
                                                                       

 

 

NEW RENTPLUS HOUSES IN KINGSTHORPE NORTHAMPTON   

 

 

 
 

 
Are you renting from the Council or a Housing Association or 

living in private rented accommodation or with relatives? 

 

Do you hope to buy a home in the future, but need to move now? 

 

Are you in work or training with the ability to save a deposit? 

If you have answered yes to these questions then Rentplus could be perfect for you. 
 
Rentplus Kingsthorpe  
Rentplus Kingsthorpe is a brand new development of 48 energy efficient houses in Northampton 
that will be ready for families to move into between April - July 2018. The scheme is managed by  
Wellingborough Homes (a locally based Housing Association).  
 
Rentplus Kingsthorpe works by offering local people 5 year renewable tenancies at an affordable 
rent (with no maintenance responsibilities whilst renting), and the gift of a ten percent deposit 
when the tenants buy their home.  
 
This gives tenants the time to save for a deposit and build a strong credit history to support their 
mortgage request when they proceed to buy the property.  
 
Applications are now being accepted  
Wellingborough Homes is currently accepting applications for people to move in to the first 17 
Rentplus Kingsthorpe houses. Applications must be submitted by 5pm on 1 March 2018. This will 
allow enough time for Wellingborough Homes to check whether applicants qualify for the scheme.  
 
We are expecting there to be quite a high demand. Anyone who qualifies but is not offered one of 
the first 17 houses (or submits an application after 1 March 2018 and qualifies) will be considered 
for the next homes as they become available. 
 
Help with deciding whether to apply   
This sheet aims to answer frequently asked questions about Rentplus. For more information and 
an online application form please go to www.wellingboroughhomes.com/rent-plus.htm. 
If you have any further questions then please contact Wellingborough Homes directly by email; 
homeownership@whomes.org or tel 01933 234450. 
 
What Is Rentplus? 
Rentplus is a new type of affordable housing aimed at people who want to own their own home.  
Each Rentplus property is available to rent for an agreed period of between 5 and 20 years. At the 
end of the agreed period each home is sold, preferably to the existing tenant with a gifted deposit. 

Who is Rentplus Kingsthorpe Suitable for? 
Rentplus is for people who are aspiring to move into home ownership; who may be renting from a 
Council or Housing Association, in private rented accommodation, or living with relatives. Rentplus 
will especially suit people who are looking to buy a home but aren’t able to do so yet, as you will 
get the chance to save up for a deposit while living in your new home. 

http://www.wellingboroughhomes.com/rent-plus.htm
mailto:homeownership@whomes.org
http://www.wellingboroughhomes.com/rent-plus.htm#collapse1
http://www.wellingboroughhomes.com/rent-plus.htm#collapse3


                                                                       

You will need to show that you can save a deposit over a number of years, that you will be able to 
get a mortgage and that you are committed to home ownership. 

Rentplus would be suitable for people who: 

 are in work or in training 
 have been saving for a deposit or are able to do so 

Priority will be given to people on Northampton’s Housing Register with an identified need to move 
or who will be giving up a Social Housing tenancy   

How Does Rentplus Work? 
On each Rentplus site, homes are divided up into four groups, each is on the scheme for an 
agreed period of between 5 and 20 years as shown below.  

 
 25% of properties will be Rentplus homes for 5 years 
 25% for 10 years  
 25% for 15 years 
 25% for 20 years 

Initially, you will be given a five year tenancy, and this will be renewed every five years until the 
property reaches the end the agreed period. 

When your property reaches the end of the agreed period you will be given the opportunity to buy 
your home. Rentplus will also give you a deposit of 10% of the value of your home as a gifted 
deposit to add to your own savings. You can get advice on how big a deposit you may need by 
going onto the Rentplus website www.rentplus-uk.com.  

What Type of Home Could I Get? 
Rentplus sites may offer a variety of homes. You may be able to get a home with up to one 
bedroom larger than your family needs now, although this will depend on availability and whether 
you can afford the rent. 

At the start of the tenancy the rent will be set at an affordable rent, which is 80% of the market 
rent. This will only be increased by the Consumer Prices Index plus 1% every year. At the end of 
each 5 year tenancy the rent will be reset to 80% of the market rent again. There is no deposit but 
you will be expected to pay the normal household bills. 

Do I Have To Buy My Home or Can I Chose Any Home? 
Rentplus is set up to help you buy your home. You won’t be able to trade or swap with anyone 
else or buy a different home. 

What Happens at The End of The Agreed Period? 
We hope that you will be able to buy your home at this point. Wellingborough Homes will help you 
to find a mortgage and support you through the purchase of your home. If you can’t buy your 
home you may be able to extend the agreed period, depending on availability. 

If Wellingborough Homes can’t give you any longer on the scheme and you can’t buy your home 
they will support you to find alternative accommodation. 

What If I Want to Buy My Home Earlier Than The End of The Agreed Period? 
This may be possible. If another family is unable to purchase their home you will be given the 
chance to buy your home instead. 

 
 
 
Am I Guaranteed That I Can Stay Until The End of The Agreed Period? 
So long as you pay your rent, do not cause a nuisance, look after your home, there are no 
significant changes in your family circumstances and you don’t breach your tenancy you will be 

http://www.wellingboroughhomes.com/rent-plus.htm#collapse2
http://www.rentplus-uk.com/
http://www.wellingboroughhomes.com/rent-plus.htm#collapse4
http://www.wellingboroughhomes.com/rent-plus.htm#collapse5
http://www.wellingboroughhomes.com/rent-plus.htm#collapse6
http://www.wellingboroughhomes.com/rent-plus.htm#collapse7
http://www.wellingboroughhomes.com/rent-plus.htm#collapse8


                                                                       

able to remain in your property during the agreed period. You may, however, leave at any time by 
giving Wellingborough Homes four weeks’ notice in writing. 

Do I Have The Same Rights As Other Social Housing Tenants? 
Broadly yes, you have the same rights. Your landlord will be responsible for carrying out repairs 
and looking after any communal areas. You will need to seek permission from Wellingborough 
Homes before doing the following: 

 take in lodgers 
 run a business from your home 
 keep pets 
 make improvements to your home. 

You won’t have: 

 the right to exchange with another social housing tenant 
 the Right to Buy or the Right to Acquire. 

If you are moving from social housing you will be losing some rights. You should seek advice 
about this from the CAB or other housing advisor. 

What Happens when I Apply? 
First Wellingborough Homes will check whether your meet the basic criteria: 

 that you are working or in training 
 that you have no adverse credit history 
 that you do not have high debts. 

Wellingborough Homes will then visit you in your home to ensure that the details you have given 
are correct. They will expect to see proof of your: 

  credit history 
  employment or training contract 
  income, such as wage slips and benefit books 
  debts and savings, including bank statements 
  outgoings, such as bank statements 
  family make up. 

Wellingborough Homes will check to ensure that you can afford the rent now and save for a 
deposit in the future. They will help you to understand what you will be expected to do to have a 
Rentplus home and how you can prepare for home ownership.  

Wellingborough Homes will then assess your application, and if you are successful they will offer 
you a property, with a maximum time as a Rentplus home between 5 and 20 years. 

If you are currently renting from the Council or a Housing Association (including temporary 
accommodation) then you will be expected to hand the property back with full vacant possession. 

For further information and an application form please go to:   

www.wellingboroughhomes.com/rent-plus.htm 

 Email homeownership@whomes.org; or telephone 01933 234450 
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Rentplus Kingsthorpe Northampton Assessment Criteria 

 

Determining Qualifying Applicants 

Wellingborough Homes will be responsible for completing the following validations to determine 

qualifying applicants: 

 an in depth affordability assessment of every applicant.  This will include a credit check and 

checks on income, debts, savings and outgoings as well as landlord or mortgage 

references  

 a conclusive Local Connection check. This will include checks on address, employment 

and/or care and support needs or provision.  

 

Prioritising Applications    

Wellingborough Homes will be responsible for awarding priority to Qualifying Applicants, 

shortlisting and allocating to vacant RentPlus units in the following order (i.e. all Qualifying 

Applicants who meet criteria (a) will be considered first no matter their source, then criteria (b) 

etc.) 

a. applicants to whom Northampton Borough Council has accepted a Homelessness 

duty  

b. applicants on Northampton’s Housing Register in the Emergency Band 

c. applicants on Northampton’s Housing Register in Band A  

d. applicants on Northampton’s Housing Register in Band B 

e. applicants who are surrendering a social housing tenancy in the Northampton 

Related Development Area to downsize 

f. applicants who are surrendering a social housing tenancy in the Northampton 

Related Development Area 

g. all other Applicants who fulfil the Qualifying Criteria for Rentplus in Northampton 

(including those who do not have a reasonable preference as per the NBC 

Allocations Policy, and who make a direct application to Wellingborough Homes).   

Where there are insufficient applicants with a Local Connection to the Northampton Related 

Development Area, Wellingborough Homes will agree a suitable alternative approach with 

Northampton Borough Council for the letting of remaining properties (such an agreement will 

not be unreasonably withheld). 

Please Note: Rentplus operates outside Northampton’s Allocations and Choice Based Lettings 

scheme and is not subject to the same legislation. Wellingborough Homes will allocate all 

properties in accordance with the Kingsthorpe Rentplus Lettings Policy and deal with any 

complaints via their Formal Complaints Procedure.      

 


