas of the 
adjacent districts can reach at least one pitch within 20 minutes drive time. 
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Figure 16: 3G map for West Northamptonshire  
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Sites under threat  
 
3.35 The NPPF (Communities and Local Government, 2012) protects playing fields from 

development unless there is a clear surplus of provision or the loss is mitigated by 
other factors. The following sites are currently at risk in Northampton: 

 
• The disused AGP at Kings Heath 
• The playing fields at the University of Northampton site at Park Campus 

 
Consultation findings 
 
3.36 The following comments are a summary of the general comments received in the 

formal playing pitch strategy process from the clubs and providers. Where issues or 
comments on quality have been raised about particular sites or locations, these have 
been incorporated into the site by site table in the report (Section 11, Figure 55). 

 
Club comments 
 
3.37 All of the clubs involved in football in Northampton were consulted using a web 

based survey approved by the Football Association based on the Sport England 
Guidance. 

 
Key generic findings 
 
3.38 The following are some of the key findings from the web based club survey returns. 
 

• Change in teams over the past 3 years: 
 

• Most clubs have seen no change in the number of teams at any age group, with 
the exceptions being Northampton Town Girls and Northampton FFA Abington, 
with an increase in both minis and youth. 

 
• Most of the clubs expect to see no change in the number of teams at any age 

group, with only those that have already seen an increase expecting to continue 
to grow in the future. 

 
• Most of the teams who provided comment on their pitch quality either reported 

that their pitch was slightly poorer or much poorer since last season. 
 

• Most of the clubs rent their pitches. 
 

• All of the clubs confirmed that the site was their preferred location.  
 
3.39 The changes in the number of teams reflect the changes identified since the 2011 

Playing Pitch Strategy report, and the national trends in the game.  
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National Governing Body comments and strategies 
 
3.40 The Football Association (FA) is the national governing body for football in England, 

and its local association is the Northamptonshire Football Association. The County 
FA officers have actively supported the consultation with the clubs, and have been 
involved with the study process. 

 
3.41 There is no specific football facility strategy for Northampton but this report will 

inform the FA’s own future priorities for investment via their sister body, the Football 
Foundation. 

 
3.42 The Football Association’s National Facilities Strategy places heavy emphasis on the 

development of new 3G AGPs and on the resurfacing of some of the existing AGPs to 
3G from sand filled/dressed, but only where there is a strategic priority for football 
and surplus provision for hockey. The objective is to give every team the opportunity 
to at least train on a 3G pitch, and the FA estimated for this strategy that the 
equivalent of one large size 3G pitch is needed for every 42 teams in an area. 

  
3.43 The FA is being supportive of the proposal by Moulton Magpies FC to develop a full 

size 3G stadia pitch at their home ground just outside of the NRDA. The funding for 
this pitch is now confirmed and construction is expected to be completed in 2018.  

 
3.44 The FA Whole Game System data for 2016/17 provides information about the 

training locations of about 42% of teams, across all of the age groups. Of these teams, 
about 48% appear to use AGPs for training, with the rest using the sites where they 
hold their matches. The Racecourse, Parklands, Old Northamptonians and The Elgar 
Centre appear heavily used, particularly for the youth football ages. 

 
Adjacent authorities’ provision and strategies 
 
3.45 A review of the adjacent authorities playing pitch strategy (PPS) reports shows that: 
 

• Daventry: the PPS is at final draft report stage. Key issues of relevance to the 
Northampton PPS are primarily in association with pitch provision in the NRDA. 
The district lacks football training space according to the FA model, and there is 
clearly pressure on the Moulton FC (Moulton Magpies) site and Moulton School 
and Science College. Moulton Magpies FC are developing a full size 3G pitch.  

• South Northants: the PPS is at final draft stage. The teams and pitches at Grange 
Park and at Great Houghton are included within this NRDA assessment. The 
current proposals for the NRDA SUEs are also addressed in this assessment. 

• Wellingborough: the Open Space, Sports and Recreation Audit and Assessment 
of 2015 included playing pitches. Standards of provision are recommended: 1.18 
ha for football and 0.05 ha for AGPs, with a 15 minute walking catchment. 
Applying these standards led to the conclusion that 16.19 ha of additional playing 
field was required for football, and 1 full size AGP (surface not specified). There 
are no specific proposals or site specific recommendations in the strategy. There 
is a current proposal for a full size 3G pitch at Redwell Leisure Centre.  
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Assessment of current supply/demand 
 
Market Segmentation  
 
3.46 The Market Segmentation tool from Sport England is summarised in the Part 1 

Report. This considers participation in sport by people aged 16 and over, and 
suggests that five of the larger market segments in the borough may take part in 
football, four of which are male. It also suggests that, for adults, there is probably 
limited potential to significantly increase the rates of football participation in the 
borough, even in the longer term, and even if all of the facilities were brought up to 
a high quality standard. There will however be an increase in line with the planned 
housing growth. 

 
3.47 This contrasts with the growth in football amongst young people, particularly for 

girls. This interest is likely to be reflected in a continuing trend towards more youth 
and girls teams in the future. 

 
Playing pitch model  
 
3.48 There are two elements to consider when assessing the balance between the supply 

and demand for football pitch space in the NRDA: 
 

• Pitch availability at peak times – the number of pitches required for football at 
the different FA recommended pitch sizes, in order to cater for matches. 

• Pitch capacity - the ability of natural grass pitches to provide for matches, training 
and other activity over a week or over a season. This is most often determined 
by their quality. 

 
Grass pitch availability at peak time 
 
3.49 The Sport England guidance sets out the required approach towards modelling of 

grass pitch sports, using Team Generation Rates, the temporal demand for the sport 
(the number of matches at peak time), pitch quality and the availability of pitches of 
the required size. The current usage of each site at peak demand is given in the table 
in Section 11, Figure 55. 

 
3.50 The sites shaded green could have at least one extra match per week at peak time 

i.e. they could act as the home site for at least two teams, and have a value of 1 or 
more. Those pitches shaded orange could act as a venue for one extra match a 
fortnight i.e. the pitch could meet the needs of one extra team as a home site. 

 
3.51 There are clearly some sites which are being over-used or very close to capacity at 

peak time, these are marked in red in Section 11, Figure 55. Of the pitches and sites 
being overused, most are in relation to the pitch sizes 7v7 and 9v9. 
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3.52 If this peak time capacity assessment is considered at the NRDA level as a whole, this 
demonstrates how well supply matches demand but taking into account only those 
sites which have secure community use. This is given in Figure 17, which shows that 
there is a major imbalance between the pitch availability, with many too few mini 
7v7 pitches, but a high surplus of senior pitches at peak time. The youth 11v11 and 
mini pitch provision does have a slight surplus at peak time. 

 
Figure 17: Football spare match capacity in 2016-17 

(secure community use only) 
 

Mini  
5v5 

Mini 
7v7 

Youth 
9v9 

Youth 
11v11  

Senior  
11v11 

7.5 -15 -2 5 43.5 
 
Grass pitch capacity across the week 
 
3.53 The next question is whether, even if there is sufficient capacity at peak time to 

potentially host additional teams, the quality of the pitches are good enough to 
withstand additional use. This part of the assessment adds up all of the use of a pitch 
across a week, both matches and training, and then compares it to the expected 
carrying capacity (based on the assessed quality from the site audit, see Figure 15). 
This pitch by pitch assessment is also in Section 11, Figure 55. 

 
3.54 Figure 18 provides a summary of the spare capacity across the week in the number 

of match equivalents as at 2016-17. This shows that there is plenty of capacity across 
the week in almost every pitch size for every age group, but there are some sites and 
pitch sizes which are being overused, with Dallington Park being most notable. The 
sites which appear to being overused are: 

 
• Dallington Park 7v7 
• Parklands 9v9 
• Collingtree Parish Playing Field 9v9 
• Abington Park 11v11 Youth 
• Wootton Community and Sports Centre, 11v11 Youth 
• Foxfields Country Park, 11v11 

 
 

Figure 18: Football total spare capacity by pitch size in 2016-17 
(secure community use only) 

 
Mini 
5v5 

Mini 
7v7 

Youth 
9v9 

Youth 
11v11 

Senior  
11v11 

71.5 33 16.5 17 97 
 
3.55 In summary, the peak time demand for football pitch space to provide for matches 

is the main factor in determining whether there is sufficient pitch space for football 
in the NRDA. The high proportion of matches at peak time for each age group means 
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that on most pitches there is capacity for training as well. The priorities for the future 
are to rebalance the pitch stock to provide for more 7v7 and 9v9 pitches but to 
reduce the number of senior pitches. 

 
Artificial grass pitches (AGP) 
 
3.56 If an AGP meets the technical specification of the FA, it can be registered and can be 

used for matches as well at training. There are currently two FA registered pitches in 
the NRDA plus one at Moulton College. 

 
3.57 There is no simple equation which equates an AGP to match provision, but it could 

be assumed that one adult match could be played each of Saturday morning and 
afternoon, and Sunday morning and afternoon. However for the junior and mini 
games, one large pitch (100 x 64m excluding runoffs) can be marked out for 2 x 7v7 
pitches and/or 2 x 9v9 pitches (meeting the FA minimum size) or 4 x 5v5 pitches, 
enabling concurrent and consecutive matches to be played. 

 
3.58 The impact of a full size FA register pitch, and making it accessible for all age groups 

for matches and training is therefore very significant, but this depends on: the 
number of hours and days of the week it is available for community (club use); the 
provision of floodlighting; changing and car park provision; and whether the hire 
charges for club use are affordable for all age groups. 

 
3.59 The current usage levels of each of the AGPs is given in Figure 4, and it is clear that 

all of the pitches are used 30-40% of the available hours at peak time, and that the 
3G Register pitches are not being used significantly more than the others. 

 
Facilities Planning Model for AGPs 
 
3.60 The Sport England Facilities Planning Model for AGPs considers only large size 

pitches, and given the number of small size pitches in the West Northamptonshire 
area, it has been agreed that an FPM AGP report would not be appropriate for this 
playing pitch strategy. 

 
3.61 However, the key parameters based on national research which lie behind the 

Facilities Planning Model (FPM) provide a useful guide to the ways in which AGPs are 
used: the dominance of football overall, the much higher percentage of male users 
than female, and the rapid fall off in users with age, see Figure 19. 
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Figure 19: FPM AGP parameters 
 

  
Parameter 

 
Comments 

 
Participation -% of 
age band 
 

 
                 0-15     16-24     25-34     35-44     45-54      55+      
 
Male        3.37      7.72       4.93       2.71       1.26        0.17 
Female    3.16      2.70        0.94       0.46       0.18      0.07 

 
 

 
Frequency – Visits Per 
Week in the Peak 
Period 
 

 
                  0-15     16-24     25-34     35-44     45-54      55+   
 
Male         1.81      1.67       1.27        1.06       1.07      0.97 
Female    1.02      1.45       1.34        1.31       1.21      1.32 

 
Football   75.2% 
Hockey   22.7% 
Rugby       2.1% 

 
Peak Period 

 
Monday-Thursday  = 17.00 – 21.00 
Friday                      = 17.00 – 19.00     
Saturday                   =   9.00 – 17.00 
Sunday                    =   9.00 – 17.00 
 
Total Peak Hours per week = 34 hrs 
Total number of slots           = 26 slots   
 
Percentage of demand in peak period = 85% 

 
Mon-Friday = 1 hr 
slots to reflect 
mixed use of 
activities –training, 
5/7 a side & 
Informal matches 
 
Weekend = 2 hrs 
slots to reflect 
formal matches. 

 
Duration 

 
Monday - Friday       =  1 hr 
Saturday & Sunday  =  2 hrs 

 
 

 
At one time capacity 

 
30 players per slot Mon to Fri; 25 players per slot Sat & Sun 
30 X 18slots = 540 visits  
25 X 8slots = 200 visits 
Total = 740 visits per week in the peak period 
 

 
Saturday and 
Sunday capacity to 
reflect dominance 
of formal 11-side 
matches i.e. lower 
capacity 

 
Catchments 
 

 
Overall catchment for all users  
82% travelling 20 minutes or less during week – within a 
distance decay function of the model  
Users by travel mode  
81% Car borne 
15% Walk 
4% Public Transport 
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FA model for 3G AGP provision 
 
Football training 
 
3.62 The FA has an aspiration that each football team should have access at least one hour 

a week to a 3G AGP for training, and they have developed their own model to 
calculate the amount of 3G AGP pitch space required. The FA model assumes that 
the 3G AGPs are available from 6pm-10pm midweek and 9am-5pm on weekends, 
and that the pitches are available for club training as follows (Figure 20). 

 
Figure 20: FA 3G AGP model training hours 

 
Pitch size and nature Number of hours available for 

club training 
Full size 42 
Stadia 42 
Multi Use Games Area  18 
Commercial 5 a side centres 10 
Pro club indoor and outdoor facilities  0 

 
3.63 This model was based on research undertaken in 2012 by Sport England. It found 

that on average 51% of usage is by sports clubs (when factoring in the number of 
training slots available per pitch per hour) if a site is fully open during the weekday 
evenings and at weekends, with hours of operation as above. A full size 3G AGP on 
average has 111 training slots per week, with 42 slots available for community club 
training (or matches). 

 
3.64 The model therefore incorporates both the commercial/pay and play use of a pitch 

and community club use. The FA advise that all planned 3G AGPs with high levels of 
community use but which are yet to have a formal programme of use identified, 
should be assumed to have 42 training slots available for community club training. 

 
3.65 The model also helps to identify how many more hours are required in each local 

authority to potentially provide every affiliated club with the opportunity to train for 
one hour per week. The FA has agreed that the number of affiliated teams playing 
on grass in the NRDA is 275 community teams. As such, the FA model would suggest 
the need is for 275 training slots of 1 hour each on 3G pitches, or 6.5 full size 3G 
pitches. 

 
3.66 If the current provision of 3G pitches are assessed using the FA’s model but based on 

the number of hours that each pitch is available for community use, this suggests 
that the current provision across the NRDA of 3G pitch space, including a small 
allowance for Moulton College, is around 316 slots. This is well above the identified 
training needs of the 275 teams, particularly as many of the mini teams will not train 
midweek. 

 
 



 

  West Northamptonshire: NRDA 
Nortoft Partnerships Ltd  Open Space, Sport & Recreation Strategies  Page 42 of 147 

Part 3: Playing Pitch Strategy  

 
Figure 21: FA 3G model training slots 

 

Site Name 
Pitch 
size  

% hours of 
peak period 

actually open  

FA model 
number of 

hours available 
for club 
training 

Estimated 
number of 

hours available 
for club 
training 

Goals Soccer Centre x 11 30 x 20 100% 10 10 
Grange Park Community Centre 33x40 85% 18 15 
Kingsthorpe College 60x100 85% 42 36 
Malcolm Arnold Academy 60x100 85% 42 36 
Northampton Academy 60x100 76% 42 32 
Northampton College 20x40 85% 18 15 
Northampton School for Boys 60X100 63% 42 27 
Northampton School for Girls 60x100 85% 42 36 
The Duston School 60x100 85% 42 36 
Thomas Becket Catholic School 60x100 79% 42 33 
Weston Favell Academy 60x100 85% 42 36 
Moulton College  60 x 100 10% 4 4 

TOTAL NUMBER OF COMMUNITY HOURS AVAILABLE ON 3G PITCHES 316 
 
3.67 The fact that a number of teams, particularly youth teams, are not using the AGPs 

for training, appears to suggest that either they are only training at weekends when 
they do not also have matches, or they are unwilling to do so, possibly due to cost. 

 
Football matches 
 
3.68 The FA is placing an increasing focus on the opportunity for community clubs to use 

3G AGP pitches for matches. These pitches need to conform to the requirements of 
the FA Register and need to be retested every 3 years. There are two pitches which 
are on the FA Register in Northampton, Malcolm Arnold and Northampton School 
for Boys, but neither appear to be being used regularly for matches. The Moulton 
College pitch is being used by Northampton Town FC academy, so is not regularly 
available to community teams. 

 
Assessment of Future Needs  
 
3.69 The assessment of the future needs for football is based on a combination of: 
 

• Team generation rate modelling results. These forecast growth in the sport, using 
team generation rates (TGRs), which in turn are based on: the current rates of 
participation in the sport across the age groups and sexes; the anticipated growth 
in each sport, again across the different age groups and sexes; and the changes 
in the population for the NRDA over time. 
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• the quality and availability of the existing grass pitches for both matches and 
training. 

• the technical requirements of football in relation to 3G AGPs. 
• the capacity of the existing sites to meet future demand, both grass pitches and 

AGPs. 
 
TGR modelling 
 
3.70 The basis for modelling the future demand for football was agreed with the FA, the 

Borough Council and Sport England and is: 
 

Figure 22: Football - agreed participation rate increases 
 

 
Cumulative growth 

percentage from 2017 

2021 2026 2029 
Minis  2.5% pa to 2019, then 1.25% thereafter  10.0% 16.3% 20.0% 
Youth boys 1% pa to 2019, then 0.5% pa thereafter  4.0% 6.5% 8.0% 
Youth girls  0.25% pa to 2019 then 0.88% thereafter  2.5% 6.9% 9.6% 
Men 0% pa  0% 0% 0% 
Women 0.25% pa to 2019 then 12.5% pa thereafter 25.8% 88.3% 125.8% 

 
 
3.71 The outcome of the modelling is given in Figure 23. The key findings from the 

modelling are: 
 

• Across the NRDA area, there is expected to be an increase from 275 teams in 
2017 to 353 teams by 2029. 

• The largest growth is expected to be at the mini age group, with an additional 27 
teams playing 5v5 and 7v7. 

• There is expected to be 19 extra youth teams, most of which will be male. 
• There is expected to be 12 extra men’s and 8 extra women’s teams. 
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Figure 23: Football- estimated number of teams to 2029 
 

 Age Groups 
Team age 

group 

Number of teams within 
age group  

2017 2021 2026 2029 
Mini-soccer 6-7 yrs - mixed 6 -7 yrs u7 & u8 47 51 56 60 
Mini-soccer 8-9 yrs - mixed 8 -9 yrs u9 & u10 50 54 59 64 
Youth football 9 v 9 - boys 10-11yrs u11 & u12 30 36 38 38 
Youth football 9 v 9 - girls 10-11yrs u11 & u12 11 12 13 13 
Youth football 11 v 11 boys 12-15 yrs u13 & u16 53 63 68 70 
Youth football 11 v 11 girls 12-15 yrs u13 & u16 7 8 9 10 
Men’s football 16-45yrs u17 + 73 77 82 85 
Women’s football 16-45yrs u17 + 5 7 11 13 

 
 
3.72 The NRDA SUEs have been assessed using the Sport England Pitch Calculator with the 

parameters from this assessment. They are expected to generate the following 
demand by 2029, see Figure 24, and for full details see Figure 53.   

 
Figure 24: Football demand from SUEs 

 

Authority  SUE 

Estimated demand for pitch space 
in number of pitches 

Adult Youth Mini 
Northampton  Kings Heath 1.39 2.18 3.6 

Northampton South 0.46 0.73 1.2 
Northampton South of Brackmills 0.6 0.94 1.56 
Upton Park 0.46 0.73 1.2 
Upton Lodge 0.97 1.52 2.52 

Total 3.88 6.1 10.08 
South 
Northants 

Northampton West 0.66 1.04 1.72 
Upton Lodge/Norwood Farm 0.65 1.02 1.68 

Total 1.31 2.06 3.4 
Daventry  North of Whitehills (Buckton 

Fields) 
0.46 0.73 1.2 

Northampton North 1.57 2.47 4.08 
Northampton West 1.57 2.47 4.08 

Total 3.6 5.67 9.36 
NRDA total 8.79 13.83 22.84 
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3.73 The next step in the modelling is to consider if the pitch capacity identified earlier in 
the report, by peak period and across the week, is capable of meeting this changed 
demand in the period up to 2029. 

 
Scenario options for meeting this demand  
 
Football match demand – AGPs?  
 
3.74 In relation to matches, the FA model has been used to assess the need for, and the 

potential impact of 3G pitches. The key determining factor is the high percentage of 
5v5, 7v7 and 9v9 matches which are held at peak time, almost all on a Saturday 
morning. The youth game is slightly more spread out, with about 70% of matches at 
peak time on a Sunday, which are played at the same time as over 80% of senior 
matches. 

 
3.75 If the same peak demands are retained in the long term but mini 5v5, 7v7 and youth 

9v9 matches were programmed between 09.00-13.00 on a Saturday, this would 
mean that about half of the matches of these age groups could be held on one 3G 
AGP over the weekend. 

 
3.76 Figure 25 shows how many 3G pitches would be required to meet the demand from 

football if by 2029 there was no grass pitch space. 
 
 

Figure 25: Number of 3G pitches required to meet match demand  
 

Format of game Number of full size 3G pitches required to meet all 
demand 

Mini 5 v 5 and 7 v 7 15.2 
Youth 9 v 9 8.4 

Youth 11 v 11 14.4 
Adult 27.1 

 
3.77 It is clearly unrealistic to provide this number of 3G football turf pitches, and it is 

therefore essential that a network of grass pitches for each age group should be 
retained for the future. 

 
Football match demand – grass pitches? 
 
3.78 Figure 26 considers whether the existing spare match capacity of the grass pitch 

stock can meet the expected demand from the new population by 2029. Due to the 
high current surplus of senior size pitches and if some can be remarked to meet the 
needs of the mini and junior game then there is more than sufficient pitch space 
within the existing built up NRDA area to meet all of the needs up to 2029. This 
assumes that all sites are kept good quality, both pitches and ancillary facilities. 
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Figure 26: NRDA football grass pitch demand/supply up to 2029  

 
 

 

2017 2021 2026 2029 2017 2021 2026 2029 2017 2021 2026 2029 2021 2026 2029

Mini-soccer 6-7 yrs - mixed u7 & u8 47 51 56 60 24 25 28 30 23 25 27 30 2 4 7 7.5 0.9 -0.1
Mini-soccer 8-9 yrs - mixed u9 & u10 50 54 59 64 25 27 30 32 25 27 30 32 2 5 7 -15.0 -22.2 5.8
Youth football 9 v 9 - boys u11 & u12 30 36 38 38 15 18 19 19 13 16 17 17 3 4 4
Youth football 9 v 9 - girls u11 & u12 11 12 13 13 5 6 7 7 5 5 6 6 1 1 1
Youth football 11 v 11 boys u13 & u16 53 63 68 70 26 31 34 35 19 23 25 25 4 6 6
Youth football 11 v 11 girls u13 & u16 7 8 9 10 4 4 5 5 3 3 3 3 0 1 1
Men’s football u17 + 73 77 82 85 37 38 41 42 30 32 34 35 2 4 5
Women’s football u17 + 5 7 11 13 3 3 5 7 2 3 4 5 1 2 3

-16.5

Notes: 
Temporal 
demand (% of 
matches played 
at peak time) 

Pitch size 
incl run 
off

Mini-soccer 6-7 yrs - mixed 98% 0.14
Mini-soccer 8-9 yrs - mixed 100% 0.26
Youth football 9 v 9 - boys 88% 0.41
Youth football 9 v 9 - girls 88% 0.41
Youth football 11 v 11 boys 72% 0.59
Youth football 11 v 11 girls 72% 0.59
Men’s football 83% 0.74
Women’s football 83% 0.74

5.0 -1.9 1.1

43.5 35.3 -26.1

Number of matches being played at 
peak time

Change in peak time pitch 
requirements (number of 

matches)
Spare match 
capacity of 

existing pitch 
stock 2016/17 

Balance in peak 
time supply/ 

demand mach 
pitch space in 2029

Additional area 
of pitches 

required incl 
run off (ha) 

-2.0 -7.0 2.8

Team age group
Number of teams within age group 

Number of matches per week (Number 
of teams / 2) 
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3.79 This assessment is based on the current high peak demands for the different pitch 
sizes, and also assumes that no matches are moved to 3G pitches. If the leagues 
restructured to enable a greater spread of the game across the weekend, then the 
demand would be less, similarly if a proportion of the mini game moved to AGPs for 
their matches. 

 
3.80 This assessment also assumes that the developers’ contributions from the NRDA 

SUEs outside of Northampton are invested in sites within Northampton to improve 
the quality of the pitches and their ancillary facilities. If a mechanism to share 
developer contributions across boundaries is not agreed, then there will be a need 
for on-site provision for football within the NRDA SUEs within South Northants and 
Daventry districts. 

 
Meeting the needs of the future 
 
Additional grass pitch provision  
 
3.81 The following playing field provision is proposed for the NRDA SUEs: 
 

Figure 27: NRDA SUEs proposed playing field provision 
 

Authority SUE  Playing field proposed provision / 
comment 

Northampton/ 
Daventry 

Northampton Kings Heath SUE 
(Dallington Grange) 

Masterplan shows 8 football pitches 
of different sizes in open spaces, as 
well as dual use pitches at the 
secondary school site. 2 x primary 
schools also have playing fields with 
pitches shown. 

Northampton Northampton South SUE S106 states an AGP is to be provided 
but no details known of size or 
surface type. Pre-app masterplan 
(July 2017) shows 2 x adult football 
pitches and a cricket pitch within 
open space. It is likely a combination 
of an AGP and some mini/junior grass 
pitches will be sought, however. 

Northampton Northampton South of 
Brackmills SUE 

2 x junior football and 1 x mini soccer 
pitches proposed on site. 

Northampton/ 
South Northants 

Northampton Upton Park SUE Unknown 

Northampton/ 
South Northants 

Upton Lodge/Norwood Farm 
SUE 

No on site provision proposed 

Daventry  Northampton North of 
Whitehills SUE 
(Buckton Fields) 

9v9 



 

  West Northamptonshire: NRDA 
Nortoft Partnerships Ltd  Open Space, Sport & Recreation Strategies  Page 48 of 147 

Part 3: Playing Pitch Strategy  

Daventry Northampton North SUE 2.542 ha of playing fields proposed. 
Daventry/ South 
Northants 

Northampton West SUE Site is at pre-application stage, no 
details known. 

 
 
3.82 If additional grass pitch sites are proposed in the future, it will be essential that they 

are: 
 

• multi-pitch 
• have good quality playing surfaces 
• have good quality changing provision 
• flat and do not easily become waterlogged in the winter 
• be free of informal public use i.e. are fenced 
• easily accessible to the community 
• club centred 
• financially sustainable. 

 
3.83 Given the findings of this assessment, there is a need to look at the overall network 

of football grass pitch provision across the NRDA. This should include both the 
existing sites and those proposed within the NRDA SUEs to ensure that the best long 
term options are developed which will meet the needs of the community now and 
in the future. 

 
3.84 If there is no agreement to share developers’ contributions across the NRDA, then 

there will need to be the following on site provision in the SUEs within Daventry and 
South Northants districts: 

 
District  SUE Football pitches  
Daventry  Northampton North  2 senior 

3 youth 
4 mini  

Northampton West 2 senior  
3 youth 
4 mini 

South 
Northants  

Northampton West / Upton Lodge 
Norwood Farm 

2 senior 
2 youth  
4 mini 
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3.85 If there is agreement to share developer contributions between Daventry and South 

Northants authorities but not with Northampton Borough, then there are 
opportunities to combine the provision, as below.  

 
District  SUE Football pitches  
Daventry  Northampton North  2 senior 

3 youth 
4 mini  

Daventry  Northampton West / Upton Lodge 
Norwood Farm 

3 senior 
5 youth 
8 mini 

South 
Northants  

 
 
3.86 Each site would also be required to contribute towards the ancillary facilities 

including clubhouse/pavilion and car parking. 
 
AGP provision  
 
3.87 With the high level of AGP provision in Northampton and on its immediate 

surrounds, there does not appear to be any requirement for additional AGPs. 
 
3.88 The proposed new 3G pitch at Moulton FC, just outside of the NRDA will support 

their intensive use of the site and the adjacent Moulton School and Science College, 
but the sustainability should be confirmed, given the relatively low level of used 
capacity at the other sites across the NRDA. 

 
3.89 If a new 3G pitch is proposed, the FA will seek to ensure that the proposal is 

sustainable and would wish to ensure that any planning permission has a planning 
condition requiring a formal community use agreement. This should include the 
following: 

 
• Sites should be available for community (club hire) at weekends during the 

daytime for matches. 
• Pricing policies for matches at weekends should be put in place. The price 

charged for matches should be similar to the hire charge for football matches on 
grass pitches in local authority ownership (parish, town or district). For the senior 
game this will be for sites with changing provided. 

• New 3G pitches with a football turf surface must be tested and subsequently FA 
registered. 

• New 3G football turf pitches should be retested every 3 years, and remedial 
works undertaken as necessary to retain the FA register status. 

• The establishment of a sinking fund to enable carpet replacement as 
necessary. The FA recommends a sinking fund of approximately £25,000 per 
annum (at 2017 prices). 
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Stadia pitches  
 
3.90 The existing stadia sites should be retained, and additional stadia sites allowed to 

come forward as needed to support the growth of the game. 
 
SUMMARY OF KEY FINDINGS AND ISSUES 
 
3.91 The following questions and their answers are taken from the Sport England 

Guidance and provide a useful summary of the current and future provision for 
football in Northampton. 

 
What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
 
3.92 There are 275 community football teams in the NRDA and the pattern of 

participation is similar to the county and national picture, with most players being 
male across all of the age groups and the majority of teams in the mini and youth age 
groups. Girls football is increasing, but most play in mixed teams. 

 
3.93 Almost 100% of matches at 5v5 and 7v7 levels take place at the same time, and there 

are also high peaks in demand across the other pitch sizes; 88% of 9v9, 72% of 11v11 
Youth, and 83% of Senior. This means that many pitches are only used once a week 
for matches. 

 
3.94 There is more 3G AGP space for training than the amount of demand, even allowing 

an hour training for each team. This high level of provision means that most 3G 
pitches are only running at around 30-40% full during the times that they are open 
to the community to hire. Issues with booking and management of some AGPs may 
have further discouraged use, and a significant proportion of teams appear to be 
training on their grass pitch sites. 

 
3.95 However, given the spare capacity of most pitches, the impact of the training is not 

as serious on the grass pitches as might be the case elsewhere. 
 
Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current 
demand? 
 
3.96 There is a significant shortfall of 7v7 pitches (15 matches) and also a slight shortfall 

of 9v9 pitches (2 matches), but there is sufficient capacity for both 5v5 and 11v11 
Youth.  There is a high level of surplus capacity for the senior size 11v11 pitches (more 
than 43 matches a week). 

 
3.97 It does not appear that either of the two 3G FA Register AGPs at Malcolm Arnold and 

Northampton School for Boys are regularly used for matches. 
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Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 
 
3.98 Most of the pitches across the NRDA were agreed as being of “standard quality”, but 

there are a number of poorer quality pitches, all of which are in parks. There are a 
small number of good quality pitches, but these are all at club managed stadium 
sites. 

  
3.99 Several of the parks site lack changing provision, even those providing 11v11 pitches. 
 
3.100 The AGP quality is currently mostly standard, but the 3G pitches are almost all aging, 

with some over 10 years old. Quality of AGP provision will therefore be a key issue in 
the future. 

 
What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision?  
 
3.101 There is expected to be additional teams in the NRDA with the numbers rising from 

275 to 353.  Most of this growth is expected to be at the mini age groups, but there 
is likely to be around 19 extra youth teams and 20 extra senior teams. Most of this 
growth will be by males.  The women’s and girls’ game is expected to grow at a faster 
rate but the starting point is very low, so the forecast number of teams remains 
relatively low.  

 
Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future 
demand?   
 
3.102 There should be sufficient secure and accessible pitch space to meet all of the future 

demand based on the agreed modelling and planned housing, in the NRDA area. 
However whether this meets the demand will depend on some senior sites being 
remarked and reused for minis and youth teams, improved maintenance of the 
pitches on parks sites, and the provision of sufficient and good quality changing. 

 
3.103 The ability or otherwise for the existing football sites in Northampton to be able to 

meet the needs of all of the NRDA will also depend on investment in pitch quality 
and ancillary facility quality, and cross-boundary sharing of developers’ 
contributions. If cross-boundary investment is not possible, then there will be a need 
for on-site provision in the Daventry and South Northants SUEs. 

 
3.104 Another key issue will be to retain and improve the priority AGPs for football training, 

and to also to open the 3G Register pitches to matches for minis and juniors.  
 
3.105 A new full size 3G football turf pitch at Moulton Magpies FC is expected to be opened 

in 2018. 
 
3.106 There is limited justification at this time for any further AGP space for football.  
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3.107 The football leagues should be encouraged to develop more divisions to spread the 
demand across the weekend. This would allow the pitches to be used more 
intensively and therefore concentrate the resources for pitch and site maintenance. 

 
What actions may be required to ensure provision can meet both the current and future 
demand?  
 
3.108 The priorities for the future will need to be developed as the Action Plan arising from 

this strategy moves forwards. The actions are: 
 

• The production of a Northampton Football Strategy which involves Northampton 
Leisure Trust, Northants FA, football leagues, clubs and 3G pitch managers, with 
the objectives of: 
o Increasing the number of mini and youth pitches in multi-pitch venues. 
o Reducing the number of senior pitches, remarking as necessary to other 

sizes. This will be on the sites less appropriate for the senior game, and 
more easily used for minis and youth football. 

o Ensuring adequate, appropriate and good quality, changing provision for 
senior teams and for women and girls’ teams. 

o Reducing the number of parks sites managed for community football, 
allowing the concentration of resources onto fewer, good quality multi-
pitch sites. 

o In the longer term, spreading the leagues and their divisions more widely 
over the weekend, to enable pitches to be used for matches more than 
once a week. 

o Improving the uptake of 3G pitch space by teams and clubs, including a 
review of the management, booking and pricing in association with the 
operators. 

o Prioritising the large size 3G AGP sites which should receive investment for 
improvement as the carpets require replacement. 

 
3.109 The development of mechanisms to share developer contributions over authority 

boundaries to allow off-site investment into the existing football pitches and 
ancillary facilities within Northampton. 

 
3.110 Ensuring that there is provision on-site within the NRDA SUEs within South Northants 

and Daventry districts if the sharing of developer contributions is not possible to 
achieve. 
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Recommendations for football 
 

 
West Northamptonshire Councils’ role in football provision 
 
3.111 To support the Councils’ policies on health and well-being, as well as supporting 

sports participation, performance and excellence, the Councils will continue to 
support community access to football pitches together with their ancillary 
facilities and car parking. 

 
3.112 There is a need to develop a mechanism(s) for sharing developer contributions 

cross-boundary, for the provision of new, and improvements to existing 
community pitch facilities. Depending on the outcome of these discussions, there 
are three alternative options in relation to Enhancement and Provision.  

 
3.113 There is a need to develop a Northampton Football Strategy which involves all 

key parties, stakeholders and pitch providers to determine how best to respond 
to the key findings of this assessment at the site and league level. 

 
Sharing of developer contributions across the NRDA 
 
Protect 
 
3.114 Protect the existing football pitch sites, subject to the outcome of the proposed 

Northampton Football Strategy. 
 
Enhance  
 
3.115 Invest in sites in accordance with this assessment (Section 11, Figure 55) and the 

proposed Northampton Football Strategy. 
 
3.116 Ensure that developers’ contributions are provided off site towards the agreed 

investment priorities. Use the Pitch Calculator to determine the level of 
contributions which would be justified, and additionally require a contribution 
towards the costs of the ancillary facilities which would be required for football 
pitch sites. 

 
Sharing of developer contributions between Daventry and South Northants 
 
Protect 
 
3.117 Protect the existing football pitch sites, subject to the outcome of the proposed 

Northampton Football Strategy. 
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Enhance  
 
3.118 Invest in sites in accordance with this assessment (Section 11, Figure 55) and the 

proposed Northampton Football Strategy. 
 
3.119 Ensure that developers’ contributions are provided off site by the SUEs within 

Northampton towards the agreed investment priorities. Use the Pitch Calculator 
to determine the level of contributions which would be justified, and additionally 
require a contribution towards the costs of the ancillary facilities which would be 
required for football pitch sites. 

 
Provide 
 

District  SUE Football pitches  
Daventry  Northampton North  2 senior 

3 youth 
4 mini  

Daventry  Northampton West / 
Upton Lodge 
Norwood Farm 

3 senior 
5 youth 
8 mini 

South Northants  

 
 
3.120 Each site to be provided with appropriate ancillary facilities including changing 

pavilion and car parking. The size of each playing field site is expected to be around 
150% of the pitch area. 

 
No sharing of developer contributions  
 
Protect 
 
3.121 Protect the existing football pitch sites subject to the outcome of the proposed 

Northampton Football Strategy. 
 
Enhance  
 
3.122 Invest in sites in accordance with this assessment (Section 11, Figure 55) and the 

proposed Northampton Football Strategy. 
 
3.123 Ensure that developers’ contributions are provided off site by the SUEs within 

Northampton towards the agreed investment priorities. Use the Pitch Calculator 
to determine the level of contributions which would be justified, and additionally 
require a contribution towards the costs of the ancillary facilities which would be 
required for football pitch sites. 
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Provide 
 

District  SUE Football pitches  
Daventry  Northampton North  2 senior 

3 youth 
4 mini  

Northampton West 2 senior  
3 youth 
4 mini 

South Northants  Northampton West / 
Upton Lodge 
Norwood Farm 

2 senior 
2 youth  
4 mini 

 
3.124 Each site to be provided with appropriate ancillary facilities including changing 

pavilion and car parking. The size of each playing field site is expected to be around 
150% of the pitch area. 
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 CRICKET 
 
4.1 The Sport England Active People Survey (Sport England , 2016) research suggests that 

nationally about 324,400 adults aged 14+ years played cricket at least once a month 
during the year October 2015-September 2016. The national rate of participation has 
declined slightly since the 2012-13 survey. Of those playing cricket regularly, about 
93% are male, and 7% are female. About 66% of the adult players are aged 16-34 
years, with 29% aged between 35-54 years, and only 5% aged 55 years and over. 

 
Cricket demand in the NRDA  
 
4.2 This study refers to community cricket. In summer 2016 there were 9 cricket clubs 

with 36 teams arising in the NRDA, plus one imported team playing at Foxfields 
Country Park at Grange Park.  There was one exported team to Daventry district 
(Abington) and two of the St Crispin & Ryelands teams play at Harpole in South 
Northants. The teams and playing fields in Grange Park have been included in the 
NRDA assessment, as have those at Great Houghton as the playing field there clearly 
serves the village which is within Northampton borough. There is also the 
Northamptonshire County Cricket Club but this is a professional club and has been 
discounted in this assessment. 

 
4.3 The cricket teams and clubs are listed in Appendix 3 together with their home 

grounds and the days that the teams play their matches. Most of the clubs run more 
than one team but only 3 of the clubs run junior teams. 

 
4.4 The 2011 Playing Pitch Strategy identified 19 senior teams and 14 junior teams, and 

a number of clubs play midweek as well as at weekends.  The strategy identified 22 
cricket pitches, of which 9 were in public ownership and 4 were at school sites. 

 
4.5 The NRDA does not appear to have a notable “pop up” team demand which has 

emerged as an issue in some areas, particularly those with a high Asian population. 
These “pop up” teams tend to be groups of individuals meeting in a parks 
environment to play a single game. They are not affiliated, do not have any regular 
matches or play in the same place. Often they will use an area of a park which is not 
specifically set out or managed for cricket. 

 
Temporal demand 
 
4.6 The peak demand for cricket pitches is a critical factor in assessing how many pitches 

are required in order to meet the demand from a local area. If most of the matches 
are played on the same day, then there will be a very high peak of demand and a 
high number of pitches will be needed. Conversely if the matches are more evenly 
spread across the week, then relatively fewer pitches are required to cater for the 
demand, so long as they are of good quality, large enough, and well maintained. 
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4.7 In the NRDA the peak demand is on Saturday with 83% of adult teams playing then. 
The rest of the demand is well distributed across the week, including the junior 
games which take place on Mondays but also on several other days during the week, 
see Figure 28. 

 
Figure 28: Cricket teams and when they play 

 
 Number of teams Temporal (peak demand) 
Adult men’s teams 24 Saturday 83% 
Adult women’s teams 0 n/a 
Boys’ & mixed teams 12 Monday 50% 
Girls’ teams 0 n/a 

 
 
Current supply of cricket pitches  
 
4.8 There are 15 cricket pitches in secure community use in the NRDA. There is also the 

Northamptonshire County Cricket Club which is not available for general community 
use, and two school pitches at The Duston School and Northampton School for Boys 
which are available for use but unsecure. The sites are mapped in Figure 29. 
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Figure 29: Cricket pitches in 2016 
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Assessment of current supply/demand 
 
4.9 The quality standard for each pitch has been assessed through a site visit and 

consultation with the clubs and Northamptonshire Cricket Board. The estimated 
carrying capacity for each of the grass pitches is derived from the agreed quality 
standard for each site and England & Wales Cricket Board guidance criteria for pitch 
carrying capacity, and the number of strips on site. 

 
4.10 All of the grass pitches used for community cricket are either standard or good 

quality. The site by site summary of the pitch quality is given as part of the table in 
Section 11, Figure 55. 

 
4.11 For junior cricket, the strip length is different from those of the adult games. If the 

natural turf strips are used for the junior game, it cannot be safely reused for the 
adult game. Only those clubs with non-turf strips in addition to natural turf are 
therefore able to cater reasonably easily for junior players in addition to their 
seniors. 

 
4.12 The ECB has requested that the strategy should focus on the capacity and the balance 

between supply and demand of the grass pitches only, and that the artificial strips 
should be discounted. This is because most teams prefer to use grass, and many 
leagues require matches to be played on grass. 

 
4.13 The assessment assumes that every team plays on a weekly basis across the season.  

However in practice there is a wide variety, with often only about half of the teams 
playing on a weekly basis, whilst the rest play once a fortnight or less, and with about 
25% only playing 5 times a season or less. The outcome of the assessment therefore 
overestimates the amount of demand on many sites. 

 
4.14 The future of the Wootton Hall pitch is uncertain as the site has split ownership 

between the police and Northamptonshire County Council. It is currently closed 
whilst temporary classrooms occupy the site during the building of the new school. 

 
Consultation findings 
 
4.15 The following comments are a summary of the general comments received in the 

formal playing pitch strategy process from the clubs and providers. All of the clubs 
involved in cricket in the district were consulted using a web based survey approved 
by the ECB and based on the Sport England Guidance. 

 
4.16 Where issues or comments on quality have been raised about particular sites or 

locations, these have been incorporated into the site by site table in the report 
(Section 11, Figure 55). 
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Club comments 
 
4.17 Of the clubs responding to the survey, only Hardingstone increased its number of 

senior players over the past 3 years but only St Crispins & Ryelands saw an increase 
in the number of juniors. The only future growth anticipated in the game by the clubs 
is for one extra junior team at Hardingstone. There are no women’s or girls’ 
community teams, and none are expected to be established. 

 
4.18 All of the clubs are playing at their preferred locations. Some of the pitches in 2016 

were slightly better than in 2015, but similar numbers said that there was either no 
change or the pitch was slightly worse. 

 
National Governing Body comments and strategies 
 
4.19 Northamptonshire Cricket Board and the ECB have both been actively engaged with 

the PPS process. 
 
National Cricket Strategy 
 
4.20 The England and Wales Cricket Board’s strategy for 2016 -2020 ‘Cricket Unleashed’ 

(2016) contains the following priorities of relevance to Northamptonshire: 
 

• Clubs and leagues: The following will be prioritised: 
 

• Promoting player-driven formats of the game in our leagues and clubs. 
• Providing more opportunities to play across the whole league structure. 
• Delivering a new club affiliation core offer. 
• Delivering new training opportunities for coaches, officials and grounds staff. 
• Delivering a volunteer offer to drive recruitment, retention and recognition. 

 
• Kids: The following will be prioritised: 

 
• Developing an ability-based pathway for children aged 5-12 for adoption in clubs, 

schools and youth organisations. 
• In partnership with Chance to Shine, expanding the reach of the game into all 

schools across the country through a combination of bat and ball opportunities, 
a national teacher ambassador program and curriculum-aligned classroom 
resources. 

• Creating a seamless transition across the age groups and different formats to 
reduce the current drop out at key ages. 

• Promoting shorter pitch lengths for younger age groups. 
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• Communities: The following will be prioritised: 
 

• Implementing inclusion and engagement strategies to deliver welcoming 
environments and opportunities for players of diverse backgrounds. 

• Prioritising additional investment in coaches for women’s, girl’s, multicultural 
groups and disability cricket. 

• Increasing the opportunities for people with a disability to take part and play 
cricket at all levels. 

• Maximising the impact of hosting ICC global events to inspire a more diverse 
participation base to play cricket. 

• Delivering and investing in cricket programmes that are specifically designed to 
bring communities together and improve physical and mental wellbeing. 

 
• Casual: The following will be prioritised: 

 
• Delivering simple and enjoyable casual cricket offers. 
• Developing a 5 or 6-a-side version of cricket, played on artificial wickets to engage 

players at all ages and levels. 
• Supporting innovation such as Last Man Stands, Indoor, Tape-ball and Beach 

Cricket. 
• Creating a year-round participation programme using artificial wickets, indoor 

centres and other indoor spaces to allow all-year round play. 
• Driving availability of bats and balls for unstructured play. 

 
Northamptonshire County Cricket Strategic Planning 
 
4.21 The Northamptonshire response to the ECB strategy is to prioritise the governance 

framework. The strategic priorities will then be governed by striking a balance 
between those areas of greatest need and those which meet ECB’s priorities for 
funding support. 

 
4.22 There is a focus on women’s and girl’s cricket at Old Northamptonians and at St 

Crispin Ryeland. 
 
4.23 The latest ECB team data suggests that there are now three adult teams at 

Northampton Saints, and that the Old Northamptonians have teams at U19, U12 and 
U10.  The pitch at Foxfields Country Park is now rated as poor. 

 
4.24 The changing team numbers would not have a significant impact on the outcomes of 

this assessment, but the pitch quality at Foxfields has been amended for 
completeness in the site by site table, with an action that the pitch requires 
improvement. 
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Adjacent authorities’ provision and strategies 
 
4.25 A review of the adjacent authorities playing pitch strategy (PPS) reports shows that:  
 

• South Northants: the PPS is at final draft stage. Key issues of relevance to the 
NRDA are primarily in association with pitch provision close to the NRDA, as it is 
clear that there is very little spare capacity for cricket at Harpole or Kislingbury. 
There were two teams identified as arising from South Northants that play in the 
NRDA at Grange Park, and two teams that play at Harpole that arise from the 
NRDA. 

• Daventry: the PPS is at final draft stage. Boughton Park is on the boundary of the 
NRDA and is an unsecure site used by an exported team from South Northants. 
There are two other cricket sites on the boundary at Overstone Park Cricket Club 
and Overstone Park School.  Overstone Park Cricket Club is at capacity at peak 
time though there is some spare capacity across the week. Overstone Park School 
is used and has some spare capacity at peak time, though is constrained as it is a 
school site. The Obelisk Centre is just within the boundary of Daventry but clearly 
serves Kingsthorpe in Northampton, so has been included within the NRDA 
assessment. 

• Wellingborough: the Open Space, Sports and Recreation Audit and Assessment 
of 2015 included playing pitches. Standards of provision are recommended: 0.88 
ha for cricket, with a 15 minute walking catchment. Applying these standards led 
to the conclusion that 4 additional cricket pitches would be required by 2031.  
There are no specific proposals or site specific recommendations. 

 
Modelling 
 
Market Segmentation  
 
4.26 The Market Segmentation tool from Sport England is summarised in the Part 1 

Report. Sport England’s Market Segmentation modelling shows that the ‘Philip’ 
segment (Comfortable Mid-Life Males) are the most likely group to play cricket in the 
NRDA, although the ‘Tim’ segment (Settling Down Males) and ‘Ben’ (Competitive 
Male Urbanites) may also be interested. 

 
Playing pitch model  
 
4.27 The Sport England guidance sets out the required approach towards modelling of 

grass pitch sports, using Team Generation Rates, the temporal demand for the sport 
(the number of matches at peak time), and the availability of pitches of the required 
size. 
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Peak time capacity 
 
4.28 The peak time requirement from the NRDA community clubs in 2016 was for 10 

pitches. However, with the import of a team from South Northants, but the export 
of 2 teams to Harpole, this makes a peak demand of 9.5 pitches on a Saturday. 

 
4.29 There were 14 pitches in secure community use available, but not all were used 

during the season. There were 6 pitches unused at peak time, but the Northampton 
School for Boys pitch was used by one team and this site is not secure. 

 
4.30 Of the pitches available with grass strips, and used by the community in 2016 with 

secure community use, there was spare capacity at peak time for only 0.5 additional 
teams across the NRDA area. However with the inclusion of the Northampton School 
for Boys which has unsecure use, there is slightly more capacity. 

 
4.31 Collingtree Parish Playing Field is also used by an adult community team, but this is 

on an artificial strip. This site would also have capacity for an extra team at peak time.  
 
4.32 The Wootton Hall pitch is currently closed to community use but was a good quality 

site and provided sufficient capacity for 40 matches a season, the equivalent of 4 
teams playing on a weekly basis. 

 
Ground capacity across the season 
 
4.33 Section 11, Figure 55 gives the site by site summary of the demand and supply 

situation for cricket across the NRDA. This is based on the capacity of the grass 
pitches only, so discounts artificial strip capacity, and it also assumes that all teams 
play every week.  The assessment and the 2017 team update suggest that the 
following sites are at capacity or over used in the NRDA area:  

 
• Old Northamptonians Association. There are 5 senior and 6 junior teams playing 

on site. Overused by 15 matches per season. This site also has an artificial strip. 
• Collingtree Parish Playing Field. This has no grass wickets/strips but does have an 

artificial strip which is used by one senior team. 
• Foxfields Country Park, Grange Park. This site is used by 3 adult teams but no 

juniors. It also has an artificial strip. Overused by 5 matches per season. 
• Northampton Saints. This site has 3 adult teams plus juniors. This site also has an 

artificial strip. 
 
4.34 Given that not all of these teams play every week and some matches may be using 

the artificial strips, it is likely that both the Old Nortamptonians site and Foxfields 
Country Park are actually being used within their sustainable capacity. 

 
4.35 Sites which had no use in 2016 were: 
 

• Abington Park 
• Great Billing Pocket Park 
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• Racecourse 
• Wootton Hall (closed due to development) 
• The Duston School (unsecure) 

 
Assessment of Future Needs  
 
4.36 The assessment of the future needs for cricket is based on a combination of: 
 

• Team generation rate modelling results. These forecast growth in the sport, using 
team generation rates (TGRs), which in turn are based on: the current rates of 
participation in the sport across the age groups and sexes; the anticipated growth 
in each sport, again across the different age groups and sexes; and the changes 
in the population for the NRDA over time. 

• the quality and availability of the existing pitches. 
• the technical requirements of cricket. 
• the capacity of the existing sites to meet future demand, both using natural turf 

and artificial turf strips. 
 
TGR modelling 
 
4.37 The basis for modelling the future demand for cricket was agreed with the Northants 

Cricket Board, the ECB, the West Northamptonshire authorities and Sport England 
and is: 

 
 

Figure 30: Cricket- agreed participation rate increases 
 

 
Cumulative growth percentage from 2017 

2021 2026 2029 
Male 0.5% pa  2.5% 5.0% 6.5% 
Female 10% pa 50.0% 100.0% 130.0% 

 
 
4.38 The application of this modelling to the NRDA results in terms of team forecasts is 

given in Figure 31. This suggests that there will be some growth in the number of 
cricket teams up to 2029 across the NRDA as a whole, but that this will be fairly 
limited, with only an increase of 5 men’s teams and 3 boys’ teams. Although this 
modelling does not forecast any female teams as there are currently no girls or 
women’s teams in the area, one or two teams may be expected to arise up to 2029, 
probably based at the largest clubs. 
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Figure 31: Cricket- estimated number of teams to 2029  
 

 

Age Groups 

Number of teams within age group  

2017 2021 2026 2029 

 
Junior cricket - boys 7-18yrs 12 13 15 15 
Junior cricket - girls 7-18yrs 0 0 0 0 
Men’s cricket 18-55yrs 24 26 28 29 
Women’s cricket 18-55yrs 0 0 0 0 

 
 
Cricket match demand  
 
4.39 The 5 additional men’s teams will result in 2 extra matches needing to be 

accommodated by 2029 at peak time. This need can be met by:  
 

• Either reopening the Wootton Hall site or its replacement 
• Development of a grass square at Collingtree 
• Securing the long term community use of the Northampton School for Boys site. 

 
4.40 The junior demand is spread across the week and the women’s game is likely to be 

played on a Sunday, so there is also sufficient capacity for these aspects of the game. 
 
Meeting the needs of the future 
 
4.41 The NRDA SUEs within Northampton Borough generate a total demand for 1.8 cricket 

pitches by 2029. The SUEs within Daventry district over the same period generate a 
total demand for 1.1 pitches, and within South Northants a total of 0.4 pitches. 

 
4.42 The Northampton South SUE’s pre-application masterplan showed a cricket pitch, 

but the S106 doesn’t appear to include any provision for cricket. The Northampton 
North SUE has 2.5 ha of playing fields identified, but without any indication of the 
sports. 

 
4.43 Given the overall surplus of cricket provision in the NRDA, if the West 

Northamptonshire authorities share developer contributions, then investment can 
be made in the currently used sites within Northampton to increase their quality and 
capacity which would enable them to meet the expected demand of the NRDA by 
2029. The priorities include developing a grass square at Collingtree. The NRDA SUEs 
should be contributing off-site to these facilities, with the level of contribution 
guided by the Sport England Pitch Calculator outputs given in Figure 53. 
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4.44 If developer contributions are not shared across boundaries then for Daventry 
district: 

 
• A new cricket pitch should be provided at the Northampton North SUE together 

with clubhouse, car parking and ancillary facilities. 
• Plus either 
• contributions from the other SUEs should be directed to cricket clubs in Daventry 

district within a 15 minute drive time of the SUE where investment needs have 
been identified, in order to increase capacity; or  

• development of a cricket pitch in Northampton West, particularly if developer 
contributions can be shared between Daventry and South Northants for this 
purpose. 

 
4.45 The justification for the new cricket pitch at Northampton North is the lack of amount 

of spare capacity at Overstone Park and the limited other accessible secure pitch 
provision within Daventry district. It should be noted that with a site area of 1.3 ha, 
the pitch allocation in Northampton North would be about half of the playing pitch 
area currently planned. 

 
4.46 If developer contributions are not shared across boundaries then for South 

Northants a new cricket pitch should be provided in either Northampton West or 
Upton Lodge/Norwood Farm.  

 
4.47 This additional cricket facility is required because there is no spare capacity across 

the week at any of the cricket clubs close to the NRDA SUEs. An alternative may be 
to share developer contributions with Daventry district and seek to develop the 
required pitch in Northampton West. 

 
4.48 New additional cricket provision outside of the Northampton boundary but designed 

to meet the needs of the SUEs in Daventry and South Northants would mean that 
the total additional demand within the Northampton Borough boundary is the 
equivalent of 1.8 pitches by 2029. This demand can be met by increasing the capacity 
of the existing clubs through quality improvements, both in relation to the pitch and 
to the ancillary facilities. The Northampton Borough SUEs should therefore 
contribute off-site to identified investment requirements at the existing cricket sites. 
In this case there may not be a requirement for a grass square at Collingtree. 

 
4.49 There does not appear to be any justification for retaining those cricket pitches which 

are unused, particularly in the parks. 
 
4.50 There is an artificial cricket strip planned for Duston Sports Centre for 2018 onwards, 

but this has not been included within this assessment, in line with ECB advice.  
However it is expected that this would provide for cricket training, grass roots and 
development squads, plus perhaps different formats of the game mid-week.  It may 
also be able to host a club at weekends.  
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SUMMARY OF KEY FINDINGS AND ISSUES 
 
4.51 The following questions and their answers are taken from the Sport England 

Guidance and provide a useful summary of the current and future provision for 
cricket in the NRDA. 

 
Within the NRDA 
 
What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
 
4.52 The sport has been fairly stable since 2011, in both the number of men’s teams and 

junior teams. There are no separate women’s or girls teams in the NRDA. 
 
4.53 There is a reasonable geographical spread of pitches across the NRDA, and there are 

a number of sites close to the boundary. Some of the pitches which have secure 
community use are unused. 

 
Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current 
demand? 
 
4.54 Almost all of the cricket pitch sites used by the community are in secure community 

use, but Northampton School for Boys is unsecure and used. The unused sites are in 
the parks, and those most intensively used are the club sites. 

 
Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 
 
4.55 The agreed quality of the cricket pitches in use is either “good” or “standard”. Not all 

sites have changing provision or a club house. 
 
What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision?  
 
4.56 There is expected to be some, limited, increase in the number of teams playing 

cricket in the period up to 2029 across the NRDA as a whole; 5 men’s teams, 3 boys’ 
teams, plus potentially 1-2 women and girls teams. 

 
Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future 
demand?   
 
4.57 Theoretically there is sufficient pitch provision across the NRDA, both at peak time 

and in relation to the total capacity of the pitches to meet all of the future projected 
demand up to 2029, on the pitches which are currently used. However, to meet the 
demand anticipated by 2029, there is a need to improve the quality of the pitches 
and ancillary facilities at a number of sites, primarily those with known quality issues.  

 
4.58 The surplus of provision identified in this assessment is therefore expected to 

continue into the long term. 
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What actions may be required to ensure provision can meet both the current and future 
demand? 
 
4.59 The existing used sites should be retained and improved where needed. This will 

include both the pitches and their ancillary facilities. 
 
4.60 The sites which are not currently used for community cricket should be reused for 

other pitch sports as required. 
 
4.61 There is a need to determine how developer contributions will be treated across the 

NRDA. If there is limited or no sharing of developer contributions, then there will be 
a need to provide a total of two additional cricket pitches with their clubhouses and 
ancillary facilities within the Daventry and South Northants SUEs, and a requirement 
to invest in other district pitch sites within the accessible travel time. 

 
4.62 In this case there will be no need to provide a grass square at Collingtree in 

Northampton. 
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Recommendations for cricket   
 

 
West Northamptonshire Councils’ role in cricket provision 
 
4.63 To support the Councils’ policies on health and well-being, as well as supporting 

sports participation, performance and excellence, the Councils will continue to 
support community access to cricket pitches together with their ancillary facilities 
and car parking. 

 
4.64 There is a need to develop a mechanism(s) for sharing developer contributions 

cross-boundary, for the provision of new, and improvements to existing 
community pitch facilities. Depending on the outcome of these discussions, there 
are three alternative options in relation to Enhancement and Provision. 

 
Sharing of developer contributions across the NRDA 
 
Protect 
 
4.65 Protect the existing used cricket sites and Wootton Hall. 
 
Enhance  
 
4.66 Protect the existing used cricket sites and address site investment needs as 

identified in Section 11, Figure 55.  In particular and subject to feasibility study, 
develop a grass square at Collingtree Parish Playing Field. 

 
4.67 Ensure that developers’ contributions are provided off site towards the 

improvement of the existing cricket sites. Use the Pitch Calculator to determine 
the level of contributions which would be justified. 

 
4.68 Secure community use for cricket at Northampton School for Boys. 
 
4.69 Develop grass square at Collingtree. 
 
Dispose 
 
4.70 Remove unused cricket pitches from the parks sites in Northampton:  
 

• Abington Park 
• Racecourse 
• Great Billing Pocket Park 
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Sharing of developer contributions between Daventry and South Northants  
 
Protect 
 
4.71 Protect the existing used cricket sites. 
 
Provide 
 
4.72 A new cricket pitch together with clubhouse, car parking and ancillary facilities at: 

• Northampton North 
• Northampton West (shared facility between Daventry and South Northants) 

 
Enhance  
 
4.73 Use developers’ contributions from other SUEs off site towards the improvement 

of existing cricket sites in the relevant district within 15 minutes drive time as 
identified in Section 11, Figure 55. Use the Pitch Calculator to determine the level 
of contributions which would be justified. 

 
Dispose 
 
4.74 Remove unused cricket pitches from the parks sites in Northampton:  
 

• Abington Park 
• Racecourse 
• Great Billing Pocket Park 

 
No sharing of developer contributions  
 
Protect 
 
4.75 Protect the existing used cricket sites.  
 
Provide 
 

• A new cricket pitch together with clubhouse, car parking and ancillary facilities 
at: 

• Northampton North 
• Northampton West (South Northants) or Upton Lodge/Norwood Farm  

 
Enhance  
 
4.76 Use developers’ contributions from other SUEs off site towards the improvement 

of the existing cricket sites in the relevant district within 15 minutes drive time as 
identified in Section 11, Figure 55. Use the Pitch Calculator to determine the level 
of contributions which would be justified. 
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Dispose 
 
4.77 Remove unused cricket pitches from the parks sites in Northampton:  
 

• Abington Park 
• Racecourse 
• Great Billing Pocket Park 
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 RUGBY UNION 
 
5.1 There are six community rugby union clubs in NRDA with a total of 62 teams. In 

addition there is Northampton Saints, the professional club, which has 3 adult teams 
and academy teams. This strategy focusses on the community game and excludes 
professional teams or teams linked with schools, the colleges or university. Their 
facilities are, however, noted. 

 
5.2 Participation in rugby once a month, for people aged 14+ years is around 355,100  

(Sport England , 2016) and there has been an increase in participation since 2012-13.  
Earlier research from Sport England for the period ending October 2009, showed that 
around 95% of participants are male. The sport is mainly played by younger people, 
with about 84% being under the age of 34. The take up across the socio-economic 
groups is approximately even, with a slight weighting to the NS SEC9 group which 
includes students, and the more affluent groups. There are high rates of club 
membership for this sport, which reflect the way in which the sport is played. 

 
Rugby demand in the NRDA  
 
5.3 The following clubs and teams information was agreed by the RFU in May 2017 

(Figure 32). 
 

Figure 32: RFU rugby team numbers 2017 
 

Club Mini Midi 
U12 

Youth 
Boys 

U13-U18 

Youth 
Girls 

U13-U18 Adult men 
Adult 

women 
Northampton BBOB  6 4 0 3 0 

Northampton Heathens  0 0 0 1 0 

Northampton Old Scouts  6 5 0 5 0 

Old Northamptonians  6 6 3 4 1 

Northampton Outlaws 0 0 0 1 0 

Northampton Casuals 6 3 0 3 0 

Totals 24 18 3 17 1 

 
5.4 The 2011 Northampton Playing Pitch Strategy identified a total of 78 teams including 

30 mini teams and 18 junior teams. There has therefore been a fall in the number of 
minis recorded, but a similar number of junior teams. The number of adult teams has 
also fallen, with only Old Northamptonians seeing an increase. The introduction of 
girls and women’s teams has balanced out the fall in the men’s teams. 
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Temporal demand – the peak demand 
 
5.5 The peak demand for pitches is one of the key factors in assessing how many pitches 

are required in order to meet the demand from a local area. In rugby, all senior 
matches are played on Saturday afternoons, with minis and youth playing on 
Sundays mornings, and the women playing Sunday afternoons. The “Colts” rugby 
(U18-19) can take place midweek, Saturday afternoons, or Sunday afternoons.  

 
5.6 For those rugby clubs with a large mini and midi section, the highest peak in demand 

is a Sunday morning, when these age groups and youth rugby are both taking place.  
For these clubs Sunday morning is the time when a lack of car parking space or poor 
access to a site often becomes most apparent. The demand and impact of the minis 
and midis on the pitches however will be different for each club, as this will depend 
on such things as the size of the mini/midi section, the size of the club site as a whole, 
the use of the pitches by senior teams for both matches and training, and the pitch 
layout. These issues are best picked up via the club survey or via the RFU, and where 
identified have been included in the site by site summary table in Section 11, Figure 
55, and the strategy recommendations.  

 
5.7 Rugby is different from both cricket and football, in that the training impact on the 

pitches is can be very significant, as in most clubs all training takes place on the rugby 
club sites, and usually on the pitches which are also used for matches. 

 
Current provision 
 
5.8 The rugby club sites are mapped in Figure 34. There are no sub areas for the NRDA, 

an approach which has been agreed by the RFU, the West Northamptonshire 
authorities, and Sport England. 

 
5.9 The pitch provision on each of sites with secure community use in the NRDA is given 

in the table below, Figure 33. 
 

Figure 33: Rugby pitch provision 
 

Club / site Number of senior 
floodlit pitches 

Number of 
senior non-

floodlit pitches 

Comment 

Northampton Old 
Scouts 

2 2 Northampton 
Outlaws (1 
team) play here 
also. 

Northampton Boys 
Brigade Old Boys 
(BBOB) 

2 1  

Old Northamptonians  0 2  
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Racecourse 0 1 Northampton 
Heathens 

Northampton Casuals  1 1  
 
5.10 There are currently no rugby specification AGPs in the NRDA. 
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Figure 34: Rugby pitch sites 
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Pitch quality  
 
5.11 The RFU pitch carrying capacity identifies the number of match equivalent sessions 

that a natural grass pitch can sustain without any adverse impacts. It is based on both 
the drainage and maintenance regime of the pitch (Figure 35). 

 
Figure 35: RFU pitch carrying capacity 

 
 Maintenance 

Poor (M0) Standard (M1) Good (M2) 

Dr
ai

na
ge

 Natural Inadequate (D0) 0.5 1.5 2 
Natural Adequate (D1) 1.5 2 3 
Pipe Drained (D2) 1.75 2.5 3.25 
Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 2 3 3.5 

 
5.12 The quality of the pitches is based on the non-technical quality assessment from the 

playing pitch strategy guidance, and supplemented by maintenance and drainage 
information from the clubs and through consultation with the RFU. The pitch quality 
varies from a weekly capacity of 1.5 sessions at the Racecourse to 3 sessions for the 
pitches at Old Northamptonians, see Figure 36. 

 
Figure 36: Pitch quality scores 

 

Site Name Community Club 
Pitch 
floodlit 

Pitch 
database 
rating 

Weekly 
pitch 
capacity 

Changing 
accommodation 

University of 
Northampton 

n/a Yes D1/M0 1.5 Yes 
No D1/M0 1.5 Yes 
No D1/M0 1.5 Yes 

Northampton 
Old Scouts 

Northampton 
Old Scouts, 
Northampton 
Outlaws 

Yes D1/M1 2 Yes 
No D1/M1 2 Yes 
No D1/M1 2 Yes 
Yes D1/M1 2 Yes 

Northampton 
Boys Brigade Old 
Boys (BBOB)  

Northampton 
Boys Brigade Old 
Boys (BBOB)  

Yes D1/M1 2 Yes 
Yes D1/M1 2 Yes 
No D1/M1 2 Yes 

Old 
Northamptonians 
Association 
 

Old 
Northamptonians 
Association 

No D1/M2 3 Yes 

No D1/M2 3 Yes 

Racecourse Northampton 
Heathens  No D1/M0 1.5 Yes 

Northampton 
Casuals RUFC  

Northampton 
Casuals RUFC  

Yes D1/M1 2 Yes 
No D1/M1 2 Yes 
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5.13 The club sites pitch quality can generally withstand 2 sessions a week but the higher 
levels of maintenance at Old Northamptonians means that the capacity there is 3 
sessions a week. The University and the Racecourse pitch have lower levels of 
maintenance, reducing their capacity, but with only one club using the Racecourse, 
there is sufficient capacity. 

 
Rugby provision on school sites 
 
5.14 A number of secondary schools in Northampton have rugby pitches on their sites, 

and some are technically available to hire. However in practice, only Northampton 
School for Boys is used by the community. The summary of schools and their 
provision and management is given below in Figure 37. The hire charges of the 3G 
pitches at the time of audit is also provided, and the used capacity of each AGP is 
given in Figure 4. It is clear from the audits that that there is significant spare capacity 
on the 3G pitches. 
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Figure 37: School sites and rugby 

 

Site Name 
Artificial 
pitches 

Hire charge 
for pitch  

Grass rugby 
pitch(es) 

available for 
hire 

Ownership 
Type Access Type Management Total hours available 

ABBEYFIELD SCHOOL x 44.00-48.00  Community 
school 

Sports Club / 
Community 
Association 

Amey TFM Weekday 1800 – 2200 
Sat & Sun 0900-1700 

KINGSTHORPE 
COLLEGE 

3G 91 x 55m 44.00-48.00  Community 
school 

Sports Club / 
Community 
Association 

Amey TFM Weekday 1800- 2200 
Sat & Sun 0900 - 1700 

MALCOLM ARNOLD 
ACADEMY 

3G full size FA 
register pitch 

46.00  Academies Sports Club / 
Community 
Association 

School Weekday 1800-2100 
Sat & Sun 0900 - 2100 

NORTHAMPTON 
ACADEMY 

3G 101 x 64m 45.00 x Academies Sports Club / 
Community 
Association 

Other external 
management 

Weekday 1800 – 2200 
Sat 0900 – 1600 
Sun 0900 - 1500 

NORTHAMPTON 
HIGH SCHOOL FOR 
GIRLS SPORTS 
CENTRE 

Sand based 
full size 
floodlit 

n/a x Other 
Independent 
School 

Sports Club / 
Community 
Association 

School Weekdays 1730 – 2200 
Sat & Sun 0800-1800 

NORTHAMPTON 
SCHOOL FOR BOYS 
(school main site) 

3G full size FA 
register pitch 
 
Small size 
sand based 

82.50  
 
 

Foundation 
School 

Sports Club / 
Community 
Association 

School Weekday 1830 – 2200 
Sat 0900 – 2200 
Sun 0900 – 1200 



 

  West Northamptonshire: NRDA 
Nortoft Partnerships Ltd  Open Space, Sport & Recreation Strategies  Page 79 of 147 

Part 3: Playing Pitch Strategy  

QUINTON HOUSE 
SCHOOL 

x  x Other 
Independent 
School 

Sports Club / 
Community 
Association 

School Weekday 1800 – 2030 
Sat 0900 – 1500 

THE DUSTON 
SCHOOL 

3G 91 x 55m 44.00-48.00  
 

Community 
school 

Sports Club / 
Community 
Association 

Amey TFM Weekday 1800 – 2200 
Sat & Sun 0900 - 1700 

THE NORTHAMPTON 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 

3G 91 x 54m 
Not floodlit 

44.00-48.00  
 

Community 
school 

Sports Club / 
Community 
Association 

Amey TFM Weekday 1800 – 2200 
Sat & Sun 0900 – 1700 

THOMAS BECKET 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

3G 100 x 60 m 45.00 x Voluntary 
Aided 
School 

Sports Club / 
Community 
Association 

School Weekday 1800 – 2130 
Sat & Sun 0900 - 1800 

WESTON FAVELL 
ACADEMY 

3G 91 x 55m 44.00-48.00 x Academies Sports Club / 
Community 
Association 

Amey TFM 
 

Weekday 1800 2200 
Sat & Sun 0900 - 1700 
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Consultation findings 
 
Club comments 
 
5.15 The Northampton Heathens and Northampton Old Scouts responded to the club 

survey. They have both had the same number of senior teams over the last 3 years, 
and Northampton Old Scouts has seen an increase in the number of junior and colts 
teams. Both teams expect to increase the number of their senior teams by 1 in the 
next 5 years, but do not anticipate any other growth. 

 
5.16 The Northampton Heathens use a pitch at the Racecourse which they describe as 

standard quality, but it is not their preferred location. They do not specify where they 
would like to move. 

 
5.17 The Old Northamptonians RFC use the Northampton School for Boys as a second site.  

They use the lower grass pitches at the school every Sunday throughout the season, 
and the 1st pitch for matches about 15 times a season for both juniors and the 1st 
team.  The AGP is football turf and therefore not suitable for matches, but is used 
every week for U10s training every Tuesday November – end February.  

 
National Governing Body comments and strategies 
 
5.18 The RFU National Facilities Strategy 2013-2017 summary provides an overview of the 

facility priorities for the sport. The detailed specific investment decisions are made 
by the RFU Constituent Bodies, but all club projects are prioritised in partnership with 
the RFU professional staff (the Area Facilities Manager and Rugby Development 
Officer) and with the East Midlands Rugby Union. The project assessment reviews 
the merits of each project against the readiness to deliver, including such things as 
security of tenure, partnership funds, planning consent, and the anticipated return 
on investment i.e. growth of participation and ability for the club to operate on and 
off the field. 

 
5.19 The RFU has a national AGP programme with the objective of installing 100 AGPs for 

Rugby Union before 2020. Of these, it is intended that there will be 60 ‘Rugby Turf’ 
AGPs which are to be positioned at clubs which experience pitch capacity issues and 
sit within close proximity of other rugby clubs with similar pitch capacity challenges, 
but where there is a good opportunity to grow participation. The remaining 40 AGP 
pitches are intended to be delivered through a contribution towards the overall cost 
of the construction of the AGP for, in return, a certain number of hours secured for 
rugby union use. These AGPs are known as ‘Rugby Share’. 

 
5.20 Where an AGP is developed on a club site, rugby union usage will be prioritised for 

the host club and surrounding rugby playing organisations including other clubs, 
schools, colleges and universities. It is expected that commercial activity will be 
limited. 
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5.21 The full delivery of the investment programme is expected to be completed by 
September 2019. As part of this, the RFU is seeking to develop a Regulation 22 pitch 
in Northampton and is currently engaged in a feasibility study for provision at one of 
the club sites. 

 
5.22 The other RFU priorities for facility investment are: 
 

• Northampton BBOB: there is a need to upgrade the floodlighting from old sodium 
bulbs to metal halide. The site floods quite regularly. 

 
• Northampton Casuals:  

 
• Old Northamptonians: in the short-term the club are looking to improve their 

energy efficiency with LED floodlights to be installed with support from the Rugby 
Football Foundation. In addition, the club are looking to explore energy 
generation and saving interventions during this off-season period with 
potentially support from the RFF Green Deal Loan scheme. This club had an RFU 
Groundsman report in April 2016 which recommended a number of pitch 
improvement works. The club also requires en-suite changing rooms to cater for 
women and girls.  

 
• Northampton Old Scouts: pitch improvements including levelling.  

 
5.23 In relation to sports development, RFU club support priorities are: 
 

• Northampton Casuals and BBOB with the implementation of the RFU All Schools 
programme locally to help recruit at the youth age groups. 

 
• Northampton Casuals in relation to the O2 Touch Base programme which has a 

strong level of participation with regularly 30 to 40 players involved. 
 
5.24 In addition, Northampton Men’s Own are currently receiving Core Club support to 

develop their structures and participation levels with work within Elizabeth 
Woodville School.   

 
5.25 There is anticipated growth of U18 boys teams at Northampton BBOB and 

Northampton Men’s Own for the season 2017/18, and Northampton Casuals and 
Men’s Own are expecting growth of new U16 boys teams.  

 
Adjacent authorities’ provision and strategies 
 
5.26 A review of the adjacent authorities playing pitch strategy (PPS) reports shows that: 
 

• Daventry: the PPS is at final draft stage. There are two clubs, and although 
Daventry is too far away from the NRDA to be really attractive to players, Long 
Buckby is just within the catchment of the SUEs to the north and west of the 
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NRDA, other than for Northampton North. The Long Buckby site has some 
capacity for growth, but would need to improve its pitches and site maintenance. 

• South Northants: the PPS is at final draft stage. The assessment shows that the 
clubs in the east side of the district need site improvements and may require 
some additional pitch space in the longer term. The priority is the extension of 
the Towcestrians site together with pitch improvements. The catchment of the 
rugby sites in the east side of South Northants cover the South Northants SUEs, 
so players would have a choice of travelling to one of these clubs or to a club in 
Northampton. 

• Wellingborough: the Open Space, Sports and Recreation Audit and Assessment 
of 2015 included playing pitches. Standards of provision are recommended: 0.29 
ha for rugby, with a 15 minute walking catchment. Applying these standards led 
to the conclusion that 4 ha of additional playing field space was required for 
rugby (2 pitches). There are no specific proposals or site specific 
recommendations. 

 
Assessment of current supply/demand 
 
Market Segmentation  
 
5.27 The Market Segmentation tool from Sport England, which is summarised in the Part 

1 Report, does not pick up on rugby because of the relatively low level of 
participation compared to other sports. However at both the national and 
Northamptonshire levels, the Market Segmentation results show that the largest 
group playing rugby are the ‘Ben’ segment (Competitive Male Urbanites) which are 
men aged around 18-25 years, followed by the ‘Tim’ segment (Settling Down Males) 
aged 26-45 years, and the ‘Jamie’ segment (18-25 years). The ‘Philip’ segment is also 
interested in the sport and these are the Comfortable Mid-Life Males, aged 46-55 
years. None of the other market segment groups are notably active in rugby. 

 
Playing pitch model  
 
5.28 In considering the balance between the supply and demand for rugby pitch space in 

the NRDA, there are two elements, and the assessment is based on the season 2016-
17: 

 
• Pitch availability at peak times – the number of pitches required for matches 
• Pitch capacity - the ability of natural grass pitches to provide for matches, training 

and other activity over a week or over a season. This is most often determined 
by their quality. 

 
5.29 Information about the rugby club sites has been collated via the site audit and has 

been agreed by the RFU. Although the peak match demand determines the number 
of pitches required to meet the match requirements of the club, just as important 
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for rugby is the impact of training which is mainly on the grass pitches. Both are 
therefore taken into account in the modelling, see Figure 38.. 

 
5.30 This modelling suggests that each of the clubs sites are significantly short of pitch 

space when considered across the week, and the Racecourse has minimal use, with 
only one team playing there. However there is a capacity at peak time for a further 
2.5 matches, i.e. 5 adult men’s teams. 

 
Figure 38: Capacity of rugby sites based on audit 

 

Site  
No. of 
pitches  

Capacity 
(per 

week) 

Training 
demand 

jrs & 
snrs (per 

week) 

Match 
demand 
all (per 
week) 

Balance 
(per 

week) 

No men’s 
teams 
playing 

peak time 
on site 

Balance 
Saturday 

pm 
(senior 

matches) 
Northampton 
Old Scouts 4 8 5 6.5 -3.5 5 1.5 

Northampton 
BBOB 3 6 3.5 5 -2.5 3 0.5 

Old 
Northamptonians  2 6 7 8.5 -9.5 4 0 

Racecourse 1 1.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 1 0.5 
Northampton 
Casuals  2 4 3 4.5 -3.5 3 0 

 
 
Assessment of future needs  
 
5.31 The assessment of the future needs for rugby pitches is based on a combination of: 
 

• Team generation rate modelling results. These forecast growth in the sport, using 
team generation rates (TGRs), which in turn are based on: the current rates of 
participation in the sport across the age groups and sexes; the anticipated growth 
in each sport, again across the different age groups and sexes; and the changes 
in the population for the NRDA over time. 

• The quality and availability of the existing grass pitches for both matches and 
training. 

• The capacity of the existing sites to meet future demand. 
 
TGR modelling 
 
5.32 The basis for modelling the future demand for rugby was agreed with the RFU, the 

West Northamptonshire authorities and Sport England and is: 
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Figure 39: Rugby- agreed participation rate increases 

 

 
Cumulative growth 

percentage from 2017 

2021 2026 2029 
All age groups, both male and female 0.21% pa  1.1% 2.1% 2.7% 

 
5.33 The application of this modelling to the NRDA results in the teams forecast given 

Figure 40. This suggests that there will be 4 extra mini teams, 6 additional youth boys’ 
teams, 1 extra girls’ team, and 3 additional men’s teams. 

 
Figure 40: Rugby- estimated number of teams to 2029 

 

 

Age Groups 

Number of teams within age group  

2017 2021 2026 2029 

 
Mini/midi -rugby - mixed 7-12yrs 24 26 27 28 
Junior rugby - boys 13-18yrs 18 20 23 24 
Junior rugby - girls 13-18yrs 3 3 4 4 
Men’s rugby 19-45yrs 16 17 18 19 
Women’s rugby 19-45yrs 1 1 1 1 

 
 
5.34 In terms of match demand, this will result in an average of 1.5 additional matches for 

seniors per week, and 3 youth boys’ matches by 2029. There is insufficient capacity 
at peak time to cater for the increase in the peak demand, either by the men’s teams 
and potentially the youth teams on the club sites, but there is sufficient capacity at 
the Racecourse. 

 
5.35 The clubs Northampton Old Scouts and Northampton Casuals have produced their 

own set of participation projections as part of their Facility Investment awards. If 
these are successful, then the number of teams projected in Figure 40 may be 
exceeded. The change in demand for rugby at specific sites and across the NRDA area 
as a whole should be kept under review and the modelling updated appropriately if 
justified. 
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Meeting the needs of the future 
 
5.36 All of the rugby club sites are required to meet the future demand for the game, and 

all require some investment to ensure that they are capable of doing so. The 
assessment has shown that none of the sites are operating within the capacity of 
their pitches, largely because of the impact of training. There is no opportunity to 
expand these sites, so the Racecourse park pitch is also required to meet the 
demand, both now and in the future. 

 
5.37 The NRDA SUEs are expected to generate a total demand by 2029 of 2.4 rugby union 

pitches, and by local authority these are: 
 

• Northampton Borough: 1 pitch 
• Daventry district: 1 pitch 
• South Northants district: 0.4 pitch 

 
5.38 This suggests that the increase in demand identified in Figure 40 is split 

approximately 40% Northampton, 40% Daventry and 20% South Northants. 
 
5.39 There is no specific provision planned within the SUEs for rugby, and the nature of 

the sport means that it is most successful on multi-pitch sites. Provision on site within 
the SUEs is therefore not appropriate. 

 
5.40 With the travel time to rugby club sites usually being around 20 minutes, several of 

the SUEs are within the catchment of both the clubs located in the town, and one or 
both of Towcestrians (South Northants) or Long Buckby RFC (Daventry). Only 
residents who will live in the Northampton North SUE and the SUEs within 
Northampton are limited to the club sites within Northampton. 

 
5.41 There are investment needs for rugby in Northampton, Daventry and South 

Northants, and with the accessible club options for the new residents, it is proposed 
that the following approach is taken to developers’ contributions, if agreed to be 
shared across boundaries, Figure 41. 

 
Figure 41: NRDA contributions 

 
Authority  SUE Developers’ contributions 

towards  
Northampton  All Northampton BC SUEs Northampton rugby sites, 

projects as per investment 
needs identified in Section 11, 
Figure 55 

Daventry Northampton North  Northampton rugby sites, 
projects as per investment 
needs identified in Section 11, 
Figure 55 
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Other SUEs in Daventry 
district 

Long Buckby, Station Road 
rugby improvements 

South 
Northants  

All South Northants SUEs Towcestrians site rugby 
improvements 

 
 
5.42 If developer contributions are not shared across boundaries then the Northampton 

North SUE contributions should also be directed towards Long Buckby rugby 
improvements. 

 
5.43 The value of the contributions justified from the expected demand generated at each 

site for the pitches alone are given in Figure 53. There is also justification to seek a 
proportional contribution towards the clubhouse/changing and ancillary facilities 
which need to be provided with the pitches. 

 
Improving the existing pitch sites 
 
5.44 The pitch quality table in Figure 36 suggests that only the Old Northamptonians have 

a good maintenance regime (M2) which brings the capacity of the site up from 2 to 
3 sessions per week. If the other club sites introduced similar levels of maintenance, 
this could increase the capacity of the network by 9 sessions per week. However 
there is a shortfall of 18.5 sessions per week, and even though Old Northamptonians 
is the best maintained, it still has deficit capacity of 9.5 sessions per week. Improving 
the existing pitch sites will enable a better balance between the impact of the sport 
across the week, and should be an action for all of the clubs. 

 
New Regulation 22 rugby specification pitch 
 
5.45 The RFU is proposing to develop a Regulation 22 rugby specification full size AGP in 

Northampton, and are currently working on a feasibility study at a club site for its 
delivery. This rugby specification pitch is justified because there is a clear need to 
reduce the impact of both training and matches on the grass rugby pitches at the 
club sites. There is clear demand from the rugby clubs for its development. However 
the existing spare capacity on the network of 3G pitches in Northampton will need 
to be taken into consideration in the business plan, as it seems unlikely that the new 
pitch would attract significant football use to supplement the rugby use, unless the 
pricing was attractive compared to other facilities. 
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SUMMARY OF KEY FINDINGS AND ISSUES 
 
5.46 The following questions and their answers are taken from the Sport England 

Guidance and provide a useful summary of the current and future provision for rugby 
in the NRDA. 

 
What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
 
5.47 Rugby activity as a whole across the NRDA has remained fairly steady since 2011, 

with a fall in the number of adult men’s teams but an increase in the women’s and 
girls’ game. There has also been a fall in the number of mini teams. 

 
5.48 Almost all of the community rugby union activity takes place on the club sites. These 

sites are controlled by the clubs and they are responsible for their management. 
There is one team playing on the Racecourse.   

 
Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current 
demand? 
 
5.49 All of the sites are in secure community use, but there are issues with site capacity 

across the week at each of the club sites. The pitch at the Racecourse is a park site 
and is secure, but the use is very limited. 

 
5.50 There is sufficient capacity at peak time for the men’s game across the network but 

there is insufficient capacity across the week as a whole for all of the club sites.  
 
5.51 A number of school sites are theoretically available for the hire of rugby pitches, but 

the grass pitches are not hired by rugby clubs. The Old Northamptonians site is 
owned by the school. 

 
5.52 Moving a proportion of the rugby club training to 3G sites would reduce some of the 

pressures on the grass pitches which in turn will help to protect the natural grass 
pitches and better sustain the weekend fixtures for both seniors, youth and 
minis/midis. There is capacity within the existing 3G football turf network to meet 
some of this need, although perhaps not at the preferred rugby club training times. 
This should therefore be a specific objective for each of the clubs.  

 
Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 
 
5.53 Most of the club sites would benefit from improved pitch drainage and maintenance, 

but the Old Northamptonians site is intensively managed and retains good pitch 
quality despite being very heavily used. The Racecourse pitch is a park site and has 
relatively minimal management and is poorer quality. The site has no changing 
provision directly adjacent and the car parking can be difficult. 
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What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision?  
 
5.54 There will be some growth in the number of teams up to 2029 across each of the age 

groups and both male and female. This is expected to lead to about 1.5 extra matches 
per week for the seniors, and 3 extra matches for boys’ youth teams. About 60% of 
this additional demand is expected to be arising from the SUEs outside of 
Northampton. 

 
5.55 There is no capacity to cater for this extra demand on the club sites across the week, 

but there is capacity on the Racecourse site, though this lacks accessible changing,  
easy car parking or floodlights.  

 
5.56 However the SUEs in Daventry and South Northants, with the exception of 

Northampton North, are either within the drive time catchment of the rugby clubs 
on the east side of South Northamptonshire or Long Buckby in Daventry, as well as 
the club sites in Northampton, so residents would have a choice of club. 

 
5.57 The proposal to develop a Regulation 22 full size rugby specification AGP in 

Northampton will help to reduce the training and some match pressures on the grass 
pitches.  However the existing high level of 3G pitch space across the NRDA suggests 
that the use for this new pitch will be primarily for rugby.  

 
Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future 
demand?   
 
5.58 There is no requirement for a new club site, but there is a need to increase the 

capacity at all of the sites. The Racecourse site is needed now and will be required in 
the future.  

 
What actions may be required to ensure provision can meet both the current and future 
demand? 
 
5.59 There is a need to determine how developer contributions will be treated across the 

NRDA. If there is an agreement to share contributions, then those from Northampton 
North SUE should be allocated to Northampton sites. There is justification for 
developer contributions from the SUEs in Daventry and South Northants districts to 
be either directed towards Northampton or to the club sites within the districts, so 
the approach needs to be confirmed. 

 
5.60 The capacity of the club controlled sites should be maximised by the improvement 

of the pitches and increased levels of maintenance. 
 
5.61 The pitch provision at the Racecourse should be retained. 
 
5.62 The proposed Regulation 22 pitch should be developed, subject to planning 

permission and business plan showing sustainability. 
5.63 All of the rugby clubs should move some of their weekday training to 3G sites. 



 

  West Northamptonshire: NRDA 
Nortoft Partnerships Ltd  Open Space, Sport & Recreation Strategies  Page 89 of 147 

Part 3: Playing Pitch Strategy  

 
5.64 Specific recommendations for each club site are given below (Figure 42) copied into 

the site by site table in Section 11, Figure 55. 
 

Figure 42: Rugby club site recommendations  
 

Club / site Number 
of senior 
floodlit 

pitches(F) 
& non-
floodlit 

(N) Assessment findings  Proposal 
Northampton 
Boys Brigade Old 
Boys (BBOB) 

2F 
1N 

 

Pitch capacity 6 but 
overused by 2.5 sessions 
per week.  Capacity for 0.5 
match on Sat pm. 

Improve pitch maintenance 
to increase capacity by 3 
sessions per week.  

Northampton 
Casuals  

1F 
1N 

Pitch capacity of 4 but 
overused by 3.5 sessions 
per week.  No spare 
capacity Sat pm.  

Improve pitch maintenance 
to increase capacity.  
Provide additional pitches 
(£80,000) 
 
 Move some training to 3G 
pitches.  

Northampton 
Old Scouts 

2F 
2N 

Pitch capacity 8 but 
overused by 3.5 sessions 
per week.  Capacity for 1.5 
matches on Sat pm.  

Development of Reg 22 
pitch.   
(£1.22m) 
 
Improve pitches including 
levelling and maintenance 
to enable remaining pitches 
to have capacity of 9 
(£80,000).  

Old 
Northamptonians  

2N Pitch capacity 6 due to 
high levels of 
maintenance.  No floodlit 
training. Overused by 9.5 
sessions per week, and no 
capacity Sat pm.  
 
Limited scope to address 
lack of capacity through 
improved pitch 
maintenance, and 
floodlighting will not 
address lack of capacity.   

Move evening training to 3G 
sites.   
 
Extend the number of 
pitches (£80,000), and 
changing rooms to cater for 
women and girls (£250,000) 
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Northampton 
Racecourse 

1N Pitch capacity of 1.5 but 
spare capacity of 0.5 per 
week and Sat pm capacity 
of 0.5. No floodlit training.  

Retain site.  

 
 
Recommendations for rugby  
 

 
West Northamptonshire Councils’ role in rugby provision  
 
5.65 To support the Councils’ policies on health and well-being, as well as supporting 

sports participation, performance and excellence, the Councils will continue to 
support community access to rugby pitches together with their ancillary facilities 
and car parking. 

 
Sharing of developer contributions across the NRDA 
 
Protect 
 
5.66 Protect the existing rugby club sites and the rugby pitch at the Racecourse. 
 
Enhance  
 
5.67 Address site investment needs as identified in Section 11, Figure 55. 
 
5.68 Ensure that developers’ contributions for the Northampton SUEs are provided off 

site towards the identified rugby club site improvements in Northampton. Use the 
Pitch Calculator to determine the level of contributions which would be justified 
and additionally seek a contribution towards club house and ancillary facilities. 

 
5.69 Develop a mechanism to enabling the sharing of developer’s contributions for the 

Northampton North SUE off site towards the identified rugby club site 
improvements in Northampton. Use the Pitch Calculator to determine the level of 
contributions which would be justified and additionally seek a contribution 
towards club house and ancillary facilities. 

 
5.70 Ensure developers’ contributions for the other SUEs in Daventry district and in 

South Northants are directed towards improvements at the accessible rugby sites 
within the relevant authority, or else to rugby sites in Northampton. 

 
Develop 

 
5.71 A Regulation 22 rugby turf artificial grass pitch at a club site in Northampton. 
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No sharing of developer contributions  
 
Protect 
 
5.72 Protect the existing rugby club sites and the rugby pitch at the Racecourse. 
 
Enhance  
 
5.73 Address site investment needs as identified in Section 11, Figure 55. 
 
5.74 Use the Pitch Calculator to determine the level of contributions which would be 

justified and additionally seek a contribution towards club house and ancillary 
facilities. 

 
5.75 Ensure that developers’ contributions for the Northampton SUEs are provided off 

site towards the identified rugby club site improvements in Northampton.  
 
5.76 Ensure developers’ contributions for the SUEs in Daventry district other than 

Northampton North SUE, and in South Northants, are directed towards 
improvements at accessible rugby sites within the relevant authority. 

 
 For the Northampton North SUE, either: 

 
• Ensure a contribution towards enhanced rugby provision at Moulton College, 

subject to a community use agreement and identified and justified project.  
• Ensure a contribution towards football as an alternative pitch sport with 

investment needs close to Northampton North SUE. 
 
Develop 

 
5.78 A Regulation 22 rugby turf artificial grass pitch at a club site in Northampton. 
 

 
 
 
  



 

  West Northamptonshire: NRDA 
Nortoft Partnerships Ltd  Open Space, Sport & Recreation Strategies  Page 92 of 147 

Part 3: Playing Pitch Strategy  

 HOCKEY IN WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
 
6.1 This sport is considered at the West Northamptonshire level as there are only a small 

number of clubs, and most have large catchments therefore this section is repeated 
in both Daventry and South Northants’ reports. This approach has been agreed by 
England Hockey, the three West Northamptonshire authorities and by Sport England. 

 
6.2 Nationally around 208,000 people aged 14 and over played hockey at least once a 

month during the period October 2015-September 2016 (Sport England , 2016).  
England Hockey club affiliation data shows that there were 129,957 club members 
during season 2016-17 an increase of 13% from 2012-13 season. Junior membership 
has grown by 22% from 45,235 to 58,026 since 2012-13 season. 

 
Hockey demand in West Northamptonshire  
 
6.3 During the season 2016/17 there were about 985 hockey players in West 

Northamptonshire, which made up 13.5 men’s teams, 17.5 women’s teams, 5.5. 
junior boys and 6.5 junior girls teams. There were a number of mixed teams both for 
adults and juniors, so on the advice of England Hockey, these have been equally 
divided between males and females. The details about each club, where they play 
and how much they use their home sites is given in Figure 43. It should be noted that 
Welford Hockey Club plays at Lutterworth, and is therefore an exported club. 

 
6.4 There has been a 19% growth in membership over the last 3 years, with most of the 

additional members being linked to Northampton Hockey Club (109 extra members) 
and Towcester Ladies Hockey Club (47 extra members). There has been little change 
at Daventry Hockey Club or Long Buckby Hockey Club, but Welford lost 23 members 
over this period. 
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Figure 43: Hockey clubs and sites in West Northamptonshire 

 

Club  Home site 

Number of teams 

Total 
membership  Comments 

Weekday 
usage  

Saturday 
usage  

Sunday 
usage Changing  

Club own 
social 

facilities Men Women 
Junior 
boys  

Junior 
girls  

Daventry  

Parker E Act 
Academy, 
Daventry 

0 1 0 0 17 
Clubs recently 
relocated from 
Daventry Sports 
Park.  Issues 
associated with 
changing 
provision.  

 1.5  

In 
adjacent 
UTC site 

No 
Long Buckby  0.5 2.5 1 1 100  4 1.5 

Northampton  

Moulton 
College 
water 

10 6 4 4 606 
Men's team nos 
include Daventry 

Saints team  

6 4.5 1 Yes No 

Moulton 
College sand 0 4.5 1.5 Yes No 

Daventry 
Sports Park 1.5 1.5  Yes No 

Towcester  Northampton 
High School 0 4 0 1 100  3 3 Cup 

games Yes At 
Towcestrians 

Wootton 
Wanderers 

Caroline 
Chisholm 
School 

2.5 3.5 0 0 91  3 4  Yes No 

Welford  Lutterworth 
College  0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 71  1.5 1.5  Yes No 

  13.5 17.5 5.5 6.5 985       
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Temporal demand  
 
6.5 The peak demand for pitches is a critical factor in assessing how many pitches of each 

are required in order to meet the demand from a local area. For hockey, all of the 
senior matches are played on a Saturday except for some cup matches, whilst the 
junior matches and some training takes place on Sundays. There is also some training 
on mid-week evenings. 

  
Current supply of hockey pitches  
 
6.6 Community hockey is now solely played on short pile AGPs, of which the highest 

quality standard is water based, followed by sand dressed and then by sand filled.  
Other AGP surfaces can be used for limited hockey training, but this is not 
recommended by the national governing body. 

 
6.7 There are a number of full size hockey pitches in West Northamptonshire. The sites 

are mapped in Figure 44 together with a 20 minute catchment for each of the full 
size pitches. It is clear from the map that most of West Northamptonshire has access 
to a full size hockey surface pitch, but the ones used for community club hockey in 
the area in 2016/17 were: 

 
• Daventry Sports Park (clubs now re-located to Parker E-Act Academy, Daventry) 
• Moulton College 
• Caroline Chisholm School 
• Northampton High School for Girls 

 
6.8 The Daventry Sports Park pitch was re-carpeted to a 3G football turf surface in the 

autumn of 2017, and the hockey use of that pitch (7 hours on Saturdays, 1.5 hours 
on Sundays, 1.5 hours on weekdays) has been moved to the Parker E-Act Academy. 

 
6.9 The details of each hockey pitch site available for community use is give in Figure 46.  

Not included on the map or list are those sites with no community use, such as the 
disused pitch at Kings Heath in Northampton, and the hockey pitch at Spratton Hall. 

 
6.10 Winchester House School is also immediately adjacent to Magdalen College. 
 
6.11 The map shows that most people in West Northamptonshire are within a 20 minute 

drive of a hockey surface AGP, but only some have any hockey use, and there are a 
number where there is no security of use. The age of the pitch carpet is also an 
important issue, as several are over 10 years old, and most of the others are aged 
between 5 and 10 years. 
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Figure 44: Hockey sites map 
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Figure 45: Hockey club locations 
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Figure 46: Hockey pitches and their use 
 

Site Name  
AGP 
type 

Pitch 
size (m) 

Secure 
community 

use 
Age of 
surface Floodlit Site control 

Used 
capacity 
overall 

(incl 
football) Club use and comments 

CAMPION 
SCHOOL, 
BUGBROOKE 

Sand 
dressed 

60 x 100 No 5-10 
years 

Yes Academy 85% No hockey club use. 

CAROLINE 
CHISHOLM 
ACADEMY, 
NORTHAMPTON 

Sand 
dressed 

60 x 100 Yes Over 10 
years 

Yes Academy 56% Used by Wootton Wanderers.  

ELIZABETH 
WOODVILLE 
SCHOOL 
(ROADE)  

Sand 
filled 

60 x 100 Yes 5-10 
years 

Yes Academy 70% No hockey club use. 

MAGDALEN 
COLLEGE, 
BRACKLEY 

Sand 
filled 

60 x 
100 

No Over 10 
years 

Yes Academy 70% No hockey club use. 

NORTHAMPTON 
HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR GIRLS  

Sand 
filled 

60 x 100 No Over 10 
years 

Yes Independent 
school 

66% Used by Towcester HC  

THE PARKER E-
ACT ACADEMY, 
DAVENTRY  

Sand 
filled 

60 x 
100 

No Over 10 
years 

Yes Academy 40% Used by Daventry HC, Long Buckby HC, 
and Northampton HC (Daventry Saints). 
Used capacity will have increased with 
this hockey use.    

MOULTON 
COLLEGE, 
HOLCOT 
CENTRE 

Sand 
dressed 

60 x 
100 

No 5-10 
years 

Yes College  70% Used by Northampton HC on 
Saturdays and Sundays  
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Site Name  
AGP 
type 

Pitch 
size (m) 

Secure 
community 

use 
Age of 
surface Floodlit Site control 

Used 
capacity 
overall 

(incl 
football) Club use and comments 

MOULTON 
COLLEGE, 
PITSFORD 
CENTRE 

Water 
based  

60 x 
100 

No 5-10 
years 

Yes College  70% Used by Northampton HC on 
Saturdays and Sundays  

MOULTON 
SCHOOL 

Sand 
dressed 

60 x 
100 

No Over 10 
years 

Yes Academy  60% No hockey club use. 

WINCHESTER 
HOUSE SCHOOL, 
BRACKLEY  

Sand 
dressed 

60 X 
100 

No 2-5 
years 

Yes Independent 
school 

85% Limited opening hours. Not available 
Saturdays.  No hockey club use.  
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6.12 None of the current hockey sites have club social facilities, though all have changing 
provision.  

 
Consultation findings 
 
6.13 All of the clubs involved in hockey in the West Northamptonshire were consulted 

using a web based survey approved by England Hockey and based on the Sport 
England Guidance. Most of the club comments are integrated into the report, but 
where specific additional information has been provided by the club, this is 
summarised below. 

 
Club comments 
 
Towcester Ladies Hockey Club 
 
6.14 The Towcester Ladies HC provided a detailed updated set of information in May 2017 

in support of the proposal to develop a hockey surface pitch at the Towcestrians site. 
Information which is additional to that included in the report above is summarised 
here. 

 
6.15 The club hopes to develop an additional men’s team, plus one extra boys’ team and 

one extra girls’ team. This would require additional facilities. 
 
6.16 The pitch at Northampton High School for Girls is not the preferred sand type, being 

sand filled rather than sand dressed, the requirement for Midland League rules. The 
pitch is described has having poor maintenance. It is rented by the club and there is 
no security of use. 

 
6.17 The members travel up to 30 minutes to reach the club. 
 
6.18 The club’s home membership information has been provided, but in the two sets of 

returns the information is significantly different. In one return the estimated 
percentage of members from Northampton is 44%, but in the other it is 75%, 
whereas the membership from South Northamptonshire varies from about 50% 
down to 10%. One of the returns also identifies a number of players are coming from 
Wellingborough. 

 
Northampton Hockey Club 
 
6.19 Northampton HC has mapped the home location of its members, at the different age 

categories. It is clear that the club draws from a wide area across West 
Northamptonshire.  The U11 membership draws from Towcester in the south, much 
of Daventry district, all of Northampton, and also from Wellingborough, Kettering, 
and the most northern parts of Bedfordshire and Milton Keynes Borough. The U12-
U18 age groups draw from further afield, as far as Brackley, Woodford Halse, 
Daventry town, Olney, Market Harborough and just south of Leicester. The seniors 
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are drawn from an even wider area, as far as Buckingham, Spalding, Birmingham, 
Milton Keynes and Biggleswade. 

 
6.20 The club anticipates growing in the future with at least one additional team in each 

age group. 
 
6.21 The club confirms that Moulton College is its preferred location. 
 
Welford Mixed Hockey Club 
 
6.22 The Welford Mixed HC is a displaced club, using facilities for matches outside of the 

West Northamptonshire area. The club estimates that 95% of their members are 
from Daventry district, so are keen to move back to a facility closer to home. 

 
6.23 This club play their matches at Lutterworth College but the juniors train on the small 

size AGPs in Cold Ashby in the winter, and at Naseby (not floodlit) in the summer.  
The club would like access to a training surface in Welford, which they see as 
important for developing their junior and female membership. This facility is 
proposed to be at the Welford Sports Field. Funding has been secured for this 
development. 

 
6.24 The club is looking to increase its training by 3-4 hours a week. 
 
6.25 The club also needs a clubhouse facility as they currently use a pub, which is 

unsuitable for young players. 
 
6.26 The club anticipates growing by one senior mixed team which will play at 

Lutterworth. The pitch at Lutterworth is rented from the school and is sand filled.  
The club use it for 3 hours per week in total. 

 
6.27 The pitch at Lutterworth is noted as declining in quality because of a lack of 

maintenance, litter, and damage to hockey goals. There have also been issues with 
the floodlighting over the last 12 months. However overall, the site is considered to 
be of standard quality, with standard changing facilities. 

 
6.28 Previously the club had used the pitch at Welland Park in Harborough, but this 

became too expensive and the Harborough HC was competing for time. The club 
therefore moved. 

 
6.29 Ideally the club would wish to develop a hockey surface pitch at Guilsborough School. 
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National Governing Body comments and strategies 
 
6.30 Hockey’s success at the Rio Olympics has generated major new interest in the game, 

with a high number of new enquiries to clubs which is resulting in new membership.  
It is too early to determine how this legacy will develop in the future, but this update 
reflects the higher growth in the game than previously experienced. 

 
6.31 England Hockey’s document ‘The Right Pitches in the Right Places’ is the governing 

body’s facilities strategy. It suggests that there should be a number of steps in 
assessing hockey provision including an assessment of supply and demand, the 
strategic considerations, the type/level of use, and standard of play. Nationally over 
80% of the total current pitch provision is on education sites (schools, Further 
Education, or Higher Education). 

 
6.32 The England Hockey Player Pathway (PP) is the junior talent development pathway. 

It encompasses the whole of the hockey landscape which includes club and school 
activity as well as the PP Development Centres (DCs). The purpose of the PP is to 
provide development opportunities for young people, which is fair, equitable and 
consistent. It is to ensure that a suitable level of coaching and competition is offered 
for people at the appropriate stage of their development and to maximise the chance 
they have of fulfilling their potential whether that potential is as a club or 
International player, coach or official. The PP can be accessed by playing at school, a 
local club or attending one of the local centres. There is one entry point into the PP 
centres which is at DC level. The first time a player accesses the player pathway they 
must enter at DC level. 

 
6.33 Development Centres (DCs) and Academy Centres (ACs) are local training centres for 

the U13 to U17 age groups. DCs are open to any hockey player who has been 
nominated by their club, school or coach, with ACs open to any player who has been 
nominated by a DC coach. After attending a DC, an AC is the next step on the player 
pathway. Included in the DCs/ACs are Goalkeeper (GK) Academies, which provide 
specific coaching sessions for goalkeepers. Performance Centres (PC) are for the U15 
and U17 age groups. 

 
6.34 England Hockey has provided the clubs, teams, and sites information for the clubs in 

West Northamptonshire. 
 
6.35 England Hockey’s market segmentation summary for West Northamptonshire 

suggests that there is demand for the sport. This is based on a higher than average 
population for the key groups interested in hockey; graduate and professional men 
aged 18-45 years and graduate women aged 18-25 years. There is also scope to 
encourage latent demand particularly from mothers aged 36-45 years. Programmes 
such as Rush Hockey and Back to Hockey to encourage new participants are 
therefore encouraged by the national governing body. 
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Adjacent authorities’ provision and strategies 
 
6.36 A review of the hockey provision and proposals within the adjacent authorities’ 

playing pitch strategies (PPS) has been undertaken and a summary is given below: 
 

• Aylesbury Vale: no current playing pitch strategy. 
• Cherwell: the draft playing pitch strategy currently at Stage D. The feedback from 

the hockey clubs at Banbury and Bicester suggest that about 10% of their 
memberships are from South Northants. There is an identified need for an extra 
hockey pitch at both Banbury and Bicester, with the preferred sites being at 
North Oxfordshire Academy (NOA) in Banbury, and Graven Hill in Bicester.  If 
these were developed the current (limited) use by Banbury HC of Winchester 
House School at Brackley would probably relocate back to Banbury.  

• Harborough District PPS of 2018 identified that Welford HC currently plays at 
Lutterworth, but wishes to relocate to Daventry district. Harborough HC is within 
the drive time of parts of Daventry district, but the club appears to very largely 
draw its membership from within Harborough district. The PPS identifies that the 
hockey club at Market Harborough is at capacity, and proposes that a second 
hockey match pitch should be developed in Market Harborough.  The future of 
the aging Lutterworth pitch would need to be reviewed once an additional pitch 
at Market Harborough was confirmed.  

• Kettering’s Strategy and Action Plan 2011-2021 makes no reference to hockey 
and the playing pitch element is now out of date. 

• Milton Keynes’ strategy of 2014 recommended that no new hockey surface 
pitches should be developed and that the double pitch at Woughton-on-the-
Green should be retained. 

• Rugby Borough Council’s Playing Pitch Strategy of 2015 identifies that Rugby 
town has a number hockey surface pitches, including at Rugby School which hosts 
the Rugby & East Warwickshire HC. This club draws about 12% of its members 
from Daventry district. Rugby School has recently developed a new hockey 
surface pitch, and there is also a new pitch at Bilton Grange. Rugby is a major 
centre for hockey as a sport and seems likely to continue to attract high level 
players from Daventry district. 

• The Stratford-on-Avon district is currently refreshing its Playing Pitch Strategy, 
but no draft is yet available. 

• Wellingborough’s Open Space, Sports and Recreation Audit and Assessment of 
2015 confirmed the use of Wellingborough School and Wrenn School for 
community hockey. These pitches are good quality and do not require significant 
investment in the short term. The proposed standard for hockey pitches is 0.05 
pitches per 1000 population, but this is for all AGP use and the surface is not 
identified. 
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Assessment of current supply/demand 
 
Market Segmentation  
 
6.37 The Market Segmentation tool from Sport England, which is summarised in the 

Background and Context Report (Part 1), does not pick up on hockey because of the 
relatively low level of participation compared to other sports. However at both the 
national and Northamptonshire levels, the Market Segmentation results show that 
the largest groups playing hockey are the ‘Ben’ segment (Competitive Male 
Urbanites) which are men aged around 18-25 years, followed by the ‘Tim’ segment 
(Settling Down Males) aged 26-45 years, the Chloe segment (Fitness class friends, 
aged 18-15 years) and then the ‘Philip’ segment (Comfortable Mid-Life Males aged 
46-55 years). 

 
Playing pitch model  
 
6.38 In considering the balance between the supply and demand for hockey pitch space 

in West Northamptonshire, there are two elements, and the assessment is based on 
the season 2016-17: 

 
• Pitch availability at peak times – the number of pitches required for matches for 

seniors on Saturdays, and for juniors on Sundays. 
• Pitch capacity - the ability of the AGPs to provide for training over a week. This 

can be determined by the operator’s programming of a site. 
 
Used and spare capacity of the current club sites 
 
Peak time capacity 
 
6.39 The used capacity of the existing pitches in West Northamptonshire can be assessed 

from the teams information for each club, based on a maximum of 4 matches per 
day per pitch. Figure 47 gives the results and shows that the two pitches at Moulton 
College are being fully used, whilst there is some spare capacity at most of the other 
sites, totalling 4.5 matches for Saturdays (seniors) and 10.5 matches for juniors. The 
Lutterworth College site has been included for completeness as it is used by Welford. 
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Figure 47: Capacity of the existing network of hockey pitches 

 

Home site 
Clubs playing 
on this site 

Number of teams 

Total number 
of members  

Number of 
matches 
per week 
seniors 

Spare capacity 
in number of 
matches (max 
4 matches per 

pitch) on 
Saturday 

Number of 
matches per 
week juniors 

Spare capacity 
in number of 
matches (max 
4 matches per 

pitch) on 
Sunday Men Women 

Junior 
boys  

Junior 
girls  

Parker E-Act 
Academy, 
Daventry 

Daventry  
0 1 0 0 17 

2.5 1.5 1 3 Long Buckby  0.5 2.5 1 1 100 
Northampton 
(Daventry 
Saints) 

1 0 0 0  

Moulton 
College 
water 

Northampton  

10 6 4 4 606 8 0 4 0 
Moulton 
College sand 

Northampton 
High School Towcester  

0 4 0 1 100 2 2 0.5 3.5 

Caroline 
Chisholm 
School 

Wootton 
Wanderers 

2.5 3.5 0 0 91 3 1 0 4 

Lutterworth 
College  Welford 

0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 71 
2 2 0.5 3.5 

Lutterworth  0 1 0 2* 42 
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Facilities Planning Model 
 
6.40 The Sport England Facilities Planning Model for AGPs can be used for hockey, but the 

modelling shown above is more accurate as it is based on actual club information 
and site usage data. An FPM report for hockey has not therefore been produced for 
this project. 

 
6.41 The key parameters based on national research which lie behind the Facilities 

Planning Model (FPM) however provide a useful guide to the ways in which AGPs are 
used: the dominance of football overall, the much higher percentage of male users 
than female, and the rapid fall off in users with age, see Figure 19. 

 
Assessment of Future Needs  
 
6.42 The assessment of the future needs for hockey is based on a combination of: 
 

• Team generation rate modelling results.  These forecast growth in the sport, 
using team generation rates (TGRs), which in turn are based on: the current rates 
of participation in the sport across the age groups and sexes; the anticipated 
growth in each sport, again across the different age groups and sexes; and the 
changes in the population for West Northamptonshire over time. 

• The quality and availability of the existing hockey surface AGPs for both matches 
and training. 

• The capacity of the existing sites to meet future demand 
 
 
TGR modelling 
 
6.43 The basis for modelling the future demand for hockey was agreed with England 

Hockey, the partner authorities and Sport England and is: 
 

Figure 48: Hockey- agreed participation rate increases 
 

 Cumulative growth percentage from 2017 

2021 2026 2029 
Junior boys 5% pa   25.0% 50.0% 65.0% 
Junior girls 5% pa   25.0% 50.0% 65.0% 
Senior men 2% pa   10.0% 20.0% 26.0% 
Senior women 4.5% pa  23% 45% 59% 

 
 
6.44 The outcome of the modelling is given in Figure 49. 
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Figure 49: Estimated number of teams to 2029, hockey 

 

 

Age 
Groups 

Number of teams within age group  
2017 2021 2026 2029 

Junior boys 11-15 yrs 6 7 9 10 
Junior girls 11-15 yrs 7 9 11 12 
Senior men 16-55 yrs 14 16 18 19 
Senior women 16-55 yrs 18 23 28 31 

 
6.45 If these rates of participation growth, which have been used for the modelling are 

achieved by the sport, this will result in a major increase in the number of teams and 
some additional demand for pitch space. 

 
6.46 The NRDA SUEs have been assessed using the Sport England Pitch Calculator with the 

parameters from this assessment. They are expected to generate the following 
demand by 2029, see Figure 50 and for full details see Figure 53. Effectively this is 
the equivalent of 1 pitch across the NRDA SUEs. 

 
Figure 50: Hockey demand from SUEs 

 

Authority  SUE 
Estimated demand for pitch space 

in number of pitches 
Northampton  Kings Heath 0.16 

Northampton South 0.05 
Northampton South of Brackmills 0.07 
Upton Park 0.05 
Upton Lodge 0.11 

Total 0.44 
South 
Northants 

Northampton West 0.08 
Upton Lodge/Norwood Farm 0.07 

Total 0.15 
Daventry  North of Whitehills (Buckton 

Fields) 
0.05 

Northampton North 0.18 
Northampton West 0.18 

Total 0.41 
NRDA total 1.00 
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6.47 The hockey guidance within the Sport England Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance 
suggests that only 4 matches can be hosted on a single AGP on one day. In 
Northamptonshire the seniors have their matches on Saturdays and the juniors have 
their matches on Sundays. Given the spare capacity on the existing sites, the 
anticipated growth in the game can be compared to the available capacity, given in 
Figure 51. This shows that there will be a need for one additional pitch for hockey 
club use by 2029 to meet the demand from the seniors, although there is sufficient 
capacity for the juniors. This however assumes that all of the existing club sites are 
retained (or replaced). 

 
Figure 51: Hockey demand/supply balance by 2029 

 
Age 
group 

Additional 
number of 

teams to 2029 

Additional 
match 

demand by 
2029 

Current spare 
AGP capacity 
on match day 

(number of 
matches) 

Balance in 
supply/demand 

by 2029 
(number of 
matches) 

Adults  18 9 4.5 -4.5 
Juniors 9 4.5 10.5 6 

 
 
Meeting the needs of the future 
 
Within the NRDA 
 
6.48 The NRDA SUEs are expected to generate a total demand by 2029 of 1 hockey pitch, 

and by local authority this is:  
 

• Northampton Borough: 0.44 pitches 
• Daventry district: 0.41 pitches 
• South Northants district: 0.15 pitches 

 
6.49 There are existing club hockey sites both within Northampton (Northampton High 

School) and close to the NRDA boundary in each of Daventry (Moulton College) and 
South Northants (Caroline Chisholm). It is therefore appropriate for each of the 
authorities to retain the developers’ contributions for hockey within their authority 
to improve the existing network of facilities. 

 
6.50 There is a fairly urgent need to replace the carpets at Caroline Chisholm, and 

Northampton High School for Girls. 
 
6.51 Other than the Caroline Chisholm School however, none of these sites have formal 

community use agreements. Any investment in Moulton College or Northampton 
High School should therefore be subject to a long term formal community use 
agreement. 
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6.52 In Daventry district, the Northampton West development is also within the drive 
time catchment of the Parker E-Act site, so developer contributions from this SUE 
could also be directed towards this site. The Northampton North SUE is however 
outside of the drive time catchment for the Parker E-Act, though is close to Moulton 
College which hosts Northampton Hockey Club. 

 
6.53 An alternative option for South Northants from Caroline Chisholm would be to direct 

any investment into a new community hockey pitch in the east side of the authority, 
for example at Towcestrians, Roade or Bugbrooke as all of these sites are easily 
within the travel time catchment from the SUEs within South Northants. 

 
Outside of the NRDA  
 
Daventry district 
 
6.54 The highest priority for the future is to retain the club hockey use at Moulton College 

and the Parker E-Act at Daventry.   
 
6.55 The hockey clubs playing in Daventry were relocated at the request of Daventry 

District Council to the Parker E-Act site in September 2017 to enable the Daventry 
Sports Park AGP to be converted to a 3G pitch. The Parker E Act site is controlled by 
the school and the pitch is likely to require re-carpeting within about 2 years.  
England Hockey has offered to provide a specialist pitch survey free of charge to 
confirm what works are required, the timescales, and approximate costs. 

 
6.56 It is understood that the school may have inadequate funds to meet the costs of 

resurfacing, but also that the income potentially being generated by the hiring for 
hockey will be limited, as the clubs are relatively small. 

 
6.57 If it is not possible to agree a funding package to resurface the pitch when required, 

then club hockey use would cease. This would leave a significant strategic gap for the 
sport, and a new hockey surface pitch would need to be provided. One of the site 
options in this instance may be Guilsborough Academy as this is within a strategic 
gap in terms of provision though it would not effectively “replace” a site at Daventry 
because it is too far away. The costs of a new pitch are around £735,000 compared 
to the cost of resurfacing at around £150,000. 

 
6.58 There will also be a need within about 5 years to replace the carpets at Moulton 

College, which will require a decision about the long term future of the water based 
pitch. The pitches at Moulton College are owned and managed by the college and 
there is no formal community use agreement. Any investment by the District Council 
in the site (by S106 or otherwise) should therefore be linked to securing community 
use. 

 
6.59 At this time it is not proposed to seek to develop a full size hockey pitch to cater for 

the displaced Welford Hockey Club. However in the longer term if a pitch was 
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developed at Guilsborough rather than the Parker E-Act site being retained, then this 
would be accessible to the Welford club. 

 
6.60 The Daventry North East SUE is easily within the catchment of the Parker E-Act site, 

and there is justification for off-site investment from this development into 
improvements at the school pitch. 

 
South Northants 

 
6.61 South Northants authority consider that providing more community hockey in the 

district is a high priority, and the Council is potentially supportive of a new pitch at 
the Towcestrians, site, which would enable Towcester Hockey Club to relocate back 
to the town. Any new pitch would be strongly supported by sports development 
programmes led by South Northants Council. There may also be some funding 
available for pitch development. 

 
6.62 The next stage is a full feasibility study and business plan to confirm that the 

proposed Towcestrians hockey pitch is the preferred option, sustainable long term, 
and the most cost effective approach to achieving the hockey objective. The 
feasibility study should include: 

 
• The potential reaction of the Towcester Hockey Club membership to relocation, 

in particular, would the club lose members who live in Northampton, and if so 
what is the potential growth of the relocated hockey club in the short, medium 
and longer terms. 

• The cost/benefit and security of use of alternative sites for the club, in particular 
Campion School at Bugbrooke and Elizabeth Woodville School in Roade. 

• The implications of the potential development of a full size 3G pitch at Towcester 
on football and rugby use (possibly at Bell Plantation). 

• The usage of the pitch for rugby training. 
• The usage of the pitch for other sports e.g. tennis.  
• The siting of the hockey AGP at the Towcestrians, and the potential implications 

for the wider site development including, in the long term, a new cricket pitch on 
an extended site. 

• The deliverability and relative priority for South Northants Council support 
against the potential development of a 3G pitch at Bell Plantation. 

 
6.63 In addition to the Campion and Elizabeth Woodville Schools, Magdalen College at 

Brackley has an existing hockey surface pitch which might be another alternative for 
community hockey club use in South Northants. This has an aging pitch which is used 
for football, but it does not have a resident hockey club. The map in Figure 45 shows 
that the main strategic gap for hockey in South Northants is in the west of the district, 
so establishing club hockey at Brackley is also a potential priority. 
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SUMMARY OF KEY FINDINGS AND ISSUES 
 
6.64 The following questions and their answers are taken from the Sport England 

Guidance and provide a useful summary of the current and future provision for 
hockey in West Northamptonshire. 

 
What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
 
6.65 The hockey clubs, particularly the larger ones, attract players from a wide area, and 

20-30 minutes travel time is not unusual, particularly for the senior players at the 
larger clubs. Most of the West Northamptonshire area has access to a hockey club 
within 20 minutes travel time, either within or outside of the West 
Northamptonshire area, but there are strategic gaps in provision in the central and 
west side of South Northants and around the Guilsborough area in Daventry district. 

 
6.66 There are two displaced clubs; Towcester HC plays in Northampton and Welford HC 

plays at Lutterworth. 
 
6.67 There are more hockey surface pitches available than are used by the hockey clubs.  

Most of the AGPs are however aging, and only the Moulton facilities meet the 
current full England Hockey pitch specifications. There are no exclusive club social 
facilities at any site, but all have changing. 

 
Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current 
demand? 
 
6.68 There are sufficient pitches to meet the current demand, but only a small number 

have long term security of use, even where there is a hockey club in residence. 
 
6.69 Welford HC plays in Lutterworth because there are no other accessible match pitches 

with spare capacity on Saturdays. 
 
6.70 The arrangements for club hockey provision at the Parker E-Act Academy are 

adequate but the changing provision is at the adjacent, now closed, UTC site. Neither 
the pitch use nor the changing provision is “secure”. 

 
Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 
 
6.71 Almost all of the pitches will require re-carpeting within 5 years, and this will be a 

high priority. Some maintenance issues have been identified, but these are not 
seriously impacting upon use. 

 
6.72 The highest priority is to ensure that the hockey club use of the Parker E-Act Academy 

site in Daventry continues to have access to suitable changing facilities, and that the 
carpet is replaced when required. There is concern that, following the required 
relocation of the hockey use from Daventry Sports Park to enable the pitch there to 
be converted to 3G, that the hockey use at the Parker E-Act site is not secure. 
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Further, that the age of the pitch means that resurfacing will be required relatively 
soon if club hockey use is to continue. There is uncertainty whether the sinking fund 
at the school is sufficient to enable this work to take place. 

 
What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision?  
 
6.73 England Hockey anticipates a high growth rate in participation in hockey, as this sport 

has grown rapidly in the last few years. If this rate of provision is achieved, then there 
will be a number of additional teams both for seniors and juniors. 

 
6.74 Even if all of the club sites become fully used for matches by 2029, there will be the 

need for one additional pitch. 
 
Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future 
demand?   
 
6.75 There is a need to secure the community use at the existing club sites, including at 

Moulton College. 
 
6.76 There will be a need for one additional pitch, and there are a number of alternatives 

to achieve this by 2029. These options have yet to be fully explored.  
 
What actions may be required to ensure provision can meet both the current and future 
demand?  
 
6.77 The priority actions relate to: 
 

• The replacement and upgrading of the carpets at the existing hockey club sites. 
• The securing of community use at each of the club sites. 
• Determining the options for delivering an additional hockey club site in South 

Northants, either through investment in and partnership with a school, or the 
development of a new hockey surface pitch at the Towcestrians.   
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Recommendations for hockey  
 

 
West Northamptonshire Councils’ role in hockey provision 
 
6.78 To support the Councils’ policies on health and well-being, as well as supporting 

sports participation, performance and excellence, the Councils will continue to 
support community access to hockey pitches together with their ancillary facilities 
and car parking. 

 
Protect and enhance 
 
6.79 The existing hockey club sites. Ensure that resurfacing takes place when required 

to enable club hockey to be retained. 
 
6.80 Seek to establish formal community use agreements for those sites where there is 

no agreement in place. 
 
6.81 Ensure that hockey use is continued on the two pitches at Moulton, though 

alternative surfaces could be considered if this is supported by England Hockey. 
 
6.82 Ensure that changing provision supporting hockey use of the Parker E-Act site is 

retained, or suitably replaced. 
 
Provide 
 
6.83 Additional hockey club venue in South Northants following detailed options 

appraisal, feasibility assessment and business plan. Site required by 2026. 
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 OTHER PITCH SPORTS 
 
7.1 There are three other pitch sports in the NRDA and these are addressed in this 

section. These sports are too small for the formalised playing pitch strategy process 
which has been followed for the other sports.   

 
Baseball 
 
7.2 The Northants Basketball Club plays at St Crispin’s Park. There is one baseball team 

and one softball team. The site does not have a formal diamond. There is no known 
demand from this club for specific provision.   

 
Rugby league 
 
7.3 The Northampton Demon Rugby League club plays and trains at Duston Sports 

Centre. It has one adult team and occasional teams at U16, U14, U13 and U11. The 
club plays in the Midlands Premier Division.   

 
Gaelic football 
 
7.4 There is an occasional Gaelic Football team which hires the gaelic pitch at the 

Racecourse. There is no additional known need but the site has no easily accessible 
changing and has limited car parking. 
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 NRDA SUSTAINABLE URBAN EXTENSIONS  
 
8.1 Figure 53 uses the Sport England Pitch Calculator to assess the amount of demand 

expected to arise from each of the SUEs in the NRDA by 2029. These are based on: 
 

• The total SUE generated population by 2029 from the bespoke population 
modelling, and the anticipated populations for each SUE by 2029 from the same 
modelling. 

• The current Team Generation Rates (TGRs) for the NRDA area for football, cricket 
and rugby. 

• The current Team Generation Rate for West Northamptonshire for hockey.  
• The agreed rate of participation growth for each sport up to 2029, as for the TGR 

calculations. 
 
8.2 Please see the map in Figure 2 for the location of each SUE. 
 
8.3 The pitch sizes for each football, cricket and rugby are provided for easy reference in 

Figure 52. 
 

Figure 52: Pitch size: football, cricket, rugby 
 

Sport  Pitch  Pitch dimensions (m) incl run off Pitch area  
Football  Adult  106 x 70 0.74 ha 

Youth 97 x 61 0.59 ha 
Mini 61 x 43 0.26 ha 

Cricket  Adult (9 wickets) 111.6 x 115.8 1.29 ha 
Rugby  Adult  154 x 80  1.23 ha 

 
8.4 Playing pitch provision as may be required in mitigation for development for each of 

the West Northamptonshire authorities is addressed through S106 rather than CIL. 
The following tables consider what pitch demand is expected to be generated by 
each SUE, and the additional space and ancillary facilities which would be needed if 
the provision was to be made on site. 

 
8.5 It should be noted that some of the SUEs already have signed or well progressed 

S106 agreements. For these ones, there is no or limited likelihood of achieving the 
pitch provision or contributions off site, unless already agreed. 

 
 

  



 

  West Northamptonshire: NRDA 
Nortoft Partnerships Ltd  Open Space, Sport & Recreation Strategies  Page 115 of 147 

Part 3: Playing Pitch Strategy  

 
Figure 53: Sustainable urban extensions – pitch calculations  

 
Northampton North of Whitehills - Buckton Fields, Daventry (population 3,037) 
 

Total   = 2.70 pitches at a capital 
cost of £198,286 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £35,897 

          

Adult Football   = 0.46 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £37,672 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £8,280 

Youth Football   = 0.73 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £48,757 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £10,666 

Mini Soccer   = 1.20 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £23,036 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £5,039 

Rugby Union   = 0.13 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £13,923 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £3,104 

Hockey   = 0.05 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £39,024 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £1,260 

Cricket   = 0.14 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £35,874 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £7,548 

 
 
Northampton Kings Heath - Dallington Grange, Northampton (population 9,112)  
 

Total   = 8.11 pitches at a 
capital cost of £594,923 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £107,703 

           

Adult Football   = 1.39 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £113,027 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £24,842 

Youth Football   = 2.18 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £146,288 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £32,000 

Mini Soccer   = 3.60 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £69,116 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £15,119 

Rugby Union   = 0.38 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £41,775 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £9,312 

Hockey   = 0.16 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £117,085 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £3,781 

Cricket   = 0.42 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £107,633 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £22,648 
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Northampton North, Daventry (population 10,327) 
 

Total   = 9.19 pitches at a capital 
cost of £674,250 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £122,064 

           

Adult Football   = 1.57 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £128,098 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £28,155 

Youth Football   = 2.47 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £165,794 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £36,267 

Mini Soccer   = 4.08 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £78,332 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £17,135 

Rugby Union   = 0.43 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £47,345 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £10,554 

Hockey   = 0.18 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £132,697 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £4,285 

Cricket   = 0.47 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £121,984 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £25,668 

 
Northampton South, Northampton (population 3,037) 
 

Total   = 2.70 pitches at a 
capital cost of £198,286 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £35,897 

           

Adult Football   = 0.46 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £37,672 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £8,280 

Youth Football   = 0.73 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £48,757 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £10,666 

Mini Soccer   = 1.20 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £23,036 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £5,039 

Rugby Union   = 0.13 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £13,923 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £3,104 

Hockey   = 0.05 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £39,024 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £1,260 

Cricket   = 0.14 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £35,874 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £7,548 

 
Northampton South of Brackmills, Northampton (population 3,948) 
 

Total   = 3.52 pitches at a 
capital cost of £257,765 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £46,665 

           

Adult Football   = 0.60 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £48,972 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £10,764 

Youth Football   = 0.94 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £63,383 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £13,865 

Mini Soccer   = 1.56 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £29,946 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £6,551 

Rugby Union   = 0.16 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £18,100 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £4,035 

Hockey   = 0.07 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £50,730 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £1,638 

Cricket   = 0.18 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £46,634 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £9,813 
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Northampton West, South Northants (4,355) 
 

Total   = 3.88 pitches at a 
capital cost of £284,338 and a total life cycle 

cost (per annum) of £51,476 

           

Adult Football   = 0.66 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £54,020 and a total life cycle 

cost (per annum) of £11,873 

Youth Football   = 1.04 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £69,917 and a total life cycle 

cost (per annum) of £15,294 

Mini Soccer   = 1.72 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £33,033 and a total life cycle 

cost (per annum) of £7,226 

Rugby Union   = 0.18 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £19,966 and a total life cycle 

cost (per annum) of £4,451 

Hockey   = 0.08 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £55,960 and a total life cycle 

cost (per annum) of £1,807 

Cricket   = 0.20 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £51,442 and a total life cycle 

cost (per annum) of £10,824 

 
Northampton West, Daventry (population 10,327) 
 

Total   = 9.19 pitches at a 
capital cost of £674,250 and a total life cycle 

cost (per annum) of £122,064 

          

Adult Football   = 1.57 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £128,098 and a total life cycle 

cost (per annum) of £28,155 

Youth Football   = 2.47 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £165,794 and a total life cycle 

cost (per annum) of £36,267 

Mini Soccer   = 4.08 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £78,332 and a total life cycle 

cost (per annum) of £17,135 

Rugby Union   = 0.43 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £47,345 and a total life cycle 

cost (per annum) of £10,554 

Hockey   = 0.18 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £132,697 and a total life cycle 

cost (per annum) of £4,285 

Cricket   = 0.47 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £121,984 and a total life cycle 

cost (per annum) of £25,668 

 
Upton Park, Northampton (3,037) 
 

Total   = 2.70 pitches at a 
capital cost of £198,286 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £35,897 

           

Adult Football   = 0.46 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £37,672 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £8,280 

Youth Football   = 0.73 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £48,757 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £10,666 

Mini Soccer   = 1.20 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £23,036 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £5,039 

Rugby Union   = 0.13 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £13,923 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £3,104 

Hockey   = 0.05 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £39,024 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £1,260 

Cricket   = 0.14 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £35,874 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £7,548 
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Upton Lodge, Northampton (6,378) 
 

Total   = 5.68 pitches at a 
capital cost of £416,420 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £75,387 

           

Adult Football   = 0.97 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £79,114 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £17,389 

Youth Football   = 1.52 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £102,395 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £22,399 

Mini Soccer   = 2.52 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £48,378 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £10,583 

Rugby Union   = 0.26 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £29,240 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £6,518 

Hockey   = 0.11 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £81,954 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £2,646 

Cricket   = 0.29 pitches at a 
capital cost of  £75,338 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £15,852 

 
Upton Lodge/Norwood Farm, South Northants (4,252) 
 

Total   = 3.79 pitches at a capital 
cost of £277,613 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £50,258 

          

Adult Football   = 0.65 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £52,743 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £11,592 

Youth Football   = 1.02 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £68,263 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £14,933 

Mini Soccer   = 1.68 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £32,252 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £7,055 

Rugby Union   = 0.18 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £19,494 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £4,345 

Hockey   = 0.07 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £54,636 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £1,764 

Cricket   = 0.19 pitches at a capital 
cost of  £50,225 and a total life cycle cost 

(per annum) of £10,568 

 
 
8.7 For football in the SUEs within Daventry district and South Northants, there will be a 

need for on-site provision of both pitches and ancillary facilities including clubhouse 
and car parking at Northampton North and Northampton West (South Northants). 

 
8.8 How the mitigation for the development will be addressed in part depends on 

whether there is an agreement to invest cross-boundary. This strategy has identified 
for instance that there is potentially sufficient capacity for cricket at the existing sites 
in the NRDA so long as these are improved in order to increase their capacity. 
Similarly, much of the demand for football arising from the SUEs could be met at 
sites in Northampton, again depending upon investment to improve quality and 
increase capacity. 

 



 

  West Northamptonshire: NRDA 
Nortoft Partnerships Ltd  Open Space, Sport & Recreation Strategies  Page 119 of 147 

Part 3: Playing Pitch Strategy  

8.9 If there is no agreement to share developers’ contributions across the local authority 
boundaries, then there will need to be the following on site provision in the SUEs 
within Daventry and South Northants districts: 

 
District  SUE Football pitches  Cricket pitches  
Daventry  Northampton North  2 senior 

3 youth 
4 mini  

1 cricket  

Northampton West 2 senior  
3 youth 
4 mini 

Off site 
investment to 
Northampton 
North cricket 
facility    

South 
Northants  

Northampton West / 
Upton Lodge 
Norwood Farm 

2 senior 
2 youth  
4 mini 

1 cricket 

 
8.10 If there is agreement to share developer contributions between and Daventry and 

South Northants authorities but not with Northampton Borough, then there are 
opportunities to combine the provision, as below.  

 
District  SUE Football pitches  Cricket pitches  
Daventry  Northampton North  2 senior 

3 youth 
4 mini  

1 cricket  

Daventry  Northampton West / 
Upton Lodge 
Norwood Farm 

3 senior 
5 youth 
8 mini 

1 cricket  
South 
Northants  

 
 
8.11 Each site would also be required to contribute towards the ancillary facilities 

including clubhouse/pavilion and car parking. 
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SECTION 9: DELIVERING THE STRATEGY 
 
Maximising health and well-being outcomes 
 
9.1 The West Northamptonshire local authority partners have a clear stated objective of 

improving the health and wellbeing of the communities across the area, set out in 
various well- established key corporate documents. The network of pitch sports 
facilities will be an essential element in the delivery of these health and wellbeing 
objectives. 

 
9.2 This playing pitch strategy has considered the current patterns of participation in the 

pitch sports across the NRDA, and across all providers, and forecasts forwards the 
anticipated needs up to 2029 based on the expected future population, its age 
structure, and socio-economic characteristics. The facility proposals reflect what is 
expected to be required to meet these needs. 

 
Maximising cost-effectiveness 
 
9.3 This report sets out the facility needs and identifies how these may be met. For 

football and cricket it is clear that sharing developer contributions across the NRDA 
would be the most cost effective approach to meeting the sports facilities 
requirements, as potentially the existing sites in Northampton have sufficient 
capacity to meet the needs of the NRDA area as a whole up to 2029. However the 
sites can only do so with investment in pitch quality and ancillary facilities. There will 
also be a need for a full NRDA wide review of football across the sites, involving the 
clubs, leagues, Northampton Leisure Trust, the FA, and pitch providers. This is a key 
action point arising from the strategy. 

 
9.4 If developer contributions are not possible to share across the boundaries, then 

significant on-site provision will be needed for both football and cricket in the NRDA 
SUEs lying within Daventry and South Northants districts. There will still be a need to 
undertake a Northampton Football Review, which should also include Foxfields 
Country Park and Great Houghton which lie outside of the Northampton Borough 
boundary. 

 
9.5 For rugby and hockey, the requirement is for off-site contributions, and there is 

justification in most instances for the investment to be directed towards sites within 
the relevant authority. 

 
 
Securing provision of sport through development 
 
9.6 A key output from the playing pitch strategy is the securing of sports provision 

through development. For the largest or most strategic sports facilities, the Local 
Plan should specifically provide policy guidance, for example within the site 
requirements of allocated sites. 
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9.7 The securing of new playing field provision can include both on-site provision 
through master-planning and planning obligations, and the securing of developers’ 
contributions to off-site provision.  

 
9.8 In Northampton, the CIL Regulation 123 list excludes outdoor sport, so all pitch 

provision is negotiable using the S106 route. 
 
9.9 In Daventry district, the CIL Regulation 123 list states that CIL will cover “Outdoor 

sports excluding that directly serving the needs of a development site”. Specific 
projects are not specified. The treatment of investment in off-site facilities such as 
for rugby and hockey may therefore need to be reviewed. Provision which directly 
serves the needs of the development will be negotiated under S106. 

 
9.10 In South Northants district the CIL Regulation 123 list states that it will cover 

“Strategic leisure infrastructure identified in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan 
(excluding provision required to directly serve the needs of a development site)”.  
Again, provision which directly serves the needs of the development will be 
negotiated under S106.   

 
9.11 The securing of planning obligations, including contributions, will need to meet the 

three CIL tests (CIL Reg 122 and NPPF para 204). These are where the contribution 
is: 

 
• Necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms 
• Directly related to the development 
• Fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development 

 
9.12 This Playing Pitch Strategy provides a robust and up-to-date evidence base which can 

be used to justify investment in playing fields by the SUEs across the NRDA, including 
the scale, nature, and location, and whether provision is required on or off site. The 
process of ensuring delivery could be through an approved site master-plan, 
Development Briefs in the Local Plan, a Planning Obligations SPD, or other policy 
approach, where these are appropriate to the proposed development. 

  
9.13 As CIL is in place for each of the authorities, it is important to ensure that any sporting 

provision be placed on the CIL Reg 123 list (e.g. on an infrastructure project delivery 
list) is project specific so it does not unnecessarily restrict the use of planning 
obligations (e.g. it avoids, where possible, restrictions due to ‘pooling’ constraints). 
The Reg 123 list should be focused on high-level priority project(s) of a strategic 
nature that CIL has potential to deliver, rather than a long list of projects that CIL is 
very unlikely to fund. This will allow the potential for other less strategic projects to 
be funded smaller developments through s106/planning obligations. 

 
9.14 Generic infrastructure projects need to be avoided on the CIL Reg 123 infrastructure 

list, because this restricts the potential for planning obligations to be used as it would 
be caught up in CIL pooling and/or s106/CIL ‘double-dipping’ restrictions. 
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Assessing if contributions are justified 
 
9.15 The steps include: 
 

• identifying the development’s expected population; 
• assessing the demand from the development, based on the additional 

population, for different pitch types, and over the plan period. This may include 
the use of the Sport England Playing Pitch Calculator, or other robust methods 
which help identify demand and identify costs; 

• identifying if the demand can be met by existing facilities (where these have a 
sufficient capacity, are accessible, and acceptable quality); 

• if the demand cannot be met by existing facilities then use the local evidence 
base and/or consult with relevant stakeholders about the best approach to 
meeting these needs; 

• identifying the costs of the new or extended facility, or other quality 
improvements to increase an existing facility’s capacity; and 

• then applying the costs proportionate to the development’s population. 
 
9.16 Although the population of a single development (e.g. on a small site or an individual 

stage of a larger site) may not in itself generate the need for a pitch, it will still 
generate additional demand which should be quantified and be met. Other 
contributions could then be sought from other applications, and/or from other 
sources such as grant aid, to enable the delivery of the facility. 

 
9.17 There may also be specific facility needs identified in the strategy which are required 

to be provided on a development site, as this may be the most deliverable 
opportunity. This may include a multi-pitch site with clubhouse and parking, or other 
facilities which potentially have a wider catchment than the development site itself, 
or where the development itself generates the whole or a large proportion of the 
facility need. 

 
9.18 The following tests will be used to assess whether the existing provision within an 

area can provide for the demand generated by a development, or whether a new 
facility may be needed. This information can be used to guide whether provision 
should be on-site or off-site, and to guide the maximum distance to existing facilities 
which potentially have capacity to meet the new demand generated from the 
development. For example, there may be an overall surplus of one pitch type in the 
district, but none located within the appropriate catchment area of a development, 
or what is available is not accessible, so a new facility may need to be provided. 

 
9.19 The tests relate to Quantity, Accessibility and Quality, as follows: 
 
Quantity  
 
9.20 The quantity requirements are based on the demand generated by the development. 

The Sport England Pitch Calculator should be used for this purpose. 
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Accessibility  
 
9.21 The accessibility requirement includes: 
 

• the acceptable travel distance to a pitch facility based on known travel patterns 
for different sports 

• and for potentially available facilities/pitches: 
• the hours that it is available to the community (would usually need to be available 

evenings and weekends) 
• the access policies (who can use and how, booking processes) 
• pricing 
• security of community access 

 
Quality  
 
9.22 The quality requirement relates to the quality, design, layout and specification of 

facilities. Facilities that are proposed to be provided should reflect current best 
practice, including current quality guidance from Sport England and the National 
Governing Bodies. This should apply to refurbishments and extensions as well as to 
new build proposals, and to the pitches as well as the buildings. 

 
9.23 The age and condition of a facility will impact upon quality as generally the older the 

facility is, the less attractiveness it is to users, and so has less capacity to meet the 
demand generated from a development. 

 
Policy for contributions 
 
9.24 Planning policy should ensure that the provision of justified facilities is delivered, 

either on-site, or off-site. The cost for maintenance should be sought for both on-
site and off-site provision, unless it can reasonably be argued that normal 
operational income should cover this. Where appropriate, costs towards a sinking 
fund and for land purchase should also be sought, depending on the facility type and 
how it is to be used. These are detailed below. 

 
9.25 Where a facility is required on-site, this may include requiring delivery through a 

planning policy and a masterplan approach for the whole area (e.g. a new Local Plan 
specifies the facility needs for a given housing growth area). This can ensure that 
enough suitable land is planned from the outset, and provided at no cost. This is 
particularly important where there is a need for a large sports land-take, as for 
playing fields. 

 
9.26 Planning policy should seek to ensure that where sites are developed in phases or 

through multiple applications, and where the sports provision is required on-site, 
that this provision is required to be co-ordinated and delivered by the 
landowners/developers. In some circumstances, a single site for one or more pitch 
sports serving all the development or all its phases, can be required. 
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9.27 The timing and delivery of the new sports facility should be considered in relation to 
development phasing to achieve a balance between ensuring the facility is in place 
in time to meet the needs of the residents, avoiding pressure being placed on existing 
facilities, and the financial viability of both the facility and the wider development. 

 
9.28 Where there are separate developments in the close geographical area, e.g. around 

a town, that taken together generate a need for a whole facility, contributions need 
to be made towards new facility provision or improving an existing facility provision. 
For new facilities, the planning policy therefore also needs to identify where that 
facility is to be located, how sufficient land is to be secured, and (where known) the 
individual developments that need to contribute to it. 

 
9.29 This also applies to where there is a need for a larger strategic facility serving a large 

catchment. This may require the developers to provide the land on-site, or for the 
local planning authority to identify the land through the Local Plan process. 

 
9.30 Where suitable land needs to be provided by developments and has not otherwise 

been specifically identified in the Local Plan, then: 
 

• Where the investment need is for a new pitch sport facility to meet the demand 
directly generated by the population of the new development(s), then the 
developer is expected to meet all of these costs. These include provision, 
maintenance, in some cases replacement, and land costs. 

• Where the demand generated is for the majority (66% or more) of a facility, then 
it needs to be provided on site, and all necessary land will be provided by the 
developer at no cost, as well as the population-related proportion of the cost of 
the facility. 

• Where the demand is for less than 66% of a facility, that is to be provided on-site, 
then suitable land needs to be planned into the development. However only a 
proportionate amount of this land will be provided at no cost, and the (leisure) 
value of the remainder will need to be funded from other sources (e.g. from 
pooled contributions from other developments, from grants or other sources). 

• Where the land cannot be provided for on-site because of proven master-
planning constraints, financial viability or other relevant reasons, then the local 
authority may negotiate an appropriate alternative contribution, where this is CIL 
compliant. 

 
9.31 In all cases, there may be reasons for the Council to choose to be flexible in how it 

applies these policies (e.g. where the need is for part of a facility the Council may 
require all the land but not ask for a contribution to its provision or maintenance). 
So long as this fits into a wider planned approach to ensure deliverability, and is CIL 
compliant. 

 
9.32 For on-site or off-site contributions where the facility, or part of the facility, has a 

short life-span such as the artificial grass pitch carpet, that cannot reasonably be 
expected to be fully funded through normal operational income, then a contribution 
towards a replacement sinking fund should also be sought.  
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9.33 Where there is an assessed deficit in the provision of a facility, and there is an existing 

facility with appropriate community access that could potentially meet the demands 
generated by the development, but it needs to be upgraded or extended, then 
contributions may be sought towards such improvements. 

 
9.34 Contributions need to meet the CIL tests, and should not exceed or cover what could 

reasonably be expected to be paid for by normal operational income. The operator 
(including a school or a club) will need to be supportive of this and comfortable with 
the timescales for payment of contributions. 

 
9.35 There should be flexibility in the allocation of contributions in case the project is 

delivered via other funding sources ahead of the time the developers’ contribution 
is due to be paid. The wording of the planning obligation/contribution policy should 
provide for this eventuality by allowing for the monies to be paid to an appropriate 
alternative sports facility (where this is still justified and CIL compliant). 

 
9.36 Sites where contributions (investment) are justified are identified in the Action Plan 

(Figure 54) and/or in the Site by Site table (Section 11, Figure 55) in this playing pitch 
strategy. 

 
9.37 To ensure that a contribution can be delivered, there needs to be a realistic timescale 

for delivering the residential development and the sports facility project, and a 
reasonable chance that any shortfall in the funding of the facility can be found from 
other sources. 

 
9.38 In some cases, the nearest current or potential new facility may be across a local 

authority boundary. In this case it is appropriate for the Council to consider offering 
s106 funding to such a facility, or find another way in which to delivery such an 
outcome. 

 
Calculating contributions 
 
Demand 
 
9.39 The Sport England Pitch Calculator should be used to generate the amount of 

expected demand from a development. It takes into account the forecast 
demographics of the sub area as at 2033, the characteristics of the different pitch 
sports in the district, and the anticipated rates of growth in the sport by 2033. 

 
9.40 The need for and requirements of a clubhouse/changing pavilion as appropriate for 

the sport, plus other ancillary facilities such as car parking also need to be identified, 
costed and be part of the contributions requested. 
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Accessibility 
 
9.41 The expected travel times and therefore accessibility by car to different pitch sports 

are: 
 

Football Mini and Youth 
(U7 – U16) 

10 minutes 

Adult  15 minutes  
Cricket  15 minutes 
Rugby  20 minutes 
Hockey  30 minutes 

 
Quality 
 
9.42 The design, layout and construction of pitches and their ancillary facilities, including 

clubhouse and car parking, should reflect current best practice and pitch quality 
should be of at least “standard” as defined by the relevant National Governing Body.  
The clubhouse/changing and other ancillary facilities such as car parking provision 
should meet Sport England and the relevant National Governing Body standards. This 
applies to refurbishment as well as to new build proposals. 

Costs 
 
9.43 To calculate the scale of a developer’s financial contribution for the provision of a 

pitch facility which has been identified as being justified and appears in the strategy 
project list, the Pitch Calculator can be used. 

 
9.44 This calculator is based on the costs of developing pitches and their lifecycle costs in 

the district. However, if there are robust and up-to-date local facility or project costs, 
then these may be used instead, particularly where the project is to enhance the 
existing facility provision. 

 
9.45 The cost of maintenance and sinking funds, where justified, should be calculated and 

included in the contributions expected from the developer. Where there are known 
robust local costs, these should be used in preference for these elements. However, 
where such local costs are not available, these may be based on either the Pitch 
Calculator or on NGB costs advice. 

 
9.46 In addition to the Pitch Calculator derived costs: 
 

• when a land cost is justified, this will also need to be included in the developers’ 
contributions, based on the local market cost for the relevant sport/leisure land 
use. 

• there may be a need to add the cost of other local and site-specific costs (e.g. 
abnormal ground conditions, site access needs, landscaping, acoustic fencing 
etc). 

• there will be a need to provide/contribute to a clubhouse/changing pavilion and 
ancillary facilities including car parking as appropriate to the sport(s) being 
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provided. Sport England’s Facilities Costs Guidance can be used as an indication 
of the costs. 

 
9.47 It should be noted that all costs should be date related, and inflation should be taken 

into account. For example, if a facility is to be delivered in 3 years’ time, an 
appropriate inflation index, such as BCIS or Spons Building Costs Indices, should be 
applied. 
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 PRIORITIES FOR ACTION  
 
10.1 Northampton Borough Council and its partners will treat this assessment and the 

strategy recommendations as a rolling document and will aim to undertake a number 
of action points arising from it. The first priority for implementation will therefore be 
an action plan which is led and coordinated by the Borough Council on an 
interdepartmental basis, and will involve the key stakeholders across the NRDA. This 
will be based around the draft Action Plan in Figure 54, which draws out the generic 
and major project specific priorities for playing pitches. These have been widely 
consulted upon with appropriate parties including the pitch sport national governing 
bodies, clubs, providers, and the West Northamptonshire partner authorities. 

 
10.2 The project list is based on the needs evidenced by this strategy assessment, and in 

particular the potential impact of the housing proposals within the adopted West 
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Local Plan (Part 1) (2014) (WNJCS). As such it 
identifies the expected demand for pitch sports up to 2029 across the NRDA area.  
As the housing numbers are firmed up and the planned delivery of playing pitch sites 
and investments progress, there will be a need to update this strategy, which should 
be done on an annual basis, in line with Stage E of the Sport England Guidance. 

 
10.3 A key issue to be urgently addressed is whether mechanisms can be established to 

enable the sharing of developer contributions over the NRDA boundaries. The 
outcome of this will have a major impact on what will be required on-site within the 
Daventry and South Northants SUEs, for both football and cricket. 

 
10.4 The annual review of the Action Plan will provide an overview of the confirmation of 

the deliverability of the projects, and allow for alternative options to be identified if 
the preferred site/location is not possible. It also sets the priorities for the West 
Northamptonshire Councils with respect to the NRDA area for the next 3 years, 
recognising that not every action and every project can be completed at once. 

 
10.5 The assessment of the feasibility and deliverability of the individual projects 

identified will usually require close partnership working and feasibility studies, 
including detailed costing and business planning. The outcomes of these actions will 
help to confirm the draft project list and in turn inform the annual Action Plan review. 
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Action Plan 
Figure 54: Action Plan  

 
Facility / Site 
Proposal  
 
 

Action required  Lead 
organisatio
n(s) 

Key 
partners  

Date for 
action and 
potential 
delivery 

date 
Forward and development planning  
NRDA developer 
contributions  

Agree mechanisms for sharing 
developer contributions over the local 
authority boundaries of the SUEs for 
football and cricket.  
 
 

NBC 
DDC 
SNC 

 Urgent, 
on-going 

NRDA SUEs Depending upon outcome of cross-
boundary discussions, ensure the 
NRDA SUEs within Daventry and 
South Northants have planned 
playing field provision for football and 
cricket, as recommended by the 
Playing Pitch Strategy.   
 
Confirm that off-site investment 
requirements for rugby and hockey.   

DDC 
SNC 
NBC 

FA 
ECB  
Sport 
England  

Urgent, 
on-going 

Local projects Ensure that Parish and Town Councils 
are aware of the project 
recommendations in the PPS and 
incorporate into their neighbourhood 
plans. 

DDC 
SNC 
NBC 

 On PPS 
sign off  

Northampton Football Strategy  
Strategy for 
football in the 
NRDA  

Review the future of all football sites 
in NRDA to determine how best to 
meet the needs of the sport and 
make best use of the facilities and 
pitches available.  Will need to follow 
decision on whether there will be 
sharing of developer contributions or 
on-site provision within the NRDA 
SUEs in Daventry and South 
Northants districts.  

FA 
 

Leagues 
Clubs  
Pitch 
providers 
NLT 
NBC 

2018 

Firm up site specific proposals in 
Figure 52.  

Rugby specification AGP 
Feasibility study  Complete feasibility study into 

development of rugby specification 
(Regulation 22 pitch) at club site in 
Northampton.   

RFU Clubs  2018 

 Delivery of pitch.  Site tbc  RFU Club  2019 



 

  West Northamptonshire: NRDA 
Nortoft Partnerships Ltd  Open Space, Sport & Recreation Strategies  Page 130 of 147 

Part 3: Playing Pitch Strategy  

Site specific investment   
Sites  Projects as identified in Section 11, Figure 55 
NRDA SUEs Confirm provision on/off site based on pitch demand identified in Figure 53 

for football and cricket, as per agreement or otherwise to share developers’ 
contributions.  Site should allow 150% of the pitch area for ancillary facilities 
including clubhouse and car parking. 
 
Confirm off site investment for rugby and hockey. 
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 SUMMARY BY SITE 
 
This section brings together the sport specific summaries above site by site.  
 
Notes and key for the site summary table 
 
Site control 

 
This column shows the organisation responsible for the site. This will usually be the 
site owner unless it is on a long term (5 years plus) lease e.g. to a sports club. 
 

Acad Secondary school academy 
Club Sports club 
Comm Commercial organisation 
DDC Daventry District Council  
Indpt Independent school  
NBC Northampton Borough Council  
NCC Northamptonshire County Council  
NLT Northampton Leisure Trust 
PC  Parish Council, local playing field association, village hall charity 

or similar 
Private Private organisation/owner (non commercial) 
Sch Primary school 
SNC South Northants Council  

 
 

Security of use 
 
S Site with secure community use 
UnS Site without security of use 
 
 

Quality of changing  
 
 The quality of the changing facilities/clubhouse. Usually relevant to whole site. 
 

 Good 
 Standard/adequate 
 Poor 
 No changing/clubhouse on site 
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Pitch size and type 
 
Football:   as FA pitch sizes 
Cricket: number of natural turf strips within the square, or 1 if AGP only 
Rugby:  as RFU pitch sizes, or actual size if smaller 
AGP:  dimensions in metres, surface type and floodlit (Yes/No) 
   SD Sand dressed 
   SF Sand filled 
   3G 3G surface 
   
  

Pitch quality, and cricket nets quality 
 

Based on the agreed pitch quality from: site audit, user clubs, NGB, authority and 
pitch providers. 
 

 Good quality pitch/nets 
 Standard quality pitch/nets 
 Poor quality pitch/nets 

 
 

Spare capacity across the week/season by matches 
 

This shows how much spare capacity there is across the week/season by number of 
matches. This calculation takes into account all identified uses of each individual pitch 
across the week, both matches and training. Where there is more than one pitch of 
the same size on a site, the assessment is the total spare capacity across those pitches. 
 
The numbering indicates how many additional matches/training sessions could be 
held on a grass pitch without seriously impacting on the pitch quality, based on the 
pitch’s current agreed quality. 
 
The assessment of the capacity for cricket only considers the grass strips (wickets).  
Where there is an artificial strip this is recorded but excluded from the calculations 
because league rules limit which teams are able to use these.   
 

 Pitch could provide for at least 1 extra match each week i.e. it could be 
the home site for 2 or more extra teams. 

 Pitch could provide for one extra match per fortnight i.e. it could be the 
home site for 1 extra team. 

 Pitches have no spare capacity, or are overused. 
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Peak time balance 
 
11.1 This shows the number of additional matches which could be hosted on a pitch at 

peak time. For AGPs with a hockey surface, this is for hockey. For AGPs with 3G 
surface, this is for football. 

 
 Pitch could provide for at least 1 extra match each week i.e. it could be 

the home site for 2 or more extra teams. 
 Pitch could provide for one extra match per fortnight i.e. it could be the 

home site for 1 extra team. 
 Pitches have no spare capacity, or are overused. 

AGPs not available for matches or are unsuitable. 
 
 
AGPs 

 
The AGP percentage spare capacity relates to the availability of the AGP across the 
whole week’s peak time for the hours that the pitch is available. 
 

 Site could provide for at least 1 extra training session or match in the 
week. 
For AGPs, has more than 20% spare capacity. 

 Site has very limited spare capacity, the equivalent of 1 training 
session/match every fortnight. 
For AGPs, site has 10-20% spare capacity, or there are known 
restrictions on use. 

 Pitches have no spare capacity, or are overused. For AGPs, spare 
capacity is at less than 10%. 
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Figure 55: Site by site summary – exiting sites 

 
Note: TBC* denotes site included in the proposed Northampton Football Strategy, which will determine future use of site and investment requirements. 
 

Site Name  Site control 
Security 
of use  

Quality 
of 
changin
g  

Football 
pitch size 

Cricket 
no 
grass 
strips 

Rugby 
pitch 
size 

AGP size, 
surface, 
floodlit 

Grass 
pitch 
quality  

AGP/ AGP 
cricket 
strip 
quality 

Cricket 
net 
quality 

Spare 
capacity 
across the 
week (no 
matches) 
/ season 
for cricket  

Peak 
time 
balance 

Site issues / 
comments  Proposal 

Capital 
Cost Date 

Priority 
for 
action 
and 
lead 
body/s 

ABINGTON PARK NLT S 
 

11v11    Standard   

4 2 

Poor quality 
changing. Spare 
capacity for 
11v11. 
 
Cricket pitch 
unused.  

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  
 
Take cricket 
pitch out of 
site.  

TBC* TBC* H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Poor   
11v11    Poor   
11v11    Standard   
11v11 Y    Poor   -0.5 -0.5 

 6   Standard   30 1 
COLLINGTREE 
PARISH PLAYING 
FIELD 

PC S 
 

11v11 Y    Standard   1.5 0.5 No changing. 
Adult cricket 
team uses 
artificial strip.  

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  
 
Provide 2 
teams 
clubhouse/ 
changing 
provision if 
grass square 
developed 
 
Develop grass 
square for 
cricket if no 
provision in 
SUEs 

TBC* 
 
 
 
 
 
£245k 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
£270k 
 
 
 
 

TBC
* 
 
 
 
 
 
2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2024 

H 
NBC 
FA 
 
 
 
M 
Club 
ECB 
PC 
 
 
 
 
M 
Club 
ECB 
PC 
 

5v5    Standard   3 0 
9v9    Standard   -1 -2 

   1  Standard  -10 1 
DALLINGTON PARK NLT S 

 
11v11    Standard   

3.5 1.5 

Site heavily use 
for minis and 
juniors. Spare 
capacity for 
seniors. 

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  
 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Standard   
11v11    Poor   
11v11 Y    Standard   

4 2 11v11 Y    Standard   
7v7    Standard   -6.5 -9.5 
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Site Name  Site control 
Security 
of use  

Quality 
of 
changin
g  

Football 
pitch size 

Cricket 
no 
grass 
strips 

Rugby 
pitch 
size 

AGP size, 
surface, 
floodlit 

Grass 
pitch 
quality  

AGP/ AGP 
cricket 
strip 
quality 

Cricket 
net 
quality 

Spare 
capacity 
across the 
week (no 
matches) 
/ season 
for cricket  

Peak 
time 
balance 

Site issues / 
comments  Proposal 

Capital 
Cost Date 

Priority 
for 
action 
and 
lead 
body/s 

9v9    Standard   0.5 -0.5 
DUSTON SPORTS 
CENTRE 

NLT S 
 

11v11    Standard   
3.5 -0.5 

Site used for 
Rugby League in 
summer. 
 
Artificial cricket 
strip being 
installed in 2018.  

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  
 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Standard   

  Snr  Standard   2 1 
EASTFIELD PARK NLT S 

 
11v11    Standard   

3 2 

No changing but 
used as senior 
site. Currently 
unused. 

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  
 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Poor   
ECTON BROOK 
PLAYING FIELDS 

NLT S 
 

11v11    Standard   

3.5 1.5 

No changing but 
used as senior 
site. 

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  
 

TBC* TBC* H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Standard   
ERRINGTON PARK NLT S 

 
11v11 Y    Standard   

4 2 

No changing. 
Currently 
unused. 

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  
 

TBC* TBC* H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11 Y    Standard   

9v9    Standard   2 1 
FAR COTTON 
RECREATION 
GROUND 

NLT S 
 

11v11    Standard   

3 0 

Site used to 
maximum 
capacity at peak 
time. 

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  
 

TBC* TBC* H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
11v11 Y    Standard   0.5 0.5 
5v5    Standard   3 0 
7v7    Standard   3.5 0.5 

FERNIE FIELDS 
SPORTS GROUND 

Club S 
 

11v11    Good   2.5 1 

Stadium pitch 
site 

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC* H 
Club 
FA 
NBC 
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Site Name  Site control 
Security 
of use  

Quality 
of 
changin
g  

Football 
pitch size 

Cricket 
no 
grass 
strips 

Rugby 
pitch 
size 

AGP size, 
surface, 
floodlit 

Grass 
pitch 
quality  

AGP/ AGP 
cricket 
strip 
quality 

Cricket 
net 
quality 

Spare 
capacity 
across the 
week (no 
matches) 
/ season 
for cricket  

Peak 
time 
balance 

Site issues / 
comments  Proposal 

Capital 
Cost Date 

Priority 
for 
action 
and 
lead 
body/s 

Retain stadia 
pitch 

FISHPONDS ROAD NBC S 
 

11v11    Standard   2 1 Currently 
unused. 

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  
 

TBC* TBC* H 
NBC 
FA 

5v5    Standard   4 1 

9v9    Standard   2 1 
FOXFIELDS COUNTRY 
PARK 

PC S 
 

11v11    Standard   -1.5 -2 Site used to 
maximum 
capacity at peak 
time.  

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  
 
Improvement
s required to 
cricket square 
and pitch.  
 
 

tbc 2020 M 
Clubs 
PC 
ECB 
FA 

5v5    Standard   3 0 
7v7    Standard   

6 0 7v7    Standard   
9v9    Standard   

1.5 -0.5 9v9    Standard   

 5  1  Standard  -5 0 
FRANKLINS 
GARDENS 
(NORTHAMPTON 
SAINTS RFC) 

Club S 4 senior rugby pitches. Main floodlit stadia pitch and 3 training pitches (1 floodlit). 
Professional club- not available for community use. 

GOALS SOCCER 
CENTRE 

Comm  S 
 

   
20x30, 3G, 
Yes  Standard  n/a  

Not suitable for 
matches. 
Commercial 
centre so limited 
training slots. No 
usage 
information 
available.  

    

   
20x30, 3G, 
Yes  Standard  n/a  

   
20x30, 3G, 
Yes  Standard  n/a  

   
20x30, 3G, 
Yes  Standard  n/a  

   
20x30, 3G, 
Yes  Standard  n/a  

   
20x30, 3G, 
Yes  Standard  n/a  

   
20x30, 3G, 
Yes  Standard  n/a  
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Site Name  Site control 
Security 
of use  

Quality 
of 
changin
g  

Football 
pitch size 

Cricket 
no 
grass 
strips 

Rugby 
pitch 
size 

AGP size, 
surface, 
floodlit 

Grass 
pitch 
quality  

AGP/ AGP 
cricket 
strip 
quality 

Cricket 
net 
quality 

Spare 
capacity 
across the 
week (no 
matches) 
/ season 
for cricket  

Peak 
time 
balance 

Site issues / 
comments  Proposal 

Capital 
Cost Date 

Priority 
for 
action 
and 
lead 
body/s 

   
20x30, 3G, 
Yes  Standard  n/a  

   
20x30, 3G, 
Yes  Standard  n/a  

   
20x30, 3G, 
Yes  Standard  n/a  

   
20x30, 3G, 
Yes  Standard  n/a  

GRANGE PARK 
COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 

PC S 
 

   
33x40, 3G, 
Yes  Standard  50% 0 

Not suitable for 
matches. 

    

GREAT BILLING 
POCKET PARK 

PC S 
 

11v11    Standard   0.5 -0.5 No changing. 
Site used to 
maximum for 
seniors.  No use 
of cricket.  

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  
 
 
Take out 
cricket pitch.  

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
PC 
NBC 
FA 

5v5    Standard   2.5 0 
7v7    Standard   3 0 
9v9    Standard   1.5 1 

   1  Standard  60 1 
GREAT HOUGHTON 
PLAYING FIELDS 

PC S 
 

11v11    Standard   1.5 1 
 

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
PC 
FA 

 10  1 Standard Poor Poor 10 0 
KINGS HEATH 
RECREATION 
GROUND 

NLT S 
 

11v11    Standard   

2.5 0.5 

No changing. 
Site used to 
maximum for 
seniors.  

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. If 
retained for 
seniors will 
need changing 
provision.  
 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Standard   

11v11    Standard   

   
60x100, 
SF, No  Unusable  0 0 

Pitch unusable.   Dispose  
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Site Name  Site control 
Security 
of use  

Quality 
of 
changin
g  

Football 
pitch size 

Cricket 
no 
grass 
strips 

Rugby 
pitch 
size 

AGP size, 
surface, 
floodlit 

Grass 
pitch 
quality  

AGP/ AGP 
cricket 
strip 
quality 

Cricket 
net 
quality 

Spare 
capacity 
across the 
week (no 
matches) 
/ season 
for cricket  

Peak 
time 
balance 

Site issues / 
comments  Proposal 

Capital 
Cost Date 

Priority 
for 
action 
and 
lead 
body/s 

KINGSTHORPE 
COLLEGE  

Acad  S 
 

   
60X100, 
3G, Yes  Standard  62% 0 

Pitch not 
suitable for 
matches 

    

  
Grass pitches not used        

 

KINGSTHORPE 
RECREATION 
GROUND 

NLT S 
 

11v11    Standard   

8.5 3.5 

 
Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  

 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
11v11 Y    Standard   

1.5 2 11v11 Y    Standard   
7v7    Standard   3.5 0.5 

LINGS PLAYING FIELD 
(LINGS PARK) 

NLT S 
 

11v11    Poor   

6.5 3.5 

No changing 
though all senior 
football.  

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  
If retained for 
adult football 
may require 
changing 
provision.  

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Poor   
11v11    Poor   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   

11v11    Standard   
LINGS WOOD (LINGS 
PARK) 

NLT S 
 

11v11    Standard   

3 2 

 
Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  

 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Poor   

11v11    Poor   
MALCOLM ARNOLD 
ACADEMY 

Acad  S 
 

   
60X100, 
3G, Yes  Good  72% 2 

3G FA Register 
pitch 

Retain.  
Explore ways 
of increasing 
use as part of 
Football 
Strategy.  

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
Acad 
FA 

   
20x40, SF, 
Yes  Standard  75%  

Not suitable for 
matches 

    

  
Grass pitches not used        
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Site Name  Site control 
Security 
of use  

Quality 
of 
changin
g  

Football 
pitch size 

Cricket 
no 
grass 
strips 

Rugby 
pitch 
size 

AGP size, 
surface, 
floodlit 

Grass 
pitch 
quality  

AGP/ AGP 
cricket 
strip 
quality 

Cricket 
net 
quality 

Spare 
capacity 
across the 
week (no 
matches) 
/ season 
for cricket  

Peak 
time 
balance 

Site issues / 
comments  Proposal 

Capital 
Cost Date 

Priority 
for 
action 
and 
lead 
body/s 

NORTHAMPTON 
ACADEMY 

Acad  S 
 

   
60X100, 
3G, Yes  Standard  61% 2 

Not used for 
affiliated 
matches 

Retain    

UnS 
 

11v11    Standard   
4 2 

 
Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  

 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
Acad 
FA 
NBC 

 
11v11    Standard  H  

9v9    Standard   2 1 
NORTHAMPTON 
BOYS BRIGADE OLD 
BOYS (BBOB) 

Club S 
 

  Snr  Standard   

-0.5 1.5 

Pitches overused 
due to training.  

Improve 
pitch 
maintenance 
to increase 
capacity by 3 
sessions per 
week. 

TBC 2020 H 
Club 
   Snr  Standard   

  Snr  Standard   
NORTHAMPTON 
CASUALS  

Club S 
 

  Snr  Standard   

-4.5 0.5 

Pitches overused 
due to training.  

Improve 
pitch 
maintenance 
to increase 
capacity.  
Move some 
training to 
3G pitches. 
 
Develop extra 
pitches.  

£80k 2020 H 
Club 
RFU 
 

  Snr  Standard   
NORTHAMPTON 
COLLEGE 

College UnS 
 

11v11    Standard   2 1 Site heavily used 
for minis 

Review 
community 
football use as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
College 
FA 

5v5    Standard   2.5 -0.5 
7v7    Standard   3 0 

9v9    Standard   1 0 

   
20x40, 3G, 
Yes  Good  80% 0 

Too small for 
any matches.  

    

NORTHAMPTON 
HIGH SCHOOL 
SPORTS CENTRE 
 
 

Indpt UnS 
 

   
60x100, 
SF, Yes  Standard  33% 2.5 

Used by 
Towcester 
Hockey Club 

Retain    

 
Grass pitches not used       
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Site Name  Site control 
Security 
of use  

Quality 
of 
changin
g  

Football 
pitch size 

Cricket 
no 
grass 
strips 

Rugby 
pitch 
size 

AGP size, 
surface, 
floodlit 

Grass 
pitch 
quality  

AGP/ AGP 
cricket 
strip 
quality 

Cricket 
net 
quality 

Spare 
capacity 
across the 
week (no 
matches) 
/ season 
for cricket  

Peak 
time 
balance 

Site issues / 
comments  Proposal 

Capital 
Cost Date 

Priority 
for 
action 
and 
lead 
body/s 

NORTHAMPTON 
OLD SCOUTS  

Club S 
 

  Snr  Standard   

-10 1.5 

Site overused 
due to training.  

Improve 
grass pitches 
including 
levelling.   

£80k 2019 H 
Club 
RFU   Snr  Standard   

  Snr  Standard   

  Snr  Standard   

 8  1 Standard Standard  2 0 
NORTHAMPTON 
SCHOOL FOR BOYS 

Acad  S 
 

11v11    Standard   0 1 
 

    
UnS 

 12  1 Good Good  50 0.5 

 
Secure 
community 
use 

   

S 

   
60X100, 
3G, Yes  Good  66% 2 

3G FA Register 
pitch.  Not used 
for matches 

Match use of 
pitch.  Explore 
as part of the 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
Acad 
FA 

   
40x50,SD, 
Yes    90% 0 

Not suitable for 
matches 

    

NORTHAMPTON 
SPENCER FC 

Club S 
 

11v11    Good   2 0 Stadium pitch 
site but not 
being used at 
this level. 

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy.  

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
Club 
FA 

11v11 Y    Good   3.5 0.5 
NORTHAMPTON 
SAINTS CRICKET 
CLUB  

Club S 
 

 15  1 Good Good Standard 5 0.5 

 
    

OLD 
NORTHAMPTONIAN
S ASSOCIATION 

Club S 
 

11v11    Good   
2.5 0.5 

Site very 
intensively used 
with pitches 
overmarked. 
High level of 
grounds 
maintenance but 
capacity an issue 
both at peak 
time and across 
the week for 
rugby and 
cricket. Limited 
scope to 

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
Club 
FA 

11v11    Good   
7v7    Good   5.5 0.5 

9v9    Good   3.5 0.5 

  Snr  Good   

-9.5 0 

Move 
evening 
training to 
3G sites.   
 
Extra pitches 
required  
 

£80k 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H 
Club  
RFU 

  Snr  Good   
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Site Name  Site control 
Security 
of use  

Quality 
of 
changin
g  

Football 
pitch size 

Cricket 
no 
grass 
strips 

Rugby 
pitch 
size 

AGP size, 
surface, 
floodlit 

Grass 
pitch 
quality  

AGP/ AGP 
cricket 
strip 
quality 

Cricket 
net 
quality 

Spare 
capacity 
across the 
week (no 
matches) 
/ season 
for cricket  

Peak 
time 
balance 

Site issues / 
comments  Proposal 

Capital 
Cost Date 

Priority 
for 
action 
and 
lead 
body/s 

address lack of 
capacity 
through 
improved pitch 
maintenance, 
and 
floodlighting 
will not 
address lack of 
capacity.   

 
Extend 
changing 
rooms to 
provide for 
women and 
girls.  

 
 
£250k 
 
 

 
 
2021 

 3  1 Good Good 

Good -15 0 

    

 14   Good  

    

PARKLANDS 
PLAYING FIELDS 

NLT S 
 

11v11    Standard   

5 2 

 
Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
5v5    Standard   

22 4.5 

5v5    Standard   
5v5    Standard   
5v5    Standard   
5v5    Standard   
5v5    Standard   
9v9    Standard   -2 -3 

RACECOURSE NLT S 
 

11v11    Standard   

16 6.5 

Very large site 
with number of 
sports. Not used 
by cricket and 
limited rugby 
use. Has 
occasional use 
by gaelic football 
(recorded as 
rugby pitch). 
Lack of easy 
access to 
changing and 
limited car 
parking.  

Remove 
cricket. 
 
Review 
football use as 
part of 
Northampton 
Football 
Strategy. 
Make pitch 
changes and 
improvements 
to implement.  
Improve car 
parking.  
 
 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Poor   
11v11    Poor   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Poor   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
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Site Name  Site control 
Security 
of use  

Quality 
of 
changin
g  

Football 
pitch size 

Cricket 
no 
grass 
strips 

Rugby 
pitch 
size 

AGP size, 
surface, 
floodlit 

Grass 
pitch 
quality  

AGP/ AGP 
cricket 
strip 
quality 

Cricket 
net 
quality 

Spare 
capacity 
across the 
week (no 
matches) 
/ season 
for cricket  

Peak 
time 
balance 

Site issues / 
comments  Proposal 

Capital 
Cost Date 

Priority 
for 
action 
and 
lead 
body/s 

11v11 Y    Poor   
1  

Retain site. 
11v11 Y    Standard   
5v5    Standard   

23.5 2.5 

5v5    Standard   
5v5    Standard   
5v5    Standard   
5v5    Standard   
5v5    Standard   
5v5    Standard   
7v7    Standard   0 -3 
9v9    Standard   

2.5 0.5 
9v9    Standard   
9v9    Standard   

  Snr  Poor   0.5 0.5 

  Gaelic  Poor   
  

 10   Standard   
88 2  12   Standard   

RECTORY FARM 
OPEN SPACE 

NLT S 
 

11v11    Standard   
3.5 1.5 

No changing 
though has 
senior football.  

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Standard   

11v11 Y    Standard   0 -1 
RING WAY NBC S 

 
11v11    Standard   2 1 No changing.  Review 

football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NBC 
FA 

11v11 Y    Standard   0.5 1 

7v7    Standard   3 0 
ROUND SPINNEY 
OPEN SPACE 

NLT S 
 

11v11 Y    Poor   1 1 

Single pitch site 
with difficult 
access, currently 
unused. Plans to 
re-mark for 
mini/junior next 
season. 

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

SIXFIELDS STADIUM 
(NORTHAMPTON 
TOWN FC) 

Club S  1 x 11v11 floodlit stadia pitch. 
Professional club- not available for community use. 
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Site Name  Site control 
Security 
of use  

Quality 
of 
changin
g  

Football 
pitch size 

Cricket 
no 
grass 
strips 

Rugby 
pitch 
size 

AGP size, 
surface, 
floodlit 

Grass 
pitch 
quality  

AGP/ AGP 
cricket 
strip 
quality 

Cricket 
net 
quality 

Spare 
capacity 
across the 
week (no 
matches) 
/ season 
for cricket  

Peak 
time 
balance 

Site issues / 
comments  Proposal 

Capital 
Cost Date 

Priority 
for 
action 
and 
lead 
body/s 

SOUTHFIELDS NLT S 
 

11v11    Standard   3 0.5 No changing  Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

7v7    Standard   4 1 
ST ANDREWS 
HOSPITAL  

Private UnS 
 

11v11    Standard   
4 2 

 
    

11v11    Standard   
ST CRISPINS 
HOSPITAL  

Club S 
 

 14  1 Good Standard  20 0 

 
Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
Club 

ST CRISPINS PARK PC S 
 

7v7    Standard   2 -1 Also used by 
baseball/softball 
but no diamond 
present 

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
PC 
FA 
NBC 

9v9    Standard   1 0 
THE DUSTON 
SCHOOL  

Acad  S 
 

   
60X100, 
3G, Yes  Good    

 
Retain    

UnS  Grass pitches not used by 
community        

 
 

THE ELGAR CENTRE 
AND PLAYING FIELDS 

Trust S 
 

11v11    Standard   
1.5 -0.5 

Site intensively 
used.   

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
Trust 
FA 
 

11v11    Standard   
11v11 Y    Standard   0.5 0 
7v7    Standard   

4.5 -1.5 7v7    Standard   
THE OBELISK CENTRE  Club S 

 
11v11    Standard   2 1 

 
Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
Club 
FA 

 4  1 Good Standard  0 0 
THE PASTURES NLT S 

 
11v11    Standard   

8 3 

No changing  Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
11v11    Standard   
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Site Name  Site control 
Security 
of use  

Quality 
of 
changin
g  

Football 
pitch size 

Cricket 
no 
grass 
strips 

Rugby 
pitch 
size 

AGP size, 
surface, 
floodlit 

Grass 
pitch 
quality  

AGP/ AGP 
cricket 
strip 
quality 

Cricket 
net 
quality 

Spare 
capacity 
across the 
week (no 
matches) 
/ season 
for cricket  

Peak 
time 
balance 

Site issues / 
comments  Proposal 

Capital 
Cost Date 

Priority 
for 
action 
and 
lead 
body/s 

5v5    Standard   4 1 
7v7    Standard   2.5 0 

THOMAS BECKET 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Acad S 
 

   
60X100, 
3G, Yes  Standard  66% 0 

Not used for 
affiliated 
matches 

Retain    

  
Grass pitches not used        

 

VICTORIA PARK NLT S 
 

11v11    Standard   

3.5 1.5 

Limited use Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NLT 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Standard   
WESTON FAVELL 
ACADEMY 

Acad  S 
 

   
60X100, 
3G, Yes  Good  68%  

Not used for 
affiliated 
matches 

Retain    

  
Grass pitches not used        

 

WOOTTON BROOK Club S 
 

11v11    Standard   4 0.5 No changing. 
Site intensively 
used.   

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
Club 
FA 

11v11 Y    Standard   
-2 -1 11v11 Y    Standard   

7v7    Standard   1 -1.5 
9v9    Standard   

2 0 9v9    Standard   
WOOTTON 
COMMUNITY & 
SPORTS CENTRE 

PC S 
 

11v11    Standard   1 0.5 Site intensively 
used.  

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
PC 
FA 

11v11 Y    Standard   -2 -2 
5v5    Standard   

6 0 5v5    Standard   

 7   Good   5 0 
WOOTTON HALL NCC/Police S 

 
11v11    Standard   

4 2 

Not currently in 
use due to 
school 
temporary 
classrooms. Site 
ownership split 
across playing 
field.   

Review 
football 
provision as 
part of 
Football 
Strategy. 
Review cricket 
options.  
Mitigate for 
loss of site if 
permanently 
closed.  

TBC* TBC
* 

H 
NCC/ 
NBC 
FA 

11v11    Standard   

 8  1 Good Good  40 1 
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GLOSSARY 
 
 

AGP Artificial Grass Pitch 
CASC Community Amateur Sports Clubs  
CIL Community Infrastructure Levy 
CIO Charitable Incorporated Organisation  
ECB England and Wales Cricket Board 
FA Football Association 
FC Football Club 
FPM Facilities Planning Model 
HC Hockey Association 
HC  Hockey Club  
ICC International Cricket Council  
NRDA Northampton Related Development Area 
PPS Playing Pitch Strategy  
RFC Rugby Football Club  
RFU Rugby Football Union  
RUFC Rugby Union Football Club  
SUE Sustainable Urban Extension 
TGR Team Generation Rate 
WNJCS West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Local Plan (Part 1)  
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Definitions relating to demand 
 
Expressed demand 
The clubs and teams playing in the authority area, usually affiliated to the county body or 
national governing body for the sport.  
 
Displaced demand 
Displaced demand relates to play by teams or other users of playing pitches from within the 
study area which takes place outside of the area, both matches and training.   
 
Unmet demand 
This includes: 

• teams able to play matches but have nowhere to train, or vice versa.  
• a lack of pitches of a particular size or type.  
• where poor quality pitches or ancillary facilities fall below standard of required 

for play, or the appropriate league requirement.  
 
Latent demand 
This is demand that may exist in the area, should there be access to more or better 
provision.  This is usually evidenced by clubs reporting that they have waiting lists for 
particular age groups.   
 
Demand trends 
Local and national demand trends in for the sport, including the views of the potential 
growth by the national governing body.   
 
 
Definitions for cricket facilities  
 
Ground/pitch 
The whole pitch area including the cricket square and outfield. 
 
Square/table 
The fine turf area which is specially mown and managed to give a high quality set of strips 
(often 6, 9 or 12 strips) 
 
Strip 
Single strip of natural turf or artificial turf on which the wickets are placed at either end for a 
single match 
 
Wicket 
The collective name for the 3 stumps and the bails placed at each end of the strip  
 
Site 
The ground plus ancillary facilities such as the club house/pavilion, car parking etc. 
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